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There is not very much that is new in football today.  The popular spread formations common to 

the NFL, college teams, and high school teams are merely recycled offenses that were in vogue 

in the 1930s.  Dutch Meyer of TCU, with his All-America QB Slinging Sammy Baugh, was the 

architect of the spread offense that dominates today's football 80 years later. 

 

Sometimes tactics forgotten through disuse can be extremely effective.  Such was the case 

Friday night at Wellington.  The Dukes, once the scourge of South Central Kansas high school 

football, revived the starburst kickoff return from their glory days, when the Crusaders notched 

four state championships from 1969 to 2004.  The player who fields the ball turns to face his 

own goal line, either handing off to one of two players crisscrossing in front of him or keeping 

the ball himself after faking the handoffs.  For years the Dukes had bedeviled the Indians with 

the play, counting a number of touchdowns.  In the Indians' 2007 championship season, 

Andale's Brett Moeder leveled the ball handler in the starburst, and the play disappeared from 

the Dukes' Andale game plans until Friday night. 

 

Fielding the opening kickoff, the Crusaders Grey Hatfield took the handoff on the first crisscross 

of the starburst and returned it 50 yards before the Indians corralled him at the Andale 38.  Two 

Andale sacks forced a punt.  A 27 yard Sawyer Simon run got the Indians out of the shadow of 

their goalposts, then Ethan Baalmann connected with Mason Fairchild on a swing pass good for 

56 yards to the Wellington 3 yard line. Simon negotiated the final 3 yards for the Indians' initial 

score. 

 

Again going to the starburst, Wellington again achieved good field position on the kickoff to the 

Andale 48 yard line.  A 27 yard pass to speedster Andre Washington gave the home team 

possession on the Andale 20 yard line.  After two penalties for 20 yards, the Crusaders came up 

inches short of a first down at the Andale 10 yard line despite two catches by tight end Silas 

Popplewell.  It would be Wellington's deepest penetration of the game. 

 

The Indians got their second score with 22 seconds left in the first quarter when Sawyer Simon 

finished off an 85 yard drive with a 12 yard run.  The biggest chunk of the drive was supplied by 

the Indians' 6' 5", 250 lb. tight end Mason Fairchild with his 45 yard reception. 

 

The second quarter was all Andale with the defense holding the Dukes to minus yards with two 

sacks by sophomore Cayden Winter and an interception by Scotti Easter.  Simon scored his third 

touchdown of the evening culminating a 43 yard drive.  With 93 seconds left in the half, Andale 

embarked on a 52 yard drive that was finished off by Baalmann's 15 yard fade pass to Fairchild 

in the corner of the end zone with six seconds left on the clock. 

 

Sitting on a 28-0 lead the Indians' only serious threat to score came to naught when Simon 

fumbled at the Crusader 28 yard line.  Wellington passed 16 times and completed 4 passes.  

Under duress from the Andale pass rush that resulted in four sacks in the second half, the 

Crusaders were 0-fer in their last 8 passing attempts. 

 

To put the Indians' win in perspective, the Crusaders, for the first time in 15 years, cracked the 

state rankings, rating a fifth ranking in Class 4A on the strength of their last week's 32-0 win 

over Wichita Collegiate.  It was the Crusaders' first ever win over the Spartans, one of the 

state’s perennial powers. 

 

With the natural grass Wellington field sodden by almost daily rainfall this past week, the field 

between the hash marks was left pock marked by the large chunks of Bermuda sod that were 

torn from the playing surface by the players’ cleats.  The field was anything but a fast track. 

 



Again Sawyer Simon led the Indians in rushing with 122 yards on 23 carries.  Mason Fairchild 

caught all three passes thrown to him for 116 yards and one touchdown. Scotti Easter and Mac 

Brand each had nine tackles.  Sophomore Caden Parthemer followed closely with eight. Chris 

Burks, Cayden Winter, Carson Fair, and Dylan Koett accounted for six quarterback sacks. Chris 

Burks, Cayden Albers, and Mason Fairchild had running back sacks.  Team wise, the Indians 347 

yards more than quadrupled the 78 yard offensive output of the Dukes. 

 

The 28-0 Andale victory Friday night puts the Indians in sole possession of first place in the 

AVCTL Div. IV race with a 2-0 mark. Mulvane, with a 42-14 win over Clearwater, and Collegiate, 

with their 36-3 win over Rose Hill, are tied with Clearwater and Wellington for second, all with 1-

1 Div. IV records.  Rose Hill at 0-2 is in last place. 

 

Tracking other District 5 opponents that are not in the AVCTL, Haven is 1-1 after losing to 

Smoky Valley, Cheney is 0-2, with losses to Garden Plain and Conway Springs, Wichita Trinity is 

0-2 after Friday night’s loss to Chaparral.   

 

This Friday, the Indians host the Rose Hill Rockets.  The Rockets lost their opener against 

Clearwater 22-18 and got clobbered this past Friday by Wichita Collegiate 36-3. 

 

The new rankings have not been announced yet.  Andale, the leader in most of the 3A rankings 

along with Sabetha, Scott City, and Pratt posted wins.  Fifth Ranked Topeka Hayden lost to cross 

town rival Topeka Seaman 13-0.  The Topeka Capital favors NE Kansas power Sabetha over the 

Indians in their weekly rankings. 

 

The answer to last week's Andale Trivia Question:  Friday night the Indians played in the same 

venue that made history 89 years ago.  Wellington was the first school in Kansas to play football 

under permanent lighting in the fall of 1929.  Previous attempts to play football after dark 

included ringing the field with automobiles and turning on their headlights.  Results were less 

than satisfactory. 

 

This week's Andale Trivia Question:  Although they were both members of the Sedgwick County 

League in the Thirties and Forties, Andale did not play Derby in football in that era.  Why not? 
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