
By Brooke Garza  
 The Eagles started 
their season on Decem-
ber 8, 2016 at the Farwell 
Tournament. The team 
played Texico, Morton, 
and Plains to start their 
season. The varsity head 
coach is Eugene Brown, 
JV is coached by Jim 
Dougherty. Both teams 
have practiced very hard 
to get ready for district.  
     The team is faced with 
some weaknesses. 
     “We don’t have many 
tall people on our team, so 

we have to overcome that,” 
Senior, Eric Granillo said.  
     The main goal for the 
whole team is to first, 
make it to playoffs, then 
hopefully make a run in 
the playoffs and go far. 
     “Trying to improve 
each day is an accomplish-
ment in itself,”  Brown 
said. “I look forward to be-
ing in the gym each day.”  
     The Eagles basketball 
team practices every day 
after school to become 
better basketball players 
and be well prepared for 

their next opponents,  
     Something JV coach, 
Jim Dougherty, looks 
forward to is, “ seeing the 
growth of individual play-

ers and chemistry of the 
team.”  
     The Eagles face a lot 
of tough competition in 
district. 

      

“Our biggest competition 
would have to be Sun-
down,” Sopho-
more, Branden 
Longoria said.  
     “Sundown 
has a good ball 
club and they 
always play 
us harder than 
they play other 
teams,” Granil-
lo said.  
     The Eagles 
have 4 games 
remaining in 
district. Senior 
night will be held Friday, 
February 3rd.
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By Zharia Childers 
     “TACS, or the 
Texas Association of 
Community Schools, 
is an organization that 
represents districts 
with no more than one 
high school. Each year, 
they sponsor the TACS 
Academic Challenge 
where students from 
these schools compete for 
scholarships,” said TACS 
coach Bethany Goen 
    There are four parts to 
the competition, which 
include: mathematics, 
history, English, and 
science. Each student 
has 15 seconds to answer 
questions that cover all 
four subjects. The teams 
are made up of nine 
students, three teams with 
three students on each 
team. 
    “Our team was selected 
based on academic 
strengths, quick thinking 
and memorization skills, 
and competitive spirit. 
The first competition is 
area and will take place 
in Denver City on March 
1st,” Mrs. Goen said. 

     

All three teams will 
compete against each 
other, as well as other 
teams from places like 
Denver City, Plains, and 
Sundown. The top five 
teams will advance to the 
state contest on April 9th, 
in Belton, Texas. 
    The team includes, 
Taylor Spiller, Will 
Wilkins, Hannah Spiller, 
Johnathan Flemings, 
Elijah Gonzales, Fernando 
Miranda, Richard 
Longoria, Jerry Simental, 
and Saul Rosas. The 
teams are coached by Mrs. 
Bethany Goen, Mrs. Judy 
Vuicich, and assisted by 
Coach Corbin Brooks. 
    The students could 
very well benefit from 
being a part of the TACS 
team because the students 
are competing for a 
scholarships. The students 
will also spend a day at 
the University of Mary 
Hardin-Baylor and receive 
information from them. 
The competitions looks 
good on resumes and 
college applications.

TACS TeamJH UIL
By Sirena Minjarez 

By Sirena Minjarez 
     The Junior High did 
a fantastic job this year 
in the UIL competition. 
There was a lot of students 
that placed in the Sundown 
UIL meet. The Junior 
High had a big improve-
ment from last years’ 
team. 
    “We used 1st Period to 
schedule more practice 
time with our teams” Jan 
McKenzie said.  
    The amount of kids 
that were in UIL this year 
was incredible. The more 
students that are in UIL 
is a big help with scoring 
points. The students from 

6th, 7th and 8th grade that 
were in UIL were willing 
to work hard and put as 
much work that is needed 
to be put in. The hard work 

was all showed off at the 
meet in Sundown, Tx by 
the way the Junior High 
kids place. 
   “Dedicated participants 
showed up and placed at 
the meet” Brenda Fields 
said. 
   There can still be im-
provements that can be 
made next year. Although 
the Junior High did an 
excellent job this year, they 
still need work in some 
spots. Also, there is never 
too much kids to partici-
pate in UIL. 
    “I want to encourage 
more students to par-
ticipate in UIL” McKenzie 
said.

