
Westside Elementary School  
Fourth Grade Literacy Curriculum Map 

2017-2018 
 
  

  
  
Map is still under construction and will be revised throughout the year. 
 
 
 
 



 

Quarter 1- Big Ideas/Enduring Understandings 
  

 

Essential Questions: 
 
UNIT 1- 

★ Why do good readers set a purpose for reading?  
★ Why do authors set a purpose for writing? 
★ Why should we use evidence to support claims? 
★ How can we use evidence to support claims? 
★ How can the characters in the text respond or change as the plot moves towards a resolution?  
★  

 

AR STANDARDS / SKILLS To Be Taught in Quarter 1  
CONTENT VOCABULARY WITHIN THE STANDARD WILL BE TAUGHT THROUGHOUT DAILY OBJECTIVES / GOALS. 

 
POWER STANDARDS (Students need to master these standards in order to be successful in fifth grade.) 
 
The student can….  
 
 

Common Formative Assessments Given: Unit 1 --- Benchmark Test  

 
 
 

Quarter 2- Big Ideas/Enduring Understandings 
  

 

Essential Questions: 
 
Unit  
 

AR STANDARDS / SKILLS To Be Taught in Quarter 1  
CONTENT VOCABULARY WITHIN THE STANDARD WILL BE TAUGHT THROUGHOUT DAILY OBJECTIVES / GOALS. 

 

http://www.arkansased.gov/public/userfiles/Learning_Services/Curriculum%20and%20Instruction/Frameworks/Math/Arkansas_Mathematics_Standards_K_5.pdf
http://www.arkansased.gov/public/userfiles/Learning_Services/Curriculum%20and%20Instruction/Frameworks/Math/Arkansas_Mathematics_Standards_K_5.pdf


POWER STANDARDS (Students need to master these standards in order to be successful in fifth  grade.) 
 
The student can…. 
 
 

Common Formative Assessments Given: Unit 2 --- Unit Test  

 
 
 

Quarter 3- Big Ideas/Enduring Understandings 
  

 

Essential Questions: 
Unit  
 

AR STANDARDS / SKILLS To Be Taught in Quarter 1  
CONTENT VOCABULARY WITHIN THE STANDARD WILL BE TAUGHT THROUGHOUT DAILY OBJECTIVES / GOALS. 

 
POWER STANDARDS (Students need to master these standards in order to be successful in fifth grade.) 
 
The student can…. 
 
 

Common Formative Assessments Given: Unit 3--- Benchmark Test  

 
 
 

Quarter 4- Big Ideas/Enduring Understandings 
  

 

Essential Questions: 
Unit 
 

AR STANDARDS / SKILLS To Be Taught in Quarter 1  
CONTENT VOCABULARY WITHIN THE STANDARD WILL BE TAUGHT THROUGHOUT DAILY OBJECTIVES / GOALS. 

http://www.arkansased.gov/public/userfiles/Learning_Services/Curriculum%20and%20Instruction/Frameworks/Math/Arkansas_Mathematics_Standards_K_5.pdf
http://www.arkansased.gov/public/userfiles/Learning_Services/Curriculum%20and%20Instruction/Frameworks/Math/Arkansas_Mathematics_Standards_K_5.pdf


 
POWER STANDARDS (Students need to master these standards in order to be successful in fifth grade.) 
 
The student can…. 
 
 

Common Formative Assessments Given: Unit 4 ---Unit Test  

 
 
 
 
FOURTH GRADE 

Arkansas Standards 
 

The standards are hyperlinked here. There are lots of 
“teacher notes” and resources embedded in the standards 

that are helpful. 
POWER STANDARDS FOR EACH 9-WEEKS 
WILL BE LINKED HERE 
 

“I Can” Statements  
What should students be able to do to 
demonstrate mastery of the standard? 

 
 

Common Assessments 
What assessments are you 

going to give to ensure 
students can demonstrate 
mastery of the standard? 

Assessments will be linked. 
 

Focus 
Lesson  

 
PACING 
GUIDE 

 
Lesson Plans 
will be linked. 

Reading Standards for Literature  

RL.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when 
explaining what the text says explicitly and when 
drawing inferences from the text. 

I can use details and examples directly from 
the text to explain what a text is saying. 
I can use details and examples directly from 
the text to support my inferences. 

U2L9: Comprehension: 
Conclusions and Generalizations 
U3L12: Comprehension: 
Conclusions and Generalizations 
U5L25: Comprehension: Author’s 
Purpose 
U6L30: Comprehension: 
Conclusions and Generalizations 

 

RL.4.2 Examine a grade-appropriate literary text. ● 
Provide a summary. ● Determine a theme of a story, 
drama, or poem from details in the text. 

