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The Talon
Serving Our Community, Parents, Students and Staff

Working together...Lifting up…Creating hope…one Student at a time.

Seagraves Independent 
School District Stakehold-
ers,

     On behalf of the elected 
Board of Trustees and the 
outstanding staff of Sea-
graves ISD, I welcome you 
to a new school year. As 
superintendent I am hon-
ored to serve along with 
the board and bring about 
the best education possible 
for the students we serve. 
Seagraves ISD has a rich 
tradition of student success 
and we look forward to 
building on this foundation 
as we are committed to 
preparing our students for 
their future by providing 
educational opportunities 
in and out of the class-
rooms.  
     The state of the art 
learning facility, home 
to our PK-2nd graders, is 
full of energetic students 
and staff who are build-
ing a better foundation for 
learning than ever before. 
We are excited to have 
the learning spaces blend-
ing technology on iPads 
and electronic devices 
with rich personal inter-
actions with experienced 
community members. 
Seagraves Elementary 
also serves 3rd-5th grad-
ers with a wonderful staff 
implementing our new 
one-to-one Chromebook 
collaborative experiences. 
The 3rd-5th staff will 
develop skills and pro-
vide learning experiences 
that set these students 
up for success on state 
assessments and more 
importantly for secondary 
school learning success 
in the future. Our 6th-8th 
graders in the junior high 
are back at it with some 
familiar faces on a great 
staff designing numerous 
opportunities as we con-
tinue to prepare students 
for high school and offer 
a number of extracur-
ricular opportunities for 
students to explore. Many 
of the classic athletic and 
music programs continue 
to thrive while we are also 
setting students up for 
high school success with 
CTE offerings and foreign 

language courses accord-
ing to individual student 
graduation plans. The 9th-
12th graders are restocked 
with a great a staff under 
new leadership with over 
150 of the best young men 
and ladies you will meet. 
They are able to follow 
tracks in high school that 
will take them to the col-
leges and careers of their 
choosing. Seagraves ISD is 
proud to provide a no-cost 
connected environment 
where every student has 
a Chromebook and the 
ability to complete mul-
tiple years of college credit 
with on-site professors and 
distance learning opportu-
nities through South Plains 
College. High school 
students are also able to 
pursue certifications and 
sharpen technical skills 
that will allow them to 
access the workforce with 
a solid foundation upon 
graduation. Extracur-
ricular offerings continue 
to include athletics, band, 
FFA, and other leadership 
cultivating activities. It is 
a great year to be a Sea-
graves Eagle in Seagraves 
Schools! 
     As parents and com-
munity members you are 
critical partners in the 
education of Seagraves 
ISD students. We appreci-
ate the trust that parents 
have placed in our team 
and we accept the re-
sponsibility of ensuring 
that all students receive a 
high-quality, well-rounded 
education inside our class-
rooms and beyond. We are 
very proud of our past and 
look forward to an exciting 
future of continuous im-
provement. I look forward 
to a great year and am 
excited to work with this 
community and the team 
at Seagraves Independent 
School District!

Sincerely,

Mr. Joshua Goen

Goen Above 
and Beyond

at Seagraves 
Schools

Seagraves Schools Welcomes  
New Teachers

By Caleb Martinez

     Seagraves ISD is proud 
to welcome 12 new mem-
bers to the staff. Here, at 
Talon Newspaper, we want 
you to get to know the 
new faces here at Sea-
graves.

     Leigh Hobbs is the new 
PPCD, Preschool Program 
for Children with Dis-
abilities Teacher at the 
Elementary. 
     Hobbs is not mar-
ried and has no kids, but 
has nieces and nephews 
that she loves dearly. She 
also has a Boston Terrier 

named Scout. 
     Hobbs has a bachelor’s 
degree in Recreation and 
Leisure Services, and is 
a Therapeutic Recreation 
specialist.  
     Hobbs has worked the 
last 19 years as a Recre-
ational Therapist at Cov-
enant Health in Lubbock 
Texas.  
     She decided to change 
professions and a friend 
recommended she join 
Seagraves ISD. 
      “I really enjoy the love 
and support everyone has 

shown me.” Hobbs said. 
     One interesting thing 
that Hobbs would like to 
share is her love of camp-
ing and cooking. 
     Hobbs looks forward to 
coming to Seagraves and 
spending the day influenc-
ing young lives.  

     Kindergarten teacher 
Sarah Phillips is also new 
to Seagraves ISD. 
     Phillips comes to Sea-
graves Elementary from 
Lockney, Texas. She is 
married and has a 2-year-
old rescue dog named 
Bonnie and a 5-year-old 
cat named Milkbone. 

     She graduated from the 
University of North Texas 
with degrees in Journal-
ism and English Litera-
ture. 
     She decided to come 
to Seagraves for one main 
purpose, family.  
     “I moved to Segraves 
to be closer to my hus-
band’s family in Brown-
field,” Phillips said. 
“When the Lord presented 
the opportunity to work in 
a great environment with 
great people, I took it.” 
      Phillips loves the pas-

sion Seagraves ISD has for 
giving a good education in 
our community.  
     “I feel very blessed to 
be a part of the school and 
recently part of the Sea-
graves community,” she 
said. “God has provided 
me with a wonderful op-
portunity to work with 
great people in a great 
school.” 