JH UILResults
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     Seminole, TX (Decem-
ber 15, 2016) - Practicing 
water conservation can be 
colorful, fun, challenging, 
and rewarding! At least 
that’s what local fourth 
and fifth graders encoun-
tered as they recently 
competed in the Llano Es-

tacado Underground Wa-
ter Conservation District’s 
2017 calendar contest.  
     Students from Loop, 
Seagraves,  and Seminole 
listened to a presentation 
addressing indoor and 
outdoor water conserving 
tips.  Following the pre-
sentation, students were 
challenged to design origi-
nal and unique artwork il-
lustrating their interpreta-
tion of water conservation 
practices.  Approximately 
480 area fourth and fifth 
grade students were 
invited to compete with 
13 winners selected for 
the 2017  Llano Estacado 
UWCD calendar.  A total of 
446 entries were received 
which made earning a 
spot in this year’s calendar 
a challenge!  
     The grand prize winner 
was Ailany Giner a fourth 
grader from Seagraves El-
ementary. This is the sec-
ond year in a row for the 
cover title to be awarded 
to a fourth grader from 
Seagraves.  Ailany re-
ceived a $50 cash prize 

for her artwork entitled 
“The Raindrop Life” and 
is featured on the cover 
of the Llano Estacado 
UWCD 2017 calendar. The 
remaining 12 winners each 
received a $25 cash prize 
for their pictures and have 
their artwork represented 

on the monthly 
pages of the calen-
dar. Winning entries 
will also be framed 
and on display at the 
LEUWCD office in 
Seminole. Winners 
and winning pictures 
can be viewed on 
www.facebook.com/
SOCOPsavingh2o/ 
or at http://www.
savingh2o.org/.   
     The single month-
ly winner from Loop 
was Kiersten Wieler 
representing Febru-
ary.  In addition to 
the cover winner, 

Seagraves Elementary 
had one other student 
winner, Mia Rascon, who 
will represent the month 
of March.  Semi-
nole Elementary 
walked away with 
the most winners 
by garnering a total 
of ten pages in the 
calendar!    Win-
ners from Semi-
nole Elementary 
and the months 
their artwork 
represents are as 
follows:  Kamdyn 
Garcia (January), 
Mary Berg (April), 
Kate Emig (May), 
Damaris Gallegos 
(June), Rebecca Wieler 
(July), Magdalena Por-
tillo (August), Jessica 
Giesbrecht (September), 
Kanyon Crawford (Octo-
ber), Brooklyn Deatherage 
(November), and Shalamar 
Soliz (December).   
     A special “thanks” 
goes out to the classroom 
teachers, art teachers, 
principals, and staff who 
allowed us to spend time 

educating and working 
with their students. LEU-
WCD would like to extend 
a special “thank you” to 
Mrs. LeeNell Mayes for 
her support throughout 
the years of the contest.  
Mrs. Mayes is retiring in 
December,  so the 2017 
contest  was her “final” to 
facilitate. Llano Estacado 
UWCD is already looking 
forward to next year’s 
artwork competition and 
appreciates the effort 
students put forth toward 
this year’s contest.     

Thank you to all who 
participated, and con-

gratulations to all of our 
winners! 

2017 calendars are avail-
able to the public at the 
LEUWCD office at 200 

East Ave C, Seminole, TX 
79360.  Artwork from 

previous winners are also 
on display at the Seminole 
office.  Contact LEUWCD 

at 432-758-1127 for further 
information.  

###

The Southern Ogallala 
Conservation & Outreach 
Program is the education 
and public relations divi-

sion of the Llano Estacado 
UWCD. SOCOP’s mission 
is to spread underground 

water awareness and 
encourage water conser-

vation practices. For more 
information, visit saving-

h2o.org.

 LEUWCD Press Release
Seagraves 4th Grader Named Winner in  

2017 LEUWCD Calendar Contest 

By Caleb Martinez 
     This year Seagraves El-
ementary went to compete 
in the University Inter-
scholastic League (UIL) 
competition.   
     The competition took 
place in Sundown on De-
cember 8, 2016. 
     There were approxi-
mately 60 students from 
the Elementary that par-
ticipated in an event at this 
years UIL competition. 
     The UIL competition is 
where students choose dif-
ferent kinds of categories 
and compete with different 
kids in the same category.  
     The students strive to 
get first place and they 
work very hard to accom-
plish this goal.  
     Seagraves Elementary 
has shown great growth 
through UIL.  
     Over the past ten years 
Seagraves Elementary has 
bumped from fourth place 
to second place as an over-
all school. 
     “We are very proud of 
all our students and teach-
ers. They have worked 
as hard as they can,” said 
Elementary Principal Jr 

