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The Indians finished their regular season unbeaten in eight games and clinched the District 6 

championship with a 35-13 win over Cheney at Cheney Friday night.  The Cardinals came into 

the contest with wins over Haven (1-7) and Wichita Trinity (1-7) in district play, while losing to 

Clearwater 7-21 and Wichita Collegiate 7-28.  The Indians had beaten Collegiate 55-0 and 

Clearwater 55-6, giving Andale fans the anticipation of yet another blowout win. 

 

The way the game started, another blowout seemed in the offing.  The Cardinals, hoping to 

catch the Indians off guard, deferred their choice to the second half, then tried an onside sky 

kick on the opening kickoff.  Andale fielded the ball at the 45 yard line and two plays later 6' 5", 

250 lb. TE-RB Mason Fairchild scored on a 48 yard wingback counter. 

 

It looked like the Indians were going convert yet another one of their patented ground drives 

after a quick Cardinal three and out, but a season first occurred as the 60 yard drive was ground 

to a halt at the 2 yard line by the Cheney defense.  With their backs to the wall the Cardinals 

faced a fourth down and four inside the ten yard line.  An Andale offsides gave the host team 

new life, but the Indians forced a punt when the Cardinals faced another fourth down. 

 

Driving from their own 48, the Indians had a touchdown called back on a penalty, but Ethan 

Baalmann hit Mac Brand on the next play for a 41 yard score to put them up 14-0. 

 

Less than two minutes later, senior Cayden Albers picked off a Cardinal pass and returned it 52 

yards for the Indians' third touchdown and a 21-0 lead. 

 

After picking up a couple of first downs, Cheney turned over the ball on the Andale 38 yard line 

after failing on a fourth down try.  Baalmann immediately went to the air, hitting Sawyer Simon 

for a 53 yard gainer to the Cheney 10.  Simon ran for the goal on the next play and the Indians 

were up 28-0 with 2:49 to play in the half.   

 

After a Cardinal punt rolled dead on the Andale 3 yard line, the Indians, forced to use their 

timeouts, mounted another potential scoring drive. Time expired for the Indians as Sawyer 

Simon's 55 yard pass from Baalmann was stopped 20 yards short of the goal line. 

 

Receiving the second half kickoff, the Cardinals immediately went to their passing game, 

connecting for a 52 yard touchdown to advance the score to 28-7.  

 

The balance of the third quarter was one of frustration for the Indians.  After trading fumble 

recoveries with the Cards, Andale saw a promising drive wiped out by an interception. 

 

Cheney reached the Andale 32 at the beginning of the fourth quarter but stalled out, giving up 

the ball on downs.  The Indians picked up a couple of first downs then sophomore Noah Meyer 

connected with Scotti Easter on a 41 yard halfback pass for a touchdown advancing the score 

35-7. 

 

Cheney, throwing on nearly every play, got the final tally of the game with less than 2 minutes 

left in the game to make the final score Andale 35 Cheney 13. 

 

The Indians rolled up 249 yards rushing with Mason Fairchild running for 82 yards on  

7 carries.  Ethan Baalmann passed for 133 yards, completing 5 of 10 attempts with one 

interception. 

 



Defensively Scotti Easter led all Andale tacklers with 12 stops.  Cayden Winter recovered a 

fumble and Cayden Albers returned his interception for a touchdown.  Caden Parthemer and Mac 

Brand had tackles for losses and Carson Fair had a QB sack. 

 

With the District 6 championship, Andale will open the state playoffs at home Friday night 

against Halstead (5-3).  Two of the Dragons' losses were to Smoky Valley and Pratt, a pair of 

unbeaten teams in the western bracket.  Their other loss was to Hesston (5-3) who also lost to 

Smoky Valley and Pratt.  Chapman accounted for the other Hesston defeat. 

 

Chapman, Hesston, and Halstead finished with 3-2 district records in District 5 play.  In a three 

way tie, the point differentials are used for the tie-breaker.  For each district game, the winner 

is awarded a positive number of points corresponding to the margin of victory with a maximum 

of 21 points per game.  The loser is assessed a corresponding number of negative points, again 

with a maximum of -21 points per game. There is however a caveat in case of an overtime 

game.  The winner of an overtime game is awarded 1 point, while the loser loses a point.  Friday 

before the games, Chapman had 43 points, Halstead had 20 points, and Hesston had 6 points.  

Hesston picked up 21 points with their win over Rock Creek to put them at 27.  Chapman 

dropped 1 point despite their 8 point loss while Halstead moved to 21 points. 

 

The complete brackets for 3A and the other classes can be downloaded from www.kpreps.com. 

 

If the Indians win their opener, they would advance to the next round to play the winner of 

Chapman (6-2) and Clearwater (4-4). 

 

There are four teams in the West half of the 3A bracket still undefeated.  Smoky Valley and Pratt 

are in the top half of the bracket and Andale and Scott City are in the bottom half of the West 

half of the 3A bracket. Sabetha and Galena are unbeaten in the East bracket. 

 

Nine of the sixteen teams that were in the old 3A classification last year and now in the new 3A 

qualified for the playoffs in the new setup.  Competing against smaller schools is no guarantee 

of success.  During the '90s, Andale's enrollment dropped the school to 3A for six years.  Not 

once did the Indians qualify for the state playoffs in that period.  There are no gimmes amongst 

the 16 schools that moved up from the old 3A.  

 

The answer to last week's Andale Trivia Question: Former AHS Principal Paul Temaat was the 

Andale mayor that was the prime mover in getting a city water system for Andale. 

 

This week's Andale Trivia Question: Who was the first Andale wrestler to wrestle in the state 

tournament? 

 

URSA 

 


