PANTHER NEWS FALL 2020
Lady Panther Varsity Volleyball had Great Season Despite Covid
By Baylee Francis

The season began August 3rd, preseason games were cancelled due to COVID and other districts not allowing
students back to play. The Lady Panthers started their first pre-district game August 28th with a win over Apple
Springs in four sets (25-17, 25-19, 21-25, 25-13).To this date the record for the Lady Panthers is 7-8 for the
season and 4-8 in district play. COVID really changed up the volleyball season for the Lady Panthers. Screening
and questionnaires are asked before every practice and game to ensure that players and fans are COVID free.
Capacity at the games are limited now and players must sign up guests with a limit of four guests for the game.
Our Lady Panthers started their first pre-district game at the end of August.
The first game the Lady Panthers took on Apple Springs and won three sets to one. Currently the Lady
Panthers have a 7-9 record with wins over Apple Springs, Kennard, Dime Box, McDade and BVCHEA. In district
the Lady Panthers hold a record of 4-8. The Panthers are in a district that is divided into 1A and 2A teams where
the top four 2A teams and top three 1A teams advance to the playoffs. The Lady Panthers clinched the finally 1A
team to spot to advance to the playoffs. They had to beat Dime Box and McDade in order to take the last spot.
The first game against Dime Box they took a 3-0 set win. [Scores (25 -15), (25 - 12), (25 - 20)]
Next up was a double header against McDade. The reason for a double header was McDade ISD could not
start school until September 8th and their district wouldn’t even allow them to start practice. That week just
happened to be the first week of district play. They asked for the Panthers to push the game back meaning that
the Varsity girls would have to play two games in one night winning best 6 out 10 games. The Lady Panthers
won the first game 3-0 sets and then took the second game as well 3-0. First game scores were (25 - 20), (25 9), (25 - 16) and the second game scores were (25 -19), (25 - 19), (25 - 18). There were many volleys during the
game that were intense. The girls worked hard and ended the season by making it to the second round of the
playoffs. They are now Bi-District Volleyball Champs! Good Job Lady Panthers!
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Despite Covid Craziness, Our Junior High Volleyball Team was Victorious
By Bailey Rhodes

The Junior High Lady Panthers had a very successful 2020 season with a 7-1 record. Some highlights from the season
were the powerful serves from many of the players which helped win many of the games. Another thing the ladies did
great at was defending the net and getting kills against their opponents. When taking to the court the Lady Panthers
worked hard to make sure that no ball hit the ground. Many plays were nerve wracking, but the girls always found a way to
dig deep and get the ball back over the net and claim the points. There are four players that will be missed next year as
they move up to the Varsity team. Those ladies are Kira Coleman, Alayna Francis, Cadence Nance & Haley Perry.

2020 Junior High Volleyball Season Scores:
Vs. BVCHEA 25-16, 25-21 (win)
Vs. RTC 26-28, 25-21 (loss)
Vs. Burton 12-25, 25-18, 15-10 (win)
Vs. Dime Box 25-7, 25-21 (win)
Vs. Fayetteville 25-17, 25-10 (win)
Vs. McDade 25-2, 25-10 (win)
Vs. Somerville 25-14, 25-13 (win)
Vs. Snook 25-23, 25-14 (win)
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Elementary Pumpkin Patch
The lower elementary had a pumpkin patch this fall. The children got to choose a pumpkin to take home.
They also got to learn about pumpkins and they got to see how a pumpkin is carved into a Jack-o-lantern.
Everyone had a great time!
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Red Ribbon Week
This year for Red Ribbon Week we had the following dress-up days: Camo Day, Hawaiian Day, Superhero Day,
Pajama Day, and Spirit Day. Even though we had many remote learners and we did not do as many in person
activities as usual, we still enjoyed dressing up and we were all still reminded of the importance of staying away
from drugs and making good choices. When we asked all the students which dress up day was their favorite, the
majority said that they enjoyed Hawaiian “Lei Off Drugs” Day most of all. I guess after the year we have all had,
everyone is ready for an island get away.
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Cross Country Wins 2nd in District and 5th in Regionals!
By Bailey Rhodes

Cross Country has had an eventful season this year! The first highlight was a cross country team race in October that
was hosted by Latexo and was held at a wedding venue called “The Barn.” The cross country team did very well.
Sophomore Elijah Bay, ran 3.1 miles in about 21 minutes and placed 13th out of 60 other racers, achieving a Personal
Record (PR). The whole team also placed 3rd in all and there were a lot of big schools there, even a few 3A schools
and the boys beat them!
Another highlight of the season is that the Varsity Boys Cross Country Team did very well at the district meet and
they went to regionals in Corpus Christi. Ryan Wrobleski got sixth overall in the district meet, Tanner McCarty got
seventh place, and Elijah Bay got ninth place in district. Then at regionals there were 114 runners in all and they
placed 5th as a team and were only 26 points away from making it to state! They did an amazing job and we are very
proud of the whole team! Good job Panthers!
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Mrs. Bay’s 3rd Grade Fair
By Baylee Francis

Mrs. Bay held her annual third grade fair again this year. Due to the pandemic it was not as big as usual
and outside people could not attend the event like most years. But the third graders still had a ball,
regardless. They got to read Charlotte’s Web and make projects and presentations related to the book.
The students learned a lot and everyone had a great time!
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Cultural Spotlight: Do the Amish Celebrate Christmas?

