
Hawk’s      Talk
Friday, August 16, 2019

Dr. Brent Hawkins
LISD Superintendent Thank you to all staff members and Lion Country Family who 

have contributed to getting this year off and running.  A district 
our size takes tremendous teamwork to start and run effectively.  
This years mantra of #getEXCELLENCE is about the relentless 
pursuit of perfection to attain excellence.  What better way to 
start the year off by acknowledging the August home of Linda our 
traveling Llama as she stays with Michelle Llanes class.  Mrs. Llanes 
class this past year was high performing in Kindergarten reading.  
These student outcomes move our students toward the LISD vision Monday, August 19, 2019

5:30 pm – 6:30 pm- LJH Focus 
Pep Rally (7th & 8th-grade 
Parents)
Tuesday, August 20, 2019
4:30 pm- LHS Volleyball vs 
Porter
Wednesday, August 21, 2019
LJH- 8th Grade Chromebook 
Distribution
LJH- Band Instrument Drive
Thursday, August 22, 2019
LJH- 7th Grade Chromebook 
Distribution
LHS- Fr/JV Volleyball Hamshire 
Fannett Tournament
LHS- Varsity Volleyball Ander-
son Shiro Tournament
7:00 pm Meet the Lions - Lion 
Stadium 
Friday, August 23, 2019
LJH- 6th Grade Chromebook 
Distribution
8:00 am- LHS Cross Country @ 
Bear Branch Sportsfield
7:30 pm- LHS Lions Football @ 
Diboll (Scrimmage)
Saturday, August 24, 2019
10:00 am - LHS - Photo Media 
Day
LHS- Fr/JV Volleyball Hamshire 
Fannett Tournament
LHS- Varsity Volleyball Ander-
son Shiro Tournament

Lion Country 
CALENDAR

Livingston ISD...
Empowering and 
Inspiring Excellence

We are

Lion Country

VISION STATEMENT

A great start to another great year

The 12th Man Foundation and Texas 
A&M Athletics would like to invite all 

Educators, as well as their family and friends 
to come and support the Aggies as they take 
on UTSA November 2nd, 2019. All tickets 
will be discounted through this exclusive 
offer, and the first 50 purchasers will have the 
opportunity to take a post-game photo on the 
field!
   Tickets are $30 each and will be delivered 
digitally at a later date.
   If you have any questions, please contact 
Brendan Henry at 979-260-7572 or bhen-
ry@12thmanfoundation.com.
   For the most up to date game information 
visit - https://12thman.com/schedule.aspx-
?path=football

of excellence.  Thank you, Michelle 
Llanes. for your work in the 2018-
2019 school year.
   This past year we were able to 
shift revenue and add an addition-
al school resource officer (SRO) 
and I’m proud to announce the 
Livingston ISD Board of Trustees 
approved spending SB11 funds by 
adding a fourth officer to the district 
agreement with the City of Livingston.  The Board of Trustees also 
approved the Board Goals for the 2019-2020 school year.  (Goals 
found on Hawk’s Talk - page 2.)
   Livingston ISD is committed to excellence in all areas and we 
are excited that our extra-curricular events are about to be in full 
swing.  Please come out and support the Lions and Lady Lions as 
they represent us and our community.
   Enthusiastically Yours,
   Dr. Brent Hawkins

Texas A&M Educator Appreciation Game

   Be prepared on game day by 
reviewing the 12-1-1 Gig ‘Em 
Rule found at this web link: 
http://gameday.12thman.com/
beclear.html

Hawkins with Linda the llama

Michelle Llanes’ Class is the 
recipient of Linda the traveling 
llama in recognition of high 
performing reading scores.



#getEXCELLENCE

Livingston ISD Goals
2019-2020

Curriculum Goal—LISD will promote student and staff expectations by providing a challenging and 
purposeful curriculum, enhanced by technology integration.

 •  LISD’s goal is for every student to leave high school as college or career ready, based on the   
individual student’s long-term goals. The district will develop a master plan that includes dual credit and 
CTE course offerings with the intent for every student to graduate with a minimum of 24 hours of college 
credit or a CTE certification.
 •  LISD will deliver instruction that focuses on student outcomes, including local, state, and federal 
accountability, graduation rates, and the production of artifacts. Classroom instruction will be consistent 
throughout each grade level, while allowing for individual teacher lesson planning and delivery.

Leadership Goal: Livingston ISD recruits, hires, and retains a high performing faculty and staff of 
student-centered, life-long learners. We will establish an environment where our employees are valued, 
supported, and provided opportunities for professional growth. Our district intends to be a “destination of 
choice” where the best and brightest educators desire to spend their career working with our
students.  

Finance and Operations Goal—LISD will exercise fiscal and operational responsibility.
 • LISD will develop and maintain a budget based on student needs, which reflects current and
projected trends in enrollment. District needs are determined based on student achievement
and community/workforce values. The District maintains effective internal controls and is
transparent in its budgeting and spending.
 •The District will continue to be a good steward of taxpayer dollars, through the care,
maintenance, and improvement of current facilities. The District provides facilities that are safe,
secure and a source of pride for all stakeholders.

School Safety Goal—LISD believes that students perform at the highest level in a safe and secure
environment.

 •The District will address student safety through both pro-active and reactive means. Teachers
and appropriate staff receive training in mental health first aid, trauma informed practices, and
social/emotional learning. Student character development activities and programs are in place
on every campus.
 • LISD provides School Resource Officers throughout the district and the District Emergency
Operations plan will be updated annually and staff shall be trained on multiple aspects of school
safety.

Superintendent Dr. Brent Hawkins pictured with the LISD Board of Trustees
Kevin Wooten, Mike Nettles, Board President Ben Ogletree, Krissa Bass, 
Board Vice-President Marty Drake, John Allen Slocomb and Board Secretary 
Scott Paske.
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The mission of 
Livingston ISD, in 
partnership with our 
families and community, 
is to provide an 
exemplary education 
that prepares students 
to become successful 
citizens.

LIVINGSTON ISD
MISSION STATEMENT

Monday, August 26, 2019
6:00 pm- LISD School Board 
Meeting @ LHS
Tuesday, August 27, 2019
4:30 pm- LHS Volleyball vs 
Crosby
Wednesday, August 28, 
2019
Thursday, August 29, 2019
Friday, August 30, 2019
5:00 pm- LHS JV/V Volley-
ball @ New Waverly
7:00 pm- Lions Football @ 
Shepherd
Saturday, August 31, 2019
LHS- Freshman Volleyball 
Groveton Tournament
8:00 am-LHS- Cross Country 
@ Pecan Acres Park (SFA)

Labor 
Day

Monday, Sept. 2
Staff & Student

Holiday

As we close the first full week of the school year out, know that I am extremely 
appreciative of the millions of little things each of you do to make Livingston 

successful for our students.  The routines of being back in school have begun to 
smooth the city traffic patterns out as much as possible as well as the other logistics 
involved with educating our students.  This Monday begins the Green and White 
Scholarship donation jeans day schedule.  Those of you who have participated we 
are highly appreciative and those who have not please know there is still time to fill 
out your form to support our students. 
   This week launched activities for our GEAR UP grant that really excited me as 
a beginning to change the culture of our students to a college and career going 
passion at Livingston Junior High.  We must involve our parents and community 
as partners in the educational process in a meaningful manner to increase our 
student's post-secondary success.  Rigor and Relevance are crucial to preparing 
our students for opportunities to connect our student's dreams.  This is a massive 
transformational endeavor that will require the efforts of everyone and for that I 
personally thank you.  We have many new events and changes in the coming years 
for the class of 2024 to pioneer our enhanced vision of college and careers.  
   Next week will be the start of my classroom visits and I look forward to seeing 
each of you that carry out our mission of accelerating learning or as we term this 
year #getEXCELLENCE.

