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Andale opened the 2018-2019 basketball season with a brace of wins over the Andover Trojans 

on the Indians' home court Tuesday night.  The Lady Indians moved to an early lead, but found 

themselves tied 29 at the end of two frames.  The third quarter saw the Indians slip behind 39-

46.  Maggie Knoblauch's trey started off the fourth quarter and Katelyn Fairchild whittled away 

at the Trojans' margin.  With 22 seconds on the clock, junior sub Jillian Weber launched a three 

that found nothing but net and closed the gap to 2 points.  Senior Macie Eck scored a breakaway 

lay-in on a steal by Katelyn Fairchild with 1.1 seconds left in regulation to send the game into 

overtime with the score tied 59-59.  Jillian Weber, making the most of her substitute role in OT, 

hit another trey that put the Lady Indians up for good and the 64-61 win. 

 

Tuesday night the Andale boys took on a hot Trojan five that had just come off of a two point 

upset win over perennial boys basketball power McPherson.  Andale led at every turn and saw 

one of their own turn out to be the highlight player of the week.  Andale junior Eason Hunter lit 

up the 5A Trojans for 38 points.  After opening the first quarter with three points, Hunter 

became a whirling dervish to the visitors, scoring at will from the perimeter and leaving the floor 

strewn with Trojan intimate apparel when they tried to shut off his outside game. His inside 

moves to the basket and teardrop shots completely bamboozled the Trojans in the 66-50 Indian 

win.  Jack Nilles added 10 points and a team high 7 rebounds.  Ethan Baalmann had six assists. 

 

Friday the Lady Indians took on another tall and talented 5A team in the Maize South Mavericks' 

house.  A career high 14 points by senior Macie Eck could not off set the 23 points rolled in by 

Mav senior Lexi Snodgrass, leading to a 54-35 Maize South win. 

 

The Andale boys got an early preview of what they were contending with when the Mav's 6' 7" 

Kael Kordonowy controlled the opening tip and then took a pass from a teammate for a rim 

rattling slam dunk.  The flush did not intimidate the visiting Indians who trailed 11-13 at the 

first quarter mark.  The teams battled evenly in the second quarter with the Indians closing the 

margin to a single point 31-32.  

 

In the next eight minute period the Indians built a 46-40 lead and then opened the final quarter 

with senior Ethan Baalmann's third trey of the night to push the Andale lead to 49-40.  The 

Maverick guard trio of Johnson, Reid, and Veenis combined for four treys to overtake the 

Indians 59-58 with 53.3 left in the game.  A Mav deuce put the host team up 61-58.  Easton 

Hunter responded with three points the old fashioned way to send the game into overtime. 

 

Hunter's five overtime points would build a 66-63 Andale lead in the extra period, but the Mavs 

Kordonowy, Reid and Johnson would combined for the six final points of the game for the 69-66 

win.  Easton Hunter scored 25 points to lead Indian scorers with Baalmann adding 14.  Junior 

point guard Baron Biermann had team highs in rebounds with eight and assists with six. 

 

Tuesday night the Indians host the Blue Indians of Clearwater.  The Blue Indian boys come into 

the game with a 2-0 mark, beating Labette County 41-35 and Winfield 71-57 while the 

Clearwater girls are winless against both Labette County and Winfield.  Friday, the Indians face 

Wichita Collegiate at home. The Collegiate boys are an uncharacteristic 1-2 thus far this season 

with losses to Parsons and Independence in the Circle Tournament.  Their win was a 64-40 win 

at the expense of Labette County in the Circle Tournament.  The Collegiate girls lost all three of 

their Circle Tournament games to Parsons, Independence, and Labette County. 

 

Senior Mason Fairchild has de-committed his intention to play at South Dakota University and 

has committed to sign at Kansas University with new head coach Les Miles who won the National 

championship at Louisiana State University.  Mason is one of two Kansas high school seniors 



that have committed to the Jayhawks.  KU has made a big bet that Miles can change the 

Jayhawk football program in the way Bill Snyder built Kansas State into a national power. 

 

I was deeply disappointed to pick up the latest edition of the VYPE magazine.  It is apparent, 

with lead pipe certainty, that the VYPE editorial staff-pundits have no respect for Kansas high 

school football programs unless the A has a 4, 5, or 6 in front of it.   

 

The Chiefs may not win the Super Bowl, but one thing is quite evident from Sunday's game 

against the Baltimore Ravens.  They would be a shoo-in for an Oscar for the best dramatic 

performance in the next Academy Awards ceremony. 

 

The answer to last week's Andale Trivia Question:  The five starters on the 1993 Wichita 

Collegiate team were all freshmen.  The team, led by the legendary DeAngelo Evans, defeated 

Beloit in the finals. 

 

This week's Andale Trivia Question: Who was the former NBA all-star who played high school 

basketball against the Indians? 

 

URSA 


