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General Health & Safety Protocols (As of 7-21-20)

Disclaimer: Please understand that the details in this document are subject to change as directives
are provided by governing authorities and/or health officials, or as environmental conditions change.
Thank you in advance for your patience and understanding.

● Campus staff will be trained in COVID-19 safety protocols, and students will engage in lessons
focused on hand washing and social distancing practices at the beginning of the school year.

● Medical-grade, CDC-approved disinfectants will be used for deep cleaning campuses on a
regular and ongoing basis.

● Students, teachers, and staff will be encouraged to sanitize and/or wash hands frequently
following proper practices.

● Students, teachers, and staff will be encouraged to use tissues or to cough/sneeze into their
elbow. Individuals will wash their hands immediately with soap and water for at least 20 seconds
or use hand sanitizer.

● Sneeze Guards and Plexi-glass will be added to public reception desks and point of sale
registers in the cafeteria checkout lines.

● Social distancing and safety signage will be added and visible throughout school facilities.

● Main school entrances will be locked immediately after arrival times and remain that way
throughout the day to help ensure effective management and safe screening of visitors. Visitors
will continue to utilize the outdoor buzzer system located at the entry of every school building.
Hand sanitizer will be available upon entering the building.

● Volunteers will be limited to essential needs and approved by school personnel prior to arriving
at the school. Any volunteers scheduled for work at a campus will complete a pre-screening
survey prior to entering the school.

● Students will be encouraged to use backpacks to help reduce the utilization of shared supplies.



Health Pre-Screening for Staff, Students, and Visitors (As of 4-12-2021)

Student and Staff Screening

Parents/Guardians of students are expected to take their students’ temperatures daily before arriving at
school.  Anyone with a fever of 100.0 degrees or higher should not come to school or a FISD facility.

Both students and staff should prescreen themselves for any of the following symptoms prior to coming
to school.  In evaluating whether an individual has symptoms consistent with COVID-19, consider the
following question:

Have they recently begun experiencing any of the following in a way that is not normal for them?

● Feeling feverish or a measured temperature greater than or equal to 100.0 degrees Fahrenheit
● Loss of taste or smell
● Cough
● Difficulty breathing
● Shortness of breath o Fatigue
● Headache
● Chills
● Sore throat

● Congestion or runny nose
● Shaking or exaggerated shivering
● Significant muscle pain or ache
● Diarrhea
● Nausea or vomiting

Attendance at school signifies that parents / guardians have screened students and they are free of
symptoms.

Students and staff may be subject to temperature checks for verification, especially if they are feeling ill
or suspected of having a fever during the school day.

All staff will monitor students and refer to the school nurse if symptoms are present. According to the
assessment of the school nurse, a response plan will be determined. Parents will be contacted to pick
up students who are unable to remain at school, and the students’ return-to-school plan will be
discussed.

Students and staff will be required to notify Flatonia ISD if:

a) they have come into close contact with an individual who is lab-confirmed with COVID-19; or

b) they themselves have COVID-19 symptoms.

Visitor Screening / PPE Requirements

Visitors to campuses will be limited to essential needs on the campus. Lunch visitors will not be
permitted. Individuals proceeding beyond the reception area will be subject to the following guidelines:

● All visitors will be subject to screening, including temperature checks and symptom screening.
● All individuals 10 years or older entering a campus will be required to wear face coverings in

accordance with the TEA guidance relating to face coverings for public schools. (TEA Guidance)
● Visitors and staff will adhere to safety protocols for necessary on-campus meetings.

In order to ensure the safety of all students, Flatonia ISD is permitted to prevent any individual who fails
the health screening criteria from being admitted to the campus until they meet the specified criteria for
re-entry to the campus. Individuals who do not comply with face covering requirements will not be
allowed into any FISD facility.

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/covid/SY-20-21-Public-Health-Guidance.pdf


School Health Clinic Procedures (As of 12-9-20)

● The school nurse and substitute nursing staff will be trained in COVID-19 safety protocols.