           Sincerely,
           Dr. Brent Hawkins

Green & White Scholarship Donation

Jeans Day Schedule 
LISD faculty and staff who are participating in the Green & White 

Scholarship Spirit donations, please wear your professional-looking 
jeans with your spirit shirts on the following days.

Monday, January 27, 2020
Monday, February 10, 2020
Monday, February 24, 2020
Monday, March 23, 2020
Monday, April 27, 2020
Monday, May 11, 2020

Monday, August 26, 2019
Monday, September 9, 2019
Monday, September 23, 2019
Monday, October 14, 2019
Monday, October 28, 2019
Monday, November 11, 2019

#getEXCELLENCE

from our

2nd and 4th Monday

Flex Days - May 18 through May 20



www.focustrainingedu.com   salessupport@focustraining.com

LIVINGSTON 
ISD GEAR UP 
ROADSHOW 

August 19, 2019

WHAT IS A GEAR UP ROADSHOW? 
The GEAR UP Roadshows are fast-paced, energetic assembly-style programs aimed to 
familiarize students with GEAR UP programs and resources. We cover what it means to 
be a successful student and challenge students to “Commit Not To Quit!” in pursuit of 
higher education and goals beyond high school. Get ready to cheer, compete, and make 
a pledge to “Commit Not To Quit!”.

WILL STUDENTS BE INVOLVED?
Yes! After all, this program is for them! A Roadshow also contains visuals designed 
to improve crowd interaction. As part of the program, giveaways such as t-shirts 
and stickers will be randomly provided to students who participate and/or exhibit 
professionalism during the program.

WHAT IS THE ROLE OF SCHOOL STAFF? 
The role of staff in the program is minimal - mostly helping with any disciplinary issues, 
should they arise. We will meet with your leadership prior to the Roadshow just to 
answer any questions and provide further details on staff involvement.

WHAT DOES THE PARENT SESSION LOOK LIKE?
Parents can expect a 60 minute, high energy introduction to GEAR UP and the college-
going process/career-readiness culture it promotes.

WHERE CAN I FIND MORE INFORMATION? 
Feel free to reach out to Ariana Wusler, Client Relations Manager, for specific questions 
or additional details - ariana.wusler@focustraining.com or 877-273-4670.

Latrell Armstrong 
led the 7th and  
8th-grade parent 
meeting this week 
at Livingston Junior 
High.  The event was held 
to help give students and 
parents an overview of 
programs and resources that 
will be provided through the 
GEAR UP grant.

The parent meeting held at LJH this week covered what it 
means to be a successful student.  Parents are partners with the 
school in the challenge for students to “Commit Not to Quit!” on 
pursuing high education and goals beyond high school.  Parents 
will lend their support for students to commit to participation 
in tutoring and programs provided for free for 7th & 8th grade 
students.  These programs are provided through the proceeds 
from GEAR UP grant.  

LJH Parents learn about GEAR UP programs and resources

GEAR UP is an acronym for Gaining Early Awareness 
and Readiness for Undergraduate Programs

Meet the Lions
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Monday, September 9, 2019
4:30 pm- LJH Volleyball @ 
Shepherd
Tuesday, September 10, 2019
4:30 pm- LHS Volleyball @ 
Diboll
5:30 pm- LJH National Junior 
Honor Society Induction
Wednesday, September 11, 2019
Progress Reports
Th ursday, September 12, 2019
LJH- Black Out
4:30 pm- LJH- 7/8 Football vs 
Liberty
Friday, September 13, 2019
4:30 pm- LHS Volleyball vs 
Corrigan
7:00 pm- Lions Football vs 
Liberty
Saturday, September 14, 2019
8:00 am- LHS- Cross Country 
@ Dayton HS

A culture of winningMessage from
our Superintendent

The LHS Audio 
Visual classes in 
the CTE department 
prepare videos in 
their on-campus 
studio to broadcast 
on the new TV 
station provided by 
LivCom.

An AV class 
is offered 
at LHS this 
year where 
students  
produce, fi lm, 
and edit news 
and feature 
segments.

Lions defeat Shepherd 32-26 on a game 
winning touchdown in the fi nal seconds.

A� er 1029 days and the prior year being 
defeated by the Shepherd Pirates 68-7, 

our football team pulled o�  a dynamic win 
at Pirate Stadium.  I am extremely proud of 
these young men and coaches.  � e happiness 
that I have does not come from Friday night 
but rather watching the work they put in to 
prepare for the contest.  � e habits of defeat 
and culture that drive these disappointments 
are not easily changed, but these 31 young 
men paid a price to take a huge leap in doing 
just that.  Coach Voanover’s department 
started the change of this culture last year 
by the process of building athleticism � rst 
and sports second and this philosophy has 
improved all sports in our district.  While 
we may not have caught excellence no one 
can argue that we are taking great leaps in a 
positive direction.  Great things are on the 
way and once again thanks to all that made 
this progress happen.
   Another area that we are excited about is 
the partnership between LISD and LivCom.  
Livcom has allowed our students an oppor-
tunity at impactful learning in the area of 
broadcast like never before.  We are in Beta 
stage of television programming and the 
students and sta�  are excited for the oppor-
tunity to enhance our community and allow 
these young folks to obtain some remarkable 
experiences. � e district will release more 
information on the television station in the 
future.



Kinder Lion Pep Rally
This year marks the twelfth year of the celebration created 

to instill school spirit beginning with the Kindergarten 
students.  The students file into the gym with peppy sounds 
of the band creating an instant welcome where they are also 
greeted by Leo the Lion to enjoy their very own personalized 
pep rally held in the competition gym.  The NNDCC color 
guard opens the pep rally with the pledge and national 
anthem followed by the band’s high spirited songs leading 
the performances of the Livingston Royal Brigade flag corps, 
Emerald Belles drill team, and cheerleaders.  Varsity football 
players sit with the kindergartners encouraging them to 
express their lion spirit.  The pep rally ends with classmates 
joining pinkies in the air while they sing the school song.  A 
spirit line leading students from the school exit to the buses is 
a wonderful way to end their trip to Livingston High School for 
their very own pep rally.
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Message from our Superintendent
Iwant you all to know how much I appreciate the dedication you put forth each and 

every day in the classroom and in the district.  As progress reports were distributed this 
week, we all realize how quickly our instructional days are passing and how important it is 
to make the most of each day.  Your extra eff orts have not gone unnoticed and the atten-
tion to details is exactly what will make a diff erence in the success of our students.    

Monday, September 16, 2019
LJH- Student Council Sign-Ups
2:10 pm- LJH- Crazy Day Vol-
leyball Pep Rally
5:00 pm- LJH Volleyball vs 
Cleveland
6:00 pm- LISD School Board 
Meeting @ LHS
Tuesday, September 17, 2019
LJH- Student Council Sign-Ups
5:00 pm- LHS JV & 9th Volley-
ball @ Leon
6:00 pm - LHS Varsity Volley-
ball @ Leon
Wednesday, September 18, 2019
LJH- Student Council Sign-Ups
Th ursday, September 19, 2019
4:30 pm- LJH- 7/8 Football vs 
Jasper
5:00 pm- TCE PTO Meeting
Friday, September 20, 2019
6-Week UIL Eligibility Grade Check
5:00 pm- LHS JV/V Volleyball 
vs North Zulch
7:00 pm- Lions Football vs 
Jasper
Saturday, September 21, 2019
8:00 am- LHS- Cross Country 
@ Barbers Hill Invitational

The Livingston High School Chorale performed at 
Livingston City Hall’s 9-11 Remembrance Ceremony 
on Wednesday under the direction of Tom Myers and 
accompanist Marless Owen.

