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  On March 2, 2016, peo-
ple from the community 
of Seagraves went to the 
Elementary to read to the 
students. This is part of 
the Read Across America 
program. Because March 
2 was also Dr. Seuss’ 
birthday, the community 
members read Dr. Seuss 
books to the students. At 
the end of the day, every 
elementary student let go 
a balloon in honor of Dr. 
Seuss. 

  “Read Across America is 
something that they do ev-
ery year on March 2. It’s a 
national program that dif-
ferent schools can choose 
to do, and we’ve chosen 
to tie it in with Dr. Seuss’ 
birthday,” said Elementary 
Teacher Katie Huse.

  Some of the community 
members that read to the 
students are: Chief McAu-
ley, Superintendent Dr. 
Kevin Spiller, Elementary 
Principal Ovidio Marti-
nez, Jr., Retired Teacher 

Marsha Dossey, Mayor 
Brace Huse, City Librar-
ian Toni Polyac, Kim Rod-
gers, RaDonna Kinnaird, 
and Elementary Assistant 
Principal Glen Thomp-
son.        

  “I went out to the com-
munity to get community 
members, from the police, 
to retired teachers and just 
asked them to come in and 
chose Dr. Seuss books for 
them to read,” said Huse.

  “I was asked to come and 
read to the kids and I like 
it because I can see the 
smiles on their faces, and 
they are very attentive. I 
see that they are interested 
and reading, and they all 
tell me that they will con-
tinue to read,” said Mayor 
Brace Huse.

  “I loved the enthusi-
asm and excitement they 
displayed while listening 
and discussing a Dr. Seuss 
book was invigorating for 
me,” said Dr. Spiller.

Elementary Celebrates Read Across America
by Taylor Spiller



Opinion
I’m Just Sayin’...
by 
Nikki Wilson, 
Journalism Advisor/
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Just a Small Town Girl
by Kami Miller, 
Talon Media Advisor

Spring Break is here, 
and students, teachers, 
and all other school people 
are excited for the days of 
carefree sunny afternoons. 
It will happen though. 
Around Tuesday or 
Wednesday of the break, 
some child somewhere in 
this town will say the two 
words no parent wants to 
hear – “I’m bored.”

The entire concept of 
boredom has made an evo-
lutionary journey through 
time. People of my grand-
mother’s generation would 
have never dared utter the 
words. I’m not sure they 
even had the opportunity 
to be bored. It wasn’t un-
common for children to be 
up at dawn and out until 
sunset tending to farm re-
sponsibilities. Growing up 
was not as difficult for me, 
but I knew not ever let my 
mom hear me say I was 
bored; she would quickly 
see to it that the problem 
of boredom for me was 
eliminated. 

Today, when we as 
parents hear our children 
say they’re bored, we often 
feel like we’ve failed them 
in some way. We give 

them an iPhone, an iPad, 
or whatever latest device 
we have at our disposal 
to give them. I’m not sure 
when things changed from 
having children who saw 
being bored as something 
you dare not admit to 
boredom as a complaint 
against parents for not 
providing the appropriate 
entertainment.

I think the appropriate 
response to bored children 
lies somewhere in the mid-
dle. Research shows that 
children need unstructured 
time to explore, to imag-
ine, and to dream. A little 
boredom is good stimulus 
for creativity. Boredom 
can also teach you how 
to be alone with yourself. 
Sometimes, in our modern 
world, we are so constant-
ly stimulated by the flurry 
of activity surrounding us 
that when we’re left with 
a few quiet moments, we 
don’t know what to do. 
Children need to learn 
how to deal with the noise 
of their own thoughts early 
on. It will lead to a more 
peaceful adulthood.

So when you as a par-
ent are attacked with the 

complaints of boredom 
from your children and 
you’re not sure what to 
do, try the following. Tell 
them to draw a picture, 
make a card for a grand-
parent or someone they 
love, play outside, make 
up a pretend game, go for 
a walk, listen to music, 
write a story. As a teacher, 
I don’t believe you can 
ever go wrong with telling 
a kid to read, write, draw, 
or do something physical. 
As a society, our children 
struggle with literacy, cre-
ativity, and overall physi-
cal health. Maybe if we 
learn to approach boredom 
in a different way, we can 
raise happier and healthier 
kids. 

