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Dyslexia and Related Disorders 
 
Dyslexia means a disorder of constitutional origin manifested by a difficulty in learning to read, 
write, or spell, despite conventional instruction, adequate intelligence, and sociocultural 
opportunity. 
 
Related disorders include disorders similar to or related to dyslexia, such as developmental 
auditory imperceptions, dysphasia, specific developmental dyslexia, developmental dysgraphia, 
and developmental spelling disability. 
 
Livingston ISD Board of Trustees must ensure that procedures for identifying a student with 
dyslexia or a related disorder are implemented in the district 19 TAC 74.28(a) and TEC 38.003 
(c). The district’s process and strategies for screening for dyslexia and related disorders must be 
implemented in accordance with The Dyslexia Handbook: 2021 Update Procedures Concerning 
Dyslexia and Related Services (“The Dyslexia Handbook”).  The District must report through 
PEIMS the number of students enrolled in the District who are identified as having dyslexia. 

To comply with child find requirements, the District must screen or test all students for dyslexia 
and related disorders at appropriate times in accordance with The Dyslexia Handbook and state 
law.  Specifically, the law requires that all kindergarten and first grade students be screened for 
dyslexia and related services.  In addition, the law requires the District to administer to students in 
kindergarten, first grade, and second grade a reading instrument to assess student reading 
development and comprehension.  This law also requires the District to administer a reading 
instrument at the beginning of seventh grade to students who did not demonstrate reading 
proficiency on the sixth-grade state reading STAAR.   

Only District or Campus Personnel who are trained in valid, evidence-based assessments and can 
appropriately evaluate students for dyslexia and related disorders should conduct the screenings. 
This includes an individual who is certified/licensed in dyslexia or a classroom teacher who holds 
a valid certification and who is trained in instructional strategies that use individualized, intensive, 
multisensory, phonetic methods, as well as a variety of writing and spelling components. 

The District is required to consider prior screenings and testing before rescreening or retesting a 
student determined to have dyslexia during a prior screening or testing.  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kLvfx1t87Wp3R2aiwbnDuRT1nY5sREwgAD4qNgtfa1U/edit?usp=sharing
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The District may not use early intervention strategies, such as Response to Intervention systems 
or other multi-tiered systems of support, to delay or deny the special education evaluation of a 
student suspected to have a specific learning disability, including dyslexia or a related disorder.  

TSDS/PEIMS Reporting: 

Data is reported by campus in the following manner: 

• The dyslexia teacher and RtI specialist will review the assessment and ensure the 
appropriate scores are being reported to the campus PEIMS coordinator. Those PEIMS 
codes are entered into the district’s reporting system and reviewed by the District PEIMS 
coordinator. The District PEIMS Coordinator ensures the data is reported to the state by 
the appropriate deadlines. 

o Dyslexia screening is reported for Grades 1 and 2, annually in January 
o  Dyslexia screening is reported for K, annually in May 
o Students identified and served through Section 504/IDEA B are reported and 

services/plan/IEP are initiated. Dyslexia data for each student receiving section 
504/IDEA B is reviewed and reported annually, thereafter. 

• Results of the dyslexia and related disorder screenings for students in Kindergarten and 
Grade 1 shall be reported through the Texas Student Data System Public Education 
Information Management System (TSDS PEIMS). 

Screening/ Identification Process: 

The district Special Education Department will provide at a minimum, annual training to each 
campus Child Find designee on procedures related to services for students with suspected 
disabilities including the condition of dyslexia.  

Students in grades K-2 may have been identified through a universal TEA approved dyslexia 
screener. Kindergarten students will be assessed using the TX-KEA dyslexia screener during the 
spring, prior to May. First grade students will be assessed using the TPRI prior to January 31. 
Second grade students will also be assessed for reading competency using the TPRI. Students in 
7th grade, who did not perform satisfactorily on the 6th grade state assessment for Reading are 
also screened using Istation, ISIP assessment. Before screening may take place, District or Campus 
Administration will select a screening instrument from the Commissioner’s List of Reading 
Instruments list for Campus Personnel to use that addresses the following skills: 

• Kindergarten –  Letter Sound Knowledge or Letter Naming Fluency; Phonological 
Awareness 
 

• First Grade – Word Reading Accuracy or Fluency; Phonological Awareness,  
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The campus RtI Committee will be responsible for reviewing the data of students and determining 
if there is a reason to suspect the student may have a disability including characteristics of dyslexia. 
If the RtI committee determines that the data does not give the members reason to suspect that a 
student has dyslexia, a related disorder or other disability, the RtI Committee may decide to 
provide the student with additional supports in the classroom or through the Response to 
Intervention process or other Campus-based intervention system.  However, the student is not 
referred for an evaluation at this time.  

Campus Personnel will continue to monitor students for common risk factors for dyslexia in 
second grade and beyond. Based on the universal screener for reading and dyslexia, if a student is 
at low risk for reading difficulties, the campus will continue evidence-based core reading 
instruction and continue to monitor the student for reading difficulties in the future. 

If the Student Support Team suspects that the student has dyslexia or a related disorder, the Student 
Support Team should refer the student for an initial FIE under the IDEA, as there is a reason to 
suspect that special education services are necessary for the student.  See [REFERRAL FOR 
POSSIBLE SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES]. 

At any point in the process, a referral for a dyslexia evaluation may be made under IDEA if 
a disability and a corresponding need for special education services are suspected.   
Progression through the intervention process is not required in order to begin the 
identification of dyslexia.   