I can do a close read of a text. 
I can provide a summary of the text. 
I can define theme. 
I can determine the theme of a literary text. 
I can cite details from the text to support the 
theme. 

U1L4: Comprehension: Theme 
U2L8: Comprehension: Theme 
U4L18: Comprehension: Theme 
U5L21: Comprehension: Theme 

 

http://www.arkansased.gov/public/userfiles/Learning_Services/Curriculum%20and%20Instruction/Frameworks/Eng%20Lang%20Arts/English_Language_Arts_Standards_07_18_6.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UH3SnuwikW72R77rSNMXkgT-Kcss5Yh3p_bCbTE-2gg/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UH3SnuwikW72R77rSNMXkgT-Kcss5Yh3p_bCbTE-2gg/edit


RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in 
a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text 
(e.g., a character's thoughts, words, or actions).  

I can use specific details from the text to 
describe a character ,and their thoughts, 
words, and actions.  
I can  use specific details from the text to 
describe a setting. 
I can use specific details from the text to 
describe an event.  

U1L1: Comprehension: Story 
Structure 
U1L5: Comprehension: 
Understanding Characters 
U2L6: Comprehension: Story 
Structure 
U2L8: Comprehension: 
Understanding Characters 
U3L12: Comprehension: Sequence 
of Events 
U4L16: Comprehension: Compare 
and Contrast 
U4L18: Comprehension: Story 
Structure 
(Characters) U6L26: 
Comprehension: Story Structure 
U6L29: Comprehension: 
Understanding Characters 

 

RL.4.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including figurative language.  

I can determine the meaning of a word based 
on how it is used in the text.  
I can determine the meaning of a phrase 
based on how it is used in the text.  
I can define types of figurative language. 
I can identify examples of figurative 
language in a text. 
I can determine the meaning of figurative 
language based on how it is used in the text.  

U1L4: Comprehension: Allusion 
U1L5: Comprehension: Hyperbole 
U4L16: Comprehension: 
Personification and Metaphor 
U4L18: Comprehension: Allusion 

 

RL.4.5 Compare and contrast the structural elements of 
poems (e.g., verse, rhythm, meter), drama (e.g., casts of 
characters, settings, descriptions, dialogue, stage 
directions), and prose.  

I can explain what “structural elements” are 
for different types of text. 
I can locate structural elements of poetry in 
the text; verse, rhyme, and meter. 
I can locate structural elements of a drama; 
cast of characters, setting, descriptions, 
dialogue, and stage direction.  
I can locate structural  elements of a prose 
piece. 
I can compare and contrast the structural 
elements of poems, drama, and prose texts.  

  

RL.4.6 Compare and contrast the point of view from I can define point of view. U5L25: Comprehension: Compare 
Texts 

 



which different stories are narrated, including the 
difference between first- and third-person narrations. 

I can determine the point of view a text is 
being told from; first person point of view or 
third person point of view.  
I can compare and contrast the point of view 
different texts are being narrated from.  

RL.4.7 Analyze the similarities and differences between 
the text of a story or drama and a visual or oral 
presentation of the same text citing specific details.  

I can explain what it means to analyze. 
I can use text evidence to analyze two 
versions of a text.  

  

RL.4.9 Compare and contrast the treatment of similar 
themes and topics (e.g., opposition of good and evil) and 
patterns of events in stories and traditional literature 
from different cultures.  

I can define traditional literature. 
I can define culture. 
I can determine how cultures differ. 
I can locate themes and topics from a text; 
opposition of good good and evil. 
I can outline the patterns of events in stories 
with similar themes. 
I can compare and contrast the treatment of 
similar themes, topics , and patterns of events 
from texts and traditional literature from 
different cultures.  

  

RL.4.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend 
literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, in the 
Grades 4-5 text complexity band proficiently, with 
scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.  

 
 

  

Reading Standards for Informational Text 

RI.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when 
explaining what the text says explicitly and when 
drawing inferences from the text. 

I can use details and examples directly from 
the text to explain what a text is saying. 
I can use details and examples directly from 
the text to support my inference 

U2L9: Comprehension: 
Conclusions and Generalizations 
U4L19: Comprehension: 
Conclusions and Generalizations 
U6L28: Comprehension: Facts and 
Opinions 
U6L30: Comprehension: 
Conclusions and Generalizations 

 

RI.4.2 Examine a grade-appropriate informational text. 
● Provide a summary. ● Determine the main idea of a 
text and explain how it is supported by key details.  

I can do a close read of a text. 
I can provide a summary of the text. 
I can define main idea.  

