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Quarter 1: Big IDEAS 
  

Unit 1:  Explain the themes of Geography. Explain the functions of different map features. Use maps to retrieve and explain information. 
Unit 2: Compare and contrast the founding documents. Explain the problems that resulted in the founding documents. Describe the function of the 
levels and branches of local and state government. Explain how a bill becomes a law.  
Unit 3  

Essential Questions: 
 
Students will consider…… 
 
Unit 1:  
Why is the ability to read a map an important skill?  
How can I use maps and map features to help me answer questions? 
 
Unit 2: 
How have the founding documents helped shape the country we live in today? 
Why is there a process by which to create laws? 
How have citizen rights changed throughout the year. 
 
 

AR STANDARDS / SKILLS   
CONTENT VOCABULARY WITHIN THE STANDARD WILL BE TAUGHT THROUGHOUT DAILY OBJECTIVES / GOALS. 

The student will….              Standard Coding:  Geography, Civics and Government 
 
Unit 1: Map Skills 
G.8.4.1 Use geographic representations to examine the spatial organization of Arkansas citing relative and absolute location  
G.8.4.2 Use thematic maps (e.g., climate, political, topographical) and other geographic representations to compare physical and human 
characteristics of a region to those of another region in the United States and the interactions that shape them 
G.8.4.3 Construct maps and other graphic representations of Arkansas and the United States, including physical and human 
characteristics, title, legend, compass rose  
 
Arkansas Disciplinary Literacy Focus Standards 
Reading:  
RI.4.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a text relevant to a Grade 4 topic or subject area. 

http://www.arkansased.gov/public/userfiles/Learning_Services/Curriculum%20and%20Instruction/Frameworks/Social%20Studies/Grades_K_4_Social_Studies_030216.pdf
http://www.arkansased.gov/public/userfiles/Learning_Services/Curriculum%20and%20Instruction/Frameworks/Social%20Studies/Grades_K_4_Social_Studies_030216.pdf


RI.4.7 Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively 
 
Writing:  
W.4.2.D Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.  
W.4.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  
 
 
Unit 2: Founding Documents 
 
C.1.4.1 Explain the purpose of the founding documents including the Declaration of Independence, U.S. Constitution, and the Bill of Rights 
C.1.4.2 Examine responsibilities and powers of government officials at various levels and branches of local and state governments 
C.1.4.3 Examine the origins, functions, and structure of state and federal government  
C.2.4.1 Analyze the role state and national symbols, patriotic songs, and mottos play in fostering citizenship 
C.2.4.2 Demonstrate the procedures for recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance and proper etiquette for the Arkansas and American Flags  
C.2.4.3 Evaluate changes in citizens’ rights and responsibilities over time 
C.2.4.4 Use deliberative processes when making decisions and acting upon civic problems 
C.3.4.1 Examine the creation and enforcement of rules and laws at the state level 
C.3.4.2 Evaluate reciprocal relationships between people and rules, laws, and policies 
C.3.4.3 Analyze group actions and responses to local and global problems 
 
Arkansas Disciplinary Literacy Focus Standards 
Reading:  
RI.4.2 Examine a grade-appropriate informational text. ● Provide a summary. ● Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by 
key details.  
RI.4.3 Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, including what happened and why, based on specific 
information in the text. 
RI.4.5 Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text 
or part of a text. 
 
Writing:  
W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly 
W.4.2.A Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections; include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and 
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 
W.4.2.B Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples related to the topic.  
W.4.2.D Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.  
W.4.2.F Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation presented. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Student “I Can” Statements 
Pacing Guide 

Common 
Assessments  

Resources Writing Focus Vocabulary/Terms 

UNIT 1 
G.8.4.1:  

● I can explain what a geographic 
representation is. 

● I can identify and describe the 
properties of a variety of maps 
and globes (e.g., title, legend, 
cardinal and intermediate 
directions, scale, symbols, grid, 
principal parallels, meridians) 
and purposes (wayfinding, 
reference, thematic). 