We thought during this Covid year when we have been limited in our get-togethers and celebrations, that it might be
helpful to focus on a group of people who celebrate Christmas in a more low key way every year. Amish people are
very devout Christians who love to celebrate Christmas together. But their customs are much simpler than our
“English” (non-Amish) customs. They are oriented toward the family and the religious meaning of the holiday. There
are no lavishly decorated trees or strings of lights around their houses, and the Amish children do not visit Santa Claus
to have their picture taken, or tell him their wish list. Instead, Amish people make lists of reasons they are thankful for
each family member and for close friends and they give their “Reasons I’m Thankful for You” list to each person.
Amish children also enjoy making special Christmas cookies and candies every year with their “Opa” and “Oma,”
(grandpa and grandma) and they do decorate their main living areas with green branches they collect outside, with
homemade cards given to them by friends, and with handmade candles they enjoy making themselves each year.
While the Amish generally do not exchange large gifts, Amish school children often pick names and exchange small
gifts, such as fresh fruit, special writing paper, or special needlepoint kits. Amish children put on a Christmas program
each year in their one-room schoolhouse as well. During their Christmas program, the children sing songs, perform
skits and recite poems. Typically just family will attend, but occasionally, they’ll invite their “English” neighbors or
friends to come as well.
Amish Families also love to send handmade Christmas cards to both their Amish and “English” friends. Christmas card
making is a very popular tradition among the Amish. Adults & children make handmade “stamped” Christmas cards –
some of them are now even sold in Amish stores. They make the cards by getting a variety of Christmas stampers and
ink pads in Christmas colors and then they make unique cards for each person. They also use scrapbook paper, glue,
and colored pencils to embellish the cards and make them special. Amish families will even have “hand-stamping”
parties. People bring their card-making supplies and snacks to share and everyone sits at a large table sipping apple
cider, eating snacks, and making Christmas cards. Then on December 23rd, the Amish often deliver their cards while
they deliver baskets of food to those in the community who are less fortunate. This includes both Amish and “English”
families in need.
The Amish also have special Christmas Eve services on December 24th at one another’s homes. They read the biblical
account of the birth of Jesus together and they sing Christmas carols and often do a cookie swap event. December
25th the Amish refer to as “second Christmas,” and it is a day to relax at home or to visit others. Homemade
doughnuts are often eaten on this day for breakfast, followed by games, and then a large Christmas dinner with loved
ones. For the Amish, the holiday is about enjoying cherished memories and traditions with family and friends, as well
as remembering those less fortunate than themselves. This is a Christmas tradition we can all appreciate, especially
after the rough year we have all just been through. Sometimes the simple moments in life are the ones we treasure
the most.
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RISD Basketball is Bouncing Right Along!
The Varsity Boys have only lost 1 game out of 15 so
far! They are doing amazingly well! They have their
district games coming up next and we hope their
winning streak continues. Way to work hard and
succeed guys!
Our Junior High Basketball teams are also doing
well. The Junior High Boys have won two out three
games so far and the Junior High Girls have won all
three of their games. Way to go Panther Basketball
Teams! We are proud of you!

Odd But True Christmas Facts from Around the World
By Baylee Francis

In Sweden for Christmas they make a giant straw “Yule Goat”
that is more than 42 feet high, 23 feet wide, and weighs 3.6
tons. They parade it up and down streets. Each year, the
massive goat is constructed in the same spot. Fans can even
watch a livestream from the first Sunday of Advent until
after the New Year when it's taken down. Weird, huh?
But wait, if you thought that was weird... In Japan, Christmas
is celebrated by people going out to eat at Kentucky Fried
Chicken! (I am not making this up.) The tradition began in
1974 after a wildly successful marketing campaign called
"Kurisumasu ni wa Kentakkii!" or "Kentucky for Christmas!"
The fast food chain has maintained its yuletide popularity,
causing some people to order their boxes months in advance
or stand in two-hour-long lines to get their "finger lickin'
good" food.
And last but not least on our Odd Christmas Facts List…
In Iceland the night before Christmas, Icelandic children are
visited by the 13 Yule Lads. After placing their shoes by the
window, the little ones will head upstairs to bed. In the
morning, they'll either have received candy (if they're good)
or be greeted with shoes full of rotten stinky slimy potatoes
if they're bad. Bad kids get to watch the good kids eat candy
while they clean rotten potatoes out of their shoes. Fun.

Upcoming Important Dates:
December 18th: Early Release at 12:30
December 19th- January 4th: Christmas Break
January 5th: School Resumes at normal time
January 14th & 15th: Semester Exams/ Early Release at 12:30
January 18th: Bad Weather Day/ Staff Development
January 19th: First day of 4th Six Weeks