U4L17: Comprehension: Main Idea 
and Details 
U6L27: Comprehension: Main Idea 
and Details 

 



I can determine the main idea of an 
informational text. 
I can cite evidence  from the text to support 
the key details. 

RI.4.3 Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in 
a historical, scientific, or technical text, including what 
happened and why, based on specific information in the 
text. 

I can define types of informational text; 
historical, scientific, or technical.  
I can determine the type of text I am reading; 
historical, scientific, or technical.  
I can explain events, procedures, ideas or 
concepts in an informational text including 
what happened and why based on specific 
information from the text.  

U1L2: Comprehension: Explain 
historical events.  
U2L7: Comprehension: Explain 
concepts and ideas 
U3L14: Comprehension: Explain 
Scientific Concepts and Ideas 

 

RI.4.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and 
domain-specific words or phrases in a text relevant to a 
Grade 4 topic or subject area. 

I can determine the meaning of general 
academic words or phrases relevant to a 
grade 4 topic or subject area. 
I can determine the meaning of 
domain-specific words or phrases relevant to 
a grade 4 topic or subject area.  

U1L3: Comprehension: Domain 
Specific Vocabulary 
U2L7: Comprehension: Domain 
Specific Vocabulary 
U3L13: Comprehension: Domain 
Specific Vocabulary  
U4L17: Comprehension: Domain  
Specific Vocabulary 
U5L23: Comprehension: Simile  

 

RI.4.5 Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, 
comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, 
ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a text. 

I can define chronology. 
I can define comparison. 
I can define cause/effect. 
I can define problem/solution. 
I can describe the overall structure of events, 
ideas, concepts, or information from a text or 
part of a text.  

U1L3: Comprehension: Cause and 
Effect 
U2L10: Comprehension: Genre: 
Biography 
U3L11: Comprehension: Text 
Structure 
U3L13: Comprehension: Sequence 
U4L19: Comprehension: Problem 
and Solution 
U4L20: Comprehension: Text 
Structure 
U5L23: Comprehension: Text 
Structure 

 

RI.4.6 Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand 
account of the same event or topic; describe the 
differences in focus and the information provided. 

I can define “account” as it is being used in 
standard.  
I determine if an account is being told in first 
of second person point of view.  
I can compare and contrast an account of the 

U3L13: Comprehension Compare 
Texts 

 



same event from both a first and second hand 
point of view.  
I can describe the differences in focus and 
information provided from first and second 
hand accounts.  

RI.4.7 Interpret information presented visually, orally, 
or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, time 
lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) 
and explain how the information contributes to an 
understanding of the text in which it appears.  

I can define interpret.  
I can define quantitatively.  
I can determine how information is being 
presented in an informational text; charts, 
graphs, diagrams, time lines, animations, or 
interactive elements on web pages.  
I can explain how different presentations of 
information in a text contribute to 
understanding. 

U1L3: Comprehension: Interpret 
Visuals 
U3L11: Comprehension: Text and 
Graphic Features 
U3L14: Comprehension: Text and 
Graphic Features 
U5L23: Comprehension: Text and 
Graphic Features 
 

 

RI.4.8 Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence 
to support particular points in a text. 

I can explain how an author uses reasons and 
evidence to support particular points in a text.  

U1L2: Comprehension: Author’s 
Purpose 
U2L7: Comprehension: Fact and 
Opinion 
U3L14: Comprehension: Author’s 
Purpose 
U5L24: Comprehension: Fact and 
Opinion 

 

RI.4.9 Integrate information from two texts on the same 
topic in order to write or speak about the subject 
knowledgeably.  

I can define integrate. 
I can integrate information from two texts on 
the same subject.  
I can write or speak about the topic 
knowledgeably.  

U3L13: Comprehension: Compare 
Texts 

 

RI.4.10 By the end of year, read and comprehend 
informational texts, including history/social studies, 
science, and technical texts, in the Grades 4-5 text 
complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed 
at the high end of the range.  

   

Reading Standards: Foundational Skills Phonics and Word Recognition  

RF.4.3 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word 
analysis skills in decoding words.  

I can define analysis.  
I can define decoding.  

  



I can apply grade-level phonics in decoding 
words. 
I can apply word analysis skills in decoding 
words.  

RF.4.3.A Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound 
correspondences, syllabication patterns, and morphology 
(e.g., roots and affixes) to read accurately unfamiliar 
multisyllabic words in context and out of context.  

I can define correspondence. 
I can I define syllabication.  
I can define morphology (roots and affixes). 
I can define multisyllabic.  
I can use combined knowledge of all 
letter-sound correspondences, syllabication 
patterns, and morphology to accurately read 
unfamiliar multisyllabic words in and out of 
context.  

