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 Baseball is Back! 

By Noah Bay 

 

 
 
The welcomed change of weather reminds us of one thing: baseball season is here! This year proves to be a difficult 

season. We have only had Baseball back at Richards for a couple of years now and it takes several seasons to build a 

program. The schedule will also be difficult because we do not know if our home field will be ready due to the RISD 

building project. Progress requires sacrifice.  

 

Despite these difficulties, there are still great reasons to travel to watch the Panthers play. First, baseball is a great 

excuse to get outside and enjoy some family-friendly fun. Second, it is a great opportunity to encourage our students 

as they get better each and every week. As id these were not enough reasons, you can also come watch the only 

female pitcher in the district, our own Abby Fletcher, as she strikes out the other side. This is the last year for many of 

our seniors including Gabe, Tanner, Abby, Noah, and Lane. This is your last chance to watch them in action on the 

Richards Baseball team. That’s a great excuse to enjoy some sunshine and come on out to root for these seniors and 

all of our talented, baseball loving Panthers!  Here are the upcoming RISD Baseball Games for the 2022 Season: 
 
Date     Opponent    Time    Location    

    

Mar 4th    Apple Springs   4:30   Apple Springs 

Mar 8th    North Zulch   6:00   North Zulch 

Mar 11th   Centerville   4:30   Centerville(TBD) 

Mar 15th   Iola (DOUBLE HEADER)                 1:00                   Iola 

Mar 22nd   Burton    6:00   Burton 

Mar 25th   Burton    4:30                     Home (TBD) 

Mar 29th   Snook    4:30            Home (TBD) 

Apr 1st    Snook    6:00   Snook 

Apr 5th    Somerville   6:00   Somerville 

Apr 8th    Somerville   4:30            Home (TBD) 

Apr 12th                    RTC    4:30            Home (TBD) 

Apr 14th    RTC    6:00   RTC 

Apr 19th                    Mumford   6:00   Mumford 

Apr 22nd   Mumford   4:30            Home (TBD) 

Apr 26th                    Fayetteville   4:30            Home (TBD) 

TBD    Fayetteville   TBD   Fayetteville 

 

See you at the baseball field!  
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The Last Basketball Season 
By Noah Bay 

 

 
 

           Being a senior promises many exciting things. I think every freshman counts down the days till they are a senior 

believing it will be the best time of their life. Being a senior means that school is almost over and it means that future 

possibilities await as life moves forward. However, being a senior also means saying goodbye to some very special 

things. From the time I was in Kindergarten, I played basketball. I always loved the competition and the fast pace of 

the sport. Starting out I wasn’t very good, but I tried very hard, and slowly but surely I got better. It wasn’t long before 

my brother and I were playing basketball every chance we could get.  

 

 At the beginning of this year, I knew this was going to be my last season playing for the Panthers, my last 

season to play with my brother, and my last time to hear my family’s voices root me on from the stands. I didn’t know 

how it was going to feel to me as time wound down on my basketball career. I wanted so badly for us to make it to the 

playoffs this year as a final achievement to my senior year. It wasn’t meant to be. However, the way it ended was 

perfect closure.  

 

 The last game of the season we played Bartlett. They are leaving our district this year because they are moving 

to 2A. They have always proved to be tough competition. This game was no different, it was back and forth all game 

long. We were down by four with less than two minutes left. I could feel the game slipping away and I already began 

to feel the disappointment of losing my very last game. I knew we had to score quickly so I dribbled down and shot a 

three to bring us to within one point. The next possession Bartlett was trying to run the clock out and we got a steal, 

Jayden passed the ball to Elijah and he hit a three to put us ahead by two. The fans were standing and their cheers 

sent chills down my spine. Bartlett got the ball in and ran down the court and scored right at the buzzer to tie the 

game. We went into overtime and our team took over. We won by 6 points and at the end of the game my family and 

all our fans met us all on the court and we celebrated together. It will be a moment I will never forget. They say all 

good things must end and I guess this is true, but thank God for good endings. It may be my last basketball season, but 

it won’t be the last basketball season. Next year will roll around and the players will be different, but the game will go 

on. Next year the fans will fill the stands to be loud and proud rooting the Panthers on. But next year one thing will be 

different, there will be one additional fan in the stands to root on the mighty Panthers. See you next year! 
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Homecoming 2022, a Homecoming to Remember 
By Kahlan Freels and Noah Bay 

 

Richards Homecoming 2022 was one to remember. There were many unique moments and exciting 

activities that created some truly special memories. One of those memories was the double victory 

that was achieved by both of our varsity basketball teams over Buckholts. Both teams fought hard 

and made some amazing shots before achieving their double victories.  

As if a double victory was not enough excitement, between these two fun games, we crowned our 

2022 Homecoming court! This year our homecoming court members were as follows: Our Freshman 

Homecoming Princess and Prince were Miss Alayna Francis and Mr. Cash Rotello. Our Sophomore 

Princess and Prince were Miss Kahlan Freels and Mr. Mason Kight. Our Junior Duchess and Duke 

were Miss Zoey Allman and Mr. Elijah Bay. For our senior homecoming representatives this year, 

for the first time ever we had three members of the senior court. We had a tie for homecoming queen 

this year and so we had two queens who were escorted by our homecoming king. Our Senior 

Homecoming Queens were Miss Ashley Pavlock and Miss April Bowen. Our Homecoming King 

was Mr. Noah Bay. Getting to have two homecoming queens this year definitely helped make 

Homecoming 2022 even more memorable than usual.  

This year we also got to have a Homecoming dance. It was so much fun! Students got all dressed up 

and then danced the night away on the dance floor under the different colored lights. There was also 

lots of good food at the dance.   