   I know we have had 
an emotional week in 
remembering the attacks 
on September 11 which 
occured eighteen years 
ago.   Th e members of our 
senior class would not re-
member the events which 
took place on this day.  On 
Patriot Day it’s important 
that we remember the 
sacrifi ces of US citizens 
and fi rst responders on 
a day that we will never 
forget.  It was this event 
that rallied our nation to 
stand arm-in-arm.  
   Tonight, the Livingston Lions Football team plays their fi rst home game against the 
Liberty Panthers.  Th e Lady Lions Volleyball team takes on Corrigan in the LHS Compe-
tition Gym and the Cross Country team will be attending the Dayton Bronco Invitation 
at Dayton High School tomorrow morning at 8:00 am.  I know the students appreciate the 
support of the faculty and staff  as you attend the games to cheer for our teams.  

L I V I N G S T O N  H I G H  S C H O O LHighway to
Homecoming 2019 Parade
Monday, September 23, 2019, 6:30 p.m.
Parade begins at the Downtown Livingston Water Tower and ends at Lion Stadium

- For More Info https://bit.ly/2kyOGzq 
- Submit application by September 18



LISD Professional Development Training

Science teachers in grades 3rd 
through 10th collaborated in a 
cooperative learning and planning 
session on effective instruction led 
by Adena Frazier from Region 6 
Education Service Center.

for Science
Teachers

L-R: 6th-grade Science teachers - Staci 
Carr, LHS AP David Credille, Celsa 
Hurley, Marvin Humphreys

L-R: Region 6 Specialist Adena Frazier, 7th-grade Science 
teacher - Laurie Henagan, Pam Lawrence and Principal Jared 
Nettles

8th-grade Science teachers
Michelle Brumley and Aubrey Cruse

5th-grade Science Teachers Thomas Milburn, Karen Butler, Tammi Brewer and 
Curriculum Coordinator Christine Jackson

LHS Biology teachers Kaleigh Powell 
and Matt Sanford
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September Board Summary

Monday, September 23, 2019
5:00 pm- LJH Volleyball @ Liberty
6:30 pm- Homecoming Parade
Tuesday, September 24, 2019
CGE- Fall Pictures
LJH- PTO Fundraiser Kick-Off
9:00 am-LISD SHAC Meeting @ CSE
5:00 pm- LHS JV/V Volleyball @ 
Centerville
Wednesday, September 25, 2019
Thursday, September 26, 2019
LHS- Senior Portrait Retakes
LJH- Camo Day
3:45 pm- DAC Meeting-LHS Library
4:30 pm- LJH- 7/8 Football vs 
Huntington
6:00 pm- LJH Tennis Parent/Stu-
dent Meeting
Friday, September 27, 2019
Gain/Lose UIL Eligibility from 
September 20
4:30 pm- LHS Volleyball vs Liberty
7:00 pm- Lions Football vs Hun-
tington (Homecoming)
Saturday, September 28, 2019
LJH- Volleyball B Team Hunting-
ton Tournament
8:30 am- LHS- Cross Country @ 
Tony Munson Invitational

L I V I N G S T O N  H I G H  S C H O O LHighway to
Homecoming 2019 Parade
Monday, September 23, 2019, 6:30 p.m.
 Parade begins at the Downtown Livingston Water Tower and ends at Lion Stadium

- For More Info https://bit.ly/2kyOGzq 
- Submit application by September 18

The September meeting opened with staff and student recognition after being called to order by 
Board President Ben Ogletree.  Jennifer Birdwell was honored with the prestigious Apple Corps 

Award and Jack Pedigo showcased a video production by the Hive from the Livingston High School 
Audio-Video Broadcast class.  This is a new class offered at LHS in the Career and Technical Educa-
tion (CTE) department.  Mrs. Tanya Cain expressed appreciation to LHS Principal Dr. Paul Drake, 
Superintendent Dr. Brent Hawkins, the board of trustees and LivCom on their support of this 
program.  LivCom has begun a beta program with a television station and will be airing Livingston 
High School productions on their channel.  
   Chief Financial Officer Ben Davidson presented an accounts payable update.  Davidson explained 
about an automated web-based software that would allow the district to pay bills online.  With the 
implementation of the automated software through Commerce Bank and based on a current list of 
vendors and amounts purchased in a year, a rebate amount of $19,000 could be accrued for LISD in 
a year.  Acceptance of the automated account payable proposal will allow the district to retain the 
current processes and procedures currently in place.
   A bus fleet report was presented by Superintendent Dr. Brent Hawkins.  The district continues 
to upgrade the fleet to make up for a five year stretch of no new bus purchases because of the 
2011 state budget cuts. In the last six years, the district has purchased thirty-three buses.  In a new 
proposal, the district may purchase five buses at a cost of $93,800 per bus with a total rollout of 
$469,000 or a second proposal of purchasing twenty new buses by financing over four years at a 
cost of $1.8 million.  The advantages of financing would be a lower cost of operation in the fleet by 
using buses that are less than twelve years old.  The normal life cycle of a bus is 16 to 18 years old.  
The majority of the fleet is made up of Thomas buses and keeping it standardized would make re-
pairs easier.   From a fuel standpoint, a 2019 or 2020 bus is much more efficient than a 2001 bus.  By 
purchasing new buses there would be a 3-5 year warranty depending on the aspect of the bus.  The 
district currently has six bus routes that are not air-conditioned.  If five buses are purchased there 
would still be one route without air conditioning.  If twenty buses are purchased a large segment of 
the old buses would be kept as backup.  A study was conducted and it was found that Thomas was 
the most efficient out of the choices of buses.
   In addition to the consent items being approved, the board also approved the purchase of twenty 
buses as an action item at an interest rate not exceeding 2.65% for four years with Mercedes-Benz 
Financial Services.
   The board approved the quarterly investment report from June 1st through August 31st, the 
annual investment report and annual investment policy.  Livingston CFO Ben Davidson said, “The 
rates were down in August from a high of 2.53% to 2.27% but are still very good historically.” The 
ending balance on August 31 in the general fund is $20,034,802.96.



Students in Mrs. Rodgers Social Studies class 
researched the economic, social and political 
background of six diff erent native Indian tribes in 
Texas using textbooks and recording information in 
journal.
   Th e students then created a Venn diagram from the 
notes comparing 2 tribes of their choice.  Th ey created 
a slide show using Google slides describing one Indian 
tribe.  One week was allowed to complete their projects 
before presenting to their class last Friday. 
Th e presentations connected old tribes with new 
describing older times and newer times while following 

7th Grade Social Studies    

Chesnee Daniel

Cooper Ritter and Carlos 
Rodriguez showing the 
dress of Haliwa Saponi.

Chesnee Daniel wearing 
the Bell dress when she 

was 5 years old.

some of the same traditions.   Mrs. Rodgers shared, 
“I’m very proud of my kids to go from reading to 
written to electronic to verbal.” 

Native Texans Project

Kayla Moriarity 
gave an informative 
presentation on the 
Apaches during 
Social Studies class.

Pictured L-R Top Row:  Valarie Gonzalez, 
Kyleigh Priest, Omar Trejo, Emarri McQueen, 
Ja’Brynn Johnson, Chesnee Daniel, Cooper 
Ritter, Carlos Rodriguez
Bottom Row: Christopher Carreon, Mrs. 
Rodgers, Kaydence Butler, Cheyenne Morse, 
Melanie Cano .