U2L8: Decoding: Stressed and 
Unstressed Syllables 
U2L6: Decoding: Common 
Consonant Patterns Digraphs 
U2L7: Decoding: Common 
Consonant Patterns: Clusters 
U2L9: Decoding: Common 
Beginning Syllables 
U2L10: Decoding: Vowel +r in 
Multi-Syllable Words 
U4L16: Decoding: Sound/Spelling 
Changes 
 
U4L19: Decoding: More Common 
Suffixes (-ful, -less, -ness, -ment) 
U4L18: Decoding: Recognizing 
Prefixes (re-, un-, dis-) 
U6L26: Decoding: Common Final 
Syllables 
U6L27: Decoding: More Final 
Syllables (C plus -le, -al, -el)  
U6L28: Decoding: Stress in 
Multi-Syllable Words 
U6L29: Decoding: Words with 
Silent Consonants 
U6L30: Decoding: Unusual 
Spelling 
 
 

 

Reading Standards: Foundational Skills Fluency 

RF.4.4 Read grade-level text with sufficient accuracy 
and fluency to support comprehension.  

I can define sufficient.  
I can read grade-level text with sufficient 
accuracy and fluency to support 
comprehension,  

  

RF.4.4.A Read grade-level text with purpose and 
understanding.  

I can read grade-level text with purpose and 
understanding.  

  



RF.4.4.B Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with 
accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on successive 
readings.  

I can define successive.  
I can read grade level prose and poetry orally 
with accuracy, appropriate rate, and 
expression on successive readings.  

  

RF.4.4.C Use context in grade-level text to confirm or 
self-correct word recognition and understanding, 
rereading as necessary.  

I can use context clues in order to confirm or 
self-correct word recognition and 
understanding.  
I will reread as necessary in order to confirm 
or self correct word recognition and 
understanding.  

  

Writing Standards  

W.4.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, 
supporting the opinion with reasons and information. 

I can write opinion pieces on topics or texts.  
I can support my opinion with reasons and 
information. 

U3L15: Opinion Writing 
U6L30: Opinion Writing 

 

W.4.1.A Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an 
opinion, and create an organizational structure in which 
related ideas are grouped to support the writer's purpose.  

I can define organizational structure.  
I can introduce a topic or text clearly.  
I can state an opinion. 
I can create an organizational structure in 
order to group related ideas to support the 
writer’s purpose.  

U3L15: Opinion Writing 
U6L30: Opinion Writing 

 

W.4.1.B Provide reasons that are supported by facts and 
details 

I can provide reasons that are supported by 
facts and details.  

U3L15: Opinion Writing 
U6L30: Opinion Writing 

 

W.4.1.C Link opinion and reasons using words and 
phrases (e.g., for instance, in order to, in addition).  

I can link an opinion and reason using words 
and phrases.  

U3L15: Opinion Writing 
U6L30: Opinion Writing 

 

W.4.1.D Provide a concluding statement or section 
related to the opinion presented.  

I can provide a concluding statement or 
section related to the opinion presented.  

U3L15: Opinion Writing 
U6L30: Opinion Writing 

 

W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a 
topic and convey ideas and information clearly 

I can define convey.  
I can write informative/explanatory texts to 
examine a topic.  
I can convey ideas and information clearly.  

U2L10:Informative Writing 
U5L23: Informative Writing 

 

W.4.2.A Introduce a topic clearly and group related 
information in paragraphs and sections; include 

I can define formatting. 
I can define multimedia.  

U2L10:Informative Writing 
U5L23: Informative Writing 

 



formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia 
when useful to aiding comprehension. 

I can introduce a topic clearly.  
I can group related information into 
paragraphs and sections. 
I can include formatting (e,g,m headings), 
illustrations, and multimedia when useful to 
aiding comprehension.  

W.4.2.B Develop the topic with facts, definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or other information and 
examples related to the topic.  

I can define develop (in writing). 
I can develop the topic with facts, definitions, 
concrete details related to the topic. 
I can develop topics with quotations or other 
information and examples related to the 
topic.  

U2L10:Informative Writing 
U5L23: Informative Writing 

 

W.4.2.C Link ideas within categories of information 
using words and phrases (e.g., another, for example, 
also, because). 

I can define categories.  
I can link ideas within categories or 
information using words and phrases.  

U2L10:Informative Writing 
U5L23: Informative Writing 

 

W.4.2.D Use precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.  

I can define precise language.  
I can define domain-specific vocabulary.  
I can use domain-specific vocabulary to 
inform or explain the topic. 

