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Neighbors Helping Neighbors

Monday, January 30, 2017
Tuesday, January 31, 2017
3:00 pm- OASP Tech Rehearsal
4:30 pm- LHS- Boys Basketball vs 
Beaumont Central (H)
5:00 pm- LHS- Lady Lion Basketball @ 
Central
5:00 pm- Lady Lion Soccer vs Ozen (H)
5:00 pm- Boys Soccer @ Ozen
Wednesday, February 1, 2017
LJH- Art Club Corsage Sales
3:20- LHS Game Club Meeting
Th ursday, February 2, 2017
3:00 pm- LJH Art Club Meets
Friday, February 3, 2017
LIS Spring Individual/Group Pictures
4:30 pm- LHS- Boys Basketball @ 
Lumberton
5:00 pm- LHS- Lady Lion Basketball 
vs. Lumberton (H)
5:00 pm- Lady Lion Soccer @ Lumber-
ton
5:00 pm- Boys Soccer vs Lumberton 
(H)
Saturday, February 4, 2017
LJH- One Act Play Contest at Living-
ston Intermediate School
LJH- Jr Bell Competition

For the last twelve years, LISD has 
honored those employees who exem-

plifi ed a positive attitude in their work-
place and a desire to excel in their de-
partment or on their campus.  Another 
member is inducted into the prestigious 
LISD Apple Corps.
   Jimmie Morris wears several hats in 
the teaching role at Livingston Interme-
diate School.  In addition to teaching PE 
classes, he teaches two enrichment class-
es, Music and movement, and Photo-
journalism. Morris gained an extensive 
newspaper background while attending 
college at Sam Houston State University. 
He worked at the Polk County Enter-
prise, Th e Huntsville Morning News and 
the Public Relations Department at Sam 
Houston State University where he was 
instrumental in the design of the univer-
sity’s current logo. His varied duties in 
print journalism included photojournal-
ism, sports writing, publication design, 
advertising, composition and prepress 
preparation. He completed a Bachelor of 
Science in Photography with a minor in 
Commercial Printing from SHSU.  
   Jimmie’s father, an LHS alumni, was 
a principal for 35 years in East Texas 
schools and Jimmie graduated from LHS 
in 1975. In 1975 Jimmie was the fi rst re-
cipient of Th e Livingston Art League 
Scholarship. Jimmie was reluctant at 
fi rst to pursue a career in education aft er 
seeing the administrative side of public 
education.  However, since the age of 
18, he found great joy in coaching Little 
Dribblers Basketball and Little League 
Baseball boys and girls teams and soon 
found a place in public education where 
he could make a greater impact on those 
kids for whom he had come to care so 
much.  
   He met his wife Tamara while work-
ing as a photojournalist at Sam Houston 
State University. Jimmie and Tamara 
moved to Houston and taught dance at 
Fred Astaire Dance Studio on Woodway 
and Voss.  Aft er getting married, the 
couple moved back to Huntsville. Ta-
mara began teaching in Willis and Jim-
mie opened a social dance studio, where 
he taught private lessons and group 
classes in American Style Ballroom and 
Country Western dance. While back in 
Huntsville, Jimmie also taught social 
dance classes for the city of Huntsville’s 
community program, HEAP (Hunts-
ville Enrichment Activity Program) 
and was an adjunct faculty member for 
the Dance Department at Sam Hous-
ton State University. Jimmie also taught 
Journalism at Huntsville High School 
for two years before moving back to his 
hometown of Livingston. He taught nine 
years at Shepherd Intermediate School, 

then returned to his alma mater last year 
as PE teacher for Livingston Intermedi-
ate School.
   Tamara is now the counselor at Living-
ston Intermediate. Th ey have two sons.  
Cody plays baseball at Ranger College 
near Abilene and Ryan is a senior at LHS 
where he is ranked #4 in his class, recent-
ly won Best of Show in the Houston Live-
stock Show and Rodeo art competition 
and was named to the All-State Academ-
ic Football this year.
   Principal Sheri Murphy:  I am over-
joyed that Livingston ISD has selected to 
honor such an invested educator as Mr. 
Jimmie Morris for the Apple Corp. Mr. 
Morris, or Coach, is a master educator 
and wears many hats on the Livingston 
Intermediate campus. Mr. Morris teach-
es several blocks of PE each day where he 
teaches the students how to play football, 
basketball, baseball, and other sports. 
Coach Morris’ use of stations makes the 
class very engaging for our students and 
organized to enhance the safety of our 
students. Coach Morris has presented 
the methods of creating these stations at 
PE conferences, and I have urged him to 
write a book about them so he can retire 
in style when he is ready.
On my second day at LIS, Coach Mor-
ris approached me about the Veteran’s 
Day program, Letters from Home. I wit-
nessed all of the hard work and eff ort 

