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December 8, 2014 
 

School board recognizes tennis coach and state champions at regular meeting 
 
 At the start of its regular meeting Monday, the USD 470 Board of Education 
President, Joe Woodard led the group in recognizing ACHS Tennis Coach Aaron 
O’Donnell and 5A State Doubles Champions Ally Burr and Makenna Gonzales.  
 
 Burr and Gonzales were recognized for their outstanding season and for winning 
the state doubles championship. Gonzales also received the USTA Missouri Valley 
Sportsmanship Award and the Kansas District Girls’ 18 Sportsmanship Award. The 
Missouri Valley League encompasses five states.  
 
 “The pair played fiercely but always with class and good sportsmanship - earning 
the respect of opponents statewide,” Woodard said. 
 
 Both girls recently signed letters of intent to continue their academic and tennis 
careers at Washburn University in Topeka, Kan.  
 
 O’Donnell has coached the pair for many years and is proud of their 
accomplishments.  
 
 “I have thoroughly enjoyed working with these two,” O’Donnell said. “It has been 
my honor and a privilege.” 
 
 Woodard noted that O’Donnell has continued the strong legacy of Ark City 
tennis. 
 
 “He is a dedicated teacher and coach, which we’ve all known for years,” 
O’Donnell said. “We’re certainly not the only ones noticing.” 
 
 Following the 2014 tennis season, O’Donnell received three awards. He was 
named the Overall Tennis Coach of the Year by the Kansas Coaches Association. He was 
also named the USTA Missouri Valley High School Coach of the Year and the USTA 
Kansas District High School Coach of the Year.  
 
 



In other news, the BOE: 
• Called the meeting to order 
• Recognized visitors 
• Recited the Pledge of Allegiance 
• Approved the agenda as amended 
• Approved the consent agenda 
• Recognized the following resignations/retirements: 

o Sandra Keene – 3rd grade at Jefferson 
• Recognized the following new hires: 

o Lindsay Bowker – ESOL Certified Teacher at ACHS 
o Ashlee Mammenga – 5th Grade at C-4 
o Kali Vickery – 1st Grade at Adams 

• Approved an updated version of policy CGI regarding administrative evaluations 
• Authorized the district administration to offer testimony, on behalf of the board, 

to the KSHSAA hearing committee if necessary, regarding the addition of Salina 
to the middle school Pioneer League. It is the administration’s hope that the 
Pioneer League might shift a bit to function more like the AV-CTL league to limit 
traveling great distances. 

• Heard a report from BOE member Daren Reese regarding the KASB Legislative 
Platform 

• Discussed the how the district might encourage more high school students to take 
the ACT Test including the possibility of helping students pay for ACT Tests. The 
matter requires additional research and exploration to see if it’s both possible and 
a worthwhile investment.  

• Discussed the district’s final mill levy for the 2014-2015 budget year. The district 
posted a final mill levy that is slightly less than what was originally proposed.  

• Moved into executive session for the purpose of discussing non-elected personnel 
• Called the regular meeting back to order 
• Moved into executive session for the purpose of discussing negotiations   
• Called the regular meeting back to order 
• Adjourned 

 
*The next regular BOE meeting is scheduled for 6 p.m. January 12. 
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