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INTRODUCTION  

The entire Florence ELEMENTARY Handbook supplement may be found on the Florence ISD Website.  

It informs parents and their children about school rules and procedures that have been developed to provide 

the best learning environment for all students. The information included on this supplement is only part 

of the Florence Elementary Student Handbook. Please read the Florence I.S.D. Student Handbook, the 

FISD Student Code of Conduct, and the Acceptable Use Policy carefully.  Then sign the FISD forms 

acknowledging that you have received these documents and return the forms to your child’s teacher. 

SCHOOL PROCEDURES  

Visitors (Parents/Guardians and/or Other Visitors)  

The Florence ISD Return to In-Person Instruction and Continuity of Services Plan provides guidance on 

whether or not visitors are allowed in FISD schools. That plan can be accessed on the Florence ISD 

webpage. 

If/when visitors are permitted on campuses, the parameters outlined here will be followed. 

1. All visitors (including parents and volunteers) must first report to the main office, sign in, present their 

driver’s license or appropriate identification, and wear a visitor’s badge while in the building. Parents, 

visitors, and volunteers are not to go directly to the classroom.  

2. Students’ friends are not allowed to visit on campus.  

3. Unauthorized persons and visitors who cause disturbances or interfere with learning will be subject to 

prosecution.  

4. Classroom parent visits to observe instruction require principal approval.  

5. Classroom visitors must not disrupt the learning environment.  

Telephone Usage  

School telephones are for school business. Students’ telephone access will be limited to illness and 

emergency usage only. 

Students Leaving Campus  

A student MUST BE SIGNED OUT IN THE OFFICE by a parent/guardian listed on the registration form 

to leave campus for any reason. Valid identification must be presented to the front office prior to taking a 

student out of school. A student will not be released from the classroom until his/her parent/guardian has 

signed him/her out of school. 

Before School/Arrival to School 

Arrival: 

• School personnel will be available to monitor your children at 7:20 a.m. in the FES cafeteria. 

• Children will report to class starting at 7:20 a.m. 

https://www.florenceisd.net/92057_2
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• All children will be offered a free breakfast, Pre-K will eat in the cafeteria. K- 5th will eat in 

classrooms. 

• School begins at 7:40 a.m., and tardiness will be documented.  Please have your children at 

school ready to learn on time each school day.  

 

***What if I want to walk my child to class?  

• The first few days of school are full of anxiety.  Please feel free to walk your children to class 

the first two days and quickly say goodbye at the classroom door. 

• From August 16th on, please allow your children to experience their independence by joining 

their peers in the cafeteria and walking to his/her class as a group. 

 

Children must not arrive at school before 7:20 a.m. since no official supervision is scheduled. Children 

should not enter the classroom before 7:20 a.m. Teachers are preparing for the day. Parents who need to 

speak to a teacher should call during the teacher’s conference time to make an appointment. Parents can 

help children learn to be independent by allowing them to walk to classrooms by themselves.  

After School/Dismissal 

The instructional day ends at 3:20 p.m. Parents should not come to the classroom to pick up a child. Please 

wait for your child in your car or at the front of the building, not in the hallways by the classrooms. 

Teachers need to be able to release the students in an orderly fashion and need your cooperation. Parents 

waiting in hallways and looking in classrooms distract students receiving instructions at the end of the day 

and hinder teachers from dismissing children in an orderly fashion.   All students that walk or ride bicycles 

home are to leave the school grounds immediately after being released.  

Cars should not be parked in or block the bus lanes. Park cars in designated areas only and do not leave 

cars unattended. Unattended cars create unnecessary delays in pickup and delivery of students and present 

safety hazards. If picking up your child on time becomes a problem, please make arrangements for 

childcare after school or for someone else who is authorized to pick up your child.  Some key information 

about dismissal is as follows: 

• Students will be dismissed at 3:20 p.m. beginning with those children who walk home. 

