
 
 

UPDATE ON GRADUATION AND SENIOR EVENTS 
 
On Saturday, April 25th, after each district had been encouraged over the course of the month 
to develop a plan for senior celebrations and graduation, Governor Hutchinson and the 
Arkansas Department of Education (ADE) made major changes and new recommendations to 
districts. Upon review of this new information, we will no longer be able to have our parade and 
drive thru graduation as planned for May 22nd. After careful consideration of the new 
requirements by the ADE for May graduations, it would not be possible to provide the class of 
2020 with the graduation experience we had intended. The changes announced mandate a 
much more virtual type ceremony with restrictions and far less interaction. We do not believe 
that this would be in the best interest of our Seniors. Therefore, we have the following changes 
and updates to recognize the class of 2020: 
 
1 Friday, May 22nd at 7PM – We will air a virtual senior awards ceremony (which some 
districts are using as their only graduation event) on our social media pages to acknowledge 
and celebrate the accomplishments of our Seniors.  We will also debut the Senior video for the 
first time following the Senior awards presentation. This ceremony will be completely virtual to 
comply with the current ADE requirements for May activities. 
 
2 Saturday, July 18th – We will plan to have a graduation ceremony for our 2020 Seniors, 
complete with a detailed graduation program as a keepsake.  We hope to have as close to a 
traditional graduation ceremony as possible on this date within the social distancing parameters 
that are in place at that time.  We promise to continue to be creative and provide the best 
experience for our Seniors.  Additional details and specifics will be announced as we get closer 
to the July 18th ceremony, but we wanted to go ahead and provide the Seniors with a date to 
reserve on their calendar.  
 
Again, these updates and changes are necessary due to the governor’s directives made on 
Saturday, April 25th.  Given the new requirements and after evaluating our initial plans, we 
believe these events give our seniors two different types of recognition:  a virtual awards 
ceremony and a traditional type graduation pending the governmental parameters and 
allowances on July 18th.  We understand this is not the typical MHS Senior experience, but we 
are all working hard to celebrate our 2020 Seniors in the best way possible. We will do 
everything in our power to give the Seniors the proper sendoff they have earned and deserve.  
 
Thank you for your patience and understanding during this difficult time. We appreciate your 
support of the district and our seniors. 
 
It’s always a great day to be a Leopard! 