You have answers now. 
You’re ready. Wait for 
it. Prepare for it. You’re 
armed with some great 
responses to “I’m bored.” 
Happy Spring Break!

by: Bailee Lemon

There has been 
a Zika virus outbreak, 
Gaines county officials 
have offered guidance to 
Seagraves residents about 
how to prevent mosquito 
breeding and how to pro-
tect themselves from the 
bites. 

Some ways to 
prevent mosquito breed-
ing are to at least weekly 
empty or get rid of cans, 
buckets, old tires, pots, 
plant saucers and other 
containers that hold water, 
keep gutters clear of 
debris and standing water, 
and remove standing wa-
ter around structures and 
from flat roofs.

More ways to pre-
vent breeding is to change 
water in pet dishes daily, 
rinse and scrub vases and 
other indoor water con-
tainers weekly, change 
water in wading pools and 
bird baths several times a 
week, and maintain back-
yard pools or hot tubs. 

You should also 
cover trash containers, 
water lawns and gardens 
carefully so water does 

not stand for several days, 
screen rain barrels and 
openings to water tanks 
or cisterns, and treat front 
and back door areas of 
homes with residual insec-
ticides if mosquitoes are 
abundant nearby. 

If mosquito prob-
lems persist, consider 
pesticide applications for 
vegetation around the 
home.

In addition to 
mosquito-control strate-
gies, the best way to avoid 
infection is to prevent 
mosquito bites by taking 
a few simple steps. Please 
encourage individuals liv-
ing in your communities 
to take these precautions 
to protect themselves and 
their families. 

Measures for in-
dividuals to protect them-
selves from mosquito bites 
are to wear insect repel-
lent, cover up with long-
sleeved shirts and long 
pants, keep mosquitoes 
out with air conditioning 
or intact window screens, 
and to limit outdoor activi-
ties during peak mosquito 
times. 

The Department 
of State Health Services 
(DSHS) is available to as-
sist you, should you have 
questions about how to 
effectively prevent Zika 
and other mosquito-borne 
illnesses in your com-
munities. Please feel free 
to send any questions to 
TexasZika@dshs.state.
tx.us. For more informa-
tion about Zika virus, 
please also visit the DSHS 
Zika website at www.Tex-
asZika.org. 

In addition to per-
tinent information about 
transmission and preven-
tion, the website also 
includes resources you can 
distribute in your commu-
nity to spread the message 
of Zika prevention.

All communities 
are encouraged to take 
action now to address the 
threat of Zika virus in 
Texas. Together, we can 
reduce the impact of Zika 
and other mosquito-borne 
disease in Texas. We must 
prepare and begin our 
efforts before weather con-
ditions allow mosquitoes 
to proliferate. Thank you 
for your assistance in this 
important public health 

Zika Virus
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Chapters 

By Toni Polyak, 
Gaines County Library - Seagraves Branch 

March 11, 2016 

Chapter 1: Dr. Seuss Celebra-
tion…’Thank You’ to Katie 
Huse and the Seagraves El-
ementary Administration for 
inviting me, along with oth-
ers, to read to the students as 
we honored the birth anniver-
sary of Dr. Seuss. Theodor 
Seuss Geisel was one of the 
most imaginative authors who 
lived. His stories will never 
grow outdated. I must brag 
about the students, who were 
all wonderful. The teachers 
were gracious, and the cake 
was delicious! The balloon 
send off in the end was great 
as well. In the words of Dr. 
Seuss, “Sometimes you don’t 
know the value of a moment 
until it becomes a memory.”

Chapter 2: Book Highlight…
Crenshaw by Katherine Ap-
plegate. Jackson and his fam-
ily have fallen on hard times. 
There’s no more money for 
rent. And not much food ei-
ther. His parent’s, his lit-
tle sister and their dog may 
have to live in their mini-
van, again. Crenshaw is a 
cat. He’s large, outspoken and 
he’s imaginary. He has come 
back into Jackson’s life to 
help him. But is an imaginary 
friend enough to save this 
family from losing every-
thing? Katherine Applegate 
proves in unexpected ways 
that friends matter, whether 
real or imaginary. 
   Applegate’s book The One 
and Only Ivan was a 2013-
2014 Texas Bluebonnet 
Award winner. If you have 
read it, then you’ll love this 
new one by Applegate. This 
is a Junior Fiction book, but 
will hold the interest of most 
all readers.  

