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Hello parents! This informative letter is intended to explain how our 2019-20 snow days can be made 

up online instead of in person. 

 

By now, most of you have probably heard about Alternative Method of Instruction Days, (AMI 

Make-up Days). When deemed appropriate, the Arkansas Department of Education supports school 

districts using AMI days to digitally make up snow days, or other days missed due to emergencies or 

exceptional circumstances. This opportunity provides many great benefits for our students and 

district. All students from kindergarten through 12
th

 grade will participate in this method of digital 

make-up instruction should we choose to use an AMI day. We understand that there may be an 

implementation time period where there may be issues to work through, but we will get through them 

together, and the process will be refined accordingly. We, teachers, parents, and students, did an 

amazing job with this two years ago, especially for a first year of implementation! 

Once again, we’ve chosen to utilize Google Classroom in order to accomplish our digital make-up 

instruction because, along with many benefits to using Google, each student already has a school 

email account through Google, which makes it easy for them to have access. The majority of high 

school students have experience with Google Classroom, but many elementary students have only 

limited experience with Google Classroom. This letter will help you understand what Google 

Classroom is and how your child will access it. There are also some helpful links listed on the back of 

this letter. Please visit these websites to gain a deeper understanding of Google Classroom.  

Each student, K-12, with or without the aid of their parent/guardian, will use a device that has 

internet access to log into his/her student email account (i.e. computer, ipad, smart tablet, 

smartphone, etc…). Once logged into the student’s email account, Google Classroom is located 

through the Google Apps, (the 3 by 3 little gray circles at the top right hand corner of the page). In 

Google Classroom, you will see a list of all your child’s classes. Select a class and you will see 

assignment(s) posted.  Teachers and admin will be available to answer questions via email. 

Helpful links that might help you become more familiar with Google Classroom:  

 

http://www.educatorstechnology.com/2015/01/everything-teachers-need-to-know-about.html  

 

 

https://support.google.com/edu/classroom/?hl=en#topic=6020277  

 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) follow →  

http://www.educatorstechnology.com/2015/01/everything-teachers-need-to-know-about.html
https://support.google.com/edu/classroom/?hl=en#topic=6020277
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Frequently Asked Questions: 

What types of assignments will be posted? Assignment types vary from teacher to teacher; however, 

assignments should be review material, (not new learning).  In addition, each assignment should be 

able to be completed in under an hour, and even though there may be multiple assignments, they are 

not intended to take an entire day to complete. 

 

Will the assignments be for a grade? This decision will be made by the students’ teacher(s).  

 

How will attendance be taken? In Google Classroom, each teacher is able to see the date and time 

each student responded to a post, uploaded answers, entered work into the Google Document, etc... 

Simply logging into Google Classroom (without submitting answers, replying to a post, etc...) will 

not count as your attendance. Assignments may be completed any time throughout the day/night in 

order for a student to be counted present for that day. 

 

What do we do if we are without electricity? You can access Google Classroom from your cellular 

device, so using your phone to complete your Google Classroom assignments is always an option. 

Trusted family or friends that have internet may be helpful. Planning ahead is always best. If your 

power/internet is out, and another option is not viable, we will work with you upon our return to 

ensure ample time is given to get the assignment completed before an absence or a zero grade would 

be assigned. 

How do we know if the snow day will be considered an AMI day? The superintendent, with 

consultation from the admin team, will determine if the snow day will be considered an AMI day. 

There are many factors that will be considered when making this decision. If the missed day will be 

utilized as an AMI day, it will be announced on the same media reporting school closings, and it will 

be sent via school communications such as E-Notes and Facebook.  

Can I use my personal Google email account to log into my child’s Google Classroom? No, Google 

Classroom is very secure; therefore, the student email account must be used.  It is recommended to 

have your child’s student email address and password written down somewhere accessible prior to 

any AMI days.  

Can my child use outside resources to help answer questions that might be posted on Google 

Classroom? Unless the teacher specifically requests for students to use a particular source, or to not 

use the internet, textbook, etc…, your child should be able to use additional resources. Additional 

resources may include textbooks, accredited websites, etc… Be wary of plagiarism, and do not allow 

students to copy and paste answers from an internet source. Also, double check sources for 

legitimacy.  