● Minor health needs may be handled in the school office area, when possible, by trained staff to
reserve the health clinic space for students experiencing symptoms or fever.

● Front office staff will be trained to collect information from parents who report their child is sick
with identified COVID-19 symptoms. The school nurse will follow up with the family to discuss
the protocol to return to school.

● Students who come to the school nurse office due to showing symptoms will be required to put
on a face covering/mask until their parent arrives to take them home.

● Students who are ill will be separated from their peers and should be picked up within 30
minutes and no later than 1 hour from the time the campus contacted the student’s
parent/guardian.

● The nurse station will be cleaned and disinfected regularly.

Protocols for Individuals Confirmed, Suspected or Exposed to COVID-19

Any individual - including teachers, staff, students, or other campus visitors/volunteers - who
themselves either are lab-confirmed to have COVID-19 or experience symptoms of COVID-19 must
stay at home throughout the infection period and cannot return to the campus until the school system
screens the individual to determine if the following conditions for campus re-entry have been met:

Confirmed

In the case of an individual who was diagnosed with COVID-19, the individual may return to school
when all three of the following criteria are met:

1. at least one day (24 hours) has passed since recovery (resolution of fever without the use of
fever-reducing medications);

2. the individual has improvement in symptoms (e.g. cough, shortness of breath); and
3. at least 10 days have passed since symptoms first appeared.

In the case of an individual that is asymptomatic but has received a positive COVID-19 test result, the
individual may not return to the campus until ten days have passed since a positive test.

In the case of an individual who has symptoms that could be COVID-19 and who is not evaluated by a
medical professional or tested for COVID-19, such individual is assumed to have COVID-19, and the
individual may not return to the campus until the individual has completed the same three-step set of
criteria listed above.

Suspected

In the case of an individual who has symptoms that could be COVID-19 and who is not evaluated by a
medical professional or tested for COVID-19, such individual is assumed to have COVID-19, and the
individual may not return to the campus until the individual has completed the same three-step set of
criteria listed above.

Continued on Next Page



School Health Clinic Procedures - Continued
If the individual has symptoms that could be COVID-19 and wants to return to school before completing
the above stay-at-home period, the individual must either

a) obtain a medical professional's note clearing the individual for return based on an alternative
diagnosis or

b) obtain an acute infection test at an approved testing location
(https://tdem.texas.gov/covid-19/) that comes back negative for COVID-19.

If the individual has tested positive for COVID-19 and believes the test was a false positive, and wants
to return to school before completing the above stay at home period, the individual must either

(a) obtain a medical professional’s note clearing the individual for return based on an alternative
diagnosis, though for health privacy reasons the note does not need to indicate what the
alternative diagnosis is, or

(b) obtain two PCR acute infection tests (at a physician’s office, approved testing location, or
other site) at least 24 hours apart that come back negative for COVID-19.

Exposed

Individuals - including students, teachers, staff, or other campus visitors/volunteers - who have had
close contact with someone who is lab-confirmed to have COVID-19, as narrowly defined in this
document and as determined by the appropriate public health agency, should follow the stay-at-home
period described below.

Stay-at-Home Period for Close Contacts of Individuals Who Tested Positive

For individuals who are close contacts to individuals who tested positive, a 14-day stay-at-home period
was previously advised by the CDC based on the incubation period of the virus. As of December 2,
2020, the CDC amended their guidance to allow two shorter options for the stay-at-home period. Based
on current CDC guidance, the stay-at-home period can end for individuals experiencing no symptoms:

● On Day 10 after close contact exposure without testing,
● On Day 7 after close contact exposure and after receiving a negative test result.

If individuals return to school from these shorter stay-at-home windows, they should regularly monitor
themselves for symptoms to ensure they remain symptom-free and take appropriate precautions (e.g.,
more consistent mask usage) for the duration of the 14-day incubation period.