Chapter 3: Albert Einstein 
Birth Anniversary, March 14, 
1879…Theoretical physicist 
best known for his theory of 
relativity, Einstein was born 
at Ulm, Germany. He won 
the Novel Prize in 1921. Al-
bert Einstein died at Prince-
ton, NJ, April 18, 1955.

Chapter 4: Horton Foote 
Birth Anniversary, March 14, 
1916…Foote was an Ameri-
can writer who wrote more 
than 60 films and plays. This 
Texan, born at Wharton, TX, 
wrote the screenplays for To 
Kill a Mockingbird and Ten-
der Mercies, both which 
earned him an Academy 
Award. His play The Young 
Man from Atlanta also earned 
him the Pulitzer Prize. Hor-
ton Foote died March 4, 2009.

Chapter 5: The Decorah Ea-
gles Have Landed!… Enjoy 
the best reality show there is! 
Located in Decorah, Iowa, 
this pair of Eagles are mon-
itored by a camera, and can 
be viewed 24/7. As of now, 
three eggs have been laid, 
and hatching should begin by 
the end of the month. There 
is a live post which you may 
take part in, and ask as many 
questions as you need. Infor-
mation is also available on 
the web page, www.ustream.
tv/decoraheagles. Numer-
ous schools and private in-
dividuals are monitoring the 
progress of Mom and Dad 
Decorah. Once you start, it’s 
almost impossible to not go 
back and watch daily. 
   I have been watching this 
pair for 5 years. It never ceas-
es to amaze me what I can 
learn each year. 
   A bit of trivia: The nest is 
approximately 6 feet across, 
and weighs over 200 pounds. 
The Eagles add to it yearly, 

and it could weigh 200 more 
pounds by next year. The 
Cottonwood tree in which it 
is located is most likely over 
100 feet tall, and the nest is 
about 70 feet up in the tree. 
The Eagles are about the 
height of your average Kin-
dergarten student, around 3 
feet tall. They vary accord-
ing to sex and geographic lo-
cation. Northern Eagles are 
probably larger. 
   Mom and Dad take great 
care of their nest and their 
young. And as we all know, 
the Eagle is our National 
Bird! Eagle Pride does start 
here! 

Chapter 6: Celebrate March!...
Alport Syndrome Aware-
ness Month, colic Aware-
ness Month, Credit Educa-
tion Month, Employee Spirit 
Month, Expanding girls’ Ho-
rizons in Science and Engi-
neering Month, Humorists 
are Artists Month, Interna-
tional Mirth Month, Mad for 
Plaid Month, Music in Our 
Schools Month, National 
Caffeine Awareness Month, 
National Clean Up Your Act 
Month, National Eye Do-
nor Month, National Fro-
zen Food Month, Nation-
al Kidney Month, National 
MS Education and Aware-
ness Month, National Nutri-
tion Month, National Umbrel-
la Month, National Women’s 
History Month, Play-the-Re-
corder Month, Poison Pre-
vention Month, Red Cross 
Month, Save Your Vision 
Month, Sing With Your Child 
Month, Social Work Month, 
Vascular Anomalies Aware-
ness Month, Workplace Eye 
Wellness Month and Youth 
Art Month

Chapter 7: No Selfies Day, 
March 16…Every day mil-
lions take a self-portrait with 
their cell phone cameras and 
post the pictures on social 
networks. Here is just one day 
where nobody takes a ‘selfie’. 
This day is observed on the 
birthday of Philippe Kahn, 
the inventor of the cell phone 
camera and the first person 
known to transmit a photo: 
a birth picture of his daugh-
ter taken in 1997 with his cell 
phone. 

Chapter 8: Houston Live-
stock Show and Rodeo March 
3-22…Held in Reliant Park, 
Houston, Tx. The first live-
stock show was held in 1932. 
Today there are nearly 30,000 
entries. Good Luck to all the 
Gaines County students en-
tering this show! Hats off to 
the teachers who dedicate 
their time to teaching stu-
dents these valuable lessons!
 
Chapter 9: Happy Birthday 
Authors and Illustrators!...
Ruth Belov Gross, Dr. Se-
uss, Marjorie Blain Park-
er, Libba Moore Gray, Patri-
cia MacLachlan, Dav Pilkey, 
Meindert De Jong, Mem 
Fox, Thacher Hurd, Kathleen 
Hague, Peter Roop, Libba 
Bray, Ezra Jack Keats, Daniel 
Cohen, Maguerite de Angeli, 
Ruth White, Sid Fleishman, 
Louis Sachar, Lois Lowry, 
Lisa Desimini, James Patter-
son, Doreen Cronin, Betty  
MacDonald, Steve Jenkins, 
Byrd Baylor and more!