Also new at Seagraves 
Elementary is 2nd Grade 
teacher Elizabeth Bohan-
non.  
     Bohannon is married 
to wonderful and lov-
ing husband. She got her 

education from 
Texas Tech Univer-
sity and has been a 
substitute teacher 
since then. 
     Bohannon re-
ally loves the small 
community and 
loves how kind all 
her fellow employ-
ees are too her. 
     One interesting 
fact about Bohan-
non is that she has 
many animals. 
      Bohannon is 
very excited for this 
experience and is 
hands-on and ready 
to learn.   

     J’Anna LeClair is a 
new 4th grade teacher. 
     LeClair is married to 
a loving husband and has 
a 15-year-old son, Kaleb 
LeClair.  
     She has a Bachelor’s 
in Education from Texas 
Tech University and has 
been working for New 
Home ISD as a Pre-K 
teacher for the past 3 
years. 
     LeClair grew up in 
Seagraves and has seen 
the school grown in 
tremendous ways. She is 

excited to join a school 
that was able to teach her 
to be a great teacher.  
     One unique thing she 
would like to share is that 
she loves to listen to Clas-
sical Music to ease her 
mind. 

    The new Pre-K through 
2nd grade principal is 
Rusti Blount. 
    Blount has been mar-
ried to Thomas Blount 
for 17 years and has four 
children: Dalton, Wyatt, 
Truett, and Reese. 
     A very proud thing that 
Blount has accomplished 
is that she served in the 
United States Air Force 
for 23 years.  
     After serving, she and 
her family have started the 
transition out of military 
life and in to civilian life 
so they can grow as a 
family. Blount’s husband 
is still in the Air Force 
and stationed at Dyess Air 
Force Base in Abilene.   
    She picked Seagraves to 
be her new home because 
“Seagraves is a great place 
to raise a family” Blount 
asid.  
     Blount is a Doctoral 
Candidate from Concordia 
University in Portland. 
She also has a Master’s 
of Education in Special 
Education from Wayland 
Baptist University.  
     Blount loves Seagraves 
Elementary, the staff, and 
the students.  
     “Seagraves Elementary 
is a beautiful building 
with unique instructional 
areas. It feels exciting 
when you are in the build-
ing,” Blount said.”The 
staff is friendly and wel-
coming, as well as being 
passionate about teaching 
and loving on the stu-
dents.”  
     One interesting fact 
about Mrs.Blount is that 
she has traveled around 
the world. 
     “Our family’s favorite 
place we have traveled to 
is South Korea” Blount 
said.

     Along with all the new 
staff at elementary junior 
high and high school also 
have new faces in the 
building.

     Marsha Dossey is re-
turning to Seagraves ISD 
to teach 7th grade ELAR. 

TEACHERS continued on Pg 3 
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Chapters 

By Toni Polyak, 
Gaines County Library - Seagraves Branch 

Chapter 1: Happiness Is…1) 
Waking up each day and 
being glad you are here! 2) 
Finding the perfect book to 
read!  3) Buying new clothes 
to wear to school, or work 
4) Finding the perfect book 
to read! 5) Belly Laughs 6) 
Finding the perfect book to 
read! 7) Friday night football 
games 8) Finding the perfect 
book to read! 9) The smells 
of autumn 10) Once more- 
finding the perfect book to 
read!  Most of the above 
things are easy, but if you are 
having trouble finding just 
that right book to read, come 
by and visit us at the  Sea-
graves Branch Library! We 
will be glad to help!

Chapter 2: Accelerated 
Readers…The Seagraves 
Library has books which 
readers can check out and 
take AR tests at school.  We 
have an APP on the library 
website and can help look up  
the information concerning 
book level and points.  
Teachers, please let us help 
you with your student’s 
needs! 

Chapter 3: Two Scoops or 
Three…Sept 22nd is the 
anniversary of the Ice Cream 
Cone. Invented in 1903 by 
Italo Marchiony, an Italian 
emigrant, this tasty delicacy 
was first made out of paper. 

Chapter 4: Radiant and 
Golden…September 23 is 
the first day of autumn. 
Everywhere on Earth (except 
near the poles) the sun rises 
due east and sets due west 
and daylight length is nearly 
identical – about 12 hours, 8 
minutes. 

Chapter 5: Happy Birth 
Anniversary!...Shel 
Silverstein was born Sept 
25, 1930. Silverstein was a 
cartoonist and children’s 
author, best remembered 
for his poetry that included 
A Light in the Attic and The 
Giving Tree. Born at Chicago, 
IL, Silverstein died at Key 
West, FL, May 9, 1999. His 
wit and humor lives on in his 
books!