The Flatonia ISD school nurse will screen individuals until the 14-day incubation period has concluded,
and if the individual did not experience COVID-19 symptoms during that period, and as long no
symptoms are present, the individual may remain on campus. If the individual experiences symptoms,
they must stay at home until the conditions outlined above have been met.

Finally, the CDC has also advised that critical infrastructure services—which includes schools—may
permit close contact staff members who are asymptomatic to continue to work in select instances when
it is necessary to preserve school operations. Per the CDC, this option should be used only in limited
circumstances. When using this option, school systems may consider adding additional protocols to
increase monitoring for these individuals, which might include the use of COVID-19 tests (e.g., on Day
3 and/or Day 7 after the close contact exposure).

https://tdem.texas.gov/covid-19/


Taking into account all of the above, school systems may apply any of the following stay-at-home
periods to those individuals who are identified as close contacts. Specifically, the stay-at-home period
can be:

● 10 days after the last close contact, so long as they continue to monitor themselves daily for
symptoms and take appropriate precautions through day 14

● 7 days after the last close contact, after receiving a negative test result (administered at least 5
days after the last close contact), so long as they continue to monitor themselves daily for
symptoms and take appropriate precautions through day 14

● For staff who are necessary to preserve school operations, school systems can choose not to
require any stay-at-home period, so long as the affected staff continue to monitor themselves
daily for symptoms and take appropriate precautions through day 14, and schools can consider
the use of rapid tests for these individuals

● 14 days after the last close contact

Close Contact
This document refers to “close contact” with an individual who is lab-confirmed to have COVID-19. The
definition of close contact is evolving with our understanding of COVID-19, and individual scenarios
should be determined by an appropriate public health agency. In general, close contact is defined as

a. being directly exposed to infectious secretions (e.g., being coughed on); or

b. being within 6 feet for a cumulative duration of 15 minutes; however, additional factors like
case/contact masking (i.e., both the infectious individual and the potential close contact have
been consistently and properly masked), ventilation, presence of dividers, and case
symptomology may affect this determination.

Either (a) or (b) defines close contact if it occurred during the infectious period of the case, defined as
two days prior to symptom onset to 10 days after symptom onset. In the case of asymptomatic
individuals who are lab-confirmed with COVID-19, the infectious period is defined as two days prior to
the confirming lab test and continuing for 10 days following the confirmed lab test.

Travel From Mexico to United States

The CDC Guidelines for travel to Mexico states:

After you travel, take the following steps to protect others from getting sick for 14 days after travel:

● Get tested 3–5 days after your trip AND stay home for 7 days after travel.
○ Even if you test negative, stay home for the full 7 days.
○ If your test is positive, isolate yourself to protect others from getting infected.

● If you don't get tested, it's safest to stay home for 10 days after travel.
● Avoid being around people who are at increased risk for severe illness for 14 days, whether you

get tested or not.
● Always follow state and local recommendations or requirements related to travel.

Continued on Next Page



School Health Clinic Procedures - Continued
Notification and Response - Lab Confirmed COVID-19 Case in the School

Required Actions if Individuals with Lab-Confirmed Cases Have Been in a School

● If an individual who has been in a school is lab-confirmed to have COVID-19, the school must
notify its local health department, in accordance with applicable federal, state and local laws and
regulations, including confidentiality requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
and Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA).

● Schools must close off areas that are heavily used by the individual with the lab-confirmed case
(student, teacher, or staff) until the non-porous surfaces in those areas can be disinfected,
unless more than 7 days have already passed since that person was on campus.

● Consistent with school notification requirements for other communicable diseases, and
consistent with legal confidentiality requirements, schools must notify all teachers, staff, and
families of all students in a school if a lab-confirmed COVID-19 case is identified among
students, teachers or staff who participate in any on campus activities.

● The name of an individual who tests positive cannot and will not be made available to the
general public.



Arriving at School (As of 7-21-20)

● Parents are encouraged to drop their child off at school or walk with their child to/from school, to
allow for more space on buses for students who don't have options for arriving to school.

