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July 14, 2020 
 

Dear Parents, 
 

As you well know, we are in unprecedented times and this has led to 
unprecedented measures to protect the well-being of our whole society.   

Consequently, schools have had to follow suit and change many time-
honored protocols to provide for a safe learning environment and to promote 

the public good. We are committed at Richards ISD to safety as we reopen 
our schools this fall.  Guidance has been laid out for Texas school districts by 

the Texas Education Agency and state officials as to how we must proceed. 
So, we wanted to take the time to answer a few frequently asked questions 

in this letter.  This will hopefully inform you of your options and help you 
with any decisions you make as to how your child is educated this school 

year.   
 

FAQ: 

 

 
When is school starting? 

We plan to start school for students, as the adopted calendar had planned, 
on August 24th.   
 

 

What options for instruction does my child have? 

We will offer two different delivery methods of instruction this year.  These 
options are available, by choice, to all students.  Each student will be able to 

decide which method they prefer and will be enrolled in that method for a 
grading period. Each grading period parents will have the opportunity to 

change the delivery method that best fits their needs. In addition, any 
unexpected health crisis can affect this and allow for changes mid-grading 

period.  
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Method 1 – In-Person Learning: This option is the most like the 

traditional schooling that students are accustomed to.  Students will be at 
school each day, attending their assigned schedule of classes and adhering 

to health safety protocols while on campus.   
 

Method 2 – Virtual Learning: This method offers a virtual learning 

platform in which students will receive instruction from their teachers 
online.  Richards ISD is adopting an “asynchronous learning plan”.  This 

simply means that students will be required to log in each day from home 
and work on assigned work.  This MAY include a live, in-person interaction 

with a teacher online at times, but lessons also can be accomplished via 
engagement with the lesson outside of the regular class time.  This will be 

much different than the online learning that was provided in the spring.  This 
will require daily log-in for attendance, and grades will be taken from the 

online work.  A district adopted learning management system will be 
provided.  This will allow students to have an easy log-in and an easy virtual 

workplace to complete assignments for class at the same pace and rigor as 
their classmates at school. 
 

 

What safety requirements and measures will be taken by the school? 

 

Masks: All students, staff, and visitors over the age of 10 will be required to 
wear masks while at school, except when they are eating or participating in 

athletic drills. These are the guidelines laid out in the Governor’s executive 
order and must be adhered to in the school setting. as long as the order is in 

effect. 
 

Social Distancing: Every effort will be made to social distance while in 

classrooms and during lunches.  While this may be impossible in some 
situations, we will make the effort to encourage the social distancing of all 

people while inside the school building and on school grounds.   
 

School Buses: Students will be required to wear masks and to social distance 

to the greatest extent possible while on the school bus.  Hand Sanitizing will 
also be required of all school bus riders and drivers.  Windows will be left 

open on the bus when the weather permits. It will be encouraged, but not 

required, that parents drop off and pick up their students instead of having 
them ride the bus to the greatest extent possible.   
 

 
 



  
 

Cleaning and Hand Sanitizer Stations: RISD will take extra precautions with 

deep-cleaning of the building.  Also, students and teachers will be required 
to clean up after themselves to the greatest extent possible to help keep our 

building safe.  Hand Sanitizer stations will be positioned around the school 
and kept full to ensure that all those on campus will have access to sanitize 

their hands.  Hand-washing will also be required of all students. 
 

Will my student or teacher be screened when they enter the school? 

No, we will not provide screening of every student or teacher entering the 
school.  Students and teachers will be required to self-screen for the 

symptoms of Covid-19 at home.  If they present any of these symptoms, 
students will be required to stay home.  If they present any of these 

symptoms while at school, they will be required to go home.  
 

The following symptoms will be used for the self-screening as provided by 

the T.E.A.: 
 

 Feeling feverish or a measured temperature greater than or equal to 100.0 degrees Fahrenheit  

 Loss of taste or smell  

 Cough  

 Difficulty breathing  

 Shortness of breath  

 Headache  

 Chills 

 Sore throat 

 Shaking or exaggerated shivering  

 Significant muscle pain or ache  

 Diarrhea 

 

 

Will parents/visitors be screened if they enter the school? 

Yes, all visitors to the school will be screened prior to entering the building. 
 

 

What if a positive case of Covid-19 occurs at our school? 

While we will do all in our power to prevent Covid-19 from entering our 
school, it is inevitable that a case could occur. In the event of a positive 

case, the school will be closed for cleaning.  This closure will be as short as  

possible (ideally 2-3 days) and classes will resume as soon as possible.  
During the closure ALL students will be switched to virtual learning and 

required to log-in to complete assignments away from school. 
 



  
 

If I choose the at-home virtual school method, can my student still 

participate in extracurricular activities and sports? 

Yes, guidelines from both the T.E.A. and the U.I.L. outline that students will 

still be able to come to school for practices, games, and other school related 
gatherings of extra-curricular teams and organizations.  The safety protocols 

of screening, masks, and hand sanitizing that are in effect for that sport, 
club, etc will be adhered to by all students while at the practice. 
 

 
Will the school still participate in field trips? 

No, until further notice all field trips and school trips of any kind by students 
(with the exception of travel for a UIL activity) will be suspended. 
 

 
Will the students still have access to recess and outdoor play 

activities? 

This is still under consideration and we are awaiting guidance from the state 

on how to proceed with these endeavors.  We see the necessity of these 
activities for our younger students, but at this time the issue is still under 

review. 
 

 
Will breakfast, lunch and break in the cafeteria be changed? 

Yes, the method by which we provide meals and break time for the students 
will look different with regards to the adherence to social distancing 

protocols laid out by state order. 
 

 

A survey will be sent out to you soon to inform us about your educational 
plans for the upcoming school year. Please take the time to fill out this 

survey.  It will include questions about the option of instructional delivery 
you intend to choose. We appreciate your cooperation during this process. 
 

 
With Kind Regards, 
 

John Portwood 

Principal  

Richards ISD 