• Students that ride a bus will then be dismissed.  If your child is riding home with another 

student, he or she must bring a note from home signed by his or her parent or guardian. 

• If you change the way your child is going home, contact the office prior to 2:00 p.m.  This 

gives a respectable time to contact the teacher to ensure the safest dismissal of your child. 

• Car riders will receive car tags to hang from your rearview mirror at Meet-the-Teacher night.  

Please use these tags beginning the first day of school. 

Bicycles  

Students may ride bicycles to school. Bicycles must be parked in the designated area upon arrival and 

until school is dismissed. The bicycle should be locked for security. The school assumes no liability for 

bicycles brought to school.  
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Buses  

Students who use school transportation are expected to follow the bus rules outlined in the Student Code 

of Conduct. The Florence ISD Transportation Department is committed to ensuring the safety of each 

student. Riding in a District transportation vehicle is a privilege offered to students who reside within the 

District. All students being transported are under the authority of the bus driver and must obey his or her 

requests. Procedures and safety rules help ensure the safety and protection of each student. Failure to meet 

these standards or follow these safety rules and procedures may result in student conflicts or injuries and 

may also cause delays or distractions to the driver. Any student failing to follow the rules and procedures 

will receive a Bus Conduct Report that will be turned in by the bus driver to the Director of Transportation. 

For a student with severe or repeated violations, the campus administrator will determine the appropriate 

disciplinary measures that may include temporary or permanent removal of transportation privileges.  

Drills - Fire, Tornado and Other Emergencies  

From time to time students, teachers, and other employees will participate in drills of emergency 

procedures. When emergency procedures are conducted, students should follow the directions of teachers 

or others in charge quickly, quietly, and in an orderly manner. Each campus has a Crisis Management 

Plan that explains all emergency procedures.  

CLOSED CAMPUS  

Students are not permitted to leave campus for lunch. The Texas Department of Agriculture prohibits the 

sale or give away of any foods or beverages during lunch periods or during the After School Snack 

program. This policy does not restrict what parents provide for their own child’s lunch or snack but does 

restrict items to other children at school. For example, a parent cannot provide pizza or soda to any student 

other than his or her own. ONLY parents/legal guardians may bring lunch for their own child/children. 

Students and adults may not bring in or give away food to other students during lunch times. You will be 

asked to dispose of items brought for other students. Non-compliance with these regulations can cost FISD 

state and federal funding.  

DISCIPLINE PROCEDURES  

Conduct and discipline are based on the precepts of common sense and courtesy. It is important that the 

students form positive attitudes toward discipline. For school to be an effective place to learn, a teacher 

cannot spend a large part of his/her time handling discipline problems. No student will be allowed to 

disrupt the learning of others. Each teacher has a classroom management plan to insure classrooms are 

orderly.  The primary goal of discipline is to teach the child the proper way to behave in a school setting. 

Please read the Student Code of Conduct that outlines the behavior expectations and consequences for 

disciplinary infractions. Florence I.S.D. takes a position of zero tolerance on certain activities including 

taunting, teasing, bullying and harassment, whether verbal, physical, or emotional. Such behavior may 

constitute interference with an educational institution, and is strictly prohibited. Parents are responsible 

for reading and explaining the expected behaviors to their child(ren).  
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COMMUNICATION BETWEEN SCHOOL AND HOME  

Notification of Child’s Transportation Home  

Changes in transportation can be confusing to your child. For any change in the way your child will get 

home, please send a note to the teacher or call the office as early in the day as possible. Bus changes must 

be reported through a note to the office. Please include a phone number where a parent can be reached if 

clarification is needed. Changes called in after 2:00 p.m. are difficult to make. If the teacher or office does 

not receive official notification of change either by note or phone, the student will go home as usual. 

Please keep these changes to a minimum to prevent confusion on the part of the student.  