 Chapter 10: “Indoor or out, 
no one relaxes, in March, that 
month of wind and taxes. The 
wind will presently disap-
pear, the taxes last us all the 
year.” ~ Ogden Nash  

By Nikki Wilson

Baseball is big in Sea-
graves. Local resident 
Vickie Rodriguez is hoping 
to make it bigger. 

In the past few years, 
young people in Seagraves 
who wanted to participate 
in Cal Ripken baseball 
could not do it in Sea-
graves because there was 
not a local league. That 
has changed.

Rodriguez has orga-
nized a group of people 
and formed a local Cal 
Ripken League. Art Ontive-
ros, Seagraves High School 
Principal and High School 
Baseball Coach, is the 
president of the league.

Rodriguez and Ontive-
ros are working with Ju-
nior Rodriguez, Fabian and 
Amy Flores, Ruben and 
Christy Valles, Wes Rodg-
ers, and Manuel and Alex 
Minjarez to bring two Sea-
graves baseball fields up to 
standards to be a part of 
the Cal Ripken League. 

Work will begin Satur-
day at 8 am on the field 

next to the community 
building between Avenue 
F and Avenue E. 

If Rodriguez can get 
the field up to standards, 
she can use it and the 
extra baseball field at the 
walking park to enter Sea-
graves Little League teams 
in the Cal Ripken League.

“It’s been neglected 
for a long while,” said 
Rodriguez. “The stands 
have chipped paint. The 
concession stands are old. 
There’s no speaker.” 

To meet regulations for 
league entry, Rodriguez 
said the fields will need a 
portable mound and holes 
for the portable bases. 
One portable mound 
alone can cost as much as 
$2000. 

“What we’re trying to 
do is do it ourselves,” said 
Rodriguez. “We’re trying 
to save money.”

They have the go ahead 
from the city, but Rodri-
guez is looking for help in 
the form of volunteers and 

donations. 

Ontiveros said, “We 
currently have about 
$1400 from donations 
that we’re starting with.” 

Currently, kids who 
want to participate in the 
Cal Ripken League are 
travelling to Seminole, 
Denver City, and Brown-
field. Rodriguez wants to 
bring those kids back to 
Seagraves.

Little League Baseball 
starts with T-ball at age 3 
1/2 and goes through the 
Majors at age 12, but Ro-
driguez thinks that could 

be expanded.  

“We’re starting softball. 
We’ve never had any-
body do softball. Christina 
Aguirre took her team to 
Brownfield. She wants to 
start from working with 
kids from 7-8 up to 13 and 
14,” said Rodriguez. 

Anyone wishing to help 
with either time or dona-
tions can contact Art On-
tiveros at Seagraves High 
School at 806-387-2520 or 
Vickie Rodriquez at 806-
215-5000.

Bases Set for Cal Ripken League in Seagraves
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by Gabriela Valles

On February 13, 2016. 
Students from Seagraves 
High School traveled to 
Idalou for a practice meet.

Coach Bryant gradu-
ated from Idalou High 
School in 2007. He was 
third in his class.

After Coach Bry-
ant graduated from high 
school, he played for 
former athletic director 
Coach Green’s brother 
and the Littlefield staff in 
the ASCO all-star football 
game.

“I got to know them 
really well that week and 

stayed in contact with 
them throughout college. 
After I graduated col-
lege, there was an open-
ing in Seagraves. I asked 
the Littlefield coaches 
to contact Coach Green, 
and that’s how I received 
an interview for my job 
here.” said Bryant.

In this meet, Coach 
Bryant’s Computer Appli-
cations team all placed in 
the top 6.

Taylor Spiller placed 1st, 
Case Clark placed 3rd, Tee 
Rodgers placed 5th, and 
Will Wilkins placed 6th.

I was very proud of all 

four of my computer apps 
kids,” said Bryant “It’s 
not very often that four 
kids from the same school 
place in the top six in any 
competition.”