U2L10:Informative Writing 
U5L23: Informative Writing 

 

W.4.2.F Provide a concluding statement or section 
related to the information or explanation presented.  

I can provide a concluding statement or 
section related to the information or 
explanation presented.  

U2L10:Informative Writing 
U5L23: Informative Writing 
 

 

W.4.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined 
experiences or events using effective technique, 
descriptive details, and clear event sequences.  

I can define technique.  
I can write narratives to develop real or 
imagined experiences or events.  
I can use effective technique, descriptive 
details, and clear event sequences when 
writing narratives.  
 

U1L5: Narrative Writing 
U4L20: Narrative Writing 

 

W.4.3.A Orient the reader by establishing a situation and 
introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an 
event sequence that unfolds naturally. 

I can define orient.  
I can orient a reader by establishing a 
situation and introducing a narrator and/or 
characters.  
I can organize an event sequence that unfolds 

U1L5: Narrative Writing 
U4L20: Narrative Writing 

 



naturally.  

W.4.3.B Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue and 
description, to develop experiences and events or show 
the responses of characters to situations.  

I can use narrative techniques to develop 
experiences and events or show the responses 
of characters to situations.  
I can use dialogue to develop experiences and 
events or show the responses of characters to 
situations.  
I can use descriptions to develop experiences 
and events or show the responses of 
characters to situations.  

U1L5: Narrative Writing 
U4L20: Narrative Writing 

 

W.4.3.C Use a variety of transitional words and phrases 
to manage the sequence of events 

I can define transitional words.  
I can use variety of transitional words and 
phrases to manage the sequence of events.  

U1L2: Narrative Writing 
U1L5: Narrative Writing 
U4L20: Narrative Writing 

 

W.4.3.D Use concrete words and phrases and sensory 
details to convey experiences and events precisely 

I can use concrete words and phrases to 
convey experiences and events precisely.  
I can use sensory details to convey 
experiences and events precisely.  

U1L5: Narrative Writing 
U4L20: Narrative Writing 

 

W.4.3.E Provide a conclusion that follows from the 
narrated experiences or events.  

I can provide a conclusion that logically ends 
the narrated experience or events.  

U1L5: Narrative Writing 
U4L20: Narrative Writing 

 

W.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development and organization are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience.  

I can produce a clear and coherent writing.   

W.4.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, 
develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 
revising, and editing.  

I can plan a piece with guidance and support 
from peers and adults.  
I can develop a piece of writing with 
guidance and support from peers and adults.  
I can revise a piece with guidance and 
support from peers and adults.  
I can edit a piece with guidance and support 
from peers and adults.  

U1L2: Writing Trait: Word Choice 
U1L5: Writing Trait: Organization 
U2L7: Writing Trait: Word Choice 
U2L8: Writing Trait: Organization 
U2L9: Writing Trait: Organization 
U2L10: Writing Trait: Word 
Choice 
U3L14:Writing Trait: Organization 
U4L18: Writing Trait: Word 
Choice 
U4L19: Writing Trait: 
Organization 
U5L23: Writing Trait: 
Organization 

 



U6L26: Writing Trait: 
Organization 
U6L28: Writing Trait: Organized  
U6L30: Writing Trait: Sentence 
Fluency 

W.4.6 With some guidance and support from adults, use 
technology, including the Internet, to produce and 
publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate 
with others; demonstrate sufficient command of 
keyboarding skills to produce writing in a single sitting.  

I can define interact.  
I can define collaborate.  
I can use technology to produce and publish 
writing.  
I can use technology to interact and 
collaborate with others.  
I can demonstrate grade-level keyboarding 
skills to produce writing in a single sitting.  

  

W.4.7 Conduct short research projects that build 
knowledge through investigation of different aspects of 
a topic. 

I can conduct short research projects that 
build knowledge.  
I can conduct investigations on different 
aspects of a topics.  

  

W.4.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or 
gather relevant information from print and digital 
sources. ● Take notes and categorize information. ● 
Provide a list of sources.  

I can define relevant information.  
I can recall information from experiences  
I can gather information from print and 
digital sources. 
I can take notes and categorize information 
I can provide a list of sources.  

  

W.4.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational 
texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  

I can draw evidence from literary or 
informational texts.  
I can support my analysis with evidence.  
I can support my reflection with evidence.  
I can support my research with evidence.  

  

W.4.9.A Apply Grade 4 Reading standards to literature 
(e.g., "Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in 
a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text 
[e.g., a character's thoughts, words, or actions].").  

I can write a response to literature that 
describes a character, setting, or event in 
depth while drawing on specific details from 
the text.  