Notification of Change of Address or Telephone Number  

Parents must notify the school regarding any change of address or telephone number. Parents should also 

notify the school with changes in phone numbers of alternative emergency contact persons. Should an 

emergency arise, the school needs to be able to contact the parent or other persons listed as emergency 

contacts immediately.  

Parent Involvement, Responsibilities, and Rights  

Education succeeds best when there is a strong partnership between home and school. All parents are 

encouraged to be involved in their child’s education through PTA, volunteerism, and regular 

communication with school. In order to ensure the safety of our students, Florence Independent School 

District requires all volunteers, PTA volunteers, and mentors to pass criminal history background checks. 

FISD is authorized by state law to obtain criminal history record information on individuals who intend 

to serve as volunteers for the district (Texas Education Code 22.083).   

Parent-Teacher Conferences  

FISD encourages conferences between parents and teachers. Teachers will reach out to schedule a 

conference. If a parent desires an earlier or additional conference, the parent should send a note, email, or 

call the teacher’s phone extension for an appointment. Conferences will be held during the teacher’s 

conference period or before or after school. While the teacher is conducting class is not an appropriate 

time for a conference. Please contact teachers during their scheduled work hours between 7:15 a.m. and 

3:45 p.m.  

Questions/Concerns/Complaints  

Complaints should be directed to the proper individuals at the campus level. The question, concern, or 

complaint should first be addressed to the teacher or individual involved. If the matter is not resolved, the 

campus principal may then be contacted. If necessary, matters may then be referred to the Superintendent 

or designee and then to the Board of Trustees. Policies FNG (LEGAL) and FNG (LOCAL) outline the 

District’s complaint procedure and are available in any school office and on the District website.  

Inclement Weather  

On occasions of possible hazardous road conditions, the Superintendent will make a decision whether to 

delay school starting time, to cancel school, to dismiss classes, or to proceed as usual with school. Parents 
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and students are asked to tune in to local radio or television stations for information should school be 

canceled, delayed, or dismissed. The district website and district Facebook page will post information as 

soon as decisions are made for any changes in the school day.   

ATTENDANCE  

Official Attendance – Taking Time 

By state law, students must attend school 90% of the days of the school year in order to receive credit for 

the year. If a student misses more than 10% of the days, a committee, composed of administrators and 

teachers will make the final promotion decision. Parents must make sure their child attends school. Parents 

are held responsible by law for such attendance.  The district must submit attendance of its students to the 

Texas Education Agency (TEA) reflecting attendance at a specific time each day.  Official 

ADA attendance for Florence Elementary School will be at 9:05 a.m.   A student absent for any portion 

of the day, including at the official attendance-taking time, should follow the procedures to provide 

documentation of the absence. 

Documentation after an Absence 
 
When a student is absent from school, the student—upon arrival or return to school—must bring a note 

signed by the parent that describes the reason for the absence.  A note signed by the student, even with 

the parent’s permission, will not be accepted. 
 
The campus will document in its attendance records for the student whether the absence is considered 

by the district to be excused or unexcused.  Please note that, unless the absence is for a statutorily 

allowed reason under compulsory attendance laws, the district is not required to excuse any absence, 

even if the parent provides a note explaining the absence. 

 

Unexcused absences include but are not limited to family trips and vacations during school days and non-

school sponsored activities and events. Family trips, vacations, and non-school sponsored activities should 

not be scheduled when school is in session.   

Parents are asked to call the school on the day(s) their child is absent and give the reason the child is 

absent.  Any child returning to school after a communicable illness must be seen by the school nurse 

before being admitted to the classroom. Certain communicable illnesses will require a doctor’s release to 

return to school.  

Doctor’s Note after an Absence for Illness 
 
Within 3 days of returning to school, a student absent for more than 3 consecutive days because of a 

personal illness must bring a statement from a doctor or health clinic verifying the illness or condition 

that caused the student’s extended absence from school.  Otherwise, the student’s absence may be 

considered unexcused and, if so, would be considered to be in violation of compulsory attendance laws. 
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Should the student develop a questionable pattern of absences, the principal or attendance 

committee may require a statement from a doctor or health clinic verifying the illness or condition 

that caused the student’s absence from school in order to determine whether the absence or 

absences will be excused or unexcused. 