Bryant plans on push-
ing his team to do better 
for the real UIL meet on 
April 4. “I think after the 
success that they had at 
this meet will motivate 
them to try even harder 
for district. I expect all of 
them to place at district 
and advance to regionals. 
I really wasn’t sure what 
to expect because this was 
the first competition that 
some of them had been to. 
But, they all did a great 
job and surpassed my 
expectations. ”

“I always enjoy going 
home, but it made  it extra 
special when my kids 
competed and won like 
they did.” said Bo Bryant 
“Idalou was very big into 
UIL Academics when I 
was in school and they 
still are today. What they 
did is a great accomplish-
ment. I couldn’t be more 
proud of Taylor, Case, T, 
and Will and how they 
represented Seagraves 
High School.”

Bo Bryant and his Computer Apps 
Team

On March 7th the Seagraves One Act Play performed their play “The White 
Room of My Remembering” for the public at 8:30.  They will perform their play for 
district competition on March 24th in Sudan, Texas. Plays begin at 10 am and Sea-

graves will be second to perform. 

HS One Act Play

By Gabriela Valles

 On Saturday Feb-
ruary 20, Jonah Garcia and 
Alonso Holguin traveled 
to Tulsa, Oklahoma for a 
senior welding competi-

tion.

 In this competition, 
the students received an 
email showing the pro-
cedures they would have 
to do. They practiced for 

a while before the real 
competition. The week of 
the contest the design was 
changed.

 There was three 
waves of over 100 weld-
ers competing. The com-
petition was simple. The 
students had to weld three 
pieces of metal together 
to match the design in the 
email.

 Both Alonso and 
Jonah received a $500 
scholarship.

“Welding is something 
that I really enjoy and 
I would like to make a 
career out of it.” said Hol-
guin “Even though I didn’t 
win, it was a great experi-
ence overall.”

 “I enjoy welding,” 
said Garcia “I would like 
to go to school for it. Tulsa 
seems like a great place to 
live and going to school 
for welding there is some-
thing I look forward to.”

Tulsa Welding Competition
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Alumni Spotlight 
Hope Martinez

A Student Soars

March 11, 2016 

By Paulina Carrillo 

Froilan Beltran is 
the Student Spotlight for 
this edition of The Talon. 

Froilan was born 
on October 24th, 1999 in 
Junction City, Kansas. He 
has lived in Seagraves for 
about five years. 

    Froilan is a sophomore 
at Seagraves High and is 
well known around the 
campus. “I like to get 
involved in as many things 
as I can be in,” said Bel-
tran. 

    Froilan is involved in 
cheerleading, FFA, FTA, 
UIL, student council, 
eagle leadership, and is 
the manager for the Lady 
Eagles Softball team. 

    “I love our FFA 
program,” said Beltran. “It 
started involving me in so 

many things like vet tech 
and being an FFA officer.” 

    “I›m thankful for 
both of my Ag teachers 
Mr. Zach Pipkin and 
Ms.Samantha Kinzie. 
They both opened so many 
doors in my high school 
life and I honestly don’t 
even know how to repay 
them,” said Beltran. 

    “I love working with my 
stock show animals in my 
free time,” said Beltran. 
“I think that I truly bond 
with them while I work 
with them before showing 
them in San Antonio and 
Houston.”

    “One thing I truly like 
about Seagraves High 
is the variety of thing 
they offer. There is many 
things for us students 
to do. There›s always 
extracurricular things to 
do that gets us involved 

in our small 
community,” said Beltran. 

    “My favorite teacher 
would probably be Mrs. 
Melissa Humphries,” said 
Beltran. “Mrs. Humphries 
has inspired me to become 
an emergency physician 
with her funny and 
interesting stories. One 
thing I like is the way 
Mrs. Humphries teaches, 
she will explain whatever 
it is she is teaching until 
you get it,” said Beltran.

 “Mrs. Humphries 
is a big inspiration and 
highlight in my high 
school life,” said Beltran.

“I really want to 
leave a positive impact 
after I graduate,” said 
Beltran. “I want people to 
remember me as a very 
helpful person who was 
always there for others.”

“Fro is always in a 
good mood and brightens 
up everybody’s day with 
his positive attitude,” said 
Junior Bry Minjarez. 

“After I graduate 
High School, I want to 
take cheerleading and FFA 
with me,” said Beltran. 
“My plans are to cheer in 
college and become a bet-
ter cheerleader than what 
I am now. I want to take 
FFA with me in the matter 
that I want my future chil-
dren to enjoy the program 
and show like I did,” said 
Beltran

    After High School, 
Beltran plans to go to 
the University of Hawaii 
Manoa to become an 
emergency physician 
and later wants to work 
somewhere around Seattle. 