Chapter 6: READ…Before We 
Were Yours by Lisa Wingate. 
Based on one of America’s 
most notorious real-life 
scandals – in which Georgia 
Tann, director of a Memphis-
based adoption organization, 
kidnapped and sold poor 
children to wealthy families 
all over the country – Lisa 
Wingate’s riveting, wrenching 
and ultimately uplifting tale 
reminds us how, even though 
the paths we take can lead to 
many places, the heart never 
forgets where we belong. 

Chapter 7: “Autumn is spring 
time in reverse” ~ Terry 
Guillemets

Student Spotlight

By Caleb Martinez

     In this edition of Talon 
Newspaper, we focus on 
Junior Sara Maddox for 
our student spotlight.      
Sara was born in Conroe, 
Texas, about an hour from 
Houston. She is is origi-
nally from Houston Texas 
but has lived in Seagraves 
for 4 years. 

     Her parents are Chris 
and Charla Harper and 
she has two sisters, junior 
Cami Harper and SHS 
alumni Chelsie Harper. 

     Sara has a myriad of 

activities she partici-
pates in: Future Farm-
ers of America, Band, 
Future Teachers of 
America, One Act Play, 
Athletics, and Fellow-
ship of Christian Ath-
letes. 

     Sara’s favorite 
school activity is Band. 
She is the head drum 
major for 2017-2018 
Pride of the Plains 
Marching Ban. 

     “I love how music 
brings people together. 
Our band is a big family” 
Sara said. “No matter how 
bad of a day I’m having, 
I know I can leave all my 
troubles at the door of 
the band hall.”

     Her favorite things 
about Seagraves is that 
when there is a tragedy, 
the community comes to-
gether to help the family/
person.

     Sara’s favorite teacher 

is Mrs. Vuicich. 

     “I love history and 
learning about the history 
of our world and different 
cultures” Sara said.

     Her favorite bible verse 
is Romans 12:2 which says 
“Do not be conformed to 
this world, but be trans-
formed by the renewal of 
your mind, that by testing 
you may discern what is 
the will of God, what is 
good and acceptable and 
perfect.”

     In her free time, Sara 
likes to work with her 
animals, spend time in the 
Word of God, and spend  
time with family and 
friends.

     Sara was nominated for 
student spotlight by band 
director George Rangel.

     Rangel picked Sara be-
cause he saw that she has 
a friendly disposition and 
a servant’s heart. 

     “She embodies the 
best qualities that Sea-
graves High School has to 
offer.” Rangel said.

     After high school, Sara 
plans to attend West 
Texas A&M University or 
Ohio State University to 
become a psychiatrist and 
a registered nurse.

     When she graduates 
from Seagraves High 
School, in a couple of 
years, she wants to take 
all her relationships made 
with friends and fellow 
students with her wher-
ever she goes.

     One positive thing Sara 
wants to leaves behind for 
Seagraves High School is 
that when we have a bad 
day we always need to 
stay positive .

     “I want people to 
remember that no matter 
what your circumstances 
are, remain positive!” Sara 
said.

Sara Maddox
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By Mia Duran   

      Seagraves High 
School cheer squad is on 
fire. Eight high school 
cheerleaders qualified 
for UCA All-American 
Cheerleader.  
     The UCA (Universal 
Cheerleading Association)  
All-American is one of the 
most high ranking awards 
an individual cheerleader 
can be awarded with. This 
summer, during camp, the 
High School cheerleaders 
tried out for All-Amer-
ican, not knowing that 
eight of them were going 
to make it. 
   Dedication and hard 
work will help you accom-
plish everything you set 
your mind to. 
   “It took plenty of hard 
work, from having to 
learn so much in such 

little time to being the 
flyer in our stunt group, 
to just being sore and 
exhausted by the end of 
the week,” senior Emagail 
Jacuinde said.  
   Cheering can also come 
with discouragement at 
times and some of the 
squad was scared to try 
out for All-American. 
   “Do what scares you, 
it’ll only make you stron-
ger. Keep moving for-
ward and you’ll be able 
to accomplish anything.̈  
freshman cheerleader, 
Lexi Garza, said. 
   Cheerleading can be 
something to do just for 
fun, but senior Froilan 
Beltran has plans to pur-
sue his cheering career 
with UCA.  
   ¨I am planning on trying 
out for staffman through 

UCA in December this 
year,” Beltran said. “I will 
also try out for cheer-
leading at Tarleton State 
University and West Texas 
A&M.̈   
      UCA holds a trip for 
all who make the team, 
and raises the money the 
trip requires, this year 
they will be traveling to 
London. The cheerleaders 
have chosen not to partici-
pate in the trip but there 
are still plenty of things to 
enjoy about being an All-
American cheerleader. 
  ¨Getting to share the 
experience of becoming 
an All-American with my 
fellow squad was by far 
my favorite part. Some 
us didn’t even want to try 
out, little did we know 
[everyone who tried out] 
would make the team¨ 

Jacuinde said.  
   Jacuinde shares the title 
of All-American with her 
teammates Lexi Garza, 
Alexis James, Caleb Mar-
tinez, Karisa Minjarez, 
Yvonne Porras, Samantha 
Rodriguez, and Froilan 
Beltran. 
   “Being a freshman and 
making the All-American 
team my first year was a 
huge accomplishment, I’m 
glad I tried¨ Garza said. 
   Making the UCA All-
American Squad was a 
huge goal the Seagraves 
High School cheer squad 
met. It was an amazing 
chance the cheerleading 
team had, and they were 
all glad to have made the 
All-American team.  
  ¨Im beyond blessed to be 
an All- American¨ Beltran 
said.   