See policy FEC [(LOCAL).] 

 

For further information on attendance and absences, see the FISD District Student Handbook.  

Tardiness  

Parents are expected to ensure that their child arrives on time to school. A student is tardy if he/she is 

not in the classroom when the bell rings at 7:40 a.m. Students must report to the office when tardy. 

Parents will be notified when tardies are excessive. Perfect attendance awards may be impacted by 

tardies. Excessive tardies are subject to disciplinary consequences outlined in the Student Code of 

Conduct. 

Withdrawal from School 

Parents should notify the school as soon as it becomes certain a student will be withdrawn and should 

report to the office with the student on the day withdrawal is to be completed. The student will be required 

to clear all accounts and records, including library, cafeteria, and textbook accounts. At the time of 

withdrawal, the necessary records will be given to the parent to carry to the next school.  

ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS  

Curriculum  

Florence Independent School District’s curriculum standards meet or exceed the Texas Essential 

Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) standards established by Texas Education Agency (TEA). The TEKS 

specify what skills and concepts students should know and be able to meet at each grade level. Teachers 

use a Scope and Sequence to plan and deliver a TEKS-based curriculum that is 100% aligned to the state 

assessment system. The state-mandated STAAR tests are administered to students in grades 3 through 5 

for elementary school-aged students.  

Grading  

Students in grades PK-5 receive report cards at each nine-week grading period. Assignments, tests, 

projects, classroom activities, and other instructional activities shall be designed so that the student’s 

performance indicates the level of mastery of the designated TEKS objectives. The student’s mastery level 

shall be a major factor in determining the grade for a subject or course. FISD grading regulations provide 

guidelines in determining grades for students. These regulations shall ensure that grading reflects student 

achievement and that a sufficient number of grades are taken to support the grade average assigned.  

Minimum Number of Grades 
Grades taken on assignments, tests, and/or projects shall be calculated and recorded to reflect students’ 

mastery of the curriculum/ TEKS. For each nine-week report card period, the minimum number of grades 
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to be used in calculating the nine-week average for each core subject is 10.  Two of those grades must be 

major tests/ project grades. 

In grades PK and kindergarten, achievement is reported to parents as indicating mastery of skills.  The 

following marking system will be used: 

1- Needs Support 

2- Approaching Standards 

3- Met Standards 

4- Exceeds Expectations 

 

Grades 1-5 
Numerical grades are earned for the nine weeks.  100 is the highest grade that can be recorded.  The lowest 

passing grade is a 70.  The grading scale is: 

A = 90-100 

B = 80-89 

C = 70-79 

F = Failing (Below 70) 

Report Cards and Progress Reports  
Report cards will be issued once every nine weeks. Please review and sign the report card. Please return 

the report card to the teacher promptly. The report card is one form of communication between parents 

and teachers. Evaluation of student work on the report card is an indication of progress. Parents are 

encouraged to schedule appointments with teachers to discuss student progress.  Progress reports are 

issued every three weeks. 

Make-up Work  
In order to be successful in school, students are expected to turn work in on time. If a student is absent, 

every effort will be made to help him/her make up missed work. Students will be helped by following 

these guidelines:  

1. When a child returns to school, it is his/her responsibility to ask the teachers what assignments were 

missed. The student will have one day of make-up time for each day of absence. (Example: One (1) day 

absent - one (1) day to make up work.)  

2. If a child would like assignments before returning to school, parents are asked to call the office before 

9:00 a.m. to request make-up work. Assignments will then be ready to be picked up in the school office 

between 3:20 and 4:00 p.m.  