By Bry Minjarez

Hope Martinez 
Graduated from Sea-
graves High School in 
2006. Martinez is the 
Daughter of Martin 
Martinez and Margret 
Martinez. She has two 
brothers, her older 
brother Tyler lives in 
Denton with his wife 
Macy and her sweet 
nephew Tyce, and her 
younger brother Caleb 

lives in New York City, 
getting his Master’s de-
gree in Psychology.

After high school, 
Martinez was work-
ing at the YWC, a child 
development center, but 
realized that she liked 
working with young 
children, so she decide 
to get her certification in 
early childhood through 
the 6th grade.  Martinez 
received her bachelor’s 
degree in Sports, Exercise 
Science, and Education. 
Martinez says “I had a 

few awesome teachers 
while I was attending 
Seagraves I.S.D. who 
taught me by modeling to 
be a successful teacher.”

As of January 25, 
2016 Martinez is now a 
Kindergarten Teacher at 
Seagraves Elementary. 
Martinez says “I was very 
excited to get my job, I 
love my babies.” She is 
now working at the same 
school as her mother Mrs. 
Martinez the science lab 
teacher. Martin, her dad, 
is a huge supporter of her 
teaching career.

On Martinez’s free 
time she enjoys writing- 
poems/fiction/journal and 
free writing. She enjoys 
music as well, and likes 
to play the guitar. Marti-
nez composes songs, and 
she likes to write her own 
lyrics. She also loves to 
spend time with family, 
watching sports, and play-
ing sports as well.

Froilan Beltran

By Paulina Carrillo

Friday February 12th 
the Seagraves Eagles 
played against the Plains 
Cowboys at home. 

The Eagles defeated 
the Cowboys in a 55 - 38 
win.  

Junior Diante Lott led 
the Eagles with 13 points. 
Junior Richard Longoria 
and Senior Uriel Martinez 
both followed with 12 
points. Junior Evan An-
derson had 11 points.

“I feel like we did well,” 
said Junior Evan Ander-
son.

“We could’ve done 
better, but we have been 
playing as a team a lot 
more,” said Junior Richard 
Longoria. 

 “It feels good to be able 
to make it to the playoffs,” 
said Anderson, “This is 
my first year being able to 
play in the playoffs so I am 
a little nervous.”

“We started off a little 
slow in the beginning of 
the season, but now we 
have been working as a 
team and practicing hard,” 
said Longoria. 

“The season was rough 
in the beginning, but we 
overcame the challenges 
throughout the season and 

fought harder than ever to 
reach a playoff spot, and 
for that my senior season 
was great,” said Senior 
Uriel Martinez.

“I feel confident about 
playoffs. I’m hoping we 
win and go far,” said Ju-
nior Diante Lott.

The Eagles were tied 
with the Tahoka Bulldogs 
for the third place seed 
in the playoffs and had a 
tie breaker game on Fri-
day February 19th in Big 
Spring, Texas.

The Eagles lost against 
the Bulldogs 56 - 44 and 
were placed as the fourth 
team in district.

 To start their playoff 
run the Eagles played 
the undefeated Anthony 
Wildcats in Fort Stockton, 
Texas. 

The Eagles 
came up short 
against the Wild-
cats finishing 
their last game 
with a 85 – 42 
loss. 

“It’s upsetting 
to know that play-
ing Anthony was 
my last basketball 
game in High 
School but all 
I can say to the 
younger ones is to 
keep going,” said 
Martinez.

“Before you 
know it, you’ll be 
playing your last 
game in every 
sport and it is 
truly a bittersweet 
moment. Cherish 
it,” said Martinez. 

Eagles Finish Basketball Season 
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Soaring Athlete

March 11, 2016 

Wt. 
Class Place Lifter          Team Bench Press Dead    

Lift         Total

132 1 Aranda, Raymon Seagraves 475 280 500 1255
165 1 Simental, Jerry Seagraves 375 245 400 1020
181 3 Quinonez, Alex Seagraves 405 225 500 1130
181 5 Hibbitts, Dillon Seagraves 380 245 450 1075
275 1 Rosales, Israel Seagraves 625 400 490 1515