Seagraves Cheerleaders Earn All-American

TEACHERS continued from Pg 1 

     She was married to 
Ronney Dossey for 30 
years, but sadly he passed 
away on August 4, 2017. 
     She has 2 chiweenie 
dogs, JoJo and Jake, that 
keep her busy when she 
gets home.  
     Dossey graduated 
from the University of 
the Southwest and Texas 
Tech. She taught at Sea-
graves from 1981 - 2010. 
Now she is a ½ a day 
teacher.  
     “I was actually born in 
Seagraves when the Se-
nior Citizens’ Center was 
a hospital.” Dossey said. 
“Sonny Willingham (the 
superintendent at the time) 
called my mother when 
i got my teaching degree 
and the rest is history.” 
     Dossey really loves 
Seagraves. She loves the 
changes that have hap-
pened and she is excited to 
see what is coming next.

 Jordana Minjarez 
is a new 8th grade Social 
Studies and girl’s coach. 
     She is married to 
Coach Armando Minjar-
ez. She has 2 step-daugh-
ters, Karisa and KK Min-
jarez, and a 21-month-old 
daughter, Zadee Minjarez, 
that keep her on her toes. 
     Minjarez received her 
Bachelor’s Degree from 
Angelo State University. 
She taught in Friona ISD 
for 1 year, Kermit for 4 
years, and Denver City for 
1 year.  
     Minjarez loves the 
great community and 
school.  
     “I was raised here, and 
it is home to me,” she said. 

     She loves the Junior 
High. Her co-workers 
have been very helpful to 
her and the students have 
a very good attitude.   

     One interesting thing 
about Minjarez is that she 
was a member of our State 
Champion Lady Basket-
ball team in 2005.

    New to the high school 
is English 1 and English 4 
teacher Jennifer Cox. 
     She is married to 
Steve Cox and they have 
2 daughters, 1 son-in-law, 
and 1 grandson.  
     She has Bachelor of 
Applied Science degree in 
History and English and 
has her K-12 Education 
Certification.  
     Cox has taught in a 
myriad of places such as 
Hobbs, Carlsbad, Pecos, 
Seminole, and Loop. 
     She chose to come to 
Seagraves because she 
heard great things about 
the school, students, and 
staff. 
     “The people are so 
friendly and helpful, and 
the size is just right,” Cox 
said.   
     One unique thing Cox 
would like to share with 
Talon News is that she 
and her grandson share a 
birthday.    

     Also new to the high 
school is English 2, Hon-
ors English 2, and Dual 
Credit English 4 teacher, 
Melanie Ragland. 
    She is married to 
Coach Jay Ragland, and 
has 2 children, Maison 
and Mackenzy. 
    Melanie has a Bachelor 
of Science in Multidis-
ciplinary Studies and a 
Master of Education in 
Instructional Technology. 
     She has taught at the 
following places: Lock-
ney, Perryton, Crosby-
ton, Hawley, Pecos, and 
Nimitz. 
     Melanie Ragland 
came to Seagraves for 

an opportunity to help 
students grow more in lit-
erature.She hopes to build 
a love of reading while 
helping them improve 
their writing skills. 
     One interesting fact 
about Mrs.Ragland is 
that she has taught every 
grade level from primary 
through high school. 

 Coach Jay Ragland 
is also new to Seagraves 
High School. He teaches 
11th grade World History 
and 12th grade Economics 
and Government.  
     Jay is married to 
Melanie Ragland and has 
2 children, Maison and 
Mackenzy.  
     He has a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Political Sci-
ence and a Master’s De-
gree in Education Admin-
istration. 
     Coach Ragland loves 
the community and school 
district here at Seagraves. 
     “We are all a team and 
work to do what’s best for 
our students.” Ragland 
said.

      Another teacher 
returning to the district is 
Rosilyn Sellers.  
     Rosilyn teaches Inte-
rior Design, Principles 
of Human Services and 

Introduction to Culinary.  
     She is married to 
Daylan Sellers and has 2 
daughters, Kensey and 
Tiffany. 
     She attended Lubbock 
Christian University and 
earned a Bachelors of 
Science degree in Home 
Economics and attended 
the College of the South-
west where she earned 
an English and History 
degrees.  
     She chose Seagraves 
because it is home to her. 
Seagraves was the first 
town she worked in and a 
place where she has made 
a lot many memories.  
     “The staff is extremely 
welcoming and helpful,” 
she said.

      One interesting fact is 
that Rosilyn, her husband, 
her daughters and her son-
in-law have all worked at 
Seagraves ISD.