Chesnee Daniel brought dresses and 
a wrap that she has used at the Haliwa 
Saponi Pow Wow for presentation day.

Cheyenne MorseEmarri McQueen Ja’Brynn Johnson
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Financial Class for 7th and 8th-grade Parents

Monday, September 30, 2019
5:00 pm- LJH Volleyball vs 
Tarkington
Tuesday, October 1, 2019
4th Grade Ag in the Classroom
LJH- Pink-Out Pep Rally
LJH- 7th – 8th Grade Football 
vs Cleveland
4:30 pm- LHS Volleyball @ 
Tarkington
Wednesday, October 2, 2019
National Custodial Apprecia-
tion Day
Thursday, October 3, 2019
TCE- Fall Pictures
Friday, October 4, 2019
9:00 am- LHS College Fair
4:30 pm- LHS Volleyball vs 
Huffman
PRP- Fall Carnival
Football BYE Week
Saturday, October 5, 2019
7:45 am- LHS- Cross Country 
@ Lake Houston CC Invita-
tional

Livingston ISD has received a 
GEAR UP Grant.  GEAR UP 

is an acronym for Gaining Early 
Awareness and Readiness for Un-
dergraduate Programs.  The grant 
is from the state and federal level 
which aims to increase the number 
of students in low-income school 
districts who go on to attend 
college and/or vocational educa-
tion post-High School.  The grant 
which lasts seven years will require 
the district to provide services to 
students to help them with college 
choice, applications, and financial 
aid.  The grant will also work to 
change the culture of our district 
to help every student realize they 
can achieve the dream of higher 
education. 
   The grant is targeting the current 
7th and 8th-grade students at 
Livingston Junior High who are 
members of the graduating class of 
2024 and class of 2025.

   LISD GEAR UP Coordinator Jenny Bush, GEAR UP Administrator Gregg Faith and LJH Coun-
selor Robbie Vinson met with every 7th and 8th-grade student last week to discuss opportunities 
which lie ahead.  Last May, 7th and 8th graders participated in a lengthy questionnaire that helped to 
determine a focus of interest for each student.  Mrs. Bush distributed results for students to review.  
Mrs. Bush let the 7th graders know they will also be completing the questionnaire at the end of next 
school year so they can see how much they have grown.  
   The questionnaire results help lead students to a pathway that will follow their strengths.  The 
pathway can lead them to technical classes, 2-year college, 4-year college or entering the military.  
In order to help prepare students and parents with continuing education, the GEAR UP grant is 
funding a Financial Class or MasterClass that will be offered once a month beginning in October for 
7th and 8th-grade parents.  Sessions will be offered during the day, after school, evenings or through 

online webinars.  Bush says, ” I 
have received the book that will 
be used in the Financial Class and 
it’s good stuff.  I have two kids in 
college and the information cov-
ered in this course is so beneficial 
I wish I knew about it sooner.  I’m 
excited about the resources that 
are available to our parents and I 
can’t wait to share this informa-
tion.” To sign up for the financial 
class or for more information visit 
ljh.livingstonisd.com/financial-
class.

GEAR UP Grant providing parent benefit

LISD GEAR UP Coordinator Jenny Bush, GEAR UP Ad-
ministrator Gregg Faith and LJH Counselor Robbie Vin-
son met with every 7th and 8th-grade student last week 
to discuss the diverse opportunities that lie ahead.

IMPORTANT 
DATES 

Oct. 11 - Early Release
- 2 hours earlier than normal -
Oct. 14 - Student Holiday



School Health Advisory Council (SHAC) kicks off  new school year 

ASchool Health Advisory Coun-
cil (SHAC) is a group appoint-

ed by the school district to serve at 
the district level. Members of the 
SHAC come from diff erent areas of 
the community and from within the 
school district.  SHACs are required 
to meet at least four times each 
year. Th e remaining dates for LISD 
SHAC meetings are November 12, 
2019, February 11, 2019,  and April 
7, 2020. Th e meetings are held at 
Creekside Elementary Multipurpose 
Room, the campus is located at #1 

Lions Avenue across the Hwy from 
Sam Houston Electric Cooperative.  
Community members are welcome 
and parents of LISD students are 
encouraged to attend.  
   SHACs assist the districts in ensur-
ing that local community values are 
refl ected in health education in-
struction. Additionally, SHACs play 
an important role in strengthening 
the connection between health and 
learning. Th ey can help parents and 
community stakeholders reinforce 
the knowledge and skills children 

need to stay healthy for a lifetime.
   Creekside Elementary PE Teacher 
Coach Melanie Justice and students 
from Creekside Elementary Fuel Up 
to Play 60 (FUTP60) program served 
breakfast to SHAC members.  Th e 
NFL created the FUTP60 program 
to encourage students to exercise 60 
minutes a day and to eat a healthy 
diet. 
   For more information about School 
Health Advisory Councils visit the 
following link - www.dshs.texas.gov/
schoolhealth/sdhac.shtm

Pictured at Left  - Creekside Elementary PE Teacher Melanie Justi ce 
is pictured with 5th-grade students Stevie Salazar, Ashton Garrett , 
Jadyn Justi ce, and Addison Lowe. These Fuel Up to Play 60 team 
members served oatmeal to the members of the School Health 
Advisory Council during their recent meeti ng.

SMU is showing appreciation to 
the district by providing you with 

a discounted ticket opportunity for 
Education Appreciation Day this 
football season!    Join in for a fun 

night out this football season. 

Education Appreciation Day

SMU Football
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REMINDER 

October 11
Early Release
- 2 hours earlier

than normal -

October 14
Student Holiday

Monday, October 7, 2019
5:00 pm- LJH Volleyball @ 
Huffman
6:30 pm- LHS National Honor 
Society Induction @ Auditorium
Tuesday, October 8, 2019
LJH- Western Day
5:00 pm- LJH- 7th Grade Foot-
ball @ Cleveland
5:00 pm- LJH- 8th Grade Foot-
ball vs Cleveland
4:30 pm- LHS Volleyball vs 
Shepherd (Teacher Night)
Wednesday, October 9, 2019
LHS- ASVAB Testing
Thursday, October 10, 2019
CGE- Fall Festival
10:40 am – 11:10 am- LHS- Bal-
four Cap & Gown Presentation
Friday, October 11, 2019
LISD Early Release
End 1st 9 Weeks- UIL Grade 
Check
LJH- Student vs Staff Dodgeball
4:30 pm- LHS Volleyball @ 
Splendora
7:00 pm- Lions Football @ 
Splendora
Saturday, October 12, 2019 
Bridge City March Contest for 
LRB

LIVINGSTON ISD REPRESENTED -- Krissa Bass-Trustee, Dr. 
Hawkins, Mike Nettles-Trustee, Kevin Wooten-Trustee, and 
Scott Paske-Board Secretary attended  the Texas Association 
of School Boards convention in Dallas.

    Dr. Hawkins and members of the Livingston 
School Board attended the txED TASA-TASB 
Convention held at the end of September in 
Dallas at the Kay Bailey Hutchison Convention 
Center.  
   Board members earned their required con-
tinuing education credits by attending sessions 
on everything from educational technologies to 
advocacy and community engagement.  
   Short presentations featuring innovative pro-
grams by Texas school districts was one of the 
highlights of the convention.
   Roundtable and panel discussions covered 
varied topics regarding college and career 
readiness, digital learning and technology 
integration, assessment and accountability and 
leglislative and education policy.  
   A very interesting moderator-facilitated, 
in-depth conversation on school safety with 
participants serving as key contributors was 
well attended and informative.