● Students arriving at school early will be expected to social distance and spread out in larger
common spaces (pre-designated by the campus, like the gym, library, and cafeteria) until the
bell rings to report to class.

● Bus riders will social distance as they exit the bus and walk into the school building.

● Students will be expected to use hand sanitizer immediately upon entering the building.

Bus Transportation Protocols (As of 8-3-20)

● Flatonia ISD will continue to provide bus transportation for all students who register for
transportation services. It is highly recommended that parents/guardians bring students to
school.

● Bus drivers will be trained in COVID-19 safety protocols.

● Parents must screen their children for COVID-19 before allowing them to ride.

● Each bus / route will be limited to one student per seat to facilitate social distancing.  Students
from the same household will be allowed to sit together.

● Bus riders will be required to sit facing the front of the bus and keep their hands to themselves.

● Drivers and students will be required to wear a face covering/mask while on the bus.

● Hand sanitizer will be installed on all buses and are to be used by students when entering and
exiting the bus.

● Seats, handles, and high-touch areas will be disinfected after every route, per TEA guidelines,
utilizing CDC approved disinfectants.

● When possible, bus windows will be opened to allow outside air to circulate in the bus.

● Students who become sick at school will not be permitted to ride the bus home.

● Students will not be allowed to ride buses and get off at stops that are not their normal
destination (i.e. sleepovers, etc.).



Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) - Staff & Students (As of 4-12-2021)

● There will likely be times throughout the school day that students and staff members will be
asked to wear a face mask when social distancing is not feasible. These times could include,
but are not limited to riding, entering, and exiting the bus, walking during passing periods at
school, before-school areas of congregation, etc.

● In accordance with the current guidelines established by the Texas Education Agency, all staff
and students, ten years and older, will be required to wear a face covering while indoors.  FISD
requires all students in grades 4 - 12 to wear a face covering when indoors. It is recommended
that students under ten years wear a face covering during times when social distancing is not
feasible.

o Exceptions would be made for younger age groups (under ten years).

o Exemptions for students with developmental delays, autism, and special needs will be
examined on an individual basis.

● Texas Education Agency Health Guidance for Schools

o Schools must comply with the following requirements:

▪ Every student, teacher, or staff member shall wear a mask over the nose and
mouth when inside a school building, school facility, facility used for school
activities, or when in an outdoor space* (See FISD Exception) on school property
or used for school activities, wherever it is not feasible to maintain six feet of
social distancing from another person not in the same household; provided,
however, that this mask requirement does not apply to the following:

▪ Any person younger than 10 years of age, except where a school system
determines it is developmentally appropriate;

▪ Any person with a medical condition or disability that prevents wearing a
mask;  Any person while the person is consuming food or drink, or is
seated in a dining area to eat or drink;

▪ Any person while the person is: (a) exercising outdoors or engaging in
physical activity outdoors; and (b) maintaining a safe distance from other
people notin the same household; or

▪ Any person while the person is giving a speech for a broadcast or toan
audience.

▪ The above mask-wearing requirements do not apply to any school system
that was exempted from the face covering requirements of Executive
Order GA-29 during its effect due to a county judge attestation filed with
the Texas Division of Emergency Management.

▪ The governing board of a school system may modify or eliminate by
formal action the above mask-related requirements.

▪ * FISD Exception:  On April 12, 2021, the Flatonia ISD Board of
Trustees unanimously approved that masks / face coverings will
be optional for staff and students when outdoors. Social
distancing remains encouraged.



▪ In addition to the mask-wearing requirements listed above, school systems may
require the use of masks or face shields for adults or students for whom it is
developmentally appropriate.

▪ It may be impractical for students to wear masks or face shields while
participating in some non-UIL athletic or other extracurricular activities. In
situations where masks are required by this guidance and when it is impractical
for students to wear masks or face shields during those activities, schools must
require students, teachers, staff, and visitors to wear masks or face shields when
entering and exiting facilities and practice areas and when not actively engaging
in those activities. Schools may, for example, allow students who are actively
exercising to remove masks or face shields, as long as they maintain at least six
feet of distance from other students, teachers, and staff who are not wearing
masks or face shields. However, schools must require students, teachers, and
staff to wear masks or face shields as they arrange themselves in positions that
will allow them to maintain safe distancing.

