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Mask order ends for LISD on May 27th
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The Livingston ISD school board meet-
ing of the trustees opened with a Public 
Hearing on Elementary and Secondary 
School Emergency Relief (ESSER) 
Funds. LISD Superintendent Dr. Brent 
Hawkins presented a packet of informa-
tion that showed ESSER 1 funds were 
used to supplant 
salaries of dis-
trict employees 
during the COVID 
closure. The state 
received $12.4 
billion in ESSER 
III funds, with $9 
million going to 
LISD. Two-thirds 
of the funds have 
already been al-
located. The state 
government has 
to submit a plan 
to the federal gov-
ernment in order 
for the last third of 
the funding to be 
released. These 
funds must be 
used by Septem-
ber 2024. HB 3 re-
quired an increase 
in funding for Tex-
as schools which 
made this process 
a little more com-
plex for the legislature. The legislature 
has to fund $1 billion to higher educa-
tion in order for ESSER III to be fully 
funded. The Texas Education Agency 
(TEA) estimates that students lose two 
and a half months of instruction during 
summer break and have predicted that 
students lost 5.7 months of instruction 
due to the “covid slide.” Hawkins shares, 
“I feel that the numbers provided by TEA 
are underinflated. You, as the board of 
trustees, understand how hard it is to hire 
teachers with adequate content knowl-
edge. The census shows that ten percent 
of residents possess a bachelor’s degree 
in some communities across the state. 
We have a better understanding of the 
learning gap after experiencing remote 
learning. State data shows four percent 
of students catch up to grade level in two 

years.  We feel we need to do our best to 
support teachers while offering the training 
and resources for students to be success-
ful. The most scarce resource is time. Our 
teachers are exhausted from the last eigh-
teen months. Teacher organizations show 
that teachers are not leaving to go to another 

school district. They 
are leaving the 
profession. Every-
one needs to take 
a vested interest 
- parents, teachers, 
administrators - in 
order to close this 
learning loss and 
allow our students 
to compete for jobs 
that pay a livable 
wage.” 

The district is hiring 
ten effective staff 
members with 
financial funding 
that will be in place 
until 2024. Some of 
the ESSER funds 
can roll into the fund 
balance through 
2024. In 2025 and 
2026, the district will 
roll the money out 
of fund balance to 

pay the additional teacher salaries. Hawkins 
shared, “teachers associations are projecting 
30%-50% turnover, but we’re fortunate that 
we haven’t reached the state average in the 
past few years.” 
   Livingston ISD Chief Academic Officer 
Janan Moore shared House Bill 3 goals for 
the district. “First-grade reading took a big hit 
last year, which can be attributed to stu-
dents missing the last nine weeks of school 
last year. We are pleased that Kindergarten 
literacy only had a four-point variance from 
the previous year. The enrollment of Kin-
dergarten rose throughout the year.” Moore 
continued, “There will be some things that 
teachers will need to cover in second grade 
to help make up for the learning loss. We will 
be working together to close the gaps.”  
   Dr. Hawkins presented the Dual Credit 
Economic Impact. Hawkins shared, “The 

Dr. Brent Hawkins congratulating LHS 
Valedictorian Deandra Zheng during the 
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Livingston High School Class of 2021 received a combined 
scholarship of $111,860 through the Livingston dual credit 
program. Members of the senior class took 338 college 
classes which equal 1,014 college hours. Calculating the 
total number of college hours equates to 33.8 degrees and 
$1,016,500 worth of economic impact. Parents were able to 
save approximately two years of room expenses and fees 
associated with university living expenses.” Twenty percent 
of the Livingston High School student body is enrolled in 
the academic dual credit program for the 2021-2022 school 
year. LISD Board President Ben Ogletree added, “The $1 
million dollars would have been spent by the parents of 
seniors in the Austin, College Station, Huntsville econo-
mies instead, this money had the potential to remain in the 
Livingston economy. Economists use a rule of thumb that 
money remaining in a local economy will turn seven times, 
exponentially expanding the impact of those dollars that 
remain here.”
   The board approved the consent agenda, which included 
the amendment of the 2021-2022 LISD Salary Instrument 
and purchases over $50,000.  Instructional materials from 
Mentoring Minds was approved in the amount of $123,420.  
A purchase of 588 Chromebooks from Technology Integra-
tion in the amount of $135,272.92. A major WiFi upgrade 
to the three elementary campuses to Layer 3 Communica-
tions in the amount of $364,047.50.
   Also approved was the resolution of the board, which 
resolved ESSER III and Policy CB (local) State and Federal 

Revenue Sources.
   The first action item approved by the board was to accept 
the recommendation of making masks a personal choice 
for teachers and students after May 27, which is the last 
day of the school year contingent on the infection rate stay-
ing below five percent.  The outdoor graduation ceremony 
for Livingston High School will be mask optional.  The TEA 
definition of close contact remains in place, which requires 
quarantine if exposed to a Covid positive.  The campuses 
will continue sending notifications of Covid positives. The 
daily self-screening will continue for teachers and students 
as well as self-reporting in the event of a positive covid test.  
Vaccinations are now available for those age 12 and older. 
Dr. Hawkins shared, “There is currently one Covid-positive 
student, fourteen students in quarantine while there are 
no Covid-positive teachers and no teachers currently in 
quarantine.   After May 27, there are no longer Covid days 
approved by the board.”  The board will review the Planning 
Forward document during summer school to ensure we are 
in compliance with all laws and regulations as things contin-
ue to evolve.
   The board approved the action item for Professional 
Consulting Services for surface fields, including utilities and 
associated improvements.  The recommendation by the fa-
cility committee was for CEI to start the process of looking 
at a needs assessment which possibly includes purchasing 
turf for the district and providing civil engineering services.

Livingston High School NNDCC Ranked 4th in Texas

Sergeant First Class Grady Tinker, Livingston High School’s Navy 
National Defense Cadet Corps (NNDCC) Instructor was notified by 
Navy Command that Livingston is ranked as the 4th best Navy program 
school in the state of Texas.  Tinker shared, “The three schools ranked 
ahead of us have 250 plus cadets and three instructors.  We are so proud 

to have competed head to head with the best and ranked 4th.  This 
achievement has been accomplished in our second year as a Navy pro-
gram.  We are so proud to be in the top five percent and also recognized 
as a Distinguished Unit for the 2020-2021 school year.  Our cadets are 
amazing.”

Two Livingston students are advancing 
to the National History Day competi-
tion June 13-19.  Maci Hill, sophomore 
at Livingston High School won  first 
place in Senior Individual Documen-
tary with her project “In the Words of 
Those Who Endured: How Slave Nar-
ratives are the Key to Understanding 
the Lives of Former Enslaved African 
Americans and Communicating an Ac-
curate History of Slavery in America.”
   Claire Haffner, 7th-grader at Liv-
ingston Junior High School won first 
place Junior Individual Exhibit  with 

her  project “Margo Jones: A Pioneering 
Voice for Regional Theatre & Theatre-
in-the-Round.”
Winning fourth place Junior Group 
Website was the team of Harper Arm-
strong, 6th grade and Samuel Cham-
pagne, 6th grade with their project 
“Risk Communication & Emergency 
Management During 9/11.”
Makayla Brooks, 6th grade and Diana 
Zheng, 8th grade were recognized as 
finalist for individual websites, placing 
in the top ten for the state.
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