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Richards Baseball Team is Knocking it Out of the Park!   
By Adison Hawthorne 

 

 

 
    Our baseball team is really awesome this season! The players on the team are: Tanner McCarty, Elijah Bay, Colton McCarty, 

Abby Fletcher, Kylie Bates, Noah Bay, Liam Wilson, Bubba Miller, Reece Wrobleski, Ryan Wrobleski, Jacob Kirkpatrick, Lane 

Godfrey, Gabe Bender, and Dair Haynie. So far they have played four games and have won three of the four. The most recent 

victories were over Apple Springs and Brazos Valley Christian (BVCHEA) this past weekend.  

    On Friday they played Apple Springs. Tanner McCarty smacked four hits in our baseball team’s 15-4 victory over Apple Springs 

High School. Tanner tripled in the first, singled in the second, tripled in the fourth, and singled in the sixth. Apple Springs scored 

four runs in the fifth inning, but our Panthers still managed to pull out the victory. We got things started right in the first inning 

when Colton drove in one when Tanner tripled. The Panthers scored five runs in the sixth inning.  Jacob Kirkpatrick, Noah Bay, 

Reece Wrobleski, and Colton McCarty all moved runners across the plate with RBIs in the inning. Tanner was on the pitcher's 

mound for Richards. He went one and two-thirds innings, allowing zero runs on zero hits and striking out four. We racked up ten 

hits. Tanner McCarty, Kylie Bates, and Colton McCarty all managed multiple hits for the Panthers. Tanner went 4-for-5 at the plate 

to lead Richards in hits. We tore up the base paths, as four players stole at least two bases. Kylie Bates led the way with three. The 

entire Panther team worked hard, pulled together, and claimed the victory over Apple Springs. 

     Then on Saturday, we played an exciting back-and-forth game and came away with a 10-7 victory over BVCHEA.  The game was 

tied at seven with our Panthers batting in the bottom of the sixth, when Colton McCarty doubled on a 2-1 count, scoring two runs. 

There was plenty of action on the base paths as we collected eight hits and BVCHEA had six. We opened up an early lead in the 

second inning when Gabe Bender grounded out, scoring one run. Colton McCarty helped secure the win when he pitched, 

allowing four hits and four runs over four and two-thirds innings, striking out seven and walking one. Colton McCarty went 2-for-2 

at the plate to lead Richards Panthers in hits as well. Richards took the victory in the end with a score of 10-7. Great Job Panthers! 

    
 

There are home games Friday March 12th and Tuesday March 23rd. So come out and support our awesome baseball team! 
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 Noah Bay Wins Voice of Democracy Speech Competition! 

 

 
 

Congratulations to Noah Bay for winning the V.F.W. Voice of Democracy Speech competition with his speech entitled, 

"Is This the Country Our Founding Fathers Envisioned?" Here is his winning speech: 
 

 The Founders of America envisioned a country where everyone stands united as one and everyone views one another as equal. Everyone 

was given the same opportunity as everyone else because as is stated in the Declaration of Independence, “We hold these truths to be self-evident, 

that all men are created equal.” This is what the founders envisioned. They believed that every person was created equal and should be given the 

same opportunities as anyone else. The founders believed that there is not one person that was created above another individual. John Dickinson in 

1768 says in the Liberty Song, “Then join hand in hand, brave Americans all! By uniting we stand, by dividing we fall.” They envisioned people 

standing together, rather than people separating themselves from others. They pictured a group of people being proud of where they live. But is our 

country today what the founders envisioned? 

 I believe in some cases America today is what the founders envisioned, but in most cases, I do not think it lives up to their standards. 

Everyone is supposed to be presented with the same opportunities as everyone else, but not everyone is. Some people deny others equal 

opportunities simply because of their ethnicity or because of what part of America they were born in. It is morally wrong to deny someone the same 

opportunity as others based on things as simple as those. We should attempt to live up to the standards the founders set and treat everyone equally, 

rather than treating people unequally simply because of their differences. 

 The founders envisioned a country with all people standing together united as one. However, that is not the case today. People in our 

country separate themselves from others by mere differences and this is not what the founders pictured. Today people purposefully segregate 

themselves from others based on the color of their skin, the job they may have, how much money they make, what clothes they wear, and for a 

multitude of other reasons. The founders did not have this in mind when they were creating our country. Why must people separate from others and 

feel that they are better? Why can’t we all come together and unite as one, instead of fighting one another? Why must people feel the need to look 

down on others? People need Jesus now more than ever. We all need to stand as one, regardless of race, age, job, economic status, etc. I believe that 

is what the founders envisioned when creating America. 

 The founders also pictured people being proud of where they live. But that is not the case today. Many individuals take what they have for 

granted, and are not proud of the soil they stand on. Many veterans often risked and even gave their lives for our country so we can live free. 

Without these veterans sacrificing their life and fighting for our freedom, our country would not be the nation it is today. It is by the grace of God and 

the sacrifices of our brave veterans that these people are able to have a life in America. People should be thankful and feel proud of where they live. 

Why do people born in America feel like they deserve the life God has placed them in? They did nothing to deserve it. Does a person born in the 

poorest parts of Africa deserve that life? It is by the grace of God that people have the opportunity to live in America, but they take it for granted. 