● Staff and students may use their own face covering brought from home so long as it conforms to
general FISD dress code requirements (i.e. no inappropriate images, slogans, or offensive
content).  Students may also be provided a mask by the District if one is not available from the
home.

● The Texas Education Agency defines masks to include non-medical and medical grade
disposable face masks and cloth face coverings (over the nose and mouth). Full-face shields
may be used in place of a mask to protect eyes, nose, and mouth whenever a mask is not
feasible or whenever the educational context may benefit from the ability to see an individual’s
full face.

Handwashing & Hand Sanitizers (As of 7-21-20)

● Students and staff will be trained in proper hand washing protocols to aid in the prevention of
COVID-19 and the spread of germs.

● All students will be expected to wash their hands for 20 seconds at least two times each day, in
addition all students will be encouraged to wash hands after using the restroom and before
eating.

● Handwashing stations are available in restrooms and some classrooms.

● Hand sanitizer stations are available in all elementary and secondary classrooms and common
areas.

Social Distancing Protocols (As of 4-12-2021)

● Students and staff will be trained in proper social distancing.

● Signage will be provided to help assist students and staff with social distancing in common
spaces and hallways.

● Social Distance processes are a personal responsibility of each individual attending school or
coming to a FISD facility. Anyone causing a disruption or unwilling to follow FISD safety
protocols, putting students/staff at unnecessary risk may be asked to leave the premises
immediately.

● We understand that all students have different needs, but whenever possible throughout the
day, students and staff will remain six feet apart. NOTE: it isn't always feasible for staff and



students to maintain six feet of social distancing at all times, especially in classrooms.  A
distance of at least three feet will be maintained in these settings.

● Campuses will develop schedules and protocols for the use of common areas, including how to
sanitize space between use. When needed, students will bring personal supplies from the
classroom. All students and staff will be expected to use hand sanitizer when entering and
exiting common areas.

Cleaning & Disinfectant Protocols (As of 7-21-20)

● FISD custodial employees have been trained on COVID-19 safety protocols.

● Cleaning and disinfecting will occur daily in every classroom, restroom, common areas, and on
high-touch surfaces.

● Every classroom and office area will have disinfectant in a spray bottle with appropriate cleaning
cloths provided for employees and students to use on high-touch areas throughout the school
day.

● The state recommends that each school district provide students the opportunity to clean their
own spaces before and after they are used in ways that are safe and developmentally
appropriate.

● Restrooms, cafeterias, and playgrounds (when allowed for use) will undergo extensive cleaning
each day utilizing CDC approved disinfectants.



Classroom Configurations & Procedures (As of 4-12-2021)

Academic Classroom Protocols
● Each classroom will be outfitted with the following:

o Visual reminders of distancing practices and requirements in all classrooms and common
spaces

o Access to hand sanitizer
o Access to disinfectant supplies to sanitize working surfaces

● Desks or tables will be socially distanced as much as instructionally possible (3ft minimum).

● Students will have access to hand sanitizer.

● Limiting shared supplies.

● Teachers will develop, teach, and implement procedures that:

o Limit student movement within the classroom, such as turning in assignments, materials
being passed out, etc.

o Encourage students to clean personal areas, materials, and supplies with disinfectant.
o Outline hand washing protocols and use of hand sanitizer.

● If tables are used, limit the number of students per table and identify which seats are to be used
to provide as much social distancing as possible.

● To the extent possible, keep doors open between classes to minimize contact with doors and
door handles by students and staff entering or exiting classrooms.

● The gymnasiums may be repurposed for instructional space for teaching and/or virtual learning
to increase the teaching capacity of the building.

