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It is hard to believe the end of first semester has come for the 2016-17 school year. The district would like to wish 
everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! We look forward to having the students back on campus Tuesday, 
January 10th, 2017. Please have a safe and restful break! 

 
As we end the first semester and approach the new year, the district would like to congratulate the December “Students of 
the Month”. These students were recognized at our monthly board meeting. Each student received a certificate of 
appreciation, a $25 gift card to WalMart, and a Malvern Leopard gift bag (sponsored by the Malvern Leopard Foundation). 
Congratulations to the following recognized students! 

 
Kindergarten – Vance Massey  1st Grade – Crista Owens  2nd Grade – Kaylee-Ann Straw 
3rd Grade – Benjamin Looper  4th Grade – Layla Williams  5th Grade – Nakiyah Stuckey 
6th Grade – Evan Myers   7th Grade – Barrett Henderson  8th Grade – Demari Johnson 
9th Grade – Jaygon Ames   10th Grade – Tamara Lea   11th Grade – Cherish Hawkins 
12th Grade – Damian Blaschke  

 
I would like to thank our choral directors Heather Sanders, Brittany Kennedy, and Kelley Loveday, as well as our band 
director Ken Williams and Angela Goff, for the concerts their students performed during the weeks leading up to 
Christmas. The students worked hard and each performance was outstanding! I want to thank the parents who were able to 
attend the concerts and other events. Your attendance, assistance, or involvement is always greatly appreciated. Again, 
congratulations to these students and their directors! 

 
The demolition of the large portion of the old MJHS campus should begin within the next few weeks. We are still cutting 
off utility lines and obtaining proper permits for the process to begin. Thank you for your patience with this project.  

 
Last and more on a personal note, I would say that during my 43 years as a resident here in Malvern, I have always found 
this community to be strongly united and a tightly knit society. I found my education with the Malvern School District to 
be one of EXCELLENCE with awesome opportunities inside and outside the classroom. In reflection, I now find that I 
have established strong relationships with all types people, and in some cases relationships developed naturally without me 
even realizing it. To say the least, my educational experience with the Malvern School District was wonderful! My years 
employed with district have been wonderful, and I know that will continue. I will always be grateful to be superintendent of 
this district, and I am pleased my children have had the same opportunities and experiences if not better as they continue 
toward their graduation.  

 
We teach our students to be PASSIONATE about learning, to be PROUD of their background, to be PROUD of who 
they are, to be PROUD to be a Malvern Leopard, and to always strive for EXCELLENCE in all he/she does. Each 
student is taught that EXCELLENCE is willingness to take on a difficult road, and to realize we actually learn more when 
we fail. As we teach our students about EXCELLENCE, there is another piece to mention. Adversity will strike at any 
point in your life, and there could be several sessions of adversity during a given time period. When adversity strikes, it is 
not the adversity that makes or breaks you. It is your reaction, your behavior, and how you handle the adversity that 
matters. That is what defines a person, and we teach our students to NEVER let one person or anything take or break that 



philosophy. After being in this community over 43 years now and knowing a vast number of its people, I know that “WE” 
have the same goals, direction, and desires for our children, and with that in mind, we should be advocates for our children 
on a daily basis! Just to be clear, please know that these are the views of the MALVERN SCHOOL DISTRICT! 

 
Brian Golden, Superintendent 
Malvern School District  

 


