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School Board Meeting Summary
Livingston ISD School Board President 
Ben Ogletree opened the monthly 
meeting on Monday, August 24 with a 
Public Hearing for the Proposed 2020-
2021 budget.  LISD Chief Financial 
Officer Ben Davidson presented the total 
budget amount of $39,844,118 which 
was a slight decrease from last year’s 
budget of over $40 million.  The budget 
includes an increase in the teacher 
salary budget of over $1 million.  Non-
teaching salaries were increased at 
three percent of the midpoint of their 
corresponding salary scale.  The largest 
budgeted amount was $22,393,109 
which is allocated for instruction.  The 
plant, maintenance, and operations 
budget is $4,856,071. The debt payment 
covers the repayment of school bonds 
and the budgeted amount is $4,302,000.  
The food service budget is $3,015,324 
and transportation is $2,621,548.  The 
district is paying out the purchase of 20 
buses over four years. 

The district is seeing a reduction in the 
enrollment of Pre-Kindergarten students 
which is being experienced in all districts 
across the state as a result of the 
pandemic.

The budget hearing was followed by the 
public hearing for the proposed tax rate 
for 2020-2021.  The board proposed 
$1.0547 for Maintenance and Operations 
and 0.255 for Debt Service for a total tax 
rate of $1.3097 on each One Hundred 
Dollars ($100.00) of assessed value.  
The adopted tax rate of $1.3097 is lower 
than the prior-year rate of $1.3235.  

The board will be participating in a Texas 
Education Agency flagship training, Lone 
Star Governance Workshop on September 
11 and 12.  The TEA facilitators will be 
conducting the workshop in Livingston 
with a goal of gaining skills to work 
collaboratively as a board and with the 
superintendent to develop a vision of 
improving student outcomes by monitoring 
the progress towards achieving the 
student outcome goals. 

LISD School 
Closure
Classes have been canceled 
for Wednesday, August 26 
& Thursday, August 27 for 
Lions On-campus and 
Lions Online.  

Friday, August 28, 2020   
All LISD students will 
be Lions Online for one 
day only.  All students 
will have assignments 
posted on Friday into 
Google Classroom by 
their teachers. Teachers 
and staff will work from 
campus on Friday. The 
district realizes there will 
be growing pains in this 
transition to an All Lions 
Online start-up but this will 
give us good experience 
for any necessary future 
adjustments that need 
to be made. If conditions 
change, the district will 
communicate more 
information through the 
normal weather alert 
notification protocols.

Dr. Brent Hawkins presented a report on 
District Initiatives.  Last week he presented a 
COVID update to the Livingston Lions Club.  
Hawkins spoke to KLTV Good Morning 
East Texas anchor Erika Bazaldua Monday 
morning in a live interview.  He shared 
the biggest goal of the district is keeping 
LISD students and employees safe during 
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.  “We 
also want to know each student by name 
and know what they’re passionate about,” 
Hawkins said. “We want to know what they 
need, and we want to know what we can do 
to inspire each one of them to be the best 
person they can possibly be.”  Hawkins said 
that teaching is a calling and added that he 
was impressed at how ready his teachers 
were to get back in their classrooms and 
start building relationships with their new 
students.  “We have an outstanding plan in 
place,” Hawkins said. “If we execute that 
plan, the risk level will be extremely low.”

After changing LISD policy last week 
requiring every LISD student to wear a mask 
there were thirty-seven Pre-Kindergarten 
through third-grade students who moved 
to Lions Online to join the other 947 who 
were already enrolled in the remote learning 
platform.  We have not had any COVID 
positive tests as a result of school spread.  
Hawkins shared, “Our biggest issue is large 
public gatherings outside of school.  I feel 
like our parents and students are anxious to 
return to in-person classes.  Lions Online is 
extremely difficult for a lot of our teachers.  
Our in-person attendance is 75% so we are 
not able to have full-time online teachers.  
The instructional learning resources 
provided by the state are rolling out now.  
Once the Texas Home Connect 3.0 resource 
is fully operational it will be a relief to our 
teachers.” 

The approved action items include the 
adoption of the 2020-2021 budget, the 
adoption of the 2020-2021 tax rate.  The 
new tax rate of $1.3097 is a decrease of 
1.2% from last year’s tax rate of $1.3234.  
The board also approved the order of 
cancellation of the LISD School Board 
Election.

Thursday, August 27, 2020   
Thursday’s scheduled 
games are canceled.

A decision will be made 
by Thursday evening 
regarding  Friday’s football 
and volleyball games.



NATIONAL ENTRY Images 
from the documentary 
project submitted 
by Maci Hill and was 
awarded first place at 
both the Regional and 

View Maci Hill’s National History Day 
documentary at this link https://youtu.be/
cFbq-Tu3WSM

Four students from Livingston 
advanced to the highest level of 
history competition, National 

History Day.  Maci Hill, Elijah Clark, 
Gavin McFarlain and Jack New com-
peted in June at the annual National 
History Day. The National History 
Day event is a unique opportunity for 
students to be creative while learning 
and understanding history.  They may 
submit their projects in a variety of 
platforms including performances, 
websites, documentaries, exhibits, or 
historical research papers.  The process 
involves the student in more than just 
learning about a specific topic but also 
sharing the research with others using 
their choice of platform.  
   Livingston students were first 
required to submit their projects to his-
tory teacher, Suzonna McFarlain before 
competing at the Regional contest held 
at Lamar University in Beaumont on 
February 20, 2020.  The next level was 
the State contest held at the Univer-
sity of Texas in Austin and due to 
the COVID pandemic, the event was 
held virtually this year.  The National 
competition was held virtually at the 
University of Maryland in June. 
   Maci Hill submitted a documentary 
titled “Kill The Indian, Save The Man”: 
How the Traumatic Shared Experience 
of Native American Boarding Schools 
Broke Intertribal Barriers and Led 
to the Formation of Pan-Indianism”.  
Hill’s documentary placed first at both 
the regional and state levels.
  The website team of Elijah Clark, 
Gavin McFarlain and Jack New sub-
mitted a project titled, “Termination, 
Restoration, and Beyond:  How the 
Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas 
Continues to Face and Break Barriers 
in History”  Their website placed 1st 
at both the regional and state levels 
and received a “Chronicling America” 
ribbon at the National Level.

Livingston students compete at National History Day

Maci Hill Elijah ClarkGavin McFarlain Jackson New

     First place winners at Regional and State History Day

Maci Hill Elijah Clark Gavin McFarlain Jackson New

FIRST PLACE AT STATE HISTORY DAY
The website project created by Elijah Clark, 
Gavin McFarlain and Jackson New was 
awarded first place at both the Regional 
and State History Day competition and 
advanced to the National History Day 
competition.  The NHD theme was 
Breaking Barriers in History.  The website 
may be viewed at the following web 
address.
https://site.nhd.org/76139069/homeState History Day competition and advanced 

to the National History Day Competition.  