Martinez. 
     Now, you are prob-
ably wondering, “Why is 
this UIL competition so 
great?”  
     UIL is a great way to 
have students involved 
with their school. 
     It shows them how to 
be competitive, how to 
work hard, and how to 
work as a team.  
     “When students work 
hard, they set a goal. 
When they achieve that 
goal it makes them want 
to work harder in anything 
they do.” said 3rd grade 
teacher Kade Clark. 
     UIL also helps students 
with their motivation and 
spelling and with problem 
solving skills depending 
on what event they are in.  
     For example if a child 
is in a event called Oral 
Reading, they are expect-
ed to find a poem, know 
it fairly and speak it to the 
judges with confidence. 
     That event helps the 
child with their ability 
to talk in front of people 
without hesitation.  
      Another example 
would be if a child is in a 

Spelling event.  
     The students are given 
a list of higher skilled 
words to spell and that 
event helps a child with 
grammar and vocabulary.  
     “When we have stu-
dents go into UIL and do 
well, like we did this year, 
it boosts their confidence 
making them want to work 
even harder to accomplish 
their other tasks at school 
and anywhere else.” said 
Martinez. 
     Of course, each student 
has a joy of working on 
their event and wanting to 
succeed in it.  
     “When we picked the 
groups for our events, the 
kids that we picked were 
overjoyed.” said 2nd grade 
teacher Mrs. Blackmon.  
     “Every student we 
picked worked hard and 
was willing to put the time 
and effort to work hard.” 
said 4th grade teacher 
Mrs. Millenbine.  
     Overall, Seagraves EL-
ementary did a stupendous 
job in the District UIL 
Competition. 

Elementary UIL 
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A Student Soars

By Gabriela Valles  
     Senior, Paulina Carrillo 
is the student spotlight for 
this edition of The Talon.  
     Paulina was born on 
March 29, 1999 in El Paso, 
Texas and is the daughter 
of Aurora and Juan Car-
rillo. She has two sisters, 
Joanna Perez, who is 27, 
and Aurora Carnero, who 
is 22.  
     Paulina is involved in 
cheerleading, NHS, Stu-
dent Council, and Math 
Club. She is also a talon 

media editor and a class 
officer. 
     Paulina’s favorite orga-
nization is cheerleading. “I 
have made many memo-
ries cheering on our foot-
ball boys on Friday nights 
and I love the excitement 
and momentum the entire 
town gets during games,” 
said Carrillo.  
     In her free time, Pau-
lina likes to spend time 
with her family or work at 
Dixie Dog. 
     Paulina’s favorite teach-
er is Coach Billy Wilson. 
“He has a good way of 
teaching and was always 
interested in what he was 
teaching. He is also very 
nice and I could always 
have a nice conversation 
with him,” said Carrillo.  
     Paulina has high hopes 
for her future. She wants 
to leave Seagraves High 
School with people re-
membering her as a smart, 
nice girl that always took 

care of her schoolwork and 
didn’t try to fit in. 
     Paulina has applied to 
West Texas A&M Uni-
versity in Canyon, Texas. 
There she plans on receiv-
ing her degree for educa-
tion and hopes to become 
a second grade teacher. 
     “I want to be able to 
change children’s lives, 
even if it’s just one,” said 
Carrillo. 
     Paulina wants to take 
all of her memories from 
the past four years of high 
school with her when she 
moves on. “It’s bittersweet 
to know that my time as 
a student here is almost 
over, but I am excited to 
see what my future has in 
store for me,” said Car-
rillo. 
      A quote that Paulina 
lives by is “God is within 
her, she will not fall: God 
will help her at the break 
of day. Psalm 46:5.”

Soaring Athlete

By Paulina Carrillo  
    “Hard work beats talent 
when talent fails to work 
hard”- Kevin Durant. That 
is a quote that motivates 
Richard Longoria when 
playing basketball. Longo-
ria is the basketball soaring 
athlete for this edition of 
The Talon. 
     Longoria is a senior at 
Seagraves High and is the 
son of Joe Longoria. He 
has 4 siblings, Jose, Justin, 
Branden, and Carlos.  
     Longoria is a guard 
and a starter for the Eagles 
Basketball team.  
    “I have a love and pas-
sion for this game, I’ve 
been playing it since I was 

young,” said Longoria.