given by Coach Morris, our staff , and 
our students. Coach Morris not only 
organized the program, but performed 
at each performance with his amazing 
dance skills. Words cannot express how 
powerful and patriotic the program was 
when it was presented to the communi-
ty. Our veterans are very near to Coach 
Morris’ heart, and he helps our students 
learn to respect our soldiers and the sac-
rifi ces that others have made so that we 
can enjoy our freedom. 
At the beginning of the school year my 
counselor Mrs. Tamara Morris, Coach’s 
wife, and I were discussing our GT pro-
gram and how we wanted it to look this 
year. We wanted choices for enrichment. 
Mrs. Morris mentioned that her hus-
band worked in the newspaper industry 
and a light bulb went off . I approached 
Coach Morris about teaching a Music 
and Movement class to share his dance 
skills and a Pre-Journalism class where 
students could learn to take pictures and 
write articles for a school newspaper. It 
was just a vision at the time, but Coach 
Morris helped bring this vision to frui-
tion in January of this year when the fi rst 
edition of the “Paw Print” was presented 
to the students and staff . Th e newspaper 
was even better than I could have envi-
sioned.  Coach Morris is now beginning 
the second semester of enrichment class-
es and work on his Spring show which 

will be about appreciating each other’s 
cultures.  Coach Morris continues to 
amaze me with his dedication and will-
ing desire to go above and beyond to 
assist our students in not only building 
their knowledge but also their character. 
Th ank you, Coach, and I look forward to 
working with you for years to come!
Julee Potter:  Mr. Morris not only pro-
vides his students with great opportuni-
ties for movement and activity in PE,  he 
goes above and beyond to help students 
be successful.  He helps them understand 
that it is cool to dance and have fun!  He 
has a talent for breaking down whatever 
he is teaching into increments that help 
students learn and retain.  He is a great 
male role model for his students and 
LISD is lucky to have such a great teach-
er!  Th anks for all you do Mr. Morris!
Gwen Stanford:  Coach Morris al-
ways goes above and beyond with the 
students, and is willing to help new 
teachers on campus learn the class-
room management ‘chant’ that he 
uses in PE as well with suggestions 
as we transition to a new campus.
RoseMary Henley-Palmer:  Coach 
Morris is excellent to work for and 
with. He is a tremendous teacher. 
He leads, guides, encourages each 
and every one of his students. Con-
gratulations! A well-deserved honor. 
Kristin Dillard:  Jimmie has always been 
an “out-of-the-box” thinker and willing 
to do whatever it takes to help the stu-
dents learn.  From your friends in Shep-
herd, congratulations Coach Morris!
Vanessa Evans:  I fi rst met Mr. Morris 
when he was a coach at Shepherd ISD. I 
had been hired to teach 5th-grade math. 
Mr. Morris is a no-nonsense, free-spirit-
ed man whose love of life shines brightly 
behind his eyes. You can see it the mo-
ment he begins speaking about any one 
of the numerous things he is passionate 
about, and they are numerous. Histori-
cal re-enactments, professional dancing, 
brain gym, and of course his wife and 
sons. I think he saw that I recognized 
his value and wisdom because he took 
the time to teach me how to be a better 
teacher. He started coming by my class-
room and showing us how to do brain 
gym. We learned cross crawl and hook 
up. He introduced me to the idea of a 
banking system as a fun and interactive 
way to teach the real life application of 
mathematics. So, I did it. I ran off  copies 

of money, and ran around with a money 
belt, passing it out as a reward system, 
and the kids learned to write checks and 
deposit money. Today, during the few 
conference periods when I can sneak 
away, I run down to the gym to dance 
with my kids and Mr. Morris. “Direction 
Time!” he shouts. We rush to our spot, 
and instantly, he has all fi ft y of us silent, 
seated criss-cross apple sauce, waiting 
for the next exciting thing he will teach 
us. Th ere is no fi ghting, no whining, 
no delay, just anxious anticipation for 
the next lesson. Anyone of Mr. Morris’ 
accomplishments, be it his annual pro-
fessional Veteran’s Day production, his 
initiation of “Th e Paw Print”, our new 
student newspaper, or anyone of his dai-
ly gym classes are more than enough to 
qualify him for induction to the LISD 
Apple Corp.
   For his service and commitment to the 
students and faculty of Livingston Inter-
mediate School and for his positive infl u-
ence on his colleagues we welcome Jim-
mie Morris into the LISD Apple Corps.

JANUARY APPLE CORPS INDUCTEE -- Jimmie Morris is welcomed into the Livingston ISD Apple 
Corps by members of the board.  Pictured left  to right:  Mike Nettles, Morris, Ben R. Ogletree, III, Bea 
Ellis, Marty Drake, Scott Paske, John Allen Slocomb, Dr. Brent Hawkins.

CHROME DOME PROGRAM -- Livingston High School stu-
dents working in the Chrome Dome program were recognized 
during the January meeting of the school board.  Th e Chrome 
Dome was created to allow the repair of student Chrome Books on 
campus instead of sending the Chromebooks out for repair which 
is a lengthy process.  Chrome Dome students received HP Certifi -

cation aft er working on a combination of HP products.  Th e certifi -
cation will allow each of them an opportunity to intern at Liv-Com 
during the summer and earn an income while attending college.  
Pictured left  to right:  Adam Tiner, Chrome Dome instructor, Kip 
Robins, LISD Director of Technology, Nathaniel Glass, Yannis Are-
tis, Charles Wooldridge, and Bea Ellis, School Board President.

Morris inducted into LISD Apple Corps


