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Working together...Lifting up…Creating hope…one Student at a time.

By Paulina Carrillo

    “If I could write a book 
about this football season, 
I would,” said Senior Eric 
Granillo. “It has been 
amazing and we have 
made some great memo-
ries.”  
    The Seagraves Eagles 
started their playoff run 
on November 10th against 
the Bovina Mustangs. 
With a nail biting game, 
the Eagles brought home 
a 52-49 win putting them 
up against Memphis in the 
area round. With another 
close game and Kicker 
Anthony Conde making 
the extra point, the Eagles 
beat Memphis 21-20. 
    “No one saw us beating 
Memphis, and at one point 
in the game it looked like 
it was over,” said Anthony 
Conde. 
    “We somehow forced a 
fumble that led to scor-
ing the tying touchdown. 
Then we went into over-
time where they scored 
first, but were unable to 
get the two point conver-
sion. We were then able 
to score and win with the 
extra point. It was sort of a 

miracle,” said Conde.  
    The Eagles advanced 
to regionals and faced the 
Roscoe Plowboys.  During 
district play, the Eagles 
lost against the Plowboys 
39-23 but they were deter-
mined to come back and 
beat them in the playoffs. 
Trailing behind 21-6 at 
the half, the Eagles came 
back and defeated the 
Plowboys 29-21, making 
them regional semi-final 
champions.  
    The Eagles were picked 
to lose some of these 
games, but that didn’t stop 
the players from playing to 
the best of their ability, it 
only motivated them more.  
    “These games were the 
best ones,” said Conde. 
“We used all the doubt as 
motivation and were able 
to pull off some pretty 
special upsets.”  
    “We’ve had to overcome 
adversity throughout the 
entire season and learn not 
to give up,” said Granillo. 
“It feels great to prove to 
people that our team is ca-
pable of doing more than 
what they think.” 
    The Eagles made their 
way to Dick Bivins Sta-

dium in Amarillo, Texas 
on December 2 to face the 
Wellington Skyrockets 
in the Quarterfinal game. 
With rain coming down, 
the Eagles fought hard all 
four quarters but came up 
short against the skyrock-
ets, ending their season. 
    “Every year is different 
for one reason or another, 
but this year was dif-
ferent because we were 
underdogs. We had to go 
into every game with a 
different mentality,” said 
Granillo. 
    “Most people thought 
that since we lost so 
much talent last year we 
wouldn’t be as good, but 
we proved them wrong all 
year,” said Conde.  
   “Our team has accom-
plished a lot this year and 
our biggest achievement 
was getting far in the 
playoffs and enjoying it 
with the team I love,” said 
Quarterback Davin Rodri-
guez.  
    “It felt great know-
ing that we could still 
play football while most 
couldn’t,” said Rodriguez. 
    “We knew being in the 
playoffs was going to be 

a challenge, and we knew 
that none of our games 
were going to be easy 
since we were the third 
seed in district, but that 
just made us practice even 
harder,” said Conde. 
    “It’s been a great expe-
rience playing with this 
team and bringing home 
those gold balls,” said 
Freshman Alan Mendoza. 
    Although their season 
has ended, these young 
men have high hopes and 
expectations for next year. 
    “We are losing a lot of 
seniors this year, but we 
are still going to have a 
lot of skill and we have 
younger players that I be-
lieve will step up by next 
year,” said Conde.  
    “As a senior next year, 
I plan to work harder and 
be back playing in Decem-
ber,” said Rodriguez.  
    “I think as we improve 
and become a team again, 
we can do this again next 
year,” said Mendoza. 
    “I see the team mak-
ing another run for it next 
year,” said Granillo. “This 
program knows how to 
win, and tradition is hard 
to change.”

Eagles Excel in  
Football Playoffs
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Chapters 