This is not what the founders envisioned. They pictured a proud group of people together in the country they had created. 

 In conclusion, I do not think America today is what the founders envisioned. But that does not mean it has to stay that way. Nothing is 

stopping us from becoming what the founders pictured. The only thing holding us back is us. We need to look beyond our judgments we place on 

other individuals and treat them equally. We need to stand by those around us, united regardless of differences. We need to open our eyes and see 

how graceful God has been to us by allowing us to live a life in America. So I encourage anyone that reads this to strive to do these things. Together 

we can become the America that the founders set out for us to become. 

 

Good job, Noah! Congratulations! 
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 Abigail Bay and Haley Perry Win Patriot’s Pen Contest! 

 

Congratulations to Abigail Bay and Haley Perry from Richards I.S.D. for winning the local V.F.W. Voice of Democracy Patriot’s 

Pen Contest! Abigail won first place in this year’s competition and Haley came in right behind her with a close second place win.  

What is really cool is that Abigail’s older brother Noah won first place in the high school division of this same speech 

competition. Abigail and Haley both wrote winning speeches on "What Patriotism is To Me." We are very proud of them. The 

girls’ winning compositions are below. 

 

 

“What Patriotism is to Me.” By Haley Perry 

I think Patriotism to me is showing all your love and support to your country and how you contribute to your country. Patriotism can also be many different things 

like your ethnic, cultural, political or historical aspects. The ways you can show patriotism is by singing the national anthem which is one of the best ways to honor 

your country, support a veteran and do more than just thank them, fly the star and strips correctly, and support our national parks. 

I think the national anthem is a part of patriotism because it shows that you support your country and all that they do for you. When the national anthem is played 

you should stand up and put your hand over your heart and sing or hum along to the song. Military forces will stand up and solute. You should not kneel during the 

national anthem unless you don't support your country.  

I think supporting a veteran is a good thing to do because it shows that you love and support your country. It also shows that you respect our military forces and 

veterans for all they have done for us and how well they served our country. If you see someone that is in the military or is a veteran you can always thank them for 

all the hard work they do and for possibly putting their life in danger. To me flying the flag correctly is very important. The stripes represent the original 13 colonies 

and the star represents the 50 states of the union. The colors on the flag are symbolic as well. The flag should never be flown upside down because it's disrespectful, 

it shouldn't be burned unless it's being burned properly, and the last thing a flag should never do is touch the ground. 

Finally I think supporting national parks is a good idea because we should keep our environment clean. National parks are home to many species and people. I think 

national parks help people in today's world learn more about wildlife and the history behind them. I think patriotism is important because you show your love and 

support to your country. I have four reasons why I think that patriotism is important in today's world and I support every reason I listed. 

Well said ladies. Good Job! We are very proud of both of you! 
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Valentine’s Day Celebrations 
By Baylee Francis 

 

There was lots of celebrating going on for Valentine’s Day this year. There were flowers, cakes, parties, special arts and crafts, 

balloons, candy, and all sorts of special fun. Love was definitely in the air… 

 

   

   

Hope you had a fun filled Valentine’s Day too!  
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Upcoming Events: 

March 12th: Early release at 12:30 

March 12th: Home Baseball Game 4:30 

March 14th: Time Change 

March 15th-19st: Spring Break! 

March 23rd: Home Baseball Game at 4:30 

April 1st: Early Release at 12:30 

April 1st: Home Baseball Game at 4:30  

April 2nd: No School for Good Friday! 

April 4th: Easter 

April 6th: Home Baseball Game at 4:30 

April 6th-9th: STAAR Testing 

April 16th: End of the 6th Weeks 

April 16th: Home Baseball Game at 4:30 

April 20th: Home Baseball game at 4:30 

April 30th: Last Home Baseball Game/Senior Night 

Third Grade Owl Pellet Project 

Mrs. Bay’s third grade class learned about owls and did 

a special owl pellet project. They looked at owl pellets 

under a microscope and could actually see what the 

owls had eaten. Pretty amazing! Noah Bay was the 

class helper. 
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                                                                               JH Basketball Team was Undefeated, So Coach Autery Let Them Shave His Head! 

The Junior High Lady Panther Basketball Team was playing so well this season that Coach Autery told them that if 

they ended the season undefeated he would let the girls shave his head. That was all the motivation that they 

needed. The girls worked hard, and played very well. The girls did indeed finish the season as the undefeated 

champions and Coach Autery was true to his word. Congratulations to the entire team and to the amazing coach who 

knew just how to motivate them!  
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 Historic Snowstorm Hits Texas! 

The coldest storm to hit Texas since the 1940’s descended upon us in February of 2021. Some people were without 

power and water for days. Many people were experiencing near freezing temperatures inside of their homes. 

Several people and animals died. It was a sad and difficult time, especially with the Covid pandemic still going on. 

But people pulled together and tried to help their neighbors in true Texas fashion and for that we are grateful. 

Below are some photos of this once in a lifetime event. It almost doesn’t look like Texas!  
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 100th Day of School Festivities! 

The elementary students had a great time celebrating the 

100th Day of school this year. They dressed up like old 

folks and did special activities. They made projects with 

100 things in them too. It was educational and lots of fun! 
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