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Note from Mrs. Thul… 

 

 Welcome back to 2nd semester!  We started the semester last      

Friday by offering Intersession classes.  This was a way to offer one day 

of classes that our students typically do not get to take.  When the district 

was forced to reduce our teaching staff several years ago, our students 

lost the opportunity to take certain classes such as Family and Consumer 

Sciences.  As part of our Gemini redesign project, our staff is looking at 

unique ways to fulfill some of these needs for our students.  I was happy 

that the majority of students did attend school on Friday...for those that 

chose to stay home, you missed a great day of opportunities. Check out 

the pictures in the upcoming pages to see everything we offered.       

Regular classes will resume today, January 8th.  Additionally, the last 

day for all schedule changes is Monday, January 8th. 

 As we start second semester, I’d like to remind parents of  the pro-

tocol for voicing concerns.  If you have concerns about an issue, the first 

place to start is with the teacher/coach.  Please empower your student to 

speak with the teacher/coach on his or her own FIRST...one of the big-

gest life skills we can teach our children is to be self-advocates.  In one 

to four short years, our children will be on their own and will need to be 

able to communicate effectively.  The teacher/coach also needs to be    

allowed to communicate his/her side of the issue.  If it is felt that further 

discussion is necessary, then please feel free to contact myself or Mr. 

Gillen to set up a face-to-face meeting or phone call.  Sending an anony-

mous email is not the best way to handle a situation because we have no 

way to deal with the perceived problem appropriately.  All anonymous 

emails are merely deleted because I have no way to communicate with 

that person.  I see our main job as preparing students for life after high 

school and being able to communicate effectively with another person is 

necessary for success in both a professional and personal life.  We have 

to model this behavior for our students so they can learn how to handle 

issues in their future.   

 We are looking forward to a successful second semester.  It is hard 

to believe that our seniors graduate in four short months!  I hope that all 

students continue to make good choices and enjoy the last few months of 

the 2017-18 school year.  Time sure does fly by! 

     Sincerely, 

     Kati Thul, Principal 

     kati.thul@usd267.com 

     316-531-2272 
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Intersessions 

January 5, 2018 

Cooking and Etiquette—

students prepared a five course 

meal (soup, salad, appetizer, 

main dish and dessert) and then 

learned the etiquette skills of a 

formal dinner as they enjoyed 

their creations! 

Beginning Quilting—students 

learned basic sewing skills and used 

sewing machines to create a small 

table runner of their own to take 

home.  Skills included basic sewing 

tools, measuring and cutting of     

fabric, and use of sewing machine. 

Fishing—Students learned about different 

bait, tackle and fishing techniques.  Using 

Facetime, they “met” with Ryan Patterson, 

GPHS graduate, and heard about his experi-

ences on the K-State Bass Fishing team, 

along with his current career at Ranger 

Boats in Arkansas.  A casting competition 

completed the session. 
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MORE INTERSESSIONS 

Bottle Upcycling and Tie-Dye… 

 

Students learned the chemical 

properties necessary to tie-dye an 

article of clothing of their choice.  

They then learned how to safely 

score glass and use chemistry to 

heat and cool glass to allow for a 

clean break...and then turned their 

glass bottles into wind chimes and 

tiki torches.   

 

How to Get Your First Job— 

 

The USD 267 Human Resources 

department discussed different 

job applications, interview tips, 

and all of the required paper-

work when hired for a job, such 

as the W-2, I-9, and health insur-

ance selection.   

 

Lacrosse— 

 

Two freshmen students that play 

on a Lacrosse team in Wichita 

taught their sport to a large 

group of our students.  Students 

learned the techniques and equip-

ment used and then scrimmaged 

in a real game of Lacrosse.  

Thanks to Tim Gallagher and 

Sam Fortune for sharing your 

talent and skills! 
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Football for Lady Owls and Volleyball for Dudes—- 

What a better way to understand the sports of their peers than to learn all of the          

terminology, offense and defense from our head coaches?  It was an eye-opening  

experience to learn a different sport! 

Fashion on a Budget— 

 Students traveled to Goodwill, heard 

a presentation on the work they do there, as 

well as put together an outfit that cost less 

than $20.  The session ended with a red   

carpet fashion show in The Nest to show off 

the outfits purchased. 

Chess—Students tried their hand at 

learning the strategies needed to play 

chess. 

Brain Games—Students tried out various 

brain puzzles and learned how the brain 

works and why continuing to exercise the 

brain is important. 

Moviemaking—Students learned various lighting 

techniques and then were tasked with creating their 

own movies. 
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Interview with Gubernatorial Candidate,  

Ethan Randleas 

As part of her Senior Internship final   

project, Brooke Foster invited Ethan 

Randleas, a senior at Heights High 

School, to visit and discuss his candidacy 

for governor of Kansas.  Ethan shared his 

vision for Kansas and explained why he 

chose to run for governor in 2018.  It was 

an interesting discussion with our seniors 

and Ethan. 

 

Biology Students Dissecting Squid 



  January 8, 2018 

Dates to Remember: 

1/8:  Bowling at West Acres, 3:30pm; Board of Edu-

cation meeting, 7pm at GPHS 

1/9:  Basketball at Belle Plaine, 4:30pm 

1/11:  Bowling at West Acres, 2pm 

1/12:  Basketball at Home vs. Chaparral, 4:30pm 

1/13:  Wrestling at Scott City, 9:30am 

 

1/15:  NO SCHOOL—Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

 

1/16:  Girls Basketball @ Home vs. Trinity, 4:30pm 

1/16-1/19:  Boys Basketball @ Halstead, Rupp Tour-

nament, TBD 

1/17:  Booster Club meeting at 7pm 

1/18 & 1/20:  JV girls Basketball @ Trinity; C-Team 

girls Basketball @ Heights, TBD 

1/19:  Wrestling @ Nickerson, 3:30pm 

1/22: C-Team Girls Basketball @ Haven, 6pm 

1/25:  C-Team & Varsity Boys @ Home vs. Trinity, 

6pm 

1/25 & 1/27:  Haven Girls Tournament, Varsity only, 

TBD 

1/25 & 1/27:  JV Boys @ Conway Springs, TBD 

1/30:  Basketball @ Independent, 4:30pm 
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