By Toni Polyak, 
Gaines County Library - Seagraves Branch 

Chapter 1: Operation 
Read….It’s that time of 
year again! The Seagraves 
Branch Library is work-
ing in partnership with the 
Seagraves Volunteer Fire 
Department and the Toys 
for Tots Program. The li-
brary will donate all new/
unused books for youth 
Birth-12 years of age. The 
deadline for donations is 
Dec 7th.  Please bring the 
books to the Seagraves 
Branch Library! 
    Chapter 2: Christmas 
Traditions around the 
World…Iceland is an 
country that celebrates 
the Christmas Season in a 
most interesting way! 
       Christmas is often 
known as ‘Yule’ or ‘Jól’ 
in Iceland. This comes 
from the ancient winter 
solstice celebrations, that 
were taken over by the 
early Christians. Yule also 
includes the New Year 
celebrations. 
     There are lots of cus-
toms and traditions about 
Yule in Iceland. The Yule 
season consists of the fol-
lowing days: 
      Þorláksmessa - St. 
Thorlakur’s Day - Decem-
ber 23rd 
Iceland’s major Saint 
is ‘heilagur Þorlákur 
Þórhallsson’, or ‘St. 
Thorlakur Thorhallsson’, 
the Bishop of Skálholt. 
December 23rd, is the 
day on which he died. On 
St. Thorlakur’s Day, the 
main custom is eating of 
a simple meal of skata or 
skate, (fish).  The Yule (or 
Christmas) tree is usually 
decorated on this day. This 
is also a big shopping day 
for last minute gifts, with 
stores remaining open 
until midnight. 
    Aðfangadagur - Christ-
mas Eve / Yule Eve 
Celebrations start at 
Iceland at 6.00pm on 
Yule Eve. This may have 
come from old Icelandic 
tradition, when a new 
day started at 6.00pm not 
midnight. Icelandic chil-
dren open their presents 
after the evening meal 
on Aðfangadagur. This is 
when the Yule celebrations 
really start! (TV used to 
stop at about 5.00pm and 
restarted at 10.00pm! But 
now TV is on all through 
the christmas period.) 
     Jóladagur - Christmas 
Day / Yule Day 
Jóladagur is usually cel-
ebrated with the extended 
family. The main Yule 
meal is ‘Hangikjöt’, a leg 
of roast lamb. Sometimes 
‘Rjúpa’ (Rock Ptarmigan 
a sea bird) is also eaten. 
Another Yule meal spe-
ciality is ‘Laufabrauð’ or 
leaf bread. This is made 
of thin sheets of dough cut 
into delicate patterns and 
fried. Each family often 
has their own patterns for 
the Laufabrauð. 
    Annar Jóladagur - Box-
ing Day 
This is another day for 
visiting friends and fam-
ily and eating lots more! 
Public entertainment is 
considered inappropri-
ate on Yule Eve and Yule 
Day, and it is on Boxing 
Day that dancing is again 
allowed in public! 
    Gamlárskvöld / Nýárs-
dagur - New Year’s Eve / 
New Year’s Day 
This is one of the most 
important nights of the 
year in Iceland and there 

are several magical tradi-
tions that are supposed 
to happen on it! Cows 
are meant to be able to 
talk, seals take on human 
form, the dead rise from 
their graves, and the Elves 
move house. 
    Bonfires have been lit 
on Gamlárskvöld since 
the late 1700s. People 
also have big fireworks 
displays to bring in the 
New Year. This is called 
‘sprengja út árið’ or ‘blow-
ing out the year’. 
    Þrettándinn - Epiphany 
- January 6th 
This is the last day of 
Yule, celebrated with 
bonfires and Elfin dances. 
Many of the magical 
traditions associated with 
New Year’s Eve are also 
supposed to happen at 
Þrettándinn. 
    Happy/Merry Christ-
mas/Yule in Icelandic is 
‘Gleðileg jól’. Happy/
Merry Christmas in lots 
more languages. 
    One other big Yule 
custom is the coming of 
the ‘Jólasveinarnir’ or 
Yuletide Lads. These are 
magical people who come 
from the mountains in 
Iceland and each day from 
December 12th to Yule 
Eve a different Jólasveinn 
(Yuletide lad) comes. 
    Jólasveinar first came to 
Iceland in the 17th century 
as the sons of Grýla and 
Leppalúði, a couple of 
child-eating, bloodthirsty 
ogres!!! 
    Here are thirteen of the 
most common names of 
the Jólasveinar: 
Stekkjarstaur - Gimpy 
Giljagaur - Gully Imp 
Stúfur - Itty Bitty 
Þvörusleikir - Pot Scraper 
Licker 
Pottasleikir - Pot Licker 
Askasleikir - Bowl Licker 
Hurðaskellir - Door Slam-
mer 
Skyrgámur - Skyr Gob-
bler (Skyr, an Icelandic 
yoghurt) 
Bjúgnakrækir - Sausage 
Snatcher 
Gluggagægir - Window 
Peeper 
GáttaÞefur - Doorway 
Sniffer 
Ketkrókur - Meat Hooker 
Kertasníkir - Candle Beg-
gar 
    The Jólasveinar are 
thought of as playful imps 
or elves who like lots to 
eat and playing little tricks 
on people. 
    They leave little pres-
ents for children in shoes 
placed on the windowsill. 
If children have been 
naughty, they might leave 
a potato or little message 
telling them to be good. 
They start going home 
on Christmas Day, with 
the last one leaving on 
Þrettándinn. 
    Presents might also be 
brought by Jólasveinn 
(Yule Man). 
    It is traditional in Ice-
land that everybody has 
a new piece of clothing 
for Yule and also often a 
book. Children also tradi-
tionally receive a candle 
and sometimes a pack of 
cards. 
    There are no native 
evergreen trees in Iceland, 
so the first Yule or Christ-
mas Trees were Rowan 
(mountain ash). The first 
recorded Yule tree was in 
1862. People then started 
to make Yule Trees from a 
central pole with branches 