105 1
Minjarez, Bryan-
nah Seagraves 230 120 245 595

132 1 Flores, Kayla Seagraves 330 170 320 820
181 3 Garcia, Abeni Seagraves 315 140 285 740
181 4 Martin, Brittany Seagraves 235 155 300 690
198 1 Minjarez, Sirena Seagraves 385 205 355 945
198 3 Guttierez, Alexis Seagraves 265 135 265 665
220 1 Miranda, Myrah Seagraves 300 150 290 740

     The Seagraves pow-
erlifting team, coached 
by Jamie Humphries and 
Manuel Minjarez, stole 
the show at the Seagraves 
meet. The girls placed 
first as a team and Kayla 
Flores got Best Lifter on 
the Light Platform, and 
Sirena Minjarez got best 
lifter on the Heavy plat-
form. The boy’s team got 
third and Raymon Aranda 
got best lifter on the Light 
Platform.

     Sophomore Myrah Mi-
randa, placed first in the 
220 weight class. This is 
her first year to do power-
lifting. 

“The challenges of 
powerlifting is that you 
have to keep your weight 
down and if not, you have 
to go to a different weight 
class. Also the suits are 
what kill us,” said Mi-
randa.

 This is Senior 
Vicky Minjarez’s fourth 
year in powerlifting. She 
didn’t participate in the 
Seagraves Meet because 
of an injury, but she does 
very well in all of her 
competitions. 

 “It’s hard to wake 
up in the morning. An-
other challenge is trying to 
make weight,” said Min-
jarez. 
 Sophomore Jerry 

Simental has been in 
powerlifting for 2 years. 
He placed first in the 165 
category.

“One challenge is the 
workouts,” said Simental.

Seagraves goes to state 
in powerlifting almost 
every year, and we place 
high at almost every meet.

 “As a Seagraves 
Eagle, we show class and 
respect to our school. We 
give our all as a school 
and show no fear as we 
succeed,” said Miranda. 

 “I think we have 
a lot of success because 
of how hard coach 
Humphries pushes us. He 
makes us do a lot,” said 
Minjarez.

 Simental said, “I 
think we win because we 
work harder than others 
and we are more deter-
mined.”

Eagle Powerlifting Meet

By Taylor Spiller

 On February 20, 
2016, the Robotics team 
traveled to Georgetown 
Texas to compete in the 
Navy Seaperch competi-
tion. This competition 
has three challenges. An 
obstacle course, where 
students have to guide 
the robot through hoops. 
The next challenge is the 
finesse challenge where 
the students have to move 
rings and slide objects. 
The last thing that the 
students have to do is an 
interview with a Naval 
Officer. They have to 
answer science and engi-
neering questions as well 
as questions about their 
robot.

 The students built 
a robot starting in the fall. 
They then modified it to 
make it better so that it 
would do all of the chal-
lenges better. They had 
to make sure that every 
modification made didn’t 
exceed $20 total. The 
students who participated 
in SeaPerch this year 
were: Eric Granillo, Jonah 

Garcia, Matthew Negrete, 
Hannah Spiller, and Tay-
lor Spiller.

 This was the first 
year that any of the team 
had participated in SeaP-
erch before. 

“It was something that 
I’ve never done before. I 
was nervous and didn’t 
know what to expect, but 
it was nothing too hard,” 
said Junior Eric Granillo.

“I liked building it 
and seeing all of the cool 
things that we could do 
with it and just having fun 
with it,” said Senior Jonah 
Garcia.

The team didn’t ad-
vance, but they did very 
well considering that this 
was their first year to do 
SeaPerch.

“I was surprised 
because our robot was 
working well and Eric 
did a good job driving it. 
Our poster was great, and 
when I heard we didn’t 
advance, I was surprised. 
I thought we could’ve 
done more, but it was 

good,” said Garcia.

“We had a failure on 
the finesse challenge, but 
we still did better than a 
lot of people. I also liked 
learning from the first 
place team,” said Fresh-
man Hannah Spiller.

Coach Bo Bryant, 
another sponsor said, “I 
think that they did well 
for it to be our first time 
to ever try it out, we did 
well in both of the compe-
titions, and the interview 
seemed to go well.”

Dr. Kevin Spiller, 
one of the coaches said, 
“I am so proud of what 
our SeaPerch team ac-
complished. We went and 
competed at the high-
est level of competition 
against high schools with 
thousands of students in 
them and stood “toe to 
toe.” It was truly a David 
vs. Goliath situation for 
us.”

The Robotics team will 
be going to another invi-
tational with a chance to 
qualify in Dallas, Texas.

Robotics


