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As we ready for Spring Break, it is my 
hope that each of you has planned for a 

wonderful time and have an opportunity to 
recharge during the break.  I look forward to 
each accomplishment that our kids attain as 
we finish out this school year.

      What a year an election makes!  We are expe-
riencing our first sign of a positive legislative 
session in many years.  The previous session 
found it impossible to get a $1.9 billion 
school funding bill to pass, and this year we 
have levied support in the House for a $9 

billion bill.  This is directly correlated to voter 
turnout from pro-public education voters.  
While we have many steps to make, this first 
step is very welcomed.  I encourage you to 
get active with political advocacy.  HB3 is a 
good step forward, but it has not been signed 
into law, and there are many areas that need 
to be addressed.  In my opinion, addressing 
employee health insurance should be the 
utmost priority.  I am attaching this link on 
state testing for your reading and hopefully 
your advocacy consideration.

Spring Break is Here

Monday, March 11, 2019
Spring Break
Tuesday, March 12, 2019
Spring Break
10:30 am- Lady Lion Softball vs 
Hudson
Wednesday, March 13, 2019
Spring Break
4:00 pm- LHS- Boys JV Baseball 
vs Concordia Luthern
5:00 pm- LHS- Boys Varsity Base-
ball @ Concordia Luthern
Thursday, March 14, 2019
Spring Break
LHS- Boys Baseball Picture Day
Friday, March 15, 2019
Spring Break
LHS- Girls Powerlifting- State- 
Waco Extracto Center
1:00 pm- LHS Boys Varsity Base-
ball vs Coldspring
5:00 pm- LHS Lady Lions Softball 
vs Shepherd
Saturday, March 16, 2019
12:00 pm- LHS- Boys JV Baseball 
vs Hudson 
Monday, March 18, 2019
LJH- Girls Track – Jasper
LJH- Boys Track- Huntington
5:00 pm- Boys Sophomore Base-
ball @ Lumberton
Tuesday, March 19, 2019
LJH- Mandatory Parent Meeting 
for Jr Belle Tryouts
4:30 pm- LHS Boys JV/V Baseball 
vs Lumberton
5:00 pm- LHS Lady Lion Softball 
@ Splendora
5:00 pm- LHS- Girls Varsity Soc-
cer @ Anahuac
Wednesday, March 20, 2019
LJH- Final Expo Project Due
9:00 am- Parenting the Love and 
Logic Way @ LIS
Thursday, March 21, 2019
LJH- Band Pre-UIL Concert @ 
LIS
Friday, March 22, 2019
Gain/Lose UIL Eligibility from 
March 8

Over the last few years, some-
thing strange has been hap-
pening in Texas classrooms. 
Accomplished teachers who 

knew their kids were reading on 
grade level by virtually all other 
measures were seeing those same 
kids fail the STAAR, the infamous 
State of Texas Assessments of Aca-
demic Readiness test.
The effect on students was predictable: kids who were diligently doing their homework and making good grades in class were suddenly told they were failing in the eyes of the state, which wasn’t so great for their motivation. Parents were desperate to find out why their once high-per-forming kids were suddenly seen as stumbling. Teachers felt like failures too but had no idea what they were doing wrong, after years of striving to adopt practices proven in successful schools across the country. What’s more, the test results were quickly weaponized by critics of Texas public schools, many of whom advocate state-funded vouchers that would allow parents to send their kids to religious and other private schools.The stakes of such exams are perilously high. The STAAR test replaced the TexasAssessment of Knowledge and Skills test, which Texas officials considered too easy. TheSTAAR test is used to evaluate students, teachers, individual schools and principals, schooldistricts, and, by extension, the entire enterprise of public education in Texas. Fifth andeighth graders who fail the test can be forced to repeat a grade; high school students maynot graduate if they don’t pass three of the five STAAR year-end exams.On its face, this approach makes sense. This is, after all, the Age of Accountability, and,according to Governor Greg Abbott and other prominent state leaders, only 40 percent ofTexas third graders are reading at grade level. The STAAR numbers are cited as positiveproof of that. Texas has to get its kids and its public schools up to the highest standards if wewant to have the educated workers and informed citizens we need. There isn’t a minute to lose.-more-

By Mimi Swartz

Complete story
https://www.texasmonthly.com/news/texas-kids-failing-staar-tests-rigged/



Family, Career and Community Leaders of 
America is a national Career and Tech-

nical Student Organization that provides 
personal growth, leadership development, and 
career preparation opportunities for students 
in Family and Consumer Sciences Educa-
tion.  The former generation knew FCCLA as 
Future Homemakers of America, today this 
student leadership organization has branched 
out to include career paths in culinary arts, 
event planning, tourism, and hospitality, and 
early childhood education.
   FCCLA Advisor Kristi Gann shared how 
pleased she was with the level of competition 
this year.  “I am so proud of the members 
for their dedication and preparation for our 
Regional competition and I am ecstatic about 
the number of students that advanced to 
state.”

      There were twenty-nine  Livingston High 
School students who participated at the 
Regional competition held at the Galveston 
Convention Center on February 15. 
   FCSA Bronze Medals:  Charley Battise, 
Madison Stork. Power of One Completers: 
Destinea Cato, Cheyenne Denise Littlefair, 
Cheyenne Pierce, Ray'Nasha Denson, Caleb 
Gann, Caitlin Clark, Danielle Oldham. Re-
gional Competitors:
Cupcake Battle - Chelsi Nicol, Gracie Henson, 
Errin Ficklin, Kaitlynn Mcwhorter.  Illustrat-
ed Talk - Charley Battise, Brieanna Henry, 
Cheyenne Pierce, Chassity Kampfer, Ray’Na-
sha Denson. Room Consultants: Patrick 
Charvat, Avery McCoy, Ty Oldham, Madison 
Stork, Bayleigh Gesford, Cheyenne Littlefair. 
Connection Team:  Destinea Cato.

(L-R) Ms. Kristi Gann - FCCLA Advisor, Zach Kreg, Caitlin 
Clark, Tammy Watson, Alex Gray, Mason Howell, Dani 
Oldham - State Officer-elect, Caleb Gann - Region IV 
President-elect, Gabe Hafford, Judith Torres, Alana 

Members of Livingston FCCLA headed to State Competition

Mallory McWhorter and 
Zach Kreg earned 1st place 
at Regional competition 
advancing to State.

Sophomore Caleb 
Gann and Junior 
Danielle Oldham 
take office at the 
Regional and State 
Level.  
Caleb Gann will
assume office of 
Region IV President 
and Dani Oldham 
was elected as a 
member of the 
State Office 
Team.

McLelland, Ingrid Funes, Ms. Roxanne Green - FCCLA 
Advisor.  Not pictured - Mallory McWhorter and Erin Bell.