     High School principal 
Daylan Sellers is also new 
to Seagraves ISD, but not 
an unfamiliar face.  
     He is married to 
Rosilyn Sellers and has 
2 daughters, Kensey and 
Tiffany. 
     He has a Bachelor of 
Science degree from Way-
land and a Master’s degree 

from University of Texas 
of the Permian Basin. 
He has been in Seminole 
for the past 17 years as a 
coach, teacher, and most 
recently the middle school 
principal. 
     “I came to Seagraves 
because an opportunity 
arose and it’s always felt 
like home to me,” he said. 
     Daylan likes every-
thing about the high 
school campus here at 
Seagraves. The students 
and staff have now be-
come part of his family.  
     One unique thing he 
would like to share is that 
for 57 years he has lived 
within 1 block from the 
Seagraves High School 
Campus.  
      He is very excited to 
be joining Seagraves ISd 
and challenges everyone 
to show their inner Eagle 
and support everything 
that Seagraves ISD has to 
offer.  
     “This is more than a 
job,” he said.”I get to be a 
part of something I love.”         

     Talon News would like 
to welcome all the new 
staff members and wish 
them the best of luck in 
the new school year.
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Obituaries

SEAGRAVES……. Funeral 
services for Tommy Joe 
Billings, 84, will be con-
ducted Friday, September 
29, 2017 at 10:00 A.M. in 
the First Baptist Church 
with David Henning offi-
ciating. Interment will fol-
low in the Gaines County 
Cemetery in Seagraves 
with services under the 
direction of Ratliff Funeral 
Home of Seagraves. He 
passed away Monday, 
September 25th in Lub-
bock.

Tommy was born March 
29, 1933 in Lynn County, 
Texas to Earl and Ruby 
Moore Billings. Tommy 
and Joan Scott were mar-
ried February 28, 1954 
in Tahoka, Texas. He was 
a member of the First 

United Methodist Church, 
a farmer, and a former 
Lions Club member. He 
was preceded in death by 
a brother Alton Billings 
and a grandson Jeremy 
Quisenberry.

Tommy is survived by 
his wife Joan Billings of 
Seagraves; two sons Lee 
Billings and his wife Pam 
and Danny Billings all of 
Seagraves; a daughter Jan 
Henning and her hus-
band David of Seminole; 
a brother Walt Billings 
and his wife Norma of 
Seagraves; a sister-in-law 
Sue Billings of Seagraves;  
along with five grandchil-
dren T.J. Parks and hus-
band Gary, Brad Billings 
and wife Brittany, Danlee 
Jo Billings, Cory Henning 
and Kaci Henning; and 
also four great-grand-
children Cassie, Colton, 
Tristan, Trace; and his lov-
ing dog Biscuit. 

In lieu of flowers the fam-
ily suggests memorials be 
made to Seagraves Senior 
Citizens.

Family and friends visita-
tion will be Thursday, Sep-
tember 28th from 6:00-
7:30 P.M. in the Ratliff 
Funeral Home Chapel in 
Seagraves.

Soaring Athlete
Branden Longoria

By Mackenzy Ragland.
     This edition’s football 
soaring athlete is Junior 
Branden Longoria.. Bran-
den, #1, plays wide receiv-
er and safety for the Ea-
gles.
     Branden has come a 
long ways since he started 
playing football and he has 
learned from his mistakes 
along the way.
     “One mistake I’ve made 
in Football, that helped 
me get where I am now, 
is blocking on one of the 
runs during games” Long-
oria said.
     Sometimes all it takes 
is doing something wrong 
one time to learn what not 
to do.
      “Branden is consistent 
and he works hard in order 
to prepare himself physi-
cally and emotionally for 
upcoming games” Head 
Football Coach Steve 
Heryford said. “He knows 
his assignments and that's 
all I can ask from him.”
    Branden says his rela-
tionship with the team is 
full of laughter and jokes 
and they’re like a second 
family to him when they’re 
on the field and off.
      “Branden communi-
cates with his teammates 
well and he’s just always 
there to help motivate 
them or just be motivated 
with them when it comes 
to practice or playing the 
game.” Coach Heryford 
said. 
     Being a Soaring Athlete 
is an honor and a privilege 
to a student. It shows that 

their coach notices how 
hard they work.. 
     “I believe what makes 
me Soaring Athlete is the 
hard work I’ve put in, along 
with trying my hardest to 
do better on my plays in 
order to help get my team 
where they need to be, 
winners.” Longoria said.
    Longoria says he gives 
his best because he wants 
to win and even if they 
don’t win that he will al-

ways give his all to keep 
his teammates motivated.
      “I believe that having 
commitment, putting the 
team first, a little bit of tal-
ent, and God-given ability 
is how you become Soar-
ing Athlete of the week.” 
Coach Heryford said.
    Branden said during his 
free time he likes to listen 
to music and look at his 
highlights before a game 
or when he is just relaxing. 