attached to it and it was all 
painted green. 
    Nowadays, there are 
evergreen trees grown on 
Iceland and people have 
evergreen Yule trees. It is 
traditional to have a star 
or crown on top of the 
tree. The Icelandic Flag 
is also commonly used 
as a decoration. The tree 
is normally decorated on 
Þorláksmessa or early 
Christmas Eve. A very 
large tree stands outside 
Reykjavík (the capital of 
Iceland) Cathedral and is 
a yearly present from the 
people of Oslo, Norway. 
    Like in Finland, cem-
eteries are often lit up and 
decorated with Christmas 
lights over Christmas. 
    Chapter 3: Book Re-
view…’Manitou Canyon’, 
by William Kent Krueger, 
is another compelling 
story by this excellent 
suspense author. Krueger 
first introduced us to his 
character, Detective Cork 
O’Connor, in the book 
‘Iron Lake’. ‘Manitou 
Canyon’ is #15 and con-
tinues to hold the readers’ 
interest, actually more so 
if they have read the previ-
ous books.  
    “Manitou Canyon’ is 
set, as are most of the 
other books in this series, 
in the beautiful boundary 
waters of northern Minne-
sota. The Anishinaabe In-
dian culture plays a large 
part in the entire series of 
books.  
    O’Connor, part Irish 
and part Anishinaabe, 
has always considered 
November to the cruelest 
of months, one in which 
tragedy has continued to 
strike his family in previ-
ous years. This November 
could bring happiness at 
last as his daughter’s mar-
riage is planned.  How-
ever, concern comes to 
head when a man camping 
in the boundary waters 
goes missing. When the 
official search ends with 
no recovery or even a hint 
as to what has happened, 
Cork is asked by the man’s 
family to stay on the case. 
Cork accepts the challenge 
and returns to that vast 
wilderness, accompanied 
by the missing man’s 
granddaughter. What en-
sues are unexpected twists 
that makes this book an 
excellent read and a 5 star 
rating!  
    Chapter 4: The Gaines 
County Libraries will 
close for the Christmas 
Holidays at 12 Noon, De-
cember 23rd and re-open 
Tuesday, December 27th. 
    We wish you all a beau-
tiful Christmas! May your 
days be Merry and Bright, 
may you spend time with 
all you love, may you cel-
ebrate the Reason for the 
Season, and may Santa be 
good to you!  
    Chapter 5: Holiday 
Reads….Don’t forget to 
come by the library and 
check out our selection 
of Holiday books. All are 
uplifting and will fill you 
with Christmas Cheer! 
    Chapter 6: Christ-
mas Quote: “I will honor 
Christmas in my heart, and 
try to keep it all the year!” 
~ Charles Dickens

By Paulina Carrillo 

    According to https://
no-shave.org/, No Shave 
November is a web-based, 
non-profit organization 
devoted to growing can-
cer awareness and raising 
funds to support cancer 
prevention, research, and 
education.  
    “The goal of No Shave 
November is to grow 
awareness by embracing 
our hair, which many can-
cer patients lose, and let-
ting it grow wild and free. 
Donate the money you 
typically spend on shaving 
and grooming to educate 
about cancer prevention, 
save lives, and aid those 
fighting the battle.”  

    SISD has a strict dress 
code regulation that re-
quires all young men to 
have a clean shaved face 
at all times. Senior Tee 
Rodgers was determined 
to participate in No Shave 
November so he decided 
to take charge and request 
that the young men at Sea-
graves High participate in 
this organization.    
    To get this approved, 
Rodgers got help from 
English teacher Kandace 
Floyd and wrote a letter to 
the administrators explain-
ing the meaning behind 
No Shave November and 
what the funds would 
benefit. Rodgers requested 
that the young men pay 
ten dollars and donate the 

money raised to a prostate 
cancer association and 
research.  
    “I was persistent on par-
ticipating in NSN because 
my family has dealt with 
prostate cancer as well 
as other families in the 
school,” said Rodgers.  
    “It’s good that we were 
able to do this,” said par-
ticipant Senior Elijah Gon-
zales. “We were able to 
show off our hair because 
many cancer patients 
aren’t able to do that.”  
    “I’m glad that I got 
to start the trend for No 
Shave November at Sea-
graves to support prostate 
cancer and research,” said 
Rodgers. 