  

W.4.9.B Apply Grade 4 Reading standards to 
informational texts (e.g., "Explain how an author uses 
reasons and evidence to support particular points in a 

I can write a response to an informational 
text using reasons and evidence to support 
particular points.  

  



text.").  

W.4.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time 
for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.  

   

Speaking and Listening Standards  

SL.4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
conversations (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on Grade 4 topics and texts, 
building on others' ideas and expressing their own 
clearly. 

I can define collaborative conversations.  
I can define effective engagement.  
I can engage effectively in different kinds of 
collaborative conversations on grade 4 topics 
and texts.  
I can build on others’ ideas and express my 
own ideas clearly.  

  

SL.4.1.A Come to discussions prepared, having read or 
studied required material; explicitly draw on that 
preparation and other information known about the topic 
to explore ideas under discussion. 

I can come to discussions prepared. 
I can read and study material beforehand. 
I can draw explicitly on my preparations and 
other information known about the topic. 
I can explore these ideas and information 
during discussion.  

  

SL.4.1.B Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and 
carry out assigned roles.  

I can follow agreed-upon rules for 
discussions.  
I can carry out my assigned role during 
discussions.  

  

SL.4.1.C Pose and respond to specific questions to 
clarify or follow up on information, and make comments 
that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks 
of others.  

I can pose and respond to specific questions 
to clarify or follow up on information. 
I can make comments that contribute to the 
discussion.  
I can link remarks to other comments and 
discussion.  

  

SL.4.1.D Review the key ideas expressed and explain 
their own ideas and understanding in light of the 
discussion.  

I can review the key ideas expressed in a 
discussion.  
I can explain my own ideas and 
understanding in relation to the topic of 

  



discussion.  

SL.4.2 Paraphrase portions of information that is gained 
by means other than reading (e.g., texts read aloud; oral 
presentations of charts, graphs, or diagrams; speeches).  

I can gain information from sources such as 
text read alouds, oral presentations of charts, 
graphs, diagrams, or speeches.  
I can paraphrase portions of information that 
is gained by means other than reading.  

  

SL.4.3 Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker 
provides to support particular points.  

I can identify the reasons and evidence a 
speaker provides to support a topic.  

  

SL.4.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount 
an experience to support main ideas or themes. ● 
Organize ideas logically. ● Use appropriate facts. ● Use 
relevant, descriptive details. ● Speak clearly at an 
understandable pace. 

I can report on a topic or text to support main 
ideas or themes. .  
I can tell a story or recount an experience to 
support main ideas or themes.  
I can organize ideas logically to support main 
ideas or themes.  
I can use appropriate facts to support main 
ideas or themes. .  
I can use relevant, descriptive details to 
support main ideas or themes. 
I can speak clearly at an understandable pace.  
 

  

SL.4.6 Use standard English when speaking, 
differentiating between contexts that call for formal 
English and situations where informal discourse is 
appropriate.  

I can define formal English 
I can define informal English 
I can determine when formal or informal 
English should be used.  
I can use the form or English appropriate for 
a situation.  

  

Language Standards  

L.4.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English grammar and usage as appropriate for 
Grade 4 when writing or speaking.  

I can define conventions.  
I can use standard English grammar 
appropriately when writing or speaking.  

U5L21: Grammar: Comparative 
and Superlative Adjectives and 
Adverbs 
U5L22: Grammar: Negatives 

 

L.4.1.A This standard is taught at Grade 3 and should 
be reinforced as needed. Explain the function of nouns, 
pronouns, verbs, adjectives, prepositions, and adverbs in 

 U4L16: Grammar: Relative 
Pronouns and Adverbs 
U4L16: Grammar: Adjectives 
U4L17: Grammar: Adverbs 

 



general and their functions in particular sentences..  

L.4.1.B This standard is taught at Grade 3 and should 
be reinforced as needed. Form and use regular and 
irregular plural nouns. ● Use abstract nouns (e.g., 
childhood).  

   

L.4.1.C Form and use the progressive verb tenses. (e.g., 
I was walking; I am walking; I will be walking). 

I can form and use progressive verb tenses.  U2L8: Grammar: Progressive Verb 
Tenses 

 

L.4.1.D This standard is taught at Grade 3 and should 
be reinforced as needed. Ensure subject-verb and 
pronoun-antecedent agreement.  

 U4L16: Grammar: Adjectives  

L.4.1.E Order adjectives within sentences according to 
conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag rather than a 
red small bag) 

I can order adjectives within sentences 
according to conventional patterns.  

  

L.4.1.F Explain the function of conjunctions and 
interjections in general and their function in particular 
sentences.  

