
serves as a dropout prevention pro-
gram in the district. Hawkins added, 
“Four years ago our dropout rate was 
twice the state average, and now we are 
under the state average.” Hawkins also 
shared the TEA College and Career 
Readiness Data.  “Ninety-eight percent 
of Livingston High School graduates 
are college and career ready.  Th e ca-
reer and technology certifi cation pas-
sage rate was 92%, which is phenome-
nal.”    Hawkins explained how the four 
areas of Core Curriculum that are now 
in place were the result of the fi ndings 
of the Curriculum Audit.
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Monday, August 21, 2017
First Day of School
Tuesday, August 22, 2017
LHS Varsity Tennis vs Diboll
5:00 pm- Lady Lion Volleyball vs 
Diboll- A
Wednesday, August 23, 2017
Th ursday, August 24, 2017
Lady Lion Volleyball- Anderson 
Shiro Tournament
5:00 pm- Lions vs Diboll (Scrim-
mage)- A
Friday, August 25, 2017
Lady Lion Volleyball- Anderson 
Shiro Tournament
Saturday, August 26, 2017
Lady Lion Volleyball- Anderson 
Shiro Tournament
LHS- Cross Country @ Willow 
Waterhole

DISTRICT CONVOCATION -- Convocation guest speaker Mi-
chael Bonner pictured with LISD Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
Brent Hawkins.  Hawkins provided the State of the District and 
Bonner gave a motivating presentation to start the new school year.

LISD kicks off year during the District Convocation

The Livingston Independent School 
District Convocation is the fi rst 

meeting of the year to include all re-
turning faculty and new employees of 
the district.  Th e convocation was held 
at First Baptist Church of Livingston 
with the church members providing 
breakfast to the six hundred employees 
of the district.  Th e staff  of First Bap-
tist Church provided sound, graphic 
and technical services for the district 
event.  Th e convocation serves as a 
time to motivate, energize and inspire 
teachers as they kick off  the new school 
year.  School Board President Bea Ellis 
began the event by thanking teachers 
for always giving their best to the stu-
dents of LISD.  First Baptist Church 
Pastor Brett Lester gave an invocation.  
Dr. Brent Hawkins introduced LHS 
junior Cheyenne Peters, Sam Houston 
FFA District President as the convoca-
tion emcee.
  Th e program included an entertain-
ing version of Boomers vs. Millennial 
Game Show, hosted by Joel Casiday.  
Representatives from each generation 
were selected to answer trivia ques-
tions on stage during the game show 
segments.  
    A special rendition of Stand by Me 
with school-related lyrics was per-
formed by band students and direc-
tors.  Th e crowd also enjoyed videos 
featuring a school board member, a 

teacher, LHS Alum and a student as 
they shared personal stories that fol-
lowed the 2017-2018 district theme 
“Do What You Can’t.”  Each video il-
lustrated how they overcame an obsta-
cle in their life to achieve great success.
   Dr. Brent Hawkins presented the 
State of the District and highlighted 
the achievements of LISD.  “LISD gave 
students the opportunity to earn 39 
college hours paid for by the district”.  
Students have long had the opportuni-
ty to earn college hours by enrolling in 
dual credit courses, but 2017-2018 will 
be the third year that LISD will pay for 
the tuition.  Hawkins shared “72 Class 
of 2017 students graduated from Liv-
ingston High School Academy”.  Th e 
Academy is an alternative campus that 

District Website - www.livingstonisd.com

Cheyenne Peters, emcee
Sam Houston District FFA President

Th ank You
A special thank you to 
First Baptist Church for the 
generous hospitality and the 
wonderful breakfast prepared 
for 600 district employees.  
We appreciate your service to 
the community. Brett Lester, Lead Pastor

First Baptist Church
Bea Ellis

LISD Board President
Marty Drake - LISD Board Secretary & Mike Nettles - LISD Board Member

Joel Casiday
Boomers vs. Millennials Game Show Host

According to TEA, 
Ninety-eight percent 
of Livingston High 
School graduates are 
college and career 
ready.

STAND BY ME -- Band Directors, Music Directors and student 
musicians entertained district employees during the Convocation 
with a modifi ed teacher version of the popular song Stand By Me.

other Southeast Texas average scores.  
Th e full-day Pre-Kindergarten pro-
gram in Livingston serves 98% of the 
families who are qualifi ed to partic-
ipate. Th ere has been a 30% increase 
in students reading on or above grade 
level for those attending Kindergarten 
through third grades.  LISD is a pre-
mier digital district in Greater East 
Texas by putting a Chromebook in the 
hands of every student in 4th - 12th 
grades and provide teacher support 
with Technology Integration.  Th e 
largest reform eff ort in the district over 
the past three years has been in em-
ployee salaries and in teachers alone, 
the pay adjustment has been $1.69 mil-
lion. During the last three years, some 
levels of the tenure saw as much as 
$5,000 increases. Th e district will con-
tinue to have four major initiatives that 
the district’s goal setting and planning 
revolves around:  Th e Kinder Ready 
Initiative, Future Ready  Initiative of 
being digitally competent, Curriculum 
Instruction Assessment Alignment 
and the Early College Movement.  We 
plan to move toward 100% of our stu-
dents having at least three hours of 
college or career certifi cations.  In the 
not-so-distant future, some students 
will earn their associates degree and 
high school diploma at the same time.
   Guest Speaker Michael Bonner is a 
2nd-grade teacher at South Green-
ville Elementary School in Greenville, 

North Carolina, working hard every 
day to make a profound impact on his 
students with his vision to teach them 
to become productive global citizens. 
He has been teaching for four years 
and is currently working on his gradu-
ate degree in school administration at 
Liberty University. Michael was hon-
ored in early 2017 by Ellen DeGeneres 
in recognition of his positive and in-
novative approaches to education for 
children struggling with the challenges 
of poverty.  Bonner gave an energizing, 
motivating, inspirational presentation 
that included the ups and downs of his 
teaching career.  

Th e advantages for families in LISD 
were outlined as the community 
awarded $684,000 in scholarships 
through the Green & White Scholar-
ship Program.  Th e average SAT score 
at LHS was 1325, which is higher than 

Michael Bonner, Guest Speaker

MUSICAL PERFORMANCE -- Th e convocation crowd was wowed 
by the musical performance of the district band directors and students.