No Shave November

Before    &     After

Tee Rodgers

Raul Lozano

Johnathan Nicolas

Elijah Gonzales

Daniel Carrion

Erik Valles
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When Eagles  Soar
Alumni Spotlight

By Paulina Carrillo 

    Ruben M Valles is the 
Alumni Spotlight for this 
edition of The 
Talon.  
    Valles was 
raised in Sea-
graves his entire 
life and graduat-
ed with the class 
of 1997. He cur-
rently still lives 
in Seagraves. 
    In High 
School, Valles 
was involved in 
FTA, Football, 
and Tennis. 
    Valles is currently the 
manager at Higginbotham 
Brothers in Seagraves. He 
has worked there for 13 
years.  
    “I love to work in re-
tail,” said Valles. “I started 
at HBC as a yardman and 
I worked my way up to 
being the manager.”  
    Ruben is married to 

Christy Valles, who is 
the operations manager at 
First United Bank in Sea-
graves. They have been 
married for 19 years. 
    Valles has two chil-
dren, Gabriela who is a 
senior and Erik who is a 
sophomore. Both of his 
children attend Seagraves 
High School and are very 
involved in school activi-
ties. 
    Valles is very involved 
with the community of 
Seagraves. He is part of 
the Rotary Club, Vice 
President of the Seagraves 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Athletic Booster Club 
Member, and Sunday 
School Teacher at Send-
ero/Pathway A/G. He also 

referees at local football 
and basketball games. 
    Valles quoted Psalm 
133:1 “How good and 
pleasant it is when God’s 
people live together in 
unity.” “Seagraves will 
always be my home,” said 
Valles. “I love the people 
here and the whole com-
munity.”

JH Basketball
By Gazmynn Rodriguez

    The Junior High basket-
ball teams started of their 
seasons on November 14th, 
2016. 
     The boys’ basketball 
coaches are, Coach Todd 
Sessums and Coach Steve 
Heryford. The 7th and 8th 
grade boys are a combined 
team. The boys traveled to 
Andrews over the week-
end and won the Andrews 
tournament. Their season 
record so far is 1-2. 
    The girls’ 7th grade 
basketball coach is Coach 
Corbin Brooks. The 7th 
grade team this year is 
split into two groups. 
There is an A team and B 
team. 
    “We need to work on 
form shooting and taking 
better shots,” Brooks said, 
“The team looked good 

for their first game, they 
moved the ball around 
well, and played great de-
fense. We still have ways 
to go.” Brooks’ teams play 
with extreme intensity and 
their defense abilities have 
really helped them win ball 
games. These two teams 
are undefeated and Brooks 
plans to keep it that way. 
    The girls’ 8th grade 
coach is Coach Billy Wil-
son. “This group of girls 
have played a lot together,” 
Wilson said, “They get 
along well as a team. I 
would like to improve on 
shooting and working on 
how many turnovers we 
cause during a game.” 
Their season record so far 
is 2-1. 
    The coaches are look-
ing forward to improve as 
much as they can as the 
season continues to go on.

Girls Basketball
 

By Zharia Childers 
 
    The Lady Eagles 
jumped into their 2016-
17 basketball season on 
November 11th with a win 
over Sudan. They have 
had four more games since 
then, the team played 
Forsan, Lockney, Farwell, 
and New Deal. They Lady 
Eagles took on New Deal 
in New Deal on November 
29th, both JV and Varsity 
won their games. 
    “I feel that the 2016-17 
season should be a suc-
cessful one,” said Varsity 
head coach. Tami Wilson, 
“The girls are working 
harder and are even more 
excited about our season.” 
    The JV team competed 
in the Seagraves freshmen 
tournament where they got 
first place. Since then, they 
participated in the Denver 
City tournament where 
they won one game and 
lost two. The Varsity Lady 
Eagles participated in the 
Anton tournament where 
they lost one game and 
won two, bringing home 
3rd place. Both JV and 
Varsity will participate in 
the Farwell tournament 
Dec. 8th-10th. 
    District play for the 
Lady Eagles start on Janu-
ary 16th, against Morton 
in Morton. JV will play 
at 4:00pm and the Varsity 
will follow at 6:30pm. 
     “Going into district I 
feel that Sundown will be 
our toughest competition 
because they have a strong 
senior class and are big in 
size and numbers,” said 
Coach Wilson.  
    The Lady Eagles will 