I can explain the function of conjunctions 
both in general and in particular sentences. 
I can explain the function of interjections 
both in general and in particular sentences.  
 

  

L.4.1.G Form and use prepositional phrases I can define a prepositional phrase.  
I can form and use prepositional phrases.  

U4L18: Grammar: Prepositions and 
Prepositional Phrases 

 

L.4.1.H Demonstrate command of simple and compound 
sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate 
fragments and run-ons. ● Use independent clauses and 
coordinating conjunctions when writing a compound 
sentence. 

I define a simple sentence. 
I can define compound sentences. 
I can define independent clauses  
I can define coordinating  conjunctions 
I can identify fragment and run-on sentences.  
I can correct fragment and run-on sentences. 
I can use use independent clauses and 
coordinating conjunctions when writing a 
compound sentence.  
 

U1L2: Grammar: Fragments and 
Run-On Sentences 
U1L2: Grammar: Kinds of 
Sentences 
U2L9: Grammar: Compound and 
Complex Sentences 

 

L.4.1.I Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to 
convey various conditions.  

I can define modal auxiliaries.  
I can use modal auxiliaries to convey various 

U3L13: Grammar: Modal 
Auxiliaries 

 



conditions.  

L.4.1.J This standard is taught in Kindergarten and 
should be reinforced as needed. Understand and use 
question words (interrogatives) e.g., who, what, when, 
where, why, how). 

   

L.4.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling as appropriate for Grade 4 when writing.  

I can demonstrate command of standard 
English capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing.  

U4L20: Grammar: Abbreviations 
U5L25: Grammar: Proper 
Mechanics 
U5L23: Grammar: Punctuation 

 

L.4.2.A Use correct capitalization.    U1L5: Grammar: Proper Nouns  

L.4.2.B Use correct spelling of plurals and possessives 
in writing.  

I can use correct spelling of plurals when 
writing.  
I can use correct spelling of possessives when 
writing.  

U6L28: Grammar: Possessive 
Pronouns 

 

L.4.2.C Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct 
speech and quotations from a text. 

I can use commas and quotation marks to 
mark direct speech and quotations from a 
text.  

U1L3: Grammar: Quotations 
U5L24: Grammar: Commas 
 

 

L.4.2.D Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, 
consulting references as needed, including frequently 
confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their).  

I can spell grade-appropriate words correctly.  
I can consult references as needed to spelling 
grade-appropriate words.  

U1L5: Spelling: Homophones 
U2L8: Spelling: Vowel Sounds 
/ou/, /o 
U2L9: Spelling: Vowel +/r/ sounds 
U3L11: Grammar: Frequently 
Confused Words 
U4L17: Decoding: More 
Sound/Spelling Changes 
U4L18: Decoding: Recognizing 
Prefixes 
U4L20: Decoding: VCCV pattern 
and word parts 
U4L18: Spelling: Prefixes: re-, un-, 
dis- 
U5L23: Spelling: VCCV pattern 
U6L26: Spelling: Final Schwa +/r/ 
sounds 
U6L27: Spelling: Final Schwa +/l/ 
U6L29: Spelling: Words and Silent 
Consonants 

 



L.4.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions as 
appropriate for Grade 4 when writing, speaking, reading, 
or listening. 

I can use knowledge of language and 
conventions as appropriate for grade 4 when 
writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

U4L17: Grammar: Adverbs  

L.4.3.A Choose words and phrases to convey ideas 
precisely. ● Choose punctuation for effect.  

I can choose words and phrases to convey 
ideas precisely.  
I can choose punctuation for effect.  

U3L12: Comprehension: Author’s 
Word Choice 

 

L.4.3.B Demonstrate through writing and speech the 
impact that audience and purpose have on how a 
message is shaped (e.g., word choice, form).  

I can define word choice 
I can define form 
I can demonstrate the impact that the 
audience and purposes have on how a 
message is shaped through writing.  
I can demonstrate the impact that the 
audience and purposes have on how a 
message is shaped through speech. 

  

L.4.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on Grade 4 
reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies.  

I can define clarify. 
I can choose from a range of strategies in 
order to determine or clarify meaning of 
unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases. 

  

L.4.4.A Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or 
restatements in text) as clues to the meaning of a word 
or phrase.  

I can use context clues to determine the 
meaning of a word or phrase.  

U1L3: Vocabulary Strategy: Using 
Context 
U5L21: Vocabulary Strategy: 
Using Context  
U5L24: Vocabulary Strategy: 
Using Context  
U6L26: Target Vocabulary 
U6L27: Target: Vocabulary 
U6L27: Vocabulary Strategy: 
Analogies  
U6L29: Target Vocabulary 
U6L30: Target Vocabulary 

 

L.4.4.B Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and 
Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word 
(e.g., telegraph, photograph, autograph).  