3. Make-up work for prearranged absences should be requested from the classroom teacher.  
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Homework  
When a teacher assigns homework, it is to help students prepare for the next day’s lessons and to build 

good study habits. Students should always complete homework assignments to the very best of their 

ability. The purposes of homework are (1) to help students improve achievement; (2) to nurture the 

development of good study habits; (3) to familiarize parents with their children’s work and give them a 

chance for involvement; and (4) to provide more time for in-class instruction.   

Late Assignments/Late Work  
Late work is classified as work not turned in on time, not due to an excused or unexcused absence. The 

Late Assignment/Late Work penalties do not apply to excused absences, unexcused absences and/or 

truancy, but apply to students who are in attendance but fail to turn work in on time. If the assignment has 

not been turned in on the fourth day, the student may receive a zero.   

Promotion/Retention  
In grades 1-5 promotion to the next grade level shall be based on: 

• An overall average of 70 on a scale of 100 based on course-level, grade-level standards (essential 

knowledge and skills) for all subject areas and  

• A grade of 70 or above in three of the following areas:  Language Arts and Reading, Mathematics, 

Science and Social Studies, and    

• Attendance for at least 90% of the school days.  

 

The final decision on grade placement of students rests with the school principal. The principal and the 

review committee will review the records of all students who do not meet the requirements for promotion 

listed above. In addition, if these requirements are not met, the principal or counselor notifies the parents.  

HB 4545 

House Bill 4545 recently passed in the 87th Regular Legislative Session. The new statue is effective, as of 

June 16, 2021, with accelerated instruction practices required during the 2021-2022 school year for all 

students, based on results from Spring 2021.  

HB 4545 establishes new requirements for accelerated instruction for students who do not pass the State 

of Texas Assessment of Academic Readiness (STAAR). At a high level, the legislation includes:  

• Elimination of grade retention and retesting requirements in grades 5 and 8 

• For any student who does not pass the STAAR test in grade 3, 5, or 8 in math or reading, 

a new LEA requirement to establish an accelerated learning committee to develop an 

individual educational plan for the student and monitor progress 

• For any student who does not pass the STAAR test in grades 3-8 or STAAR (EOC) end-

of-course assessment, clarification of prior accelerated instruction requirements, specifying 

that it must include either:  
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o Being assigned a classroom teacher who is a certified master, exemplary or 

recognized teacher or  

o Receiving supplemental instruction (tutoring) before or after school or embedded 

in the school day 

Implementation Timeline 

HB 4545 is effective immediately starting June 16, 2021, and it applies beginning with the 2021-2022 

school year. LEAs should evaluate spring 2021 STAAR scores to identify students who will require 

accelerated instruction that complies with the these new requirements during the 2021-2022 school year.  

For school year 2021-2022:  

Accelerated instruction: For any student who did not pass STAAR grades 3-8 or EOC assessments, 

accelerated instruction must be delivered in the 2021-2022 school year (starting in fall 2021) or subsequent 

summer of 2022. Accelerated instruction entails either 1) assigning a classroom teacher who is certified 

master, exemplary or recognized teacher or 2) delivering supplemental instruction (e.g. tutoring) before 

or after school or embedded in the school day and meeting 4545 requirements.  

Accelerated Learning Committees: LEA are required to establish accelerated learning committees (ALCs) 

for students who did not pass the STAAR test in grades 3, 5, or 8 math or reading beginning at the start 

of 2021-2022 school year, in August. However, LEAs may find it beneficial to start establishing these 

committees and developing individual student plans summer of 2021 for two reasons:  

• Completing this work in the summer will position LEAs to start implementing plans at the start of 

the school year.  

• Under HB 4545, parents have the right to request a different teacher. Establishing ALC in the 

summer would provide a window of opportunity to address in advance parent requests for different 

teachers and manage staffing and scheduling accordingly.  

Accelerated Learning Committees in Future School Years:  

Starting summer 2022, LEAs must establish ALCs and develop individual student plans after scores are 

received, which may take place before the end of the school year or during the summer and prior to the 

start of the school year, based on the latest STAAR results.  