take on Sundown here 
in Seagraves on January 
20th, this will be the game 
to watch. 
    “I feel that Sundown 
will always be our tough-
est competition,” said JV 
post, Perla Gallegos, “Sun-
down has always given us 
competition, even since 
Junior High.”  
    The girls are work-
ing hard every day to get 
better in the gym and the 
classroom, they practice 
every day after school. 
The team has set goals 
they hope to accomplish 
during their season. 
    “Our number one goal is 
to stay together as a team, 
we get along very well as a 
team on and off the court,” 
said Varsity post, Brooke 
Garza, “Other goals that 
we have set is to make 
playoffs and just give it 
our all in practice and in 
games.” 
    Although the teams 
have lost a few games, 
the team manages to stay 
motivated and get better. 
They work hard in practice 
to better themselves for the 
next game.  
    “When we lose I try and 
keep my head up so I can 
motivate my teammates to 
do the same,” said Varsity 
post, Sirena Minjarez, “I 
also try to motivate my 
team by pushing them to 
do their best and let them 
know that it’s our game 
and to keep a positive at-
titude.” 
    The Lady Eagles expect 
to have a successful year. 
They will continue to work 
hard and focus on the posi-
tives.
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By Brooke Garza 
 
    As everyone may 
know, the United States 
just went through a major 
change. The presidential 
elections took place on 
November 8th, 2016. The 
final candidates, Donald 
Trump and Hillary Clin-
ton fought very hard to get 
where they were. In case 
you didn’t already know, 
Donald Trump won the 
presidential election.  
    In this election fight, 
there have been several 
offensive comments and 
actions that took place that 
came from both nomi-
nees. Most Americans 
believed that neither of 
the two candidates were 
the right fit for the job. For 
the past about year, there 
have been major political 
arguments throughout our 
nation.  
    According to Nation-
alReview.com “It was a 
historic end to a campaign 
between two historic can-
didates: the first woman 
to be the presidential 
nominee of a major party 
and the first major-party 
nominee with no political 
or military experience. 
They were the two most 
unpopular candidates in 
American history, bat-
tling it out in an ugly and 
divisive campaign.” 
    Every president in the 
past has had some sort 
of political or military 
experience before run-
ning for president, unlike 
Donald Trump. We have 
also never had a female 
president. Neither candi-
date were a popular choice 
for the position. 
    “I feel like everyone 
is tired of politics. that is 
why they chose the can-
didate who had the least 
experience.” Becky Jef-
ferson, U.S. History and 
Economics teacher, said.  
    No presidential candi-
date in the past has ever 
been a reality TV star or 
owned a chain of casinos 
and hotels. Trump be-
lieved his experience with 
deal making put him in a 
good spot to become the 
next president. 
    “Donald Trump threat-
ened to jail Hillary Clin-
ton. He admitted paying 
no federal income taxes 
and threw his running 
mate under the bus on 
foreign policy.” CNN.
com said. “The Republi-
can nominee dismissed 
his sexually aggressive 
comments about women 
as “locker room talk.” He 
attacked Hillary Clinton 
over Bill Clinton’s alleged 
sexual misconduct. And 
he repeatedly made false 
claims and factual errors.” 

    Each nominee found 
several different ways to 
attack each other dur-
ing the presidential run. 
However, most of the 
issues that were brought 
up between the candidates 
were from years past, 
before they chose to run 
for president, and it was 
nothing very recent. 
    “No one has ever seen 
a presidential debate like 
this before.” BostonGlobe.
com said. “It’s unpredict-
able.”  
    No one ever knew what 
would come next from the 
two nominees. They were 
fighters, and they won’t 
stop till they get what they 
want. 
    “Of all the presidential 
debates in the past, this 
one is the hardest to get 
a handle on in advance,” 
Alan Schroeder, a North-
eastern University journal-
ism professor said. “Part 
of this is that Trump is so 
inconsistent and could say 
anything.”

Why was the 2016 elec-
tion so  Historical?

