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LISD January Board Meeting Summary

Monday, January 20, 2020
LISD- School Holiday
5:00 pm- LHS- Girls Soccer @ 
Madisonville
Tuesday, January 21, 2020
LHS- Senior Pictures- Quick 
shoot
4:30 pm- LHS Girls Basketball vs 
Tarkington
4:30 pm- LHS Boys Basketball vs 
Tarkington
5:00 pm- LHS Boys JV Soccer vs 
Huntsville
7:00 pm- LHS- Boys Varsity 
Soccer vs Silsbee
Wednesday, January 22, 2020
Thursday, January 23, 2020
LHS- Girls JV Soccer- Lumber-
ton Tournament
2:10 pm- LJH- Basketball Pep 
Rally
5:00 pm- LJH- Girls Basketball @ 
Huffman
5:00 pm- LJH- Boys Basketball vs 
Huffman
6:00 pm-LHS-For the Future 
Forum
Friday, January 24, 2020
3-Week Grade Check for Ineligi-
ble Students
LJH- Grade Check for Semi-For-
mal Dance
LHS- Girls JV Soccer- Lumber-
ton Tournament
4:30 pm- LHS Girls Basketball @ 
Huffman
4:30 pm- LHS Boys Basketball @ 
Huffman
5:00 pm- Boys JV/V Soccer vs 
Cleveland
5:00 pm- LHS- Girls Varsity 
Soccer @ Jasper
Saturday, January 25, 2020
LHS- Girls JV Soccer- Lumber-
ton Tournament
LJH- Region Band Clinic/Concert
6:00 pm- Miss Polk County 
Pageant

Ben Ogletree, Livingston ISD Board President 
opened the January meeting with a Public 
Hearing on the Texas Academic Performance 
Report (TAPR).  LISD Chief Academic Officer 
Janan Moore presented the report and shared 
that a public hearing is required each year 
after the TAPR is released by the state in De-
cember.  The district received a B rating with 
an indication of needs assistance in the area of 
Special Education.  Special needs students are 
mandated to take the assessment that matches 
the grade they are enrolled in.  The STAAR 

  A Town Hall meeting for House District 19 will be held at Livingston 
High School cafeteria on Thursday, January 23, from 6:00 pm - 8:00 
pm.  Representative James White will focus on the subject of public 
education but will also answer questions on statewide and local topics.  
White is uncontested for the State Representation position, and this is 
not an event to sponsor a candidate or political party.  Dan Ellis, former 
State Representative, will be the forum moderator and will engage in a 
conversation with Rep. White. 
   Livingston’s event is one of 40 public education candidate events 
across the state-sponsored by Raise Your Hand Texas Foundation.  
“Public education has never been more important to our local commu-
nities and state, and we believe it’s critical every voter is informed on 
this issue,” said Libby Cohen, the director of advocacy at the Founda-
tion. There will be an opportunity to greet Rep. White beginning at 
6:00 pm, and the Town Hall Discussion will start at 6:30 pm.  Raise Your 
Hand Texas, a nonpartisan organization, has launched a new statewide 
education advocacy effort aimed at supporting public education in 
Texas.  Their candidate forums and town halls leading up to the 2020 
primary election have a goal of engaging the community and encour-
aging citizens to vote.  To RSVP for the Livingston event, visit Raise Your 
Hand Texas webpage- advocacy.raiseyourhandtexas.org/events

participation rate was at 100% 
and the district attendance 
rates were 95.8%.  The drop-
out rate was for the 2017-2018 
year at 2.1%.  The graduation 
profile was listed for 2017-
2018 graduates and listed 
the foundation high school 
diploma at 59 which is the 
minimum high school plan 
and two-thirds of the senior 
class received a distinguished 
level diploma which requires 
four years of science and four 
years of math.  Dual credit 

For The Future Forum Thursday, January 23, 6-8 pm 
LHS Commons

Rep. James White

Dan Ellis

graduates were at 24% which is above the 
state level.  Career & Military ready graduates 
were at 53.6% which included pathways that 
ended in a certification. SAT & ACT results 
were at 37.5% which reflected in a 2017-2018 
reporting, future reportings will be higher 
because Livingston High School now offers 
school-day testing and currently requires that 
every graduate take the SAT, ACT or both 
Math & Reading portions of the TSI exam.  
Livingston High School graduates enrolled 
in higher education were 37.4%.  Reporting 

Livingston ISD Board members were presented with a proc-
lamation from Gov. Greg Abbott declaring January 2020 as 
School Board Recognition Month.  They also received many 
homemade items from students in the district.



from the 2018-2019 school year, the turnover rate for teachers was 
at 18% compared to 30% three years ago.
   LISD Superintendent Dr. Brent Hawkins presented the 2018-
2019 State of the District.  Hawkins shared, “The data continues 
to reveal the strides were are taking in the district. The Class 
of 2019 was a historic year and so many people in this room 
contributed to this success.  We are laying a foundation to build 
on each year and we continue to give all we have for the success 
of students.”  Hawkins reflected, “Since 2014 we have saved more 
than $11 million through bond refinancing.  We have added $5 
million to the fund balance but in return, we have many benefits 
including lights for the Livingston Junior High football field and 
track, the construction of LHS Tennis Complex, band uniforms, 
the purchase of LISD Baseball-Softball Complex, the construction 
of the Corky Cochran Track & Soccer Complex at LHS.  The per 
pupil revenue that the district receives from the state drives the 
district recruitment and retention plan and financially we have 
been able to do some things that allows for us to close the equity 
gap. There have been great gains and accomplishments from the 
expanding Dual Credit and CTE programs.  We continue to focus 
on Professional Development and teachers in their Professional 
Learning Communities.  In the District realignment, our teachers 
and staff that shifted in the massive move over the Summer can be 
contributed to Lisa Pearson, Brian Crossin and our staff in their 
organized plans and efforts that were laid out before the move 
began.  LHS was acknowledged as one of the top 25 schools in the 
Lone Star Cup which is based on high achieving UIL accomplish-
ments.  Thirty students from the Class of 2022 are on track to earn 
sixty hours.  Last year, 207 college credits were completed and 797 
certifications were earned by the students at LHS and 6,000 hours 
of staff development was documented.  Accomplishments are 