Additional Statutory Highlights 

Retention and Retesting Requirements 

• A student in grade 5 or 8 is no longer required to be retained at the same grade level base on 

STAAR.  

• Grade placement committees have been eliminated, though school systems still have the flexibility 

to retain students if deemed appropriate locally.  
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• In grade 5 and 8, there is no only one mathematics and reading test opportunity. Prior law 

incorporated two retesting opportunities for students, if the students did not perform satisfactorily 

on the initial assessment.  

• The optional STAAR EOC assessment for Algebra II and English III will no longer be offered.  

Accelerated Learning Committees 

• The accelerated leaning committee must be comprised of:  

o The principal or the principal’s designee 

o The student’s parent or guardian, and  

o The teacher of the subject of an assessment on which the student failed to pass.  

• No later than the start of the subsequent school year, an accelerated learning committee must 

develop an educational plan for a student that provides the necessary accelerated instruction to 

enable the student to perform at the appropriate grade level by the conclusion of the school 

year.  

• The plan should detail the areas of accelerated instruction needed by the student, the plan for 

progress monitoring, assessment data, and actions and tools that will be provided for the 

student.  

• The plan must be documented in writing with a copy provided to the student’s parents of 

guardian.  

• If a student fails an assessment in the same subject in the subsequent school year, the 

superintendent or a designee must meet with the student’s accelerated learning committee.  

Supplemental Instruction Requirements 

• Deliver targeted Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS)-aligned instruction for the 

applicable grade level and subject areas.  

• Be provided in addition to instruction normally provided to students in grade level in which 

the student is enrolled.  

• Be designed to assist the student in achieving satisfactory performance in the applicable 

grade level and subject area 

• Not be scheduled such that a student is removed from any of the following:  

o Instruction in grade-level content for the foundation curriculum 

o Instruction in enrichment curriculum for the grade level in which the student is 

enrolled 

o Recess or physical activity that is available to other students enrolled in the same 

grade level. 

• Be provided for no less than 30 hours total during the summer or subsequent school year. 

If provided during the subsequent school year, it should include instruction no less than 

once per week.  
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• If a student does not pass both math and reading STAAR tests, they will need to meet the 

30 hour requirement for each of the two subject areas.  

• Utilize effective instructional materials designed for supplemental instruction.  

• Be delivered in a 1-on-1 or small group environment, with no more than 3 students in a 

small group  

• Be provided by an individual with training in aligned instructional materials and under the 

LEA’s oversight. Ideally, the same individual provides tutoring continuously for student’s 

entire supplemental instruction period.  

 

Textbooks  

Textbooks are provided free of charge for each subject or class; students are required to use these books 

carefully. Students and parents are responsible to keep textbooks covered at all times as required by TEC 

31.104 and State Textbook guidelines. Students who are issued a damaged book should report that fact to 

the teacher. Fines will be assessed for textbook damages such as torn pages. A parent or guardian must 

pay for replacement of any damaged or lost textbooks.  

Library Books  

Students check out books on a regular basis during their classes. Reference books may be checked out for 

overnight use at home. Students who lose library materials will not be allowed to check out other library 

materials until the lost material is recovered or payment is made for lost materials. 

STUDENT SERVICES  

Gifted and Talented  

FISD provides services for Gifted and Talented students in grades K-12. The District believes that highly 

able students exist at all age levels and in all ethnic and socioeconomic groups. The purpose of the FISD 

Services for the Gifted and Talented is to provide learning experiences that meet the educational needs of 

students whose academic and/or intellectual abilities and thinking processes are significantly advanced 

for their ages. Students requiring these services will have teachers who are trained in methods of 

differentiating for gifted students and will give opportunities for identified gifted students to demonstrate 

their abilities. For more information about these services and how to refer a child for evaluation, please 

contact the school counselor.  

