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With the announcement of the all-state football teams this week, we will wrap up our 2018 

football coverage.  Every year, the top honor that a Kansas high school football player can 

achieve is to be named to the state's "Top Eleven Football Team", which is selected irrespective 

of school classification or position.  Andale High School was honored this year by the selection of 

Mason Fairchild, son of Tim and Tina Fairchild, to this elite group.  He joins Dawson Downing of 

Bishop Miege, Breece Hall of Wichita Northwest, Hunter Igo of Derby, Travis Theis of Pratt, Tank 

Young of St. Thomas Aquinas, Graham Mertz of Blue Valley North, Joe Michalski of St. Thomas 

Aquinas, Caleb Grill of Maize, Elliot Strahm of Sabetha, and Isaac Keener of Derby.  This year 

the "Top Eleven" was chosen jointly by the Wichita Eagle and the Topeka Capital Journal.  In 

previous years the newspapers selected players independently and, as would be expected, 

exhibited some regional bias.  Given the preponderance of large school players nominated to the 

"Top Eleven" in past years, this year three 6A players were named, four 5A players, one 4A 

player, and three 3A players.  Four of the players named were quarterbacks and only two 

interior linemen were named. 

 

The Indians were also well represented on the Class 3A All-State team in which players were 

selected by position.  Senior Mason Fairchild drew the nod at tight end on the first offensive 

team.  Senior Cooper VenJohn drew first team honors on the offensive line.  Junior Mac Brand, 

who was the AVCTL Div. IV defensive MVP, was named a linebacker on the first team.  Mac 

stepped in for the Indians' Sawyer Simon, who dislocated his collar bone early in the playoffs, to 

top the Indian rushing chart. 

 

The Capital Journal did not list a second team for the classes, but accorded honorable mention 

honors.  Indians named to the HM list were seniors Cory Mohr and Ethan Shackelford at 

offensive line positions.  Senior Ethan Baalmann earned HM at QB.  Junior Scotti Easter was 

named HM at defensive back.  A pair of Andale sophomores, Clayton Winter at defensive 

lineman and Caden Parthemer at linebacker made the list. 

 

The Wichita Eagle also published an all-state team for each class, but no honorable mention. 

Mason Fairchild was chosen for tight end, Cooper VenJohn for offensive line, and Scotti Easter 

was selected as a defensive back for the 3A first team. 

 

The all-metro team, which encompasses the Wichita metro area of Sedgwick, Butler, and 

Sumner counties, named two Andale players to their team.  Mason Fairchild and Scotti Easter 

were the two Indians named to the All-Metro team on defense. 

 

The status of Andale football players being recruited is in flux as nothing is final until signing day 

on Wednesday, December 19. 

 

Basketball season opens tomorrow night at home against the Class 5A Andover Trojans.  In 

their opener last Friday, Andover's boys defeated perennial power McPherson 66-64 in OT.  The 

Lady Trojans fell to the Lady Bullpups 55-44.  Friday the Indians are on the road at 5A Maize 

South.  Last Friday the Mavericks split a pair of games to a highly touted brace of Andover 

Central teams. Andover Central boys downed South 71-62 and the Lady Mavericks held a 27 

point lead late in the game. 

 

The answer to last week's Andale Trivia Question: The Indians were eliminated from the state 

playoffs ten times by teams that went on to win the championship.   Wichita Kapaun-Mt. Carmel 

eliminated the Indians three consecutive years on the way to the title in '74, '75, and '76. 

Norton defeated Andale in '86 on their way to the championship.  Sabetha won the title in '97 

after defeating Andale in the semis.  Defending 2001 champion Wellington saw their undefeated 

string broken by Andale in the 2002 regular season, but the Dukes returned the favor in the first 



round of the playoffs on their way to back-to-back titles.  In 2003 the Indians knocked off 

tournament favorite Marysville, but fell to Holton, the 2003 champ, in the semis.  Topeka 

Hayden defeated Andale in the 2008 semifinals on their title run.  On their way to the 2014 title, 

the Indians defeated Holcomb in the semifinal.  The next year Holcomb reversed the semifinal 

outcome with the Indians and then won the title.  Bishop Miege provided the tenth playoff loss 

to the eventual winner when they downed the Indians in the final in 2017. 

 

This week's Andale Trivia Question: What was unique about Wichita Collegiate's boys’ basketball 

team's starting five that won the 2003 state championship? 
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