I can use common , grade-appropriate Greek 
and Latin roots as clues to the meaning of a 
word.  

U1L1: Vocabulary Strategy: 
Prefixes re-, un-, dis- 
U1L4: Vocabulary Strategy: 
Prefixes non-, mis- 
U1L2: Vocabulary Strategy: 
Prefixes in-, im-, il-, ir- 
U2L6: Vocabulary Strategy: 

 



Suffixes -y, -ous 
U2L7: Vocabulary Strategy: Greek 
and Latin Word Parts: phon, photo, 
graph, auto 
U3L13: Vocabulary Strategy: 
Greek and Latin Word Parts: spect, 
struct, tele, vis 
U3L14: Vocabulary Strategy: 
Suffixes: -able, -ible 
U4L17: Vocabulary Strategy: 
Suffixes: -ion, -ation, -ition 
U6L26: Vocabulary Strategy: 
Greek and Latin Roots 
U6L28: Vocabulary Strategy: 
Prefixes: con-, com-, in-, im- 
U6L30: Vocabulary Strategy: 
Suffixes -er, -or, -ist 

L.4.4.C Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital to find the 
pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise 
meaning of words and phrases.  

I can consult both print and digital reference 
materials to find the pronunciation of words 
and phrases.  
 
I can consult both print and digital reference 
materials to determine or clarify the meaning 
of words and phrases.  

U1L5: Vocabulary Strategy: 
Reference Materials 
U4L19: Vocabulary Strategy: 
Reference Materials 
U6L29: Vocabulary Strategy: 
Word Origin 

 

L.4.4.Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on Grade 4 
reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies.  

I can determine the meaning of unknown and 
multiple meaning words and phrases based 
on grade 4 reading and content.  
I can clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple meaning words and phrases based 
on grade 4 reading and content. 
I can choose from a range of strategies to 
determine word meaning.  

  

L.4.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, 
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings, as 
appropriate for grade level.  

I can define figurative language.  
I can define nuance.  
I can demonstrate understanding of figurative 
language.  
I can demonstrate understanding or word 
relationships.  
I can demonstrate understanding of nuances 

U2L8: Vocabulary Strategy: 
Figurative Language 
U4L16: Vocabulary Strategy: 
Figurative Language 
U4L20: Comprehension: 
Onomonopia  

 



in word meanings.  

L.4.5.A Explain the meaning of simple similes and 
metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a picture) in context.  

I can define simile 
I can define metaphor 
I can explain the meaning of simple similes 
in context.  
I can explain the meaning of simple 
metaphors in context.  

U2L10: Comprehension: Simile 
and Metaphor 
 

 

L.4.5.B Recognize and explain the meaning of common 
idioms and proverbs. 

I can recognize common idioms and 
proverbs.  
I can explain the meanings of common 
idioms and proverbs.  

U1L2: Comprehension: Idioms 
U4L19: Comprehension: Idioms 
U5L21: Comprehension: Idioms 

 

L.4.5.C Demonstrate understanding of words by relating 
them to their opposites (antonyms) and to words with 
similar but not identical meanings (synonyms). 

I can define antonym 
I can define synonym 
I can demonstrate an understanding of words 
by relating them to antonyms  
I can demonstrate an understanding or words 
by relating them to synonyms.  
 

U2L9: Vocabulary Strategy: 
Antonyms 
U3L12: Vocabulary Strategy: 
Synonyms 

 

L.4.5.D This standard is taught in Grade 1 and should 
be reinforced as needed. Distinguish shades of meaning 
among verbs differing in manner (e.g., look, peek, 
glance, stare, glare, scowl) and adjectives differing in 
intensity (e.g., large, gigantic) by defining or choosing 
them or by acting out the meanings.  

 
 

  

L.4.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate 
general academic and domain-specific words and 
phrases, including those that signal precise actions, 
emotions, or states of being (e.g., quizzed, whined, 
stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., 
wildlife, conservation, endangered).  

I can acquire and accurately use new 
vocabulary words and phrases.  
 
 

U2L6: Target: Vocabulary 
U2L6: Target: Vocabulary 
U2L8: Target: Vocabulary 
U2L10: Vocabulary Strategy: 
Shades of  Meaning 
U2L10: Target: Vocabulary 
U4L16: Target: Vocabulary 
U4L17: Target: Vocabulary 
U4L19: Target: Vocabulary 
U4L20: Target: Vocabulary 
(Shades of Meaning) 
 

 

 