By Mackenzy Ragland. 
     Miranda Fleming is the 
Soaring Athlete for Cross 
Country in this edition of 
Talon. 
     Miranda is a Sopho-
more at Seagraves High 
School and is one of of two 
upperclassmen to lead the 
Cross Country team. Cross 
Country requires mental 
and physical toughness. 
Miranda said she made 
mistakes when she started 
Cross Country that affect-
ed her ability.
     “I used to not eat break-
fast before running be-
cause I thought it wasn’t 
important,” Miranda said, 
“then Coach Minjarez told 
me it will give me more en-
ergy.” 
      As one of two upper-
classmen Miranda serves 
as a leader for the younger 
runners.
      ” Miranda is always 
there for her teammates, 
she always has a posi-
tive attitude, and is a good 
leader to the others.” Head 
Cross Country Coach Jor-
danda Minjarez said.  
     Before a meet Miranda 
likes to get plenty of sleep, 

eat a good breakfast, 
stretch, and pray with 
the team before any 
running happens
      “In cross coun-
try you have to give it 
your all at meets and 
practice to improve 
your time” Miranda 
said. 
     She tries her hardest 
to keep herself and the 
team happy, but she 
wants to show every-
one that she can do it.
     “Miranda Never 
complains, she is al-
ways ready to work 
and does what she 
is asked to do when I ask 
her,” Coach Minjarez said. 
     In cross country meets, 
there's always adrenaline 
and nerves playing a big 
part when being a competi-
tor.
     “Athletes seem to always 
earn their best time during 
the heat of competition.”  
Minjarez said.
     Being Soaring Athlete 
is always an honor and a 
privilege when a student is 
chosen by their coach and 
to Miranda it means that 
her coach has noticed her 

hard work
     “ In a coach's eyes it's 
much different to them 
when they choose who 
deserves to be a Soaring 
Athlete” Minjarez said. 
“ Soaring Athlete has to 
be someone that always 
knows there is room for 
improvement and some-
one who is always working 
to become the best version 
of themselves. A good Ath-
lete is someone who works 
hard and gives everything 
110% in everything they 
do.”   

Soaring Athlete
Miranda Fleming

By Mackenzy Ragland 
      2nd Grader Timothy 
Cavazos is this edition of 
Talon’s Student Spotlight. 
Cavazos was born on No-
vember 20th in Semi-
nole Texas. Timothy is the 
son of Maggie and Albert 

Cavazos. He has two sib-
lings, freshman  E.J. Cava-
sos and Seagraves Ele-
mentary music teacher 
Vanessa Barrera.
     “I’ve only lived here 
since last year but I like 
my school and my teacher, 

Mrs. Bohannon,” Timothy 
said. “She iss really nice 
and I love her class.”
     Timothy’s  favorite sub-
ject that Mrs. Bohannon 
teaches is math. He says 
it’s a fun subject to learn. 
   “In class Timothy is 
very attentive and always 
pays attention,” Bohannon 
said. “He's always want-
ing to help whenever help 
is needed (with the teacher 
or other students).”
     Miss Bohannon says 
that timothy shows leader-
ship in class because he al-
ways helps his classmates 
and does not get ahead of 
the teacher. 
     “What makes him a 
good choice for Student 
Spotlight is that he’s a very 
good student that I've nev-
er had to get onto,” Bohan-
non said. “I never catch 
him not paying attention in 
class.” 
      Bohannon says Timo-
thy stands out because he 
always brings a great atti-
tude to the classroom ev-
ery morning. 
     “I think I was chosen 
for student spotlight be-
cause I listen to my teach-
er and help others in my 
class when needed” Timo-
thy said. 

Student Spotlight

Timothy Cavazos
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Get To Know The  
Homecoming Court

 Senior Queen is Emegail 
Conde Jacuinde, daughter 
to Irma Cavasos.  

     Emegail is involved 
in cheerleading and FCA 
(Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes). 
     A person that Emegail 
admires is her mother.
     “I admire my 
mom because she 
has been through 
so much in life and 
still manages to 
have a smile every-
day on her face. She 
is the best mother to 
her daughters and 
thorough it all, has 
never lost her faith 
in God. 
     Emegail plans 
to attend college 
to begin her future 
education, which is 
still undetermined 
by her.
     One piece of ad-
vice that has been 
with Emegail is 
to never lose your 
faith in God. He as 
a plan for you that 
you must trust.
     “The legacy I 
want to leave is to be a per-
son that is there for every-
one, having self respect to 
others and to love every-
one unconditionally.” said 
Emegail.
     If Emegail could be an 
kind of clothing item she 
would choose to be Jeans. 
     She choose jeanes be-
cause they go with any 
kind of shirt or top and 

they are long-lasting.
     Some of Emegails favor-

ite traditions are 
the band playing 
We got the Beat 
and our home-
coming Bonfire.
     
     The Junior 
Princes is Sirena 
Minjarez.
     She is the 
daughter of 
Manuel Minjar-
ez III and Alex 
Minjarez.
     Sirena is in-
volved in FCA 
(Fellowship of 
Christian Ath-
letes), Basket-
ball, Powerlift-
ing, Track and 
being a Football 
Manager. (This 
is Sirenas 8th 
Year of being a 
manager.) 

