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Dear Students,   Welcome to PreAP Ninth Grade English! I am looking forward to working with 
you this school year. Please read the following policies and procedures carefully so that we will 
have the best possible year together.

Classroom Expectations

Social Expectations:

 I will be respectful to my teacher and peers.
 I will use language that is appropriate for the classroom.
 I will pick up after myself.
 I will come to class on time and be in my seat before class begins.
 I will sit quietly while teacher and peers are presenting important information.
 I will raise my hand before providing commentary or asking questions during class 

discussions.
 I will refrain from using electronic devices during class time.
 I will request permission before leaving the classroom for any reason and will acquire the 

necessary documentation or emergency pass before returning to class.

Academic Expectations:

 Once I walk into the classroom, I will have a seat and will promptly begin working on my 
“Weekly Portfolio,” which includes: bell work and the day’s goal(s) and objective(s).

 I will be attentive throughout classroom discussions and activities.
 I will come to class prepared with the necessary classroom materials: writing utensils, 

notebook paper, and classroom texts.
 I will ask for clarification if I am confused about something.
 I will be responsible for acquiring any make up work or notes in the event with which I 

am absent and will submit that work in a timely manner.
 I will participate in classroom discussions and group activities.
 I will complete class work that is assigned in a timely manner.
 I will be responsible for keeping my work for the class organized in a binder, notebook, or 

classroom folder.
 I will prepare for tests ahead of time by taking notes and completing any classroom 

assignments.
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 I will do my best on any class assessments including: unit tests, NWEA, SRI, and 
ACTAspire. 

CONTENT: WHAT WILL WE COVER?
1. In this class you will study the elements and characteristics of literature in all genres: 
fiction, nonfiction, drama, and poetry. 
 2. You will practice and polish effective composition and written communication skills 
including timed writings as well as narrative, descriptive, persuasive, and expository forms 
of writing, with an emphasis on literary analysis. You will write, revise, and refine your 
thoughts, ideas, and knowledge for a variety of audiences and purposes. 
 3. Through the study of grammar and usage, you will learn how to edit common errors 
in both written and oral communication. 
4. Speaking and listening skills are practiced throughout the course in activities such as 
class discussions, collaborative group assignments, role playing, and debate. 

GRADES: HOW WILL I BE GRADED?
1.  Graded assignments are scored according to the Malvern School District standard 
grading rules of: 10090=A; 8980=B; 7970=C; 690=F  
2.  I grade on a total points system that includes grades for various projects, quizzes, 
exams, etc. Each assignment is given a total points value appropriate for the length and 
difficulty of the assignment. 
 3.  You will be provided with grading rubrics or standards for composition assignments 
and projects, so you know what I am looking for to earn an exemplary grade. 
 4.  Late Work Policy: Please refer to the school handbook for specific details on our late 
work policy.  For essays and projects, students will be made aware of the due dates well in 
advance; therefore, submitting those particular types of assignments in late will be 
deemed unexcused, and 20% of the total number of points with which the project/essay 
is worth shall be deducted each day that they assignment is late.  
5. Cheating or plagiarism, of any kind, is NOT acceptable. The taking of ideas from 
other persons without giving them credit will result in a grade of (0) zero, a discipline 
referral, and parental notification.

MAKEUP WORK: WHAT DO I DO IF I AM ABSENT?
In this class, everyone is responsible for pulling his or her own weight. You alone are 
responsible for getting the information and assignments you need when you are absent – 
not me, not your parents, not your classmates. These are the steps you should take if you 
miss any part of this class:  
1. Do not ask me if we did anything important while you were gone. Everything we do in 
this class is important so the answer is and will always be a resounding “YES”! If you 
were absent, you missed something important. 
2. When appropriate, check with a peer or check on Google Classroom. 
3. Make sure you check with me about completing makeup work. You must approach 
me about obtaining and completing any work you have missed. I will not hunt you down 
or remind you of your responsibilities.  



This syllabus is an approximation of the topics studied during the course of this year. The 
following document is subject to change at the teachers’s discretion. Texts needed for the 
course are also included. All assignments and lessons will be aligned with the ninth grade 
Common Core English Language Arts Standards.

Unit Title Genre(s) Addressed Concepts & 
Compositing Focus

Content

What does it mean 
to “come of age”?

Fiction: short 
stories, vignettes, 
and poetry
Nonfiction: 
Informational texts

Literary genres; 
Analysis and 
interpretation; 
Close reading skills; 
voice, diction, 
syntax, tone, and 
imagery; timed 
writing; theme; 
coming of age; text 
structure; writing 
an interview 
narrative

Novel/Novella
The Pigman  by 
Paul Zindel(summer 
work assignment)
The House on 
Mango Street by 
Sandra Cisneros
Poetry
Various poems will 
be studied to 
practice close 
reading strategies 
and literary 
analysis.
Informational Texts
The various texts 
will provide context 
for the novella we 
will be reading.

What makes a 
great leader?

Fiction: play
Nonfiction: 
Informational texts

Character analysis; 
theme analysis; plot 
analysis and 
interpretation

Drama
12 Angry Men by 
Reginald Rose

The Effects of Our 
Choices

Fiction: play
Nonfiction: 
Informational texts
Film: “Shakespeare 
in Our Time

Dramatic elements; 
figurative language; 
inverted syntax; 
literary analysis and 
interpretation; 
character analysis; 
persuasive essay

Drama
Romeo and Juliet 
by William 
Shakespeare
Informational Texts
Several articles that 
relate to the themes 
covered in the play 
will be examined.

Coming of Age 
Amidst 
Controversy

Fiction: novel
Nonfiction: 
informational texts; 
Film: To Kill a 

Character analysis; 
theme analysis; plot 
analysis and 
interpretation; 

Novel
To Kill a 
Mockingbird by 
Harper Lee



Mockingbird; 
documentary

historical analysis; 
argumentative 
essay; informational 
presentation

Informational Texts
Articles that relate 
to the social, 
historical, cultural, 
and geographical 
context of the novel 
will be studied


