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Special School Board Meeting Summary
During a special called meeting 

of the LISD Board of Trustees 
on Wednesday, September 30, the 
board members voted to approve the 
recommendation of LISD Superintendent 
Dr. Brent Hawkins for LISD students 
who are currently engaged in remote 
learning to return to in-person instruction.  
Hawkins shared, “The educator code 
of ethics requires that we shall do no 
harm to children.  We currently have 
500 plus students who are Lions Online.  
The failure rate for each grade level 
is astonishing.  The makeup of our 
remote learners is 75% economically 
disadvantaged and fifty percent at risk 
by the Texas Education Agency criteria 
before we even started the first day 
of school.  Not only are we fighting 
the COVID slide of regression in our 
students from last Spring, but we are 
also fighting the continued regression in 
our online student population.  If we can’t 
take care of our teachers, we will never 
be able to take care of our students.  Our 
teachers are spread extremely thin, and 
in a district our size that does not have 
50% or greater of online learners, we 
cannot dedicate virtual teachers to each 
virtual student.  Our teachers should 
not have to teach eight hour days to in-
person and then sustain teaching eight 
hours online.  Our parents were asked 

to provide high-speed internet and provide 
support in the home before committing to 
participation in online learning.  All districts 
are struggling with trying to provide different 
learning platforms.”  “What really alarms 
me is that we are knocking on the door of 
being halfway through the semester and 
especially our high school learners losing 
credit because some of them are extremely 
low in what their score is and they’re facing 
an impossible feat in order to get credit 
for this semester.  The longer we wait, the 
larger the problems we will have with our 
at-risk students. We have not had any school 
spread COVID cases up to this point.  Last 
week, we had three active cases that tested 
positive for COVID from our in-person 
learners, and we also had three active cases 
that tested positive for COVID in our online 
learners.  If we have COVID challenges in the 
future, we will continue to follow our district 
protocols to mitigate spread.  The district will 
continue to service medically fragile students 
who are participating in online learning.  
There are some students who are currently 
attending classes on campus who are 
medically fragile and are being served well.” 
   Online students will return to campus on 
Tuesday, October 13, which is the first day of 
the second nine-week grading period.
   During the meeting, the board also 
approved to continue the lease agreement 
with Texas Imaging.  The 48-month copier 
lease with Sharp through Texas Imaging is 
in the amount of $26,100 per year for 15 
copiers in the district.

Monday, October 5, 2020
5:00 pm- LJH 7th/8th Grade Vol-
leyball @ Huffman
Tuesday, October 6, 2020
LJH- Go Crazy on the Raiders
4:30 pm- LHS Fr/JV/V Volleyball 
vs Liberty
5:00 pm- LJH- 7th Grade B Foot-
ball @ Lumberton
5:00 pm- LJH- 8th Grade B Foot-
ball vs Lumberton
6:30 pm- LJH- 7th/8th A Football 
vs Lumberton
Wednesday, October 7, 2020
Thursday, October 8, 2020
5:00 pm- LHS Freshman/JV Foot-
ball vs Lumberton
Friday, October 9, 2020
Early Release - 2 hours earlier 
than normal.
4:30 pm- LHS- Fr/JV/V Volleyball 
vs Nacogdoches
7:00 pm- LHS- Lions Football vs 
Lumberton
Saturday, October 10, 2020
9:45 am- LHS Varsity Cross Coun-
try @ Dayton Bronco Invitational- 
Dayton HS
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Dr. Brent Hawkins presenting to the board 
during the special called meeting.

L-R: LISD Board Secretary Scott Paske, 
Board President Ben Ogletree and  
Dr. Brent Hawkins, LISD Superintendent. 



Five members of the Living-
ston High School Class of 
2021 are currently full-

time LVN students attending 
courses in Lufkin at the Angelina 
College campus.  These students 
are currently attending lecture 
classes online each morning and 
spending one day a week at CHI-
St. Luke’s Hospital in Livingston 
performing their learned skills. 
They spend an average of four 
hours a day studying.  Factor in 
a part-time job and leaves them 
with little time for anything else.
   When asked what made her 
decide to get her LVN, Brieanna 
Henry said, “It’s a great opportu-
nity to get licensed through the 
high school program.  I wanted 
to enter the LVN program so I 
can become a nurse to help peo-
ple.  Everything about nursing 
interests me and I can’t wait to 
become a nurse.”  
   A prerequisite of LVN is dosage 
calculations, a course offered 
through the Angelina College, 
Polk County Campus and it was 
mandatory that they earn an 
A to be admitted into the LVN 
program.  All five seniors had to 
spend the Summer taking their 
core subjects to finish up their 
high school credits to graduate 
with their classmates in May of 
2021.  
   LISD Chief Curriculum Officer 
Janan Moore said, “I’m so proud 
of these students.  This LVN 
program is difficult for everyone 
but when you think about what 
these students gave up over the 
Summer so they could reach this 
amazing goal is impressive.”  She 
added, “They had to take their 
senior courses all Summer so that 
they could devote this fall and 
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next spring to their LVN course-
work.” The one year program 
began in August 2020 and runs 
through August 2021.
  When asked about her plans 
after earning her LVN, Krislyn 
Patterson says she wants to earn 
a Bachelor’s degree from A&M 
which is available through a part-

Non-traditional senior year
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nership they have with Angelina 
College.  Frances Zuniga,  Lillie 
DuBreuil, and Brieanna Henry 
all have plans to earn an RN 
but Henry would like to work 
up to being an anesthesiologist.  
Justin Holliman will continue his 
nursing education with sights on 
getting a Masters of Nursing.

   In the Fall of 2019, the LISD 
Board of Trustees approved the 
plan to offer Livingston High 
School students the opportunity 
of enrolling in the LVN program. 
After learning of this opportuni-
ty, these students had the ambi-
tion to enroll in dosage calcula-
tions for the Spring semester and 
complete the course with a grade 
of 90 or above.  Once they were 
admitted to the LVN program 
it continues to be a big commit-
ment but upon completion will 
give them a jump ahead of many 
other students pursuing the same 
nursing degree.
   Livingston ISD Superintendent 
Brent Hawkins shared, “These 
students exemplify the robust 
vision that Livingston ISD has 
for our Career and Technolo-
gy Programs. We have greatly 
enhanced the offerings to our 
students in career technology 
and this journey will enable us to 
assert Livingston High School as 
the best in the state at educating 
students with skills they can use 
to strengthen our community’s 
workforce immediately after 
graduation.”
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“These students exemplify the robust vision 
that Livingston ISD has for our Career and 
Technology Programs. We have greatly 
enhanced the offerings to our students in career 
technology and this journey will enable us to 
assert Livingston High School as the best in the 
state at educating students with skills they can 
use to strengthen our community’s workforce 
immediately after graduation.”

Dr. Brent Hawkins - Livingston ISD Superintendent