     Her plans after high 
school is to attend a four 
year university on a shot 
put scholarship.
     A piece of advice that 
Sirena has received has 
come from her father that 

has push her to do her best.
     “He has always preached 
to us ‘You get out what you 
put in!’” said Sirena.
     The legacy that Sire-
na wants to leave is for 
students to strive to work 
hard in everything they do.
     Sirena would also like 
to be a pair of Jeans for her 
clothing item. 
     “They go with any kind 

of shirt or top and they 
look fashionable even if 
they are torn.” said Sirena.   
      
     The Sophomore prin-
cess is Karisa Lynn Min-
jarez. 
     She is the daughter of 
Armando Minjarez and 

Elisa Minjarez.
     She is involved in 
the following things: 
Cross Country, Cheer-
leading, Powerlifting 
and, Track.
     One person that 
Karisa admires is her 
mother. 
     “My mom is always 
there for me when I 
am down and out. She 
always gives me some 
hope even when there 
is none around me.” 
said Karisa. 
     Karisa’s plans af-
ter high school is to 
pursue a career in the 
medical field to be a 
pediatrician or cosme-
tology.
     One piece of advice 
that she has received 
is bitterness keeps you 
from flying, always 

stay humble and kind.
     Karisa wants her legacy 
to be that she is a person 
that help everyone she can. 
     If Karisa could be any 
clothing item she would be 
a pair of shoes. 
     “When you give a girl 
the right pair of shoes, she 
can conquer the world.” 
said Karisa. 

     Last, but certainly not 
least, is the freshman prin-
cess Kandise Kamile Min-
jarez, other wise known as 
KK Minjarez.
     Her parents are Ar-
mando Minjarez and Elisa 
Minjarez.
     She is involved in the 

f o l l o w i n g 
things: Cross 
Country, Bas-
ketball, Power-
lifting, Track, 
FFA (Future 
Farmers of 
America), and 
FCA (Fellow-
ship of Chris-
tian Athletes).
     One person 
KK admires 
is her cousin 
Vicky Minjar-
ez. 
     “I am a 
lot like her. 
She has al-
ways been by 
my side in the 
good times and 
the bad times.” 
said KK.

     

He plans after high school 
is to pursue a career in be-
coming a medical oncolo-
gist. 
     One piece of advice 
that has stuck 
with KK is that 
when you know 
you have to 
do something, 
whether you like 
it or not - always 
do it with a good 
attitude! 
     KK wants her 
legacy to be that 
she gives a posi-
tive attitude and 
be a good exam-
ple all through-
out high school. 
     If KK could 
be any type of 
clothing should 
would be a head 
band. 
     “I am very 
athletic so at the 
end of the day, i  

must pull everything back 
up.” said KK.
     We would like to con-
gratulate the Homecoming 
Court of 2017. 
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Football Stats
Seagraves vs Stanton