   Hawkins said, “The TASB convention is 
always well-organized with varied topics that 
give our board members the best opportuni-
ty to have every topic in education available 
in one learning environment.  Each year our 
board members are required to earn 10 hours 
in continuing education.  I appreciate that our 
board takes the time away from their jobs and 
families to dedicate themselves to our district.  
With the many changes in the recent legislative 
session, this was a wonderful opportunity to re-
view these changes and apply them to our dis-
trict.  Our Board of Trustees have performed an 
outstanding job of fulfilling their role to ensure 
that every data piece from our district points 
to progress.  They have a very robust vision 
to ensure that our students are not only well 
educated in the core curricular but prepared for 
challenges of post secondary experineces.  Our 
team is focuesd on the importance of people 
and their service to our students.

Texas Assocation of School Boards Convention



CTE Spotlight - Health Science

TECHNICAL CAREER Emily Tomblin, LHS Alumni Class of 2019, began working 
at Walgreens Pharmacy in Livingston as a pharmacy technician trainee 
just days aft er graduati on.  Tomblin took courses in the Career & Technical 
Educati on (CTE) department while at Livingston High School to help prepare 
her for this vocati on.  She is currently taking courses in a midwife program.
Picured left  to right:  Britt ani Morrison, Emily Tomblin and Pam Busby-Tice.

   Emily Tomblin, Class of 2019 
Livingston High School graduate 
began working days aft er gradu-
ation as a Pharmacy Technician 
trainee at Walgreens Pharmacy in 
Livingston.  Tomblin took courses 
in the Livingston High School Ca-
reer & Technical Education (CTE) 
department where specifi c career 
skills are taught to students.   She 
is also taking courses in a midwife 
program.
    Th e tech-based career-oriented 
skills gained through CTE are 
broken into sixteen diff erent tracks 
in the Livingston ISD Career 
Clusters.

• Agriculture, Food & Natural 
   Resources 
• Architecture, & Constructi on
• Arts, A/V Technology & 
   Communicati ons 
• Business Management & 
   Administrati on
• Educati on & Training 
• Finance
• Government & Public
    Administrati on 
• Health Science
• Hospitality and Tourism 
• Human Services
• Informati on Technology 
• Law, Public Safety, Correcti ons, 
   & Security
• Manufacturing 
• Marketi ng
• Science, Technology, Engineering,
   & Mathemati cs 
• Transportati on, Distributi on, &    
   Logisti cs
   
   Health Science is a popular 
choice at Livingston High School.  
Students are able to follow several 
pathways including Pharmacy 
Tech, Certifi ed Nurses Assistant 
(CNA) as well as a new LVN 
program which was implemented 
for students who will graduate 
from the Class of 2021 and Class 
of 2022.

Livingston High School Students 
in the Certi fi ed Nursing Assistant 
(CNA) program gain experience 
by checking the vital signs of their 
fellow students.
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Monday, October 14, 2019
LISD Staff Development
2nd Monday Jeans Day for LISD 
Green & White Employee Donors
Tuesday, October 15, 2019
LJH- Tie Dye Spirit Day
LJH- Fundraiser Packets Due
4:30 pm- LHS Volleyball @ 
Liberty
5:00 pm- LJH- 7th Grade Foot-
ball vs Lumberton
5:00 pm- LJH- 8th Grade Foot-
ball @ Lumberton
Wednesday, October 16, 2019
Report Cards
Thursday, October 17, 2019
LHS- Cross Country @ District 
21 CC Meet
LHS- Balfour Cap & Gown 
Orders
5:00 pm- LHS – Powder Buff 
Volleyball
5:00 pm – 7:00 pm- CSE Tailgate 
Party
Friday, October 18, 2019
Gain/Lose UIL Eligibility from 
October 11
LJH- Band Night at Varsity Game
PRP- Fall Pictures
LHS- Balfour Cap & Gown 
Orders
4:30 pm- LHS Volleyball vs 
Tarkington
7:00 pm- Lions Football vs Lum-
berton (Pink Out)
Saturday, October 19, 2019
LJH- Livingston Tournament

LHS National Honor Society inducts 44 candidates

On Monday, October 7, forty-
four candidates were inducted 

into the Lillian Sewell Chapter of the 
LHS National Honor Society.  The 
candidates, a mixture of juniors and 
seniors were selected on the basis of 
the chapter’s four tenets: scholarship, 
character, leadership, and service.  
Advisers Dean Boyd, Brittney Trevino, 
and Principal Dr. Paul Drake presided 
over the ceremonies as chapter officers, 
President Sega Ndita, Vice President 
Autum Loman, Secretary Brook 
Loman, Treasurer James Severance 
and Senior member Rhonya Long 
led the candidates in the candlelight, 
swearing-in ceremony.  When she 
was asked why the importance of 
the ceremony, Sega stated, “The 
NHS induction ceremony is public 
because we are celebrating and 
congratulating the students who show 
great excellence.  These inductees go 
above and beyond in their day to day 
life.  Many of them are leaders in extra 
curricular activities, such as band, 
choir, athletics, student council,  BPA, 
FFA, and FCCLA. We are proud of 
these students for balancing everything 
they do.”              

   Newest members include Belen Arredondo, Blake 
Baggett, Charley Battise, Allie Botello, Kodee Butcher, 
Blake Davidson, Lillie Dubreuil, Avery Evans, Caleb 
Gann, Ryan Gibson, Elizabeth Gray, Nigel Henderson, 
Brieanna Henry, Justin Holliman, Brandon Houston, 
Colin Hurtt, Chandria Ivory, Krista Jones, Gavin 
Kelley, Caleb Kesler, Alexandria Lara, Jacey Lewis, 
Alessandra Martinez, Mara Mayland, Damian McCarty, 
Kyndall Moffett, Alexis Murphy, Halle Ohm, Johnathon 
Oliver, Tanner Orn, Vaidehi Patel, Krislyn Patterson, 
Sonia Penado, Joshua Pridgen, Allyson Prosperie, 
Lyndsay Singleton, Madison Stork, Gillian Thys, Lucas 
VanWagner, Elizabeth Varnell, Sydney Walters, Trace 
White, Deandra Zheng, Frances Zuniga. 

Forty-four candidates of Livingston High School 
juniors and seniors were inducted into the Lillian 

Sewell Chapter of LHS National Honor Society.



SHECO became the 
students real-life 
superhero that day.

SHECO helps students Restore Their Belief in Superheroes
Sam Houston Electric Co-Op Inc., more 

commonly known as SHECO, made a 
generous donation of safety glasses to the Liv-
ingston ISD Junior High Robotics Team. This 
is the first year robotics has been offered at the 
Junior High level. Being safe and providing a 
safe learning environment is paramount and 
providing eyewear for each student was a cru-
cial step in achieving that goal. Each student 
must pass the safety test in order to move 
forward with constructing, wiring and coding 
to produce an operational robot.
   The donation achieved the first goal where 
students have their own pair of eyewear to 

use throughout the year without having to 
share with others. On September 27th SHECO 
representative Rachel Frey arrived with  84 
impact-resistant lens safety glasses, and the 
second package arrived a week later contained 
24 vented over glasses for students who wear 
prescription lenses.  SHECO’s timing on the 
announcement and delivery was impeccable. 
It was homecoming week and every day had a 
different theme to build school spirit and Lion 
pride. Ironically, the robotics instructor, Mrs. 
Davis received the news of the donation on 
Superhero Day. She was participating in the 
theme day and was dressed like her superhero 
father, Glenn Cryer, a former SHECO employ-
ee of 37 years, by donning his SHECO uniform 
patches, ID, instructor’s badge, gloves, hard 

SUPERHERO Livingston Junior High robotics instructor Mrs. Davis 
dressed as her dad for Superhero day. Glenn Cryer was a former 
SHECO employee for 37 years as a forman and a guest instructor at 
the Texas Engineering Extension Service teaching underground and 
troubleshooting.