A Student Soars

By Brooke Garza

    Senior, Evan Anderson 
is the student spotlight for 
this edition of the Talon. 
    Evan was born in Semi-
nole, Tx on November 
30, 1998. He is the son of 
Sonya Anderson and Jeff 
Robinson. He has two sis-
ters, Nekia Anderson who 
is 21, and Asjai Anderson 
who is 16 and a sophomore 
in high school. 
    Evan plays varsity 
football and basketball. In 
Evans free time he likes to 
hang out with his friends 
and listen to music. After 
high school, Evan plans on 
becoming a welder and a 
barber. 
    Judy Odom, English and 
Government teacher who 
also nominated Evan for 
student spotlight, said she 
nominated him because he 
has a much-improved work 

ethic this 
year.  
    “I enjoy 
Evan’s writ-
ing,” Kan-
dace Floyd, 
English 
teacher said, 
“He has 
some very 
interesting 
thoughts and 
stories to tell. 

He is also very polite.” 
    “Evan is very quiet. 
He always has an answer, 
when he’s called on. He 
takes care of business and 
always does his work,” 
said Odom. 
    “I have enjoyed watch-
ing Evan become more 
comfortable expressing 
himself in his writing,” 
Floyd said.  
    “Over the years,” Ms. 
Odom said, “Evan has 
really matured since I met 
him, he has a no nonsense 
attitude in class.” 
    “Evan is doing great. It’s 
a lot of fun to have him in 
class.” Floyd said. 
    “He has a genuine 
smile,” said Odom. “He 
comes to class ready to 
work and he never com-
plains or whines. He is a 
great young man.”

Veterans 
Day

By Gabriela Valles

    Veterans Day which is 
also known as Armistace 
Day was on November 11, 
2016. 
        Armistace Day was 
originnlay intended to 
honor those who served 
in the first world war. Af-
ter World War 
II and the Kore-
an War, the 83rd 
U.S. Congress re-
moved the word 
“Armistace” and 
made it “Veter-
ans.” 
    This made it 
to where all vet-
erans of all wars 
will be honored 
for their sacrific-
es for our coun-

try. 
    Every year, SISD 
puts together a Vet-
erans Day program 
to honor the men 
and women who 
have served for our 
country. 
    On Thursday, 
November 10th, 
SISD did just that. 
    The program 
started out with the 
welcome which was 

followed by the pledges 
and National Anthem. 
    The students of SISD as 
well as the staff, prepared 
poems and songs for the 
Veterans. 
    The guest speaker was 
Gary Vaughn, who is the 
Texas South Plains honor 
flight president. 

    

Students present-
ed a flag and carna-
tion to the veterans as 
their branch song was 
played. 
    After the program, a 
meal was provided for 
the Veterans. 
    SISDs goal for the 
program is to show 
how much we appreci-
ate our local veterans 
and to educate the stu-
dents the importance 
of Veterans Day.

Defensive New Comer: 

Jose Hernandez   Junior

1st Team Offense

Receivers:    

Richard Longoria  Senior  

Tight End: 

Quashus Williams    Senior

Offensive Line:              

Cristian Blanco     Senior 

1st Team Defense

Defensive Tackle:        

Daniel Pinon    Senior

Defensive End: 

Quashus Williams   Senior 

Inside Line Backer:

 Raymon Aranda   Senior

Outside Line Backer:

Richard Longoria    Senior 

Defensive Back:

 Evan Anderson  Senior

 2nd Team Offense

Quarter Back:

 Davin Rodriguez   Junior

Full Back:

Raymon Aranda   Senior 

Receivers:

 Tanner Sessums   Junior   

Offensive Line:

Fernando Miranda Sophomore 

Kicker: 

Anthony Conde  Junior

2nd Team Offense

Defensive Tackle:   

Cristian Blanco   Senior  

Defensive Backs:     

Eric Granillo  Senior  

Utility Player:           

Will Wilkins  Senior

Football District Honors
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Gaines County Library 
System will be hosting the 
7th annual Operation Read 
Book Drive for the Christ-
mas Holidays beginning 
Monday, November 28. 
New, unwrapped books 
should be delivered to the 
Seagraves Library Branch 
no later than Wednesday, 
December 7. The last day 
to drop off new books to 
the Main Library Branch 
in Seminole is Thursday, 
December 15. The goal 
is to collect a total of 220 
new books to be distrib-
uted to local children in 
need throughout Gaines 
County. 
    Operation Read is 
asking all residents of 
the community to please 
get involved in spreading 
some Christmas joy by 
helping foster the love of 
reading to children in our 
county. Folks are urged 
to bring unwrapped, new 
books to either Library 
Branch, for boys and 
girls ages birth through 
12-years old. 

