
Grading Practice (started 2013-14) 

After several years of study, reflection and piloting, teachers at Arkansas City HS have developed a 

grading and reporting practice that:  

● Reflects academic achievement. 

● Contains meaningful feedback. 

● Is honest, fair, transparent, credible, useful and user friendly.  

● Is criterion referenced.  

● Aligns with the Arkansas City Public School curriculum.  

● Reflects consistency within and among courses, grade levels, and departments.  

 

Arkansas City HS will use the same percentage grading scale (100-90%=A, 80-89%=B, 70-79%=C, 

60-69%=D, 0-59%=F**with the exception of AP classes). The goal of grading  is to assure final grades are accurate 

measures of what a student knows and/or can do.  

 

A nine-week (or quarterly) grading and reporting time will be used.  

 

Academic Practice (also called formative assessments) are given while a student is learning the 

material. This is designed to provide direction for both students and teachers.  

 

Feedback for students from practice will show students where learning still needs to take place to 

master the material (such as further review or additional practice).  

 

Formative assessments/practice include such activities as teacher observations, quizzes, homework, 

rough drafts, peer editing, notebook checks, outlines,  etc.  

 

These formative assessments may account for a maximum of 20% of the final grade.  

 

Academic Assessments/Final Products (also called summative assessments) are given after completing 

a sequence of instruction and practice and students are ready to demonstrate their understanding of 

the material. This provides information used to make judgements about a student’s achievement/grade.  

 

Sample final products include: final drafts, presentations, tests/exams, labs, performances.  

 

This part of the grade may account for a minimum of 80% of the final grade.  

 

All teachers will use the 80/20 breakdown. However, due to the wide variety of levels and courses, each 

course can set the breakdown provided that the academic practice grade counts for no more than 20% 

and the final product grade is no less than 80% (For example, a 12th grade class might be 95/5 and a 9th 

grade class might be 80/20).  

 



Grading Practice FAQs 

1. What general conclusions can we draw from the research?  

A few years ago, a group of teachers attended the Assessment Training Institute on grading and 

the entire staff conducted a book study on: A Repair Kit for Grading by Ken O’Connor the following 

conclusions can be drawn:  

○ Grading and reporting are not essential to the instructional process.  

○ Grading and reporting has some value as a reward, but no value as a punishment 

○ Grading and reporting should always be done in reference to learning criteria 

(standards) never “on the curve”.  

○ Grading should not include practice or behaviours, but focus on the end result/final 

product.  

 

2. What are the key components of the practice?  

The new grading and reporting policy and procedures system will... 

○ Reflect academic achievement 

○ Contain meaningful feedback 

○ Be honest, fair, transparent, credible, useful and user friendly.  

○ Be criterion referenced.  

○ Align with the Arkansas City Public Schools curriculum.  

○ Reflect consistency within and among courses, grade levels, and departments.  

 

3. What should be included in the grade?  

● The primary purpose of the grading is to report the academic achievement of students.  

● Only assessments that measure what a student knows and can do shall be included in 

calculating the grade.  

Please remember, assessments include more than just tests; assessments could also include end of unit 

projects, multimedia, papers/essays, and oral assessments.  

 

4. What about non-academic factors?  

● Course grades will reflect the level of the students’ academic achievement. While non-academic 

factors may be highly valued and often contribute to the student’s achievement, they should be 

communicated separately from an achievement grade.  

● The following are some examples of non-academic factors:  

○ Behavior (attendance, attitude, punctuality, effort) 

○ Certain types of class participation (ie the number of times a hand is raised during a 

class period does not demonstrate knowledge).  

○ Homework/assignments based solely on completion (ie there must be some assessment 

of the work) 

○ Other evidence of student characteristics or habits.  

○ Bringing supplies (kleenex, paper, batteries, etc.) 

○ Extra effort/credit 

 



5. How many grades during a grading period?  

The number of grades per grading period will vary. The high school will be moving to a quarterly 

(or every nine-weeks) grading/reporting period to increase the number of final products/assessments 

students will complete.  

 

6. What about final exams?  

Since students will be demonstrating mastery throughout the course a comprehensive course 

final may not be appropriate. However, students may complete a culminating project that encompasses 

what they’ve learned over the course/semester. Additionally, students may be given another 

opportunity to show mastery.  

 

7. What happens if the student fails the final product or summative assessment?  

Teachers can give students the opportunity to reassess after they complete additional practice 

to learn the material they haven’t mastered. Students will need to make an effort to demonstrate their 

understanding before reassessing. Arrangements will need to be made with the teacher prior to the end 

of the grading period.  

 

8. What are the primary components used to calculate a grade?  

● Grades will continue to be calculated based on the current School Board approved grading scale.  

● Grades will fall into two categories: Academic Practice (formative) and Academic Assessments 

(summative/final products).  

○ Academic Practice will account for no more than 20% of the overall grade (can be less).  

○ Academic Assessments will account for no less than 80% of the overall grade (can be 

more).  

 

9. Does this mean tests make up the entire grade or there will only be one grade?  

 No. Teachers will use a variety of academic achievement assessments to measure what students 

know and can do. Example assessments include: projects, essays, quizzes, skill assessments, tests, labs, 

portfolios, performance tasks, etc. Students will give more than one “major” grade during a grading 

period. Some academic practice will also be included in the grade, but it will be a small portion of the 

overall grade. 

 

10. Will my student’s grade increase or decrease with this practice?  

● The policy was not created in order to increase or decrease grades. When you receive your 

student’s grade, you will know it accurately reflects what s/he knows and can do.  

● Factors such as extra credit, homework, effort or behavior have less direct impact on the 

academic grads in this new approach.  

 

 11. Does this mean my student will not have homework?  

No. Students are still expected to complete assignments outside of class to practice, study, and 

prepare for the assessment. Students will also complete practice activities in class to show they are 

ready for the final assessment. With feedback from these activities students will be informed and 



empowered to take responsibility for their own learning.  

Not every academic practice will be graded and those that are for a grade will be no more than 20% of 

the final grade.  

 

12. How will late work be handled?  

● Submitting assignments on time is an important life skill and an issue of punctuality. Late work 

will not be unduly penalized. The zero will be used as a last resort if the student chooses not to 

complete assigned work. When calculating a zero into a student’s grade, it has a very dramatic 

impact.  

● Teachers will establish clear due dates and deadlines that provide students with adequate 

opportunity to complete assigned work. Students should communicate with their teacher if they 

need more time or are struggling with the work.  

● Students are expected to make up work from absences in a timely manner, according to 

school/teacher policy.  

 

13. What happens if my student fails a course?  

● All required classes will need to be retaken in order to meet graduation requirements. Students 

can retake the class during the next school year/semester (as space/time allows), during 

summer school (if offered) and by computer through Odyssey/Learning Strategies.  

● Students will be enrolled in the retake option in the following semester/year when the F is 

incurred.  

 