In fact, in an interview with this year’s Homecoming Duke Elijah Bay with his brother Homecoming 

King, Noah Bay, Elijah stated the following about this year’s homecoming dance: “Man, that dance 

was so gnarly. It was one of the best moments of my life. That dance is a core high school memory 

for me now, bro.” It is clear that Elijah and most of his fellow dance attendees had a blast. For all the 

seniors who just had their last homecoming as a high school student, what a night to go out on.        

It was truly a homecoming to remember forever. 
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Homecoming Dress up Days! 
By Michael Hughes 

 

Leading up to our fun homecoming events this year, we also had special dress up days at 

school. We had crazy sock day, pajama day, camo day, mustache day, anything but a 

backpack day, and team spirit day. Students had a great time dressing up in all sorts of crazy 

outfits. A great time was had by all.  
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Upcoming Events: 

March 11th: Early release at 12:30 

March 12th: Baseball game 4:30 pm in Apple Springs 

March 13th: Time Change 

March 14th-18st: Spring Break! 

March 15th: Doubleheader Baseball game at 1:00 in Iola 

March 22nd: Baseball game in Burton at 6:00 pm 

March 24th: School Board Meeting 

March 30th: Spring Pictures and Picture Retakes 

April 5th-8th: EOC STAAR Testing 

April 14th: Elementary Easter Egg Hunt 

April 14th: Early Release at 12:30/End of 5th Six Weeks 

April 15th-18th: No School for Easter Long Weekend  

April 19th: 6th Six Weeks starts today (No school Monday) 

April 21st: School Board Meeting 

April 22nd: Report Cards Issued 

 

Ashley Pavlock Wins D.R.T. Scholarship! 

 

Congratulations to Miss Ashley Pavlock for being 

selected as this year’s Daughters of the Republic of Texas 

Scholarship winner. She was chosen over many tough 

applicants. This is a very select group who does not take 

selecting their winner lightly. Applicants must have top 

grades and exemplary character. This is quite an honor. 

So be sure congratulate Ashley when you see her. 

 

Fun Ideas for Easter 

 

*Egg and Spoon Race- Try this good old-fashioned 

outdoor game that was popular in the early 1900’s. 

After your Easter egg hunt is over, just get into teams 

and see who can carry an egg in a spoon over the finish 

line first. 

*Jelly Bean Guessing Games- Put some jellybeans into a 

jar and then let everyone guess how many jellybeans 

are there. The winner gets the jar of jellybeans!   

*Read Easter and Spring Children's Books- Gather the 

family together in a cozy spot, give everyone some hot 

cocoa and let the fun begin.  

*Decorate an Easter Egg Tree- Choose a tree in the yard 

and decorate it with crosses and eggs and fun 

homemade decorations. You can even put lights on it 

like you do at Christmas! 

*Make Chocolate Fondue- Nothing says fun like a big 

pot of melted chocolate that you dip stuff in. You can 

dip strawberries, pretzels, big marshmallows, and so 

much more.  

*Create Easter Crafts- Kids and adults alike will enjoy 

making Easter crafts together. There are tons of ideas 

on Pinterest and at craft stores. You can paint eggs or 

crosses, make items out of clay, paint pictures, and 

more. What is even better is that you will create a 

keepsake to bring out every year to decorate with. 

*Give a Gift Basket- Nothing embodies the spirit of 

Easter better than giving. So put together fun baskets of 

cookies, puzzles, games, etc. and leave them on 

someone’s porch as an Easter surprise! 
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                                                                               Noah Bay was Chosen for KBTX Classroom Champion! 

 

 

Congratulations to Noah Bay who was chosen for KBTX Classroom Champions!  The film crew for KBTX came to our 

school and interviewed him, then filmed him and put him on television! He was featured in the March 3rd newscast. 

Congratulations Noah! We are very proud of you! 

************************************************************************** 

Basketball Senior Night 

This year we had three seniors for basketball senior night. It is the last year for Noah Bay, Lane Godfrey, 

and April Bowen. They were each given a basketball signed by the team and they were recognized during 

the last home game. We will miss all three of them next year and we wish each of them well. 
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100th Day of School Festivities! 

The elementary students had a great time celebrating the 100th Day of school this year. They dressed up like old 

folks and did special activities. They made projects with 100 things in them too. It was educational and lots of fun! 
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 Hooray, Hooray for Valentine’s Day! 

By Baylee Francis and Adison Hawthorne 

 

The year was 1477. Emperor Claudius II had banned marriage because he thought married men were distracted and 

made bad soldiers. A local minister named Valentine felt this was unfair, so he broke the rules and arranged marriages 

in secret. When Claudius found out, Valentine was thrown in jail and sentenced to death. While there, he fell in love 

with the jailer's daughter and when he was taken to be killed on the 14th of February, he sent her a love letter signed 

"from your Valentine.” And so the tradition of sending love letters “from your Valentine” got its start. 

 

Valentine's Day, also called “Saint Valentine's Day” or “The Feast of Saint Valentine” is celebrated annually on February 

14th to honor this early Christian martyr named Valentine.  It’s a day where you are bound to find love in the air all 

around you, and our school is no exception. Smiles could be seen all over campus. There were elementary class parties 

and special arts and crafts. There were flowers, hearts, balloons, candy, cakes, and lots of Valentine’s Day cards. It was 

a day when most people’s hearts were a little lighter. We can all use a good spirit lifter after all that has gone on in the 

world the last year or two. So for this holiday that promotes appreciation for others, and gives us more smiles, love, 

and chocolate, we can’t help but say, “Hooray, hooray for Valentine’s Day!” 

 

 
 

 