HEALTH SERVICES  

Food Allergies  

The district requests to be notified when a student has been diagnosed with a food allergy, especially those 

allergies that could result in dangerous or possibly life-threatening reactions either by inhalation, 

ingestion, or skin contact with the particular food. It is important to disclose the food to which the student 
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is allergic, as well as the nature of the allergic reaction. Please contact the school nurse or campus principal 

if your child has a known food allergy or as soon as possible after any diagnosis of a food allergy. 

The district has developed and annually reviews a food allergy management plan, which addresses 

employee training, dealing with common food allergens, and specific strategies for dealing with students 

diagnosed with severe food allergies. When the district receives information that a student has a food 

allergy that puts the student at risk for anaphylaxis, individual care plans will be developed to assist the 

student in safely accessing the school environment. The district’s food allergy management plan can be 

accessed at the school nurse’s office. 

Head Lice  

Head lice, although not an illness or a disease, is common among children and is spread very easily through 

head-to-head contact during play, sports, or nap time and when children share things like brushes, combs, 

hats, and headphones. If careful observation indicates that a student has head lice, the school nurse will 

contact the student’s parent to determine whether the child will need to be picked up from school and to 

discuss a plan for treatment with a medicated shampoo or cream rinse that may be purchased from any 

drug or grocery store. After the student has undergone one treatment, the parent should check in with the 

school nurse to discuss the treatment used. The nurse can also offer additional recommendations, including 

subsequent treatments and how best to get rid of lice and prevent their return. 

Notice will also be provided to parents of elementary school students in the affected classroom. 

More information on head lice can be obtained from the DSHS website: Managing Head Lice or  

http://www.dshs.texas.gov/schoolhealth/lice.shtm.   

Medicine at School 

Medication that must be administered to a student during school hours must be provided by the student’s 

parent. All medication, whether prescription or nonprescription, must be kept in the nurse’s office and 

administered by the nurse or another authorized district employee, unless the student is authorized to 

possess his or her own medication because of asthma or a severe allergy as described below or as otherwise 

allowed by law.  

The district will not purchase nonprescription medication to give to a student. District employees will not 

give a student prescription medication, nonprescription medication, herbal substances, anabolic steroids, 

or dietary supplements, with the following exceptions: 

Only authorized employees, in accordance with policy FFAC, may administer: 

• Prescription medication, in the original, properly labeled container, provided by the parent, 

along with a written request. 

• Prescription medication from a properly labeled unit dosage container filled by a registered 

nurse or another qualified district employee from the original, properly labeled container. 

http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/schoolhealth/lice.shtm
http://www.dshs.texas.gov/schoolhealth/lice.shtm
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• Nonprescription medication, in the original, properly labeled container, provided by the parent 

along with a written request. 

• Herbal or dietary supplements provided by the parent only if required by the student’s 

individualized education program (IEP) or Section 504 plan for a student with disabilities.   

• Nonprescription medication provided on an emergency basis by the district and consistent 

with: 

a) Protocols established by the district’s medical adviser who must be licensed to practice 

medicine in the state of Texas; and 

b) Parental consent given on the emergency treatment form. 

 

Students whose schedules provide for regular time spent outdoors, including for recess and physical 

education classes, should apply sunscreen before coming to school. 

For students at the elementary level, the student’s teacher or other district personnel will apply sunscreen 

to a student’s exposed skin if the student brings the sunscreen to school and requests assistance with the 

application of the sunscreen. Nothing prohibits a student at this level from applying his or her own 

sunscreen if the student is capable of doing so. 

If sunscreen needs to be administered to treat any type of medical condition, this should be handled 

through communication with the school nurse so that the district is made aware of any safety and medical 

issues. 

A student with asthma or severe allergic reaction (anaphylaxis) may be permitted to possess and use 

prescribed asthma or anaphylaxis medication at school or school-related events only if he or she has 

written authorization from his or her parent and a physician or other licensed health-care provider. The 

student must also demonstrate to his or her physician or health-care provider [and to the school nurse] the 

ability to use the prescribed medication, including any device required to administer the medication. 