     Longoria is also a 
captain for the Eagles 
Basketball team and 
is looking forward to 
improving and getting 
better throughout the 
season.  
    “We’ve still got 
things we need to 
improve on, but overall 
we’re making progress. 
The team is doing a 
great job at hustling 
and working hard. As 
for myself, I just need 
to be more consistent 
on my shots and help-

ing rebound. Those little 
things can change a ball 
game,” said Longoria. 
    Along with working on 
rebounds and shots, the 
Eagles have been working 
hard in the weight room 
and are being challenged 
by their coaches. 
    Longoria enjoys being 
coached by Eugene Brown 
and Jim Doughtery. “We 
have really great coaches 
and they’re great guys. 
They’re always giving me 
tips on how I can improve 
my game and they want 
the best for us as a team,” 
said Longoria. 
    Longoria’s teammates 

have very good things to 
say about him and his at-
titude. 
    “Richard always stays 
positive when there are 
negative things around us,” 
said Junior Tanner Ses-
sums. “No matter the situ-
ation, he stays positive in 
the gym, in practice, and 
in the weight room,” said 
Sessums.  
    “He’s a leader on and 
off the court,” said Junior 
Eduardo Casas. “He keeps 
us going even when we’re 
down at games and he 
always tells us not to give 
up,” said Casas. 
    Longoria feels like his 
best game yet was in the 
Klondike Tournament 
against Ballinger. “I scored 
24 points against a really 
good team, and it was a 
great feeling,” said Longo-
ria.  
    With this being his 
senior year, Longoria is 
cherishing the last games 
he plays as a Seagraves 
Eagle. “It really hasn’t hit 
me that this is my last year 
playing basketball. I’m just 
trying to enjoy these last 
moments playing on this 
team for a great school,” 
said Longoria. 

Powerlifting Results- Dimmitt Meet
Raymon Aranda

1st place in 148 weight class, best overall lifter on the boys light platform
Jose Hernandez

1st place in 123 weight class
Michael Spencer

5th place in 181weight class
Zharia Childers

1st place 114 weight class
Bryannah Minjarez 

2nd place in 123 weight class
Karissa Minjarez

2nd place in 132 weight class
Abeni Garcia

2nd place in 181 weight class
Brooke Garza

6th place in 181 weight class
Sirena Minjarez 

1st place 220 weight class, best overall lifter on girls heavy platform
Myrah Miranda

2nd place in 220 weight class
Alexis Gutierrez

1st place in 259 weight class

Girls-2nd Place Team
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ALL-Region 
Band

Hannah Rangel- 9th Chair Flute, Concert Band (JH) 
Samuel Rangel-4th Chair French Horn, Concert Band 

(JH)

Jerry Simental-6th Chair Percussion, Symphonic Band 
(HS)

By Froilan Beltran 
     Many people have 
driven by those smelly 
barns behind the 
elementary school but 
those smelly barns are the 
homes to fifty-two hogs, 
five rabbits, two goats and 
fifteen lambs. With over 
seventy-four animal show 
projects, the Seagraves 
FFA advisors, Zach 
Pipkin and Samantha 

Kinzie, have their work 
cut out for them as they 
help students. They clip 
hogs and shear lambs in 

order to get them ready 
for the Gaines County 
Junior Livestock show. 
    This year, Seagraves 
FFA competed against 
Seminole FFA, Loop 
FFA, and the Gaines 
County 4-H club. 
Seagraves livestock 
exhibitors range from 
five year olds to eighteen 
year olds. Though age 
doesn’t quite matter once 

exhibitors are in the ring 
as the judge only looks at 
their livestock projects. 
    In the Gaines County 