    The Main Library 
Branch in Seminole will 
be working in partner-
ship with the Seminole 
Optimist Club’s annual 
Christmas Project while 
the Gaines County Li-
brary-Seagraves Branch 
is working in partnership 
with the Seagraves Volun-
teer Fire Department and 
Toys for Tots for children 
in the Seagraves area 
    Operation Read enables 
Gaines County youth to 
enjoy a gift that will last a 
lifetime and helps to foster 
the love of reading and 
offers everyone a way to 
join in the Christmas spirit 
of giving. 
    For more information, 
please contact either loca-
tion of the Gaines County 
Library at 432-758-4007 
in Seminole or the Sea-
graves Branch Library at 
806-546-2480. Addresses 
for the two library branch-
es are 704 Hobbs Hwy, 
Seminole and 311 Hill 
Street in Seagraves.

7th Annual Operation Read Book 
Drive – Books Build Dreams and 

Dreams Can Become Reality

By Gazmynn Rodriguez

The Comanche Indians 
are a Native American 
group from the Great 
Plains. They have hunted, 
fought, traded, and trav-
eled around many places 
in Texas. 
   In 2011, Charles A. 
Smith designed a 22-foot 
tall steel arrow that was 
put around places where 
chief, Quanah Parker and 
the tribe traveled.  
   The arrows are placed in 
about 52 different coun-
ties across Texas and mark 
where Quanah Parker and 
the Comanche Indians 

once walked. This huge 
tail across Texas is called 
the “Quanah Parker Trail.” 
   Tourists and even na-
tives of Texas can travel 
around to all the different 
sites where the arrows are 
placed. 
    Some counties have 
more than one arrow but 
some have yet to have one 
placed. Most of the arrows 
are in plain sight but some 
are off path. 
   The “Quanah Parker 
Trail” would make a great 
road trip and you could 
learn a lot about the his-
tory of the mysterious 
arrows.

“Didn’t I just see that arrow?”

Soaring Athlete

By Gabriela Valles

    The soaring athlete for 
this edition of the Talon is 
sophomore, Brooke Garza. 
    Garza is the daughter 
of Coach Jesse Garza and 
counselor Shelby Garza. 
She has two siblings, Jalen 
Garza and Raelee Garza. 
    “I have always been an 
aggressive and competi-
tive person,” Garza said 
“Through basketball, I get 
to show it on the court.” 
    Garzas favorite thing 
about basketball is having 
a good team who soon be-
comes like a second fam-
ily. “I think I was picked 
to be the soaring athlete 
because I do my best and 
give 110% on the court.” 
    “Being able to play 
basketball is a gift from 

God,” said Garza. “I’m 
happy I get this opportuni-
ty to play with my friends. 
A challenge that I have is 
trying not to get frustrated 
during the game. It’s very 
easy to get mad because 
the referee didn’t make the 
right call or just at a team-
mate.” 
    Garza looks up to se-
nior, Zharia Childers, who 
is also her teammate. 
    “Coach Wilson always 
pushes us during practice 
and during our games 
because she knows exactly 
what we are capable of,” 
said Garza. 
    Brooke’s bible verse 
that motivates her is: 
Whatever you do, work at 
it with all of your heart, 
as working for the Lord. 
Colossians 3:23

By Caleb Martinez 
    

     Each year, Seagraves 
Elementary hosts a hot 
dog banquet. The banquet 
is for the children who 
read for a certain number 
of minutes. 
    The RED reading 
program stands for Read 
Every Day. 
    Once the six weeks are 
up, teachers tally up who 
stayed consistent through 
the six weeks and they are 
invited to attend the hot 
dog banquet. 
    177 students from 
Kindergarten to 5th grade 
participated in the pro-
gram.  
    At the hot dog banquet, 
students and parents were 

fed hot dogs and then the 
students were awarded 
with certificates. 
    One teacher gave the 
certificate and another 
teacher gave the student a 
small bag to congratulate 
them on reading every 
day. 
    Seagraves Elementary 
encourages parents to con-
tinue reading with their 
students. 
    “Reading with your 
child can benefit them in 
their education throughout 
their life.” said Elemen-
tary Principal, Ovidio Jr. 
Martinez. 
    Overall, the RED Read-
ing Program had a huge 
growth with children hav-
ing a desire to read.

Hot Dog Banquet

Hannah Rangel and Samuel Rangel 
made the Region 16 Middle School A/

AA concert All Region Band.
Samuel made 4th chair french horn and 

Hannah made 9th chair flute.