Livingston Junior High robotics students show their appreciation for the donation of safety glasses.

hat, and safety glasses. She displayed information about her real-life superhero, her dad, to 
help her students realize that superheroes are everywhere, not just make-believe in comic 
books and movies. Cryer trained electric line technicians for over 20 years as an Under-
ground Working Foreman which included 12 years as a guest instructor at the Texas En-
gineering Extension Service teaching underground and troubleshooting.  His knowledge 
and experiences live on within a small training field dedicated in his memory. His lifelong 
lessons and principles have passed along to his daughter, Celia Davis,  whose passion for 
troubleshooting, safety, and teaching is clearly visible when you see her working with her 
students. 
Once the students were informed of the donation from SHECO you could almost see the 
visions of dancing robots in their eyes.  Suddenly the goal of building and programming 
robots came to life and at that moment you couldn’t help notice the connection that was 
made and to them, SHECO became their real-life superhero that day.  Making that cor-
relation with her students made Mrs. Davis feel that her dad was still indeed her superhe-
ro, watching over her, and helping come to her aid when needed.  
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Monday, October 21 2019
PRP- Polk County Center for Hope 
Food Drive
PRP/TCE/CGE- Red Ribbon Week- 
Wear Red
4:30 pm- LJH- Volleyball @ Shepherd
6:00 pm- LISD School Board Meeting
Tuesday, October 22, 2019
PRP- Polk County Center for Hope 
Food Drive
PRP- You Have the Power to Say 
No to Drugs- Dress as Favorite 
Superhero
TCE/CGE- Drugs Can’t Find Me – 
Wear Camo
4:30 pm- LHS Volleyball @ Huffman
5:00 pm- LJH- 7th / 8th Grade Foot-
ball @ Little Cypress
Wednesday, October 23, 2019
PRP- Polk County Center for Hope 
Food Drive
PRP- Unite Together Against Drugs 
and Bullying- Wear Orange
TCE/CGE- Orange You Glad You 
Don’t Do Drugs- Wear Orange
Thursday, October 24, 2019
PRP- Polk County Center for Hope 
Food Drive
PRP/TCE/CGE- Team Up Against 
Drugs and Bullying- Wear Favorite 
Team Shirt
LJH- Picture Day
Friday, October 25, 2019
TCE- Fall Festival 
TCE/CGE-50’s Day
PRP- Polk County Center for Hope 
Food Drive
PRP- Kindergarten 50’s Day
PRP- Pre-K & Kindergarten 50’s Day 
Photos
4:30 pm- LHS Volleyball @ Shepherd
7:00 pm- Lions Football @ LCM
Saturday, October 26, 2019
3:30 pm- LHS- Trunk or Treat @ 
LHS Back Parking Lot
6:00 pm- LJH- Halloween Dance

Open House
Fun family time at the Creekside campus was held 
on Thursday evening where their annual Tailgate 
Open House offered free hot dogs, parking lot 
games, and entertainment complete with surprise 
guests Batman, Houston Texans Toro, Dr. Seuss, 
and Clifford.  Community partners joined in the 
fun with food, fishing, booths, games, Book Fair 
and freebies.  More photos found on Livingston Creekside 
Elementary School Facebook page.

Tailgate
CREEKSIDE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL



PICTURED ABOVE Members of the Livingston High School Chorale partici-
pated in the Region 10 All-Region Choir auditions on Saturday, October 12 
at Nederland High School. Selected to be members are L-R Jeilynn Hagler, 
Amber Nettles, Halle Ohm, Isnella Aguilar, Rafael Hernandez, Allie Botello, 
Viktor Severance,  Madison Stork, Koby Nicholson, Aisley Garrett, Jocelyn 
Barnes, Mallory Lester, Jo’Hannah Proctor, Kayla Edwards, Shelby Flan-
nery.  PICTURED RIGHT Brittney Denton and Brayden Loftin.

LIVINGSTON JUNIOR HIGH CHOIR MEMBERS SELECTED FOR REGION CHOIR 
Congratulations to the members of the LJH Performing Choir who partici-
pated in the Region 10 Junior High-Middle School All-Region Choir audi-
tion on Saturday, October 5 at Vidor Junior High. The following students 
were selected as members: L-R Morgan Stout, Nzingha Dayan, Emily Brit-
tain, Danielle Lensing, Cole Gann, N’ziya Washington, Justice Fryar, Skylar 
Douga, De’Asha McDuffie, Not pictured James Stork.

All-Region choir members selected at LHS and LJH

Trunk or Treat
5:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Livingston High School 
Parking Lot

October

26th

$1 entry for adults & children
$1 carnival-style games
Food & Bake Sale

Proceeds benefit band and 
scholarship programs for 

LHS & LJH

Trunk or Treat
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Monday, October 28, 2019
LHS- Cross Country Region III 
Championship
LJH- Red Ribbon Week-Team 
Up Against Drugs
PRP- Polk County Center for 
Hope Food Drive
CSE- Red Ribbon Week- Send a 
Message, Stay Drug Free- Wear Red
4:30 pm- LJH- Volleyball @ Cleveland
Tuesday, October 29, 2019
PRP- Polk County Center for 
Hope Food Drive
CSE- Drugs Can’t Find Me- Wear Camo
2:10 pm- LJH- Throwback Spirit 
Day/Pep Rally
4:30 pm- LHS Volleyball vs 
Splendora (Senior Night)
5:00 pm- LJH- 7th Grade Foot-
ball vs Bridge City
5:00 pm- LJH- 8th Grade Foot-
ball @ Bridge City
Wednesday, October 30, 2019
PRP- Polk County Center for 
Hope Food Drive
CSE/LJH- Put a Lid on Drugs- Wear a Hat
LHS- Underclassmen Pictures
Thursday, October 31, 2019
PRP- Polk County Center for 
Hope Food Drive
CSE- Have Character, Don’t do 
Drugs- Favorite Book Character
LJH- Picture Day
LJH- We’re too Bright for Drugs-
Wear Neon Clothes/Accessories
LHS- SHSU Junior College Field Day
Friday, November 1, 2019
3-Week Grade Check for Ineligi-
ble Students
LJH- Lions Don’t do Drugs-Wear 
Lion Spirit 
PRP- Polk County Center for 
Hope Food Drive
CSE- 50’s Day
LHS- FAFSA Student/Parent Workshop
7:00 pm- Lions Football vs Bridge City 
(Senior/Parent Night for Band & Auxiliary)

 Livingston ISD Board President Ben Ogletree 
opened the October board meeting with stu-
dent recognition of the Ag Mechanics Trailer 
Building Team.  Mr. Rhett Wilson and the build 
off team members Ryan Gibson, Kaden Mueck, 
Justin Holliman, and Mason Howell shared their 
competition experience.  The day of competition 
at Sam Houston State University began with a 
15-minute safety briefing, 15 minutes to review 
the plans with their teacher, an additional 15 
minutes for the student group to discuss the plans 
and then Mr. Wilson was required to be at least 
ten feet away from the project at all times and 
could only answer specific questions.  The team 
was allowed eight hours to build a 6’x10’ trailer 
from a set of plans issued at 8:30 am and had a 
required finish time of 4:00 pm.
   Livingston ISD Chief Curriculum Officer 
Janan Moore shared information with the board 
about the Career and Technical Education 
(CTE) course expansion with a higher education 
option.  Angelina College will be able to offer 
a vast number of courses by busing students to 
the Lufkin campus after lunch each day.  These 
courses would be paid by the district and would 

