
July 3, 2020 

Dear Seniors and Family, 

We are happy to announce that the AR Department of Elementary and Secondary 

Education (DESE) has approved our graduation plan and we can move forward with the 

graduation of Malvern High School Class of 2020.  

This letter is to inform you about the procedures that are in place for the July 18th 

Graduation Ceremony for the Class of 2020. All procedures in place MUST be followed in order 

to comply with the guidelines set forth by Governor Hutchinson and the Arkansas Department of 

Health. Please read this very carefully as you and your family in attendance will be 

expected to follow these guidelines. 

On Monday July 13, from 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. the graduate or one family member 

can come to the Leopard Center Ticket Booth to pick up their graduation envelope. Please 

maintain a six foot distance at all times when in line to pick up envelopes. This envelope will 

include the graduate’s cords, stolls, medallions, tickets and other vital information needed on 

the 18th. Only items that are in this packet are allowed to be worn by the graduate on 

the 18th.  

In order to adhere to the capacity guidelines, each senior will receive 6 tickets for their 

household that state their seating placement in the Leopard Center as well as which of the three 

entrances to be used for the household. The student will need to declare at the time of pick-up 

any members of their graduation party that will need handicap seating. Ticket holders MUST 

bring their ticket with them to graduation. Every other row and some seating will be blocked 

to maintain six feet for physical distancing. The three lines for entrance and exit will be clearly 

marked and monitored for six feet of separation - each entry will have hand sanitizer. 

All spectators and graduates (except for children under 10 years of age) will be required 

to wear face coverings/masks.  There will be hand sanitizing stations at three points of entry/exit, 

and at the entry of the graduation processional. Lines for entrance and exit on the stage will be 

clearly marked. Ushers will assist in seating the spectators in their assigned seating. 

Graduates will come to the Safe Room @ 6:15 p.m. with their Cap and Gown (tassel 

on the right) and mask on.  The graduates will be housed alphabetically in the four AE 

classrooms that are beside the Leopard Center until it is time for them to enter the arena. 

Graduates must go promptly to their assigned room and remain there until the procession 

begins. While there and once the processional begins, the graduates will maintain six feet 

between their peers and the adult staff guiding them. Each classroom will have an adult staff 

member monitor.  

 
Per the requirements in the document from the DESE - administration will follow 

physical distancing of six feet with delivery of the diploma and pictures. We will have 

teachers/staff/officers in the parking lot and at stations to assist with physical distancing.  Ushers 

will assist in seating the spectators in their assigned seating. Attendance helpers will be seated 

(following social distancing guidelines) near the entrance/exit foyers when the program begins, 

and remain there until time for the departure.  



 
No one will be allowed to enter the Leopard Center after 7:00 p.m. The doors will be 

locked. Once the Ceremony is concluded, graduates will follow the procession out of the 

building and spectators will then leave the center from the same doors that they entered through 

while staying 6 feet from other household groups.  
We hope that you understand that in order to celebrate the Graduates of the Class of 2020 with a 

traditional graduation ceremony, we have to be diligent and follow what is required for the safety 

of the students, staff, visitors, and community.  
 

 
So happy we are getting to have a traditional graduation! 

 

See you on July 13th, and again on July 18th! 

Jennifer Shnaekel, Principal 

 