If the student has been prescribed asthma or anaphylaxis medication for use during the school day, the 

student and parents should discuss this with the school nurse or] principal. 

In accordance with a student’s individual health plan for management of diabetes, a student with diabetes 

will be permitted to possess and use monitoring and treatment supplies and equipment while at school or 

at a school-related activity. See the school nurse or principal for information. [See policy FFAF(LEGAL).] 

NUTRITION SERVICES  

The purpose of Nutrition Services is to serve nutritious meals to students and staff. FISD Nutrition 

Services will actively work to ensure that meals served in the school cafeteria meet or exceed health 

guidelines for all students. FISD follows federal and state guidelines for nutritional value of foods served. 

FISD will not serve or provide access for students to Foods of Minimal Nutritional Value (FMNV) and 

all other forms of candy at anytime, anywhere on school premises until the end of the last scheduled class. 

More information can be obtained by contacting Nutrition Services at 254-793-2497. 
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Cafeteria  

The district participates in the School Breakfast Program and National School Lunch Program and offers 

students nutritionally balanced meals daily in accordance with standards set forth in state and federal law. 

Please contact the Child Nutrition Department if you have questions about the requirements for a 

qualifying meal. See the Food Service website for the most current information. 

The district will not utilize a student meal charge policy for breakfast or lunch, since there will be no 

charge for the breakfast or lunch for any student. Students must have funds available in their account or 

cash on hand to purchase extra servings, a la carte items, snacks or beverages other than milk provided 

with a qualifying meal. A no-charging policy is in effect for these additional items; therefore, parents are 

strongly encouraged to continually monitor their child’s meal accounts balance. 

Florence Elementary takes part in Breakfast in the Classroom (BIC).  There are many benefits to having 

this program including but not limited to all students have access to breakfast at no charge.   

The cafeteria uses a computerized accounting system. Each student has a personal account code number 

that can be used to purchase extra meal items. Parents can send dollar amounts to be credited to a child’s 

account. Parents can also go online to the Florence ISD Website  to make an online payment by credit 

card to their child’s lunch account and to view lunch menus. Checks and cash will be deposited into meal 

accounts for the full amount; no change will be given. Customers may withdraw money from their meal 

accounts only if the student(s) are withdrawing from FISD. If you must send cash, please send it in a 

sealed envelope with your child’s name and dollar amount written on the outside.  

STUDENT EXPECTATIONS  

Candy, Gum, and Drinks   

Please leave all candy, gum, and carbonated canned drinks at home. Gum may not be chewed at school.  

Extra Money and Toys 

Students are urged not to bring extra money to school. Money that is kept in desks, backpacks, and pockets 

is often lost. Teachers will not keep money for students. Students buying lunch or extra milk may deposit 

money in their lunch accounts in the mornings before school.  Toys and trading cards are not to be brought 

to school, including for "Show and Tell." This includes play equipment. Recess equipment will be 

provided by the school. 

Parties and Celebrations 

Grades PK-5 may have up to three (3) official school parties per year for each class as designated by each 

campus. Although a parent or grandparent is not prohibited from providing food for a school-designated 

function or for children in the child’s or grandchild’s classroom for his or her birthday, please be aware 

that children in the school may have severe allergies to certain food products. Therefore, it is imperative 

to discuss this with the child’s teacher prior to bringing any food in this circumstance. Occasionally, the 

school or a class may host certain functions or celebrations tied to the curriculum that will involve food. 

The school or teacher will notify students and parents of any known food allergies when soliciting 

https://www.florenceisd.net/93999_2
http://www.florenceisd.net/
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potential volunteers for bringing food products. Because learning is our most important job, parents are 

not to bring balloons, flowers and other birthday or special event celebration items to school without first 

speaking to the principal. The school does not accept special deliveries of these items for students. Out of 

respect and concern for others, invitations to private parties will not be distributed at school or campus 

grounds. 