Pictured left to right - front row Kevin Wooten - Trustee, Krissa Bass-Trustee, Team 
members - Ryan Gibson, Justin Holliman, Kaden Mueck,  and Mason Howell, Dr. Paul 
Drake-LHS Principal. Second Row - Ben Ogletree - Board President, Mike Nettles-Trustee, 
Rhett Wilson-LHS Ag Mechanics Teacher, Dr. Brent Hawkins-Superintendent, Scott 
Paske-Board Secretary.

be offered during the junior and senior years.  
There will be an admissions process for students 
to be selected to be part of this program.  Credit 
Program Certificates offered would include 
Computer Information Systems - Network-
ing or Programming, Criminal Justice, Diesel 
Technology, Drafting and Design, Electronic 
Technology - Fluid Power, Electromechanical 
Technology - Electrical Specialty or Mainte-
nance Technician, HVAC - Commercial or 
Residential, Machine Tool Technology, Man-
agement Development, Welding. Non-Credit 
Program Certificates will also be available 
NCCR Heavy Equipment Operator, Manufac-
turing Production Technician, Fire Academy, 
Jailer/911 Dispatch, Microsoft Certification, 
Google Support Technician.   These courses will 
be added to the Livingston High School Course 
Description Guide and the academic advisors 
will discuss these options with students so they 
can begin decided what their plan will be for the 
Fall semester of 2020.  The expectations are that 
a minimum of 100 students will have an interest 
in the expanded options of CTE offered through 
Angelina College.  

October Board Meeting Summary

Livingston ISD Board Meeting



   The School Action Fund Grant update was presented by LISD 
Chief Curriculum Officer Janan Moore.  The two-year grant was 
awarded to LISD in the amount of $800,000.  A portion of these 
funds was used for instructional coaches for three elementary cam-
puses.  The coaches are spending time in the classrooms, helping 
teachers and modeling the teacher roles.  Seventy-five teachers have 
consistently attended the sessions offered in the Language Arts area.  
The materials needed for the guided reading program for grades 
Kindergarten through 5th-grade were 
also purchased from the proceeds of the 
grant.
   Livingston ISD Director of Student 
Services Lana Smith presented the 
update on the GEAR-UP grant.  The 
Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness 
for Undergraduate Programs (GEAR 
UP) initiative is one of the largest and 
most effective programs focused on in-
creasing the college and career readiness 
of low-income students in communities 
nationwide. Smith reviewed the pro-
grams that have been offered for the 7th 
and 8th-grade students including Agile 
Mind which is a mathematics and science program that schools use 
to improve achievement in middle and high schools by working 
more efficiently and effectively.  Invention Project camp engaged 
students in activities designed to challenge them to create inven-
tions and learn how to make a plan and carry out their designs.  The 
Go Big Leadership Camp was offered over the summer to help stu-
dents become leaders on their campus.  In August the 7th and 8th 
graders participated in Go Big Pep Rallies to help launch the pro-
gram and encourage students to “Commit Not to Quit”.  A teacher 
training was offered by Texas Instruments for scientific calculator 
training with a second training on aligning the design. The GEAR 

Livingston Royal Brigade received first divisions at UIL Marching Contest

Members of the Livingston Royal Brigade received straight 1’s at the UIL Marching Contest on Saturday, 
October 19 held at Port Neches-Groves.  This year’s show is titled “Nevermore” based on the poem, The Ra-
ven by Edgar Allen Poe.

UP program will assist students with post-secondary education such 
as Technical School, Military enlistment, two-year college or four-year 
college.  The Financial Literacy classes will begin at the end of the 
month and students are looking forward to college tours.  
   Items approved under the consent agenda included the purchase of 
three vehicles to add to the district’s white fleet and the amendment 
to the 2019-2020 District Calendar.  Students have enough minutes of 
instruction to cover the loss of September 20 when classes were can-

celled due to the rerouting of traffic due to 
local flooding.  Employees are required by 
law to fulfill the obligations of their work 
and contracted days.  Thursday, Decem-
ber 19 was previously designated as the 
first day of the Christmas Holidays and 
will now be a Professional Development 
day under the amended calendar.  Dr. 
Brent Hawkins, Superintendent said, “We 
are wanting to take care of this deficit be-
fore the fall semester ends in case we are 
faced with bad weather days during the 
winter months.” Employees will start the 
day by engaging in campus needs by 8:00 
am and will meet for a working lunch at 

Livingston High School at 11:30 am. 
   The 2019-2020 District and Campus Improvement Plans were 
approved as action items.  The plans are required by both state and 
federal governments.  Collaborative efforts are made during meetings 
of the District Advisory Committee in preparing the plans.  These are 
working fluid documents that continue to be updated throughout the 
school year.  Also approved as an action item was the expansion of 
CTE course offerings so that the district can develop a master plan that 
includes dual credit and CTE course offerings with the intent for every 
student to graduate with a minimum of 24 hours of college credit or a 
CTE certification.

Employees are required by 
law to fulfill the obligations 
of their work and contracted 
days.Thursday, December 19 

will now be a Professional 
Development Day under the 

amended LISD calendar.
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Monday, November 18, 2019
6:00 pm- LISD School Board 
Meeting
Tuesday, November 19, 2019
Thanksgiving Feast served at 
Livingston High School, Living-
ston Junior High and Pine Ridge 
Primary
4:30 pm- LHS- Lady Lions Basket-
ball vs Coldspring
Wednesday, November 20, 2019
Thanksgiving Feast served at 
Timber Creek & Creekside Ele-
mentary
Thursday, November 21, 2019
Thanksgiving Feast served at Ce-
dar Grove Elementary &  DAEP
LJH- 8th Grade TSE Parent 
Permission Letters due to LJH 
Counselor
LHS- Lady Lion Basketball- 9th/
JV Bryan Tournament
LHS- Boys FR/JV Basket-
ball-Lufkin Hudson Tournament
4:30 pm- LJH- Girls Basketball @ 
Tarkington
5:00 pm- LJH- Boys Basketball vs 
Tarkington
Friday, November 22, 2019
3-Week Grade Check for Ineligi-
ble Students
LJH- PTO Fundraiser Celebration
5:00 pm- LHS- Boys JV Basketball 
@ Trinity
6:00 pm- LHS- Lady Lion Basket-
ball @ Nacogdoches
Saturday, November 23, 2019
LJH- Girls Basketball- New Wa-
verly Tournament
LHS- Lady Lion Basketball- 9th/
JV Bryan Tournament
LHS- Boys FR/JV Basket-
ball-Lufkin Hudson Tournament

Lions Club Peace Poster 
winners announced at LJH

Students from Livingston Junior High 
School participated in the Lions Interna-
tional Peace Poster Contest.  The contest 

encourages 11-13 year olds to creatively 
express what peace means to them.  The 2019-
2020 contest them is “Journey of Peace” and 
allows students to share their unique images 
of peace with the more than 600,000 students 
from around the world in sharing their vision.  
Livingston Junior High winners were 1st place 
Morgan Young, 2nd place Mackenzie Gardner, 
and 3rd place Kayla Moriarity.
Poster contest participants Wylie Ellis, Clay 
Wallace, Leila Lester, Brooke Willson, Kyn-
delyn Roberts, Jenna Oliver, Landen Lindley, 
Kailey Chamblee, Jordan Riley, Aubri Thom-

as, Ryker Sampson, Jada Miles, Trent Leitell, 
Chazden Tyer, Colt Oswalt, Ja’Brynn Johnson, 
Devin Taylor, Stian Tell, McKinzee Mays, 
Mateo Andrade, Autumn Lee, Ralph Cleaver, 
Gabriel Reeves, Ashlyn Gilmore, Nakailyn 
Terry, Joshvett Trevino, Carlos Gonzalez, 
Bracee Hicks, Cohen Kelley, Jenesis Edwards, 
Christopher Moehlmann.
   Lions Club International is the world’s 
largest service club organization, with 1.5 
million members in more than 48,000 clubs 
in over 200 countries and geographical areas.  
In addition to their efforts toward conquer-
ing blindness, they have also  made a strong 
commitment to community serve and helping 
youth throughout the world.