Quarter 1st 2nd 3rd 4th Total
Seagraves 13 7 8 9 37
Stanton 0 6 0 14 20

Davin Rodriguez: 7/11 passing for 167 yds, 3 TDs, 7 
runs for 56 yds, 4 tk

Aries Williams: 11 runs for 111 yds 1 TD, 2 tk 1 ast

Kingsley Rodriguez: 11 runs for 55 yds, 9 tk

Joseph Guerrero: 6 runs for 27 yds 1 TD, 3 rec 41 
yds 1 TD, 8 tk 1 ast

Jerry Simmental: 1 run 5 yds

Brandon Longoria: 2 rec 108 yds 2 TD, 4tk 

Tanner Sessums: 1 rec for 10 yds, 1 tk 1 ast

Jovan Ochoa: 1 rec for for 8 yds, 1 tk

Jose Hernandez: 15 tk 1 ast

Erik Valles: 12 tk 1 ast 

Eric Arriaga: 9 tk 1 ast

Sebastian Pavia: 7tk

Alan Mendoza: 4 tk 2 ast

Junior Rodriguez: 3 tk 2 ast

Cade Humphries: 2 tk

James Kinnaird: 1 tk

Jose Flores: 1 tk

Dominick Longoria: 1 tk

Juan Campos: 1 tk

Seagraves vs Floydada

Quarter 1st 2nd 3rd 4th Total
Seagraves 0 3 0 7 10
Floydada 7 0 0 0 7

D. Rodriguez: 15 of 21 passing completed for 159 
yds 1 TD, 13 runs for 35 yds, 1 int

J. Guerrero: 1 of 4 passing completed for -8 yds, 13 
runs for 61 yds, 1 catch for 12 yds, 1 TD,9tk

K. Rodriguez: 11 runs for 13 yds, 1 catch for 1 yd, 6 
tk 2 ast

J. Williams:1 run for 1 yd, 2 tk, 1 int

T. Sessums: 6 catches for 45 yds, 1 tk

B. Longoria: 3 catches 42 yds, 3 tk

J. Ochoa: 3 catches for 31 yds, 2 tk 

E. Valles: 10 tk 1 ast

J. Hernandez: 7 tk 1 ast

K. Graves: 5 tk 2 ast, 1 sack

J. Rodriguez: 4 tk, 1 ast

A. Mendoza: 4 tk, 1 ast

S. Pavia: 3 tk

E. Arriaga 3 tk

C. Humphries: 1 tk

C. Millican: 1 tk

A. Conde: 1/1 field goal, 1/1 PAT

Seagraves vs Sundown

Quarter 1st 2nd 3rd 4th Total
Seagraves 3 0 0 0 3
Sundown 14 6 0 7 27

D.Rodriguez: 14/37 passing for 87 yds, 15 rushes 
for 68 yds, 2 tkls 

K.Rodrigues: 14 rushes for 60 yds, 7 tkls 2 ast, 1 
sack

J.Guerrero: 10 rushes for 35 yds, 1 reception 7 
yds, 3 tkls 1 ast

T.Sessums: 7 receptions for 59 yds, 1 tkls

E.Casas: 3 receptions 15 yds, 9 tkls

K.Graves:1 reception 5 yds, 8 tkls, 1 sack, 1 
int

J.Ochoa: 1 reception 1 yd, 4 tkls 1 ast

B.Longoria: 1 reception 1 yd, 7 tkls 2 ast

J.Hernandez: 15 tkls 2 ast

E.Valles: 6 tkls, 1 ast

E.Arriaga: 5 tkls, 2 ast

C.Humphries: 3 tkls

A.Mendoza: 3 tkls

S.Pavia:3 tkls, 2 sacks

D.Longoria: 1 tkl, 1 fumble recovery

J.Simmental: 1 tkl

D.Sierra: 1 tkl

C.Millican: 1 tkl

G.Luna:1 tkl

A.Conde: 1/1 FG

Seagraves vs Wink

Q 1st 2nd 4th Final
Seagraves 7 7 6 6 26

Wink 14 6 16 7 43

Davin R. 12/19 completions for 62 yds 1 Td, 5 
rushes for 13 yds, 1 Td, 3 tkls

Eduardo C. 4 rushes 59 yds 1 Td, 1 rec 3 yds, 3 
tkls

Kingsley R. 8 rushes 41 yds, 3 rec 10yds, 8 tkls

Jerry S. 2 rushes 14 yds 1 Td, 1 rec 12 yds, 3 tkls

Tanner S. 5 rec 30 yds 1 Td

Branden L. 2 rec 7 yds

Jose H. 17 tkls 1 ast

Jovan O. 15 tkls 2 ast

Erik V. 10 tkls 1 ast

Eric A. 8 tkls 1 ast

Dominic L. 8 tkls 

Joseph G. 8 tkls

Branden L. 7 tkls

Keshoun G. 6 tkls 1 ast, 2 tkls for loss

Manuel G. 5 tkls

Cade H. 4 tkls

Alan M. 4 tkls 1 ast

Sebastian P. 3 tkls, 1 tkl for loss

James K. 2 tkls

Carson M. 1 tkls 1 ast

Junior R. 1 tkl

Juan C. 1 tkl

Dylan S. 1tkl

New Kid On the Block

By Mackenzy Raglamd

     Senior Keshoun Graves 
is a new kid on the block at 
Seagraves High School. He 
was born on November 26, 
1999 in Seminole Texas, 
he’s lived in Arlington 
Texas for 14 years  before 
he moved to Seagraves.  
   Graves plays football 
and basketball and he is 
also going to show a pig in 
FFA. 
   “What’s my favorite 
school activity?...so far it 
would have to be lunch 
and when the dismissal 
bell rings at 3:45” Graves 
said. 
     So far, Keshoun says 
his favorite things about 
Seagraves are the football 
games on friday nights and 
the Pep Rallies.  
    Keshoun enjoys more 
than just activities outside 
of school.  
   “Mrs. Miller is his favor-
ite teacher, so far because 
her class is fun” Graves 
said. 
  Keshoun has a quote that 
keeps him going, even 
when he is feeling down.  
   ”The future depends on 

what we do in the pres-
ent” by Mahatma Gan-
dhi. 
   This quote has helped 
him become who he is 
today, instead of who he 
was before. It also helps 
push him toward his 
goals. 
   “I plan on attending 
Texas Wesleyain and 
earning a degree in engi-
neering,” Graves said. 

   He wants to leave behind 
a legacy at Seagraves so 
everyone can remember 
him once he leaves for 
college.  
   “I want to win state 
with my new teammates” 
Graves said.  
    Keshoun wants to be 
remembered by more 
than his athletic abilities 
though. Keshoun is an ex-
cellent student and works 
hard on assignments given 
to him by his teachers. 
   “It has been fun hav-
ing Keshoun in class.” 
Technology teacher, Mrs. 
Miller said. “He is a hard 
worker and is always smil-
ing. I hope his positive de-
meanor will be contagious 
to the student body.” 
   Keshoun hopes that even 
though he is only here for 
a year that the students, 
teachers, and community 
will remember him. 
    “Being able to win State 
this year and being able to 
be the best student I can 
be is the only thing I want 
people to remember me by 
when they hear my name.” 
Graves said.