Referrals for consideration of students with suspected disabilities including the condition of 
dyslexia may be completed for any student in the district. Parents of all students with suspected 
disabilities including the condition of dyslexia will be notified by the local campus designee and 
provided information concerning the suspected disability, the condition, and possible options for 
providing services to the student with the condition of dyslexia which align with the TEA 
Dyslexia Handbook. 

Utilizing the designated district-wide process, the family of all students suspected of dyslexia 
will be offered an evaluation for dyslexia through IDEA (special education). Parent/guardian will 
be provided prior written notice and consent for the evaluation. The parent/guardian has the right 
to refuse the evaluation through IDEA (special education) by indicating no to consent. 

All IDEA evaluation timelines will be adhered to and once the evaluation is complete the ARD 
committee will convene to review the evaluation. Determination for special education services is 
a two prong process; 1) does the student have a disability that meets TEA criteria for eligibility 
and 2) does the student have a need for specially designed instruction. Should the evaluation data 
show evidence of dyslexia, which is considered a specific learning disability under IDEA, but 
have no need for specially designed instruction, the ARD committee will refer to Section 504 to 
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determine if services may be warranted, without delay. Should the ARD committee determine 
the student meets both criteria for special education, an IEP will be developed. 

The district dyslexia designee will provide the parent information on the Dyslexia program, 
including all required components, annually. Parent information and resources will be distributed 
either through 504 or ARD committee, depending on which program provides the student’s 
services. 

If a parent denies a Full Individual Initial Evaluation under Special Education/IDEA but 
still wants a Dyslexia evaluation under 504: 

• The folder will be sent to Special Services. 
• The Special Services department will verify through written documentation that the 

parent has been given informed consent under IDEA/Special Education by an 
evaluation team member and is denying the school district to conduct the Full Initial 
Individual Evaluation under IDEA/Special Education ( 

• Special services staff will contact the campus at-risk/counselor interventionist to obtain 
504 consent.   

• Once consent has been obtained, the Special Services department will contact 
assessment personnel to conduct the evaluation.   
 

Parent Education Program: 
Campus Personnel must provide parents or guardians of students suspected of having dyslexia or 
a related disorder a copy or a link to the electronic version of The Dyslexia Handbook as soon as 
the suspicion arises. 

The District and/or Campus Personnel must also offer a parent education program for parents or 
guardians of students with dyslexia and related disorders. This program must include: 

• Awareness and characteristics of dyslexia and related disorders;  

• Information on testing and diagnosis of dyslexia and related disorders; 

• Information on effective strategies for teaching students with dyslexia and related 
disorders; 

• Information on qualifications of those delivering services to students with dyslexia and 
related disorders; 

• Awareness of information on accommodations and modifications, including those for 
statewide assessments; 
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• Information on eligibility, evaluation requests, and services available to the student under 
Section 504 and IDEA, and information regarding intervention processes, such as 
Response to Intervention; and 

• Contact information for the relevant regional and/or District specialists for dyslexia and 
related disorders.  

Evidenced Based Instruction/Practices: 

The District must provide a reading program for any student with dyslexia or a related disorder 
that is in accordance with the descriptors and implementation requirements found in The Dyslexia 
Handbook.  All Dyslexia Providers must be trained in the instructional strategies that use 
individualized, multisensory, phonetic methods and a variety of writing and spelling components 
as described in The Dyslexia Handbook.     

The District must provide each student identified as having dyslexia access to the District’s 
dyslexia services with a provider trained in dyslexia and related disorders at the student’s 
campus.  The membership in the district's overall general education screening system is 
determined by local campus administration unless specified in LISD policy. The overall 
screening system on each campus is under the general responsibility of the campus Principal and 
not the Special Services Department. The timeline for review of individual student progress is 
also under the direction of the Principal and members of the RtI Committee. The campus 
principal, or designee (e.g., RtI specialist, interventionist) is responsible for annual training of the 
campus staff. Those delivering the training should complete the required training through the 
CLI Engage platform for both the TX-KEA and TPRI.  

TIMELINES FOR DYSLEXIA SERVICES ACTIVITIES:  

• Training for teachers who screen and instruct students with dyslexia, including 
interventionists as well as classroom teachers will occur at a minimum, annually. 

• Information for parents and guardians of students with dyslexia will be provided 
annually. 

• Notifying parents of students eligible under Section 504 about services and options 
available to students with dyslexia is at the campus’ discretion. 

• Dyslexia screening – as requested by parent or campus, required state annual dyslexia 
screening. 

• FIE (referral for dyslexia under IDEA) as requested by the campus or parent: All 
federal/state timelines will be followed.  

• Parent consent received prior to the last 45 days of school – 45 school days to complete 
the FIE. Timeline is extended day for day for absences of 3 or more. 
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ARD meeting will be held within 30 calendar days from the completion of the FIE. If parent 
consent is received more than 35 school days, but less than 45 days of school, the written 
report is required to be to the parent/guardian by June 30th and an ARD within the first 15 
school days of the following year. Timeline is extended to the full 45 school days and is 
extended into the next school year for absences of 3 or more school days. 

STAFF RESPONSIBLE: 

• District Level: Special Services Director, Assistant Director of Special Education,  
Educational Diagnostician 

• Campus Level: Campus RTI Committee 

EVIDENCE OF PRACTICE: 

· Forms or checklists 

Teacher training artifacts (presentation handouts, sign-in sheets, etc.) 

· Agendas from education programs for parents 

· Written consent for evaluation 

· Evaluation reports 

· Copies of Section 504 meetings 

· Copies of ARD committee meetings 

· Description of reading program(s) used for students with dyslexia 

· TSDS/PEIMS reports for students with disabilities identified with dyslexia 
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