POSTER CONTEST  Livingston Lions Chairman of the Peace Poster Contest 
Sheila Neal (pictured left) presented medals, ribbons and certificates to the 
students at Livingston Junior High.  Lions Club is an international service 
organization with over 1.7 million members worldwide. 



Jeff  Wolf and Stephanie Miller with Livcom present Aaron Kerss, Livingston High School Physics teacher with 
a $2000 grant.  Kerss is using the proceeds to purchase lab items for advanced placement physics class.  This 
course will allow students to study physics at the college level.  Pictured left  to right:  LISD Superintendent Dr. 
Brent Hawkins, Livingston High School Principal Dr. Paul Drake, Aaron Kerss, Jeff  Wolf, and Stephanie Miller.

Livingston FFA Chapter has two teams 
advancing to the Area 9 competi ti on 
on November 21.  Congratulati ons 

to the parti cipants of Senior Chapter 
Conducti ng and Chapter Ag Quiz.  

Congratulations 
Livingston FFA!
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Monday, November 25, 2019
LISD Th anksgiving Holidays
12:00 pm- LHS Boys Varsity 
Basketball vs Goodrich
1:30 pm- LHS- Girls JV/V Bas-
ketball vs Diboll
Tuesday, November 26, 2019
LISD Th anksgiving Holidays
11:30 am- LHS- Boys Basketball 
vs Anahuac
11:30 am- LHS- Girls Basketball 
vs PNG
Wednesday, November 27, 2019
LISD Th anksgiving Holidays
Th ursday, November 28, 2019
LISD Th anksgiving Holidays
Friday, November 29, 2019
LISD Th anksgiving Holidays
Saturday, November 30, 2019
LISD Th anksgiving Holidays

November Board Meeting Summary
   Livingston ISD Board President Ben Ogle-
tree opened the November board meeting a 
public hearing for FIRST report.  Ben Da-
vidson, LISD Chief Financial Offi  cer pre-
sented the Financial Integrity Rating System 
of Texas (FIRST) for the 2017-2018 school 
year.  Davidson shared how a district receives 
four possible ratings of an A, B, C or F, and 
LISD received an A rating with a score of 100.  
Th ere are fi ft een indicators and a perfect score 
was received on each indicator.  Th e meeting 
continued with staff  and student recognition.  
School Resource Offi  cer Tremaine Bogany was 
introduced by Superintendent Dr. Brent Haw-
kins.  Offi  cer Bogany will offi  ce at the Cedar 
Grove Elementary campus but will work with 
the other School Resource Offi  cers in provid-
ing support to all Elementary campuses.  Dr. 
Hawkins recognized Class of 2019 graduate 
Teddy Kendrick as an outstanding performer 
at the 2019 Texas State Solo-Ensemble Vocal 
Solo Contest.  Of the approximately 100,000 
students participating in the regional mu-
sic contests and the 25,000 musicians who 
performed at TSSEC, only 2%-3% of the solo 
performances earned the distinguished honor 
of being recognized as an Outstanding Per-
former.  Th e medallion he was presented was 

identical to those awarded to state champions 
in all UIL events.  Hawkins shared, “Awards 
of this nature do not come easily and refl ect 
the eff orts of many individuals including LHS 
Choir Director Tom Myers and accompanist 
Marless Owen.  LHS Principal Dr. Paul Drake 
recognized the Livingston Royal Brigade on 
received straight 1 ratings at the UIL March-
ing Contest on Saturday, October 19 at Port 
Neches-Groves.  Th e band performance was 
titled “Nevermore” based on the poem, Th e 
Raven by Edgar Allen Poe.  Drake extended 
congratulations to the band and Livingston 
Royal Brigade Director Lane Palmer and 
recognized Adam Garcia, Emily Schoff , and 
Candice Cozart.  
   Dr. Hawkins presented a report on the 
Teacher Incentive Allotment.  Under 
House Bill 3, a voluntary program is 
off ered to Texas School Districts to allow 
an incentive allotment to teachers tied to 
student outcomes.  TEA is requiring a plan 
to be submitted by the district and must 
be approved by the state.  Teachers will 
be evaluated using the T-TESS evaluation 
system and assessed by student data in three 
categories as recognized, exemplary or 
masters.  In a non-rural school district serving 

Members of the Livingston Royal Brigade were recognized by the Livingston ISD Board of Trustees 
during the November meeti ng.  The band received straight 1’s at the UIL Marching Contest on 
Saturday, October 19 held at Port Neches-Groves. This year’s show was ti tled “Nevermore” based 
on the poem, The Raven by Edgar Allen Poe. Livingston Royal Brigade is under the directi on of Lane 
Palmer and Assistant Directors Adam Garcia, Emily Schoff , and Candice Cozart.



socio-economically disadvantaged students, core teachers could potentially 
have an opportunity to earn a performance stipend of $32,000 based on high 
achievements from student assessments.  The funds are being made available 
through a grant process from the state.  The TEA is tying additional pay for 
teachers with a priority on academic outcomes.
   Items approved under the consent agenda include the purchases of a paint 
booth to be used for existing CTE classes in the amount of $88,035.00, English 
Language Arts resources for $371,511.73 and the replacement of sixty LED 
overhead projectors for $48,540.00
   The board approved the action item of allocating 834 votes each to Mike Nettles 
and Pam Pierce as Polk County Appraisal Directors and the remaining 136 votes 
for Tom Curan.  The board also approved a one-year probationary contract to 
Kimberly Webb and a 1-year probationary support staff contract to Adrienne 
Kupper.

We Love Our
School Board!

Members of the Livingston ISD Board of Trustees 
visited every campus in the district on Thursday 
walking 4.1 miles to deliver 575 checks.  They distrib-
uted retention checks which were given to returning  
LISD employees who worked for the district last year.  
The one-time stipend was approved in July as a result 
of allotments funded by House Bill 3 which addressed 
salary raises for faculty and staff. 

Board members Krissa Bass, Scott Paske and Kevin Wooten 
pictured with Superintendent Dr. Brent Hawkins.

Superintendent Dr. Brent Hawkins introduced 
school Resource Officer Tremaine Bogany during 
the November meeting of the School Board.  Of-
ficer Bogany’s office will be located at the Cedar 
Grove Elementary campus and he will work with 
the other School Resource Officers in providing 
support to all Elementary campuses. 

Board president 
Ben Olgetree 
presented Class 
of 2019 graduate 
Teddy Kendrick 
with an 
outstanding 
performer UIL state 
medallion.  Kendrick earned the medal from the 2019 Texas State Solo-Ensemble 
Vocal Solo Contest. Only 2%-3% of the solo performances in the state earn the 
distinguished honor of being recognized as an Outstanding Performer.  The medallion 
he was presented was identical to those awarded to state champions in all UIL events.  

Ben Ogletree, Kevin Wooten, Scott Paske and Krissa Bass show 
their note of appreciation from the LISD Bus Drivers.
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