Junior Livestock show 
there are many classes 
for all the animals. With 
male hogs (barras) and 
female pigs (gilts) each 
hog is classified per 
species. This is done to 
all the livestock that is 
exhibited in the show 
before they are shown. 
    Once registered, the 
animals are classified by 
weight and breed. The 
Gaines County Junior 
Livestock county board 

puts the animals into 
waves and exhibitors 
meet their competitors. 
This year, the hog show 
was on Thursday January 
18th, the Lamb show, 
Rabbit show, and Cattle 
show on Friday 19th. 
    The way exhibitors 
show their projects varies 
on the type of animal he/

she shows. Hogs are set to 
walk around in a walking 
ring with their head up, 
as exhibitors are to tap 
the hog with a whip and 
look at the judge while 
walking the hog inside 
the ring. This is a skill 
called showmanship and 
is a skill all judges are 

looking for. 
    Showing lambs is quite 
different. The exhibitor 
walks the lamb around 
the ring then sets the 
lamb up in the center 
of the ring, later the 
judge feels the lamb and 
evaluates it to give the 
exhibitors a place. This is 
also done to the goats in 
the goat show. 
    Rabbits are judged 
a different way. The 
exhibitor sets the rabbit 

on a table and arcs the 
rabbits back to make it 
look like a ball. From 
there the judge picks the 
animal up and evaluates 
the belly part of the rabbit 
and the fur of the rabbit. 
    At the end of the 
Junior Livestock show, 
Seagraves ended with an 
extravagant county show 

with many Breed champs, 
Reserve breed champs, 
and many other awards. 
Exhibitors throughout 
Seagraves FFA left 
Seminole with a happy 
smile and pride in their 
hearts.

Gaines County Stock Show
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Stock Show
Results

Carson Millican: Grand 
Champion Goat & Grand 
Champion Lamb

Karissa Bueno: Breed 
Champion Dorper Lamb

Alexis Garza: Breed 
Champion Spot Barrow

Tyler Falkenbury: Breed 
Champion Southdown 
Lamb

Breana Fleming: Breed 
Champion York Barrow

Sara Casner: Breed Cham-
pion Berkshire Barrow

Yenezah Martinez: Reserve 
Breed Champion Spot Gilt

Kandise Martinez: Reserve 
Breed Champion Duroc 
Barrow

Kiaya White: Reserve 
Breed Champion Berkshire 
Barrow

Mikaela Aguilar: Reserve 
Breed Champion Poland 
Barrow

Kacey Williams: 1st Place 
Lamb

Sara Maddox: 1st Place 
Lamb

Zailie Goen:  1st Place Gilt

Alexis James: 2nd Place 
Lamb       

Alexis Gutierrez: 2nd Place 
Barrow

Brytnie Beltran: 2nd Place 
Lamb  

Elijah Martinez: 2nd Place 
Barrow

Johnathan Fleming: 2nd 
Place Lamb

Jonna Hollis: 2nd Place 
Barrow

Sabrina Williams: 2nd Place 
Lamb

Creed Blackmon: 2nd Place 
Gilt

Evan Martinez: 2nd Place 
Gilt

Robbyn Rodriguez: 2nd 
Place Barrow

Soledad Bueno: 2nd Place 
Barrow

Adrian Perez: 3rd Place 
Goat

Alyssa Pena: 3rd Place Gilt

Asher Sarabia: 3rd Place 
Barrow

Kiana White: 3rd Place Bar-
row

Rebecca Purcella: 3rd Place 
Lamb

Cayden Martinez: 3rd Place 
Gilt

Daniel Carrion: 3rd Place 
Barrow

Eric Arriaga: 3rd Place Bar-
row

Estrella Aguilar: 3rd Place 
Barrow

Zechariah Martinez: 3rd 
Place Gilt

Miranda Fleming: 3rd Place 
Barrow

Zharia Childers: 3rd Place 
Barrow

Albert Gutierrez: 4th Place 
Barrow

Brooklynn James: 4th Place 
Lamb

Froilan Beltran: 4th Place 
Lamb

Eliana Martinez: 4th Place 
Gilt

Daighen Resendez: 4th 
Place Barrow

Jordana Hollis: 4th Place 
Gilt

Kadence Esparza: 4th Place 
Barrow

Zane Thompson: 4th Place 
Gilt

Kyndle Esparza: 4th Place 
Barrow

Zeth Thompson: 4th Place 
Gilt     

Landon Longoria: 4th Place 
Barrow

Marcus Shanklin: 4th Place 
Barrow

Noah Sarabia: 4th Place 
Barrow

Trinity Esparza: 4th Place 
Barrow

Zimrie Goen: 4th Place 
Barrow

Brejon Suniga: 5th Place 
Barrow

Kaitlin Villarreal: 6th Place 
Barrow

Dominick Longoria: 7th 
Place Barrow

Brooklynn Constant: 4th 
place lamb

Cheyenne Constant: 2nd 
place lamb
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