
 

Parent Connection 
 

 

GE PRACTICE HOW TO IMPLEMENT 

1. Educators and learners  
(parents and children) model 
desired behaviors and attitudes 
such as those set forth in the  
Life Principles and the Eight 

Expectations for Living 

 
Model how you want your children to behave 
 
Speak to your children with sincere, positive 
dialogue. Be clear on your expectations. 
 
Be a constant example. 
 
Treat children with respect. 
 
Be on time. 
 
Be a model of courtesy. Consistently use 
“please” and “thank you” and “You are 
welcome.” Make apologies when needed. 
 
Eliminate sarcasm and put-downs entirely 
from your communication with others. 
 

2. Educators and learners  
(parents and learners) speak in  
complete sentences and address 

one another by name, 
demonstrating mutual respect 

and common courtesy. 

 
Greet family and friends by calling them by 
name. 
 
Be a model for speaking in formal register.  
 
Introduce your children to others by using a 
complete sentence and addressing by name.  
 

3. Learners (children) are taught thoroughly 
and to mastery, ensuring success for all. 

Whole group instruction is interwoven with 
flexible group instruction and individual 

instruction. 

 
Build respectful relationships among your 
children so they will work with you. 
 
Schedule family meetings for solving issues 
that arise among family members. 
 
Provide samples, examples, and models of 
work before children are asked to work 
independently.  
 
Use visuals and other resources. 
 
Offer choices. Give children power whenever 
possible.  
 
Ask siblings to help one another.  



 

4. Learning experiences are integrated, 
related to the real world, reviewed 

consistently, and connected to 
subsequent curricula.  

 
Connect school learning and family 
experiences to real life situations.  
 
Connect past learning to present learning.  
 
Connect learning with shopping trips, 
vacations, and any other family outings. 
(movies, state fairs, ballgames, eating out, 
concerts, etc…) 
 
Read books together that teach Life Principles. 
Examples: Fables, Poetry, GE Life Principle 
Books, etc… 
 

5. Critical thinking skills are taught.  
Ask children “How would you like to handle 
your problem?”when a problem occurs. (Help 
them seek solutions or make better choices.) 
 
Ask children to explain or justify their 
answers. 
 
Give children opportunities to make decisions.  
 
Ask “What if . . . “ questions. 
 
Ask children to connect their problem to the 
Eight Expectations or a quote. 
  

6. The (home) environment is 
non-threatening and conducive to 

risk-taking. Mistakes are viewed as 
opportunities to learn and grow.  

 
Remove all negative labels. (Example: 
crybaby, nerd, slow learner, hyper, etc…) 
 
Do not allow put-downs, teasing, or rudeness. 
Eliminate sarcasm. Be fiercely stauch on these 
issues! 
 
Redirect negative comments in a positive 
manner.  
 
Build trust by being the model of absolute 
trustworthiness yourself.  
 
Offer choices to children. Say “You have the 
prerogative to . . . “ 
 
Evaluate your own dialogue, voice, tone, and 
facial expressions.  
 
Speak to your children one-on-one instead of 



 

always and only in front of others if you child 
has made a mistake.  
 
Be kind and firm.  
 

7. Memory work, recitations, and/or writing 
occur daily. These enhance character 

development and effective communication 
skills while extending curricula.  

 
Memorize and recite school quotes that are 
chosen for the day, week, or month.  
 
Post Life Principles and quotes to remind 
children to respect others at home, school, 
and community.  
 
Ask children to share writings with you.  
 
Listen to the poetry your children may be 
memorizing.  
 

8. Enriched vocabulary is evident and is 
drawn directly from challenging writings, 

informational text, and/or wisdom 
literature.  

 
Use enriched words in your dialogue when 
speaking to your children. Example - “It’s a 
frigid, blustery winter day. It’s arctic today.” 
 
When speaking to children, check for 
understanding of words you use in your 
dialogue.  
 
Make a game of words when traveling.  
 

9. The Magic Triad, a positive and caring 
environment, discipline with dignity and 
logic are evident. (smile, kinds words, 

gentle touch) 

 
Use positive dialogue with everyone. 
 
Establish a climate of mutual respect at home.  
 
Take time to model shaking hands with people 
you greet.  
 
Smile, give gentle touches, and use kind 
words with your children often.  
 

10, Learner’s (children’s) work is  displayed in 
some form. Positive and timely feedback is 

provided through oral and/or written commentary. 

 
Parents should display their children’s work to 
help build confidence and motivation. This can 
also help build high self-esteem. 
 
Encourage your children to correct their work 
so they can learn from their mistakes.  
 
Leave positive and personal notes 



 

encouraging children to do their best ( in 
backpacks, lunch pails, or at home in child’s 
room).  
 

11. Word identification skills are used as a 
foundation for expanding the use of th English 

language 

 
If the school does a “Word of the Day,” ask 
your children to tell you about the “Word of 
the Day.” 
 
Post the “Word of the Day’ in your house. 
 
Use the “Word of the Day” in your dialogue.  
 
Download apps that teach word skills. 
  

12. Learner’s (children’s) assume responsibility 
for their own behavior. Their choices determine 

consequences.  

 
Use positive dialogue for any misbehavior. Be 
patient.  
 
Connect the Eight Expectations and the LIfe 
Principles when talking to your child about 
misbehavior.  
 
Model procedures for what your expect your 
children to do at home. Examples: (getting 
ready for school, preparing backpack for the 
next day, getting ready for bed, doing chores 
at home, doing homework, having playdates 
with friends, etc…) 
 
Allow your children to make reasonable 
choices.  
 
Assist your children in organizational skills, 
picking out clothes, and keeping events on a 
calendar.  
 

13. A school, class, or personal creed is recited or 
reflected upon daily to reaffirm commitment to 

excellence.  

 
Memorize the school creed.  
 
Model the procedure for reciting the creed. 
 
Visit a Rise ‘n Shine at your children’s school. 
 

14. All learners (children) experience success. 
The educator (parents) guarantees it by 

comparing learners (children) to their own past 
performance, not the past performance of others. 

Past failures are disregarded.  

 
Refrain from comparing your children to 
others.  
 
Remove the negative labels.  



 

 
Encourage your child to do their best. 
Encouragement is be tter than praise.  
Assist your children in setting goals.  

15. Educators (parents) teach on their feet, thus 
utilizing proximity. They engage learning 

personally, hold high expectations of learners, and 
shoe not limit learners to grade level or perceived 

ability. 

 
Hold high expectations for yourself.  
 
Model the importance of doing your BEST at 
work.  
 
Stand up for what is right. Speak against 
profanity, indecency, immodesty, and 
immorality. Be a guardian against rudeness.  
 
Turn your phone off when your children need 
you. (family outings, mealtime, family 
meetings, scheduled homework time, 
teachable moments, etc…) 
 

16. Educators and learners (parents and 
children) employ effective interpersonal 

communications skills. 

 
Model the proper way to meet and greet a 
person.  
 
Model how to shake someone's hand when 
greeting someone or telling them “goodbye.” 
 
Model compliments. 
 
Teach your children how to make eye contact 
when speaking to others. 
 
Model how to address someone by name 
using complete sentences in conversations.  

17. Educators and learners (parents and 
children) celebrate the successes of others.  

 
Use positive dialogue and affirmations when 
celebrating accomplishments.  
 
Congratulate educators, learners, and support 
personnel for their successes.  
 
Attend various celebrations, assemblies, or 
extracurricular activities to show your support. 
 
Write notes or cards to recognize successes.  
 
Celebrate successes at family meetings.  
 
Celebrate accomplishments that took hard 
work and effort to succeed 
 



 

 