● Recommended safety protocols will be applied to all classroom settings.

Athletics / Physical Education Classroom Protocols
● Whenever possible, physical education classes will be held outside to allow for maximum social

distancing between students.

● Any activities bringing students into close physical contact will follow TEA and UIL guidelines.

● Staff will provide visual and verbal reminders of social distancing rules.

● Procedures will be implemented in locker rooms to maximize social distancing.

● Equipment will be disinfected after each use.

● Sanitizing areas and access to handwashing will be provided.



Common Areas and Flexible Learning Areas (As of 7-21-20)

Restrooms

● Visual and/or verbal reminders will be provided regarding maximum restroom capacity.
● Students must wash hands before leaving the restroom.
● Visual reminders for proper hand washing will be provided.
● Increased disinfecting of restrooms will occur throughout the school day.

Lunchroom Safety

● Cafeteria staff will be trained in COVID-19 safety protocols.

● Flatonia ISD may utilize classrooms and the school cafeteria for student meals. Open campus
will remain in place for Juniors and Seniors.  Returning Juniors and Seniors will be required to
use hand sanitizer when reentering the campus buildings. Weather permitting, students may be
allowed to eat in designated outdoor areas.  NOTE: No parents/visitors will be allowed during
lunch.

● Classes attending lunch in the cafeteria may go to lunch on a staggered schedule to minimize
the number of students in the cafeteria each period. Students eating in their classrooms will
have meals delivered to them. Meals will be delivered in line with scheduled lunch times.

● All cafeteria staff will be wearing masks and gloves while serving students.

● Seats, tables, door handles, and high-touch areas will be disinfected between lunch periods and
other use.

● When possible, food items will be pre-packed and boxed to minimize face-to-face contact in the
cafeteria line.

● All students will be required to wash hands and/or use hand sanitizer prior to their lunch period.

Library

● To help students maintain social distancing in the library, visual reminders will be posted
and furniture rearranged.

● Hand sanitizer will be available at entrances and exits of the library. High touch surfaces
(e.g. table tops, chairs, door handles) will be disinfected regularly.

● Occupancy will be limited.



Extra-Curricular Programming (As of 7-28-20)

Athletics

● Practices and competitions will be conducted following safety protocols provided by guidance
from Flatonia ISD, TEA, and UIL.

● Hand sanitizer will be available in gym areas, and equipment will be sanitized on a regular
basis.

● Locker room space will be utilized to follow social distancing guidelines.

● Bus travel will follow transportation guidelines provided by Flatonia ISD and TEA.

● Spectator attendance at games and contests may be limited based on Flatonia ISD, TEA, and
UIL guidelines. Ticketing for events may be utilized to control capacity of facilities.

● Spectator seats may be marked and/or configured in a way to encourage social distancing.

● Concessions may be limited to encourage social distancing and to follow health and safety
guidelines.

● Athletic competitions may be streamed online when possible if allowed by UIL guidelines.

● Booster clubs are encouraged to meet virtually to minimize outside exposure to campuses.

Fine Arts

● Large group practice sessions, sectionals, and rehearsals will adhere to social distancing
guidelines provided by an authorized entity (e.g. Flatonia ISD, TEA, and UIL).

● Off-campus fine arts performances will only be conducted if specific guidance is provided by an
authorized entity (e.g. Flatonia ISD, TEA, and UIL).

● Concerts/performances may be adjusted based on health and safety guidelines provided by an
authorized entity (e.g. Flatonia ISD, TEA, UIL), including but not limited to, transportation
procedures, number of attendees, and the orientation of concerts / performances.

● Fine arts performances may be streamed online when possible if allowed by UIL guidelines.

● Booster clubs are encouraged to meet virtually to minimize outside exposure to campuses.

Additional COVID-19 Resources
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

Texas Department of State Health Services

Texas Education Agency

Fayette County

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/coronavirus/
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/covid/coronavirus-covid-19-support-and-guidance
https://www.co.fayette.tx.us/