made by hard decisions and on 
behalf of the district, I would 
like to commend the board on 
a job well done.”
   In honor of School Board 
Recognition Month, the LISD 
school board was recognized 
with cards, cookies and home-
made items created and given 
by students of the district.  
   Under Action items, the 
board approved a resolution 
for the purpose of financing 20 
school buses.  
   Emily Read from LISD 
Technology Integration led a 
demonstration of virtual reality devices.  The presentation allowed 
the experience of using Google Expedition headsets while follow-
ing a lesson plan that is used for students. The astronomy lesson 
gave a virtual tour of the solar system from a student classroom 
perspective.  Read emphasized how lesson plans are reviewed to 
ensure that the use of Google Expedition will enrich the lesson 
and give students the opportunity to gain a deeper understand-
ing of the classroom curriculum. Melissa Anderson, Pine Ridge 
Primary teacher assisted board members with the use of Osmos, a 
learning application used in the classroom. Read shared with the 
board, “We appreciate your support in purchasing instructional 
technology.  The teachers truly appreciate it and are using the 
devices.”  
   During Executive Session, the Board of Trustees extended Dr. 
Hawkins contract through January 31, 2023.

Emily Read
LISD Technology Integration



Stephen F. Austin President Scott Gor-
don met with LISD Superintendent Dr. 

Brent Hawkins and LISD Chief Academic 
Officer Janan Moore in Livingston along 
with Dr. Joe Shannon and Dr. Steve Bull-
ard to discuss additional course opportu-
nities for the students of Livingston High 
School. Ninth through twelfth graders 
currently have an opportunity to take 
sixty college hours through the dual credit 

AXE EM JACKS LISD Superintendent Dr. Brent Hawkins and LISD Chief Academic 
Officer Janan Moore met with Stephen F. Austin State University President Dr. 
Scott Gordon, Dr. Steve Bullard - SFA VP for Academic Affairs, and Dr. Joseph 
Shannon - SFA Director of University Partnerships. The group was discussing dual 
credit offerings for Livingston High School students to take for the Fall 2020 se-
mester.  Pictured L-R Dr. Joseph Shannon, Dr. Steve Bullard, Dr. Scott Gordon, Dr. 
Brent Hawkins, and Janan Moore.

program at no cost to parents.  Transpor-
tation is provided for students to attend 
courses offered at the Angelina College - 
Polk County Campus.  Additional distance 
courses are also offered on the high school 
campus through Stephen F. Austin State 
University.  
Hawkins said, “The district is extremely 
excited about the partnership and new 
frontier of opportunities that Stephen F. 

Austin brings to our community and stu-
dents.”  Information will be coming in the 
near future about these exciting opportu-
nities.
   The district will expand Career and Tech-
nical Dual Credit opportunities in the Fall 
of 2020.  Students will be able to attend the 
Angelina College campus in Lufkin during 
the school day.
  The LISD school board approved a Career 
and Technical Education (CTE) course 
expansion with a higher education option.  
Angelina College will be able to offer a vast 
number of courses by busing students to 
the Lufkin campus after lunch each day.  
These courses would be paid by the district 
and would be offered during the junior and 
senior years.  There will be an admissions 
process for students to be selected to be part 
of this program.  Credit Program Certificates 
offered would include Computer Informa-
tion Systems - Networking or Programming, 
Criminal Justice, Diesel Technology, Drafting 
and Design, Electronic Technology - Fluid 
Power, Electromechanical Technology - 
Electrical Specialty or Maintenance Techni-
cian, HVAC - Commercial or Residential, 
Machine Tool Technology, Management 
Development, Welding. Non-Credit Program 
Certificates will also be available NCCR 
Heavy Equipment Operator, Manufactur-
ing Production Technician, Fire Academy, 
Jailer/911 Dispatch, Microsoft Certification, 
Google Support Technician.   These courses 
were added to the Livingston High School 
Course Description Guide and the academic 
advisors are discussing these options with 
students so they can begin to select their 
courses for the Fall semester of 2020.  

Creekside Elementary PE teacher Melanie Justice receives grant 
proceeds from Christina Herwald with Dairy Max to be used for 
campus activities associated with their Fuel Up to Play 60 pro-
gram.  Pictured L-R Creekside Asst. Principal Deanna Willmann, 
Creekside Principal Elisha Bell, Herwald, LISD Food Service 
Director Mark Young, PE Teacher Melanie Justice, and Crystal 
Valderez.

Jocelyn Barnes and 
Madison Stork, mem-
bers of the Livingston 
High School Chorale will 
perform with the Texas 
All-State Small School 
Choir in San Antonio, 
Saturday, February 15, 
at the Henry B. González 
Convention Center as 
part of the 2020 Texas 
Music Educators Associ-
ation Convention.
Jocelyn and Madison 
were chosen for this 
prestigious honor 
through a competitive 
process held across the 
state. The girls sing at 
school under the direc-
tion of Tom Myers.

TMEA All-State Choir Selections Creekside Elementary receives grant