JH OAP
 

By Sirena Minjarez 
 
    Junior High with get-
ting the place of third 
doing their best. Saturday 
December the third Junior 
High One Act Play team 
went to compete at Plains 
Texas. Competing with the 
teams of Sundown, Plains, 
Tahoka, and Morton. The 
One Act Play Director of 
the Junior High is Kan-
dace Floyd.  
    There are some great 
things that happen in OAP 
that not all people notice. 
    “Everyone starts out a 
little lost, but by the time 
we go to contest, it’s fasci-
nating to see how they’ve 
worked to find their char-
acters actions and person-
alities,” said Floyd. 
    One Act play there can 
also be some difficult 
times. You have to get lots 
and lots of practice in. The 
reasoning is because the 
cast, understudy, and crew 
have to remember their 
lines and scene equip-
ments be memory.  
   “The most difficult part 
of One-Act season is jug-
gling everyone’s schedule. 
All the students are so 
busy with athletics and 
band and other UIL events 
that it’s sometimes a chal-
lenge to get everyone in 

the same place at the same 
time,” said Floyd. 
    When the Junior High 
went to compete in Plains, 
some of the kids earned 
medals. 
    Working hard and 
getvting to enjoy their self 
some after the hard work 
they put in. 
    “Zimrie Goen earned 
outstanding crew member, 
Gabriela Carrion earned 
Honorable Mention All 
Star Cast, Lexi Garza & 
Jacob Amesquita earned 
All Star Cast honors.” 
    As the Junior High 
One Act Play Director, 
“Ms. Floyd did a great 
job working with the 
students,” said the Junior 
High Principal Glenn 
Thompson. 
    Wanting to give a 
specially CONGRATU-
LATION to the following 
kids in OAP… Cast- 
Mayra Lozano, Gabriela 
Carrion, Destiny Bar-
rera, Kristin Grundstrom, 
Landon Longoria, Jacob 
Amesquita, Lexi Garza, 
Brytnie Beltran, Bradlee 
Lemon, Kadence Esparza. 
Understudy- Hannah 
Rangel, Bianca Negrete, 
Hector Cardenas, Kyndle 
Esparza. Crew- Karissa 
Bueno, Yudith Aranda, 
Joshua Ruiz, Zimrie 
Goen, E’shyra Hall.

JH OAP cast and crew 

JH OAP cast and crew  individual awards

JH All-Region 
Band
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SEAGRAVES LADY EAGLES
JV - VARSITY

2016-2017

 DATE OPPONENT SITE TIME
OCT. 29TH SCRIMMAGE (MEADOW/TRINITY) HOME 10:00
NOV. 3RD SCRIMMAGE (ROOSEVELT) AWAY 3:30
NOV. 8TH SHALLOWATER AWAY 5:00, 6:30
NOV. 11TH SUDAN AWAY 5:00 6:30
NOV. 15TH FORSAN AWAY 5:00, 6:30

NOV. 17TH, 19TH SEAGRAVES JV. TOURNAMENT HOME TBA
NOV. 21ST LOCKNEY HOME 4:00, 5:30
NOV. 22ND FARWELL HOME 4:00, 5:30
NOV. 29TH NEW DEAL AWAY 7:00, 5:30

DEC. 1ST-3RD ANTON TOURNAMENT (VARSITY) AWAY TBA
DEC. 1ST-3RD DENVER CITY TOURNAMENT (JV) AWAY TBA

DEC. 6TH KLONDIKE AWAY 5:00, 6:30
DEC. 8TH-10TH FARWELL TOURNAMENT AWAY TBA

DEC. 12TH LUBBOCK TITANS HOME 7:00
DEC. 29TH MULESHOE HOME 2:00, 3:30
JAN. 6TH *MORTON AWAY 4:00, 6:30
JAN. 10TH *SMYER AWAY 6:30
JAN. 13TH *PLAINS HOME 5:00, 6:30
JAN. 17TH *TAHOKA AWAY 4:00, 6:30
JAN. 20TH *SUNDOWN HOME 4:30, 6:00
JAN. 24TH *MORTON HOME 4:30, 6:00
JAN 27TH *SMYER HOME 6:00
JAN. 31ST *PLAINS AWAY 5:00, 6:30
FEB 3RD *TAHOKA HOME 4:30, 6:00
FEB. 7TH *SUNDOWN AWAY 5:00, 6:15

HEAD COACH: TAMI WILSON

ASST. COACH:  TEDDY DUNCAN

ATHLETIC DIRECTOR:  JAMIE HUMPHRIES

PRINCIPAL:  JOSH GOEN
SUPERINTENDENT:  DR. KEVIN SPILLER

806-773-6189, 806-387-2520

OCT. 13

JV Lady Eagles

VarsityLady Eagles

8th GradeLady Eagles

7th GradeLady Eagles