● I can identify and describe the 
functions of a variety of 

G.8.4.1: 
Prompt: Construct a 
paragraph with evidence 
from our studies to answer 
a map dependent 
question. 
 
G.8.4.2 
Use a Venn Diagram to 
compare and contrast 
information from a 
variety of maps. 
 
 

Social Studies Text Pages: I-14 
through I-22 
 
Winn Dixie Text and Video 
Clips(Journeys) 
 
Brain pop videos linked in 
google classroom 
 
Cardinal directions 8 point exit 
question page 
 
Latitude and longitude pages 
from Social studies homework 

Create maps and diagrams to 
explain information. 
 
Use Venn Diagrams and other 
visuals to organize information. 
 
Construct paragraphs to 
compare and contrast… 
topic paragraph and citing 
evidence. 
 
 
 

Unit 1: Continents, 
Equator, Hemispheres, 
Prime Meridian, Map 
Title, Political Map, 
Physical Map, Historical 
Map, Map Key, Legend, 
Inset Map, Locator, 
Map Scale, Distance 
scale, Compass Rose, 
Cardinal Directions, 
Intermediate Directions, 
Grid System 
 

https://docs.google.com/a/westsideschools.org/document/d/1NS7m4JXHD5GWu0Nls5uaWDAvNjd0v1qxNmUcpP6gu0A/edit?usp=sharing


geographic representations. 
● I can compare/contrast relative 

and absolute location. 
● I can use a map to explain the 

spatial organization of 
Arkansas. 

 
G.8.4.2 

● I can identify the maps or types 
of maps most appropriate for 
specific purposes, (e.g., to 
locate physical and/or human 
features, to determine the 
shortest route from one town to 
another town, to compare the 
number of people living at two 
or more locations). 

● I can describe how a variety of 
geographic representations 
(maps, globes, graphs, 
diagrams, aerial and other 
photographs, GPS) are used to 
communicate different types of 
information. 

● I can compare and contrast the 
physical and human 
characteristics of places in 
Arkansas using a variety of 
maps. 

G.8.4.3 

● I can construct a map that 
displays geospatial data using 
symbols explained in a key 
(e.g., a sketch map to illustrate 
a narrative story, a map of cars 
in the school parking lot 
showing type and color, a 
classroom map showing 
different types of tables, desks, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
G.8.4.3 
Create a map of the town 
in which Winn Dixie takes 
place. (Pull out the section 
from the movie that 
describes the town). 
 

and practice book page 1-9 
 
Brain pop video assessment 
 
Continent and ocean quiz 
 
  

 

 

 
 

 



and chairs). 
● I can construct a map of the 

United States and Arkansas 
using symbols to show 
quantities by state (e.g., 
population, professional sports 
teams, mountain peaks over a 
certain elevation). 

RI.4.4 

● I can determine the meaning of 
domain-specific words or 
phrases relevant to a grade 4 
topic or subject area.  

RI.4.7  
● I can determine how 

information is being presented 
in an informational text; charts, 
graphs, diagrams, time lines, 
animations, or interactive 
elements on web pages.  

● I can explain how different 
presentations of information in 
a text contribute to 
understanding. 

W.4.2.D 
● I can define domain-specific 

vocabulary.  
● I can use domain-specific 

vocabulary to inform or explain 
the topic. 

W.4.9 
● I can draw evidence from 

informational texts.  
● I can support my analysis with 

evidence.  

Unit 2 
 
C.1.4.1 

● I can explain the purpose of the 

Writing Prompt:  Given a 
student relevant problem, 
draft a bill to act as a 
solution or guideline for 

Social Studies book: 
Pages 50 to 57  
United States Government 
 

 Unit 2: Culture, 
Patriotism, Immigrant, 
Population, Rural, 
Urban, Suburb, 



Declaration of Independence. 
● I can explain the purpose of the 

U.S. Constitution. 
● I can explain the Bill of Rights. 
● I can compare and contrast 

founding documents.  
C.1.4.2  

● I can identify the officials 
associated with each of the 
branches of government. 

● I can explain the 
responsibilities and powers of 
government officials in each of 
the three branches. 

C.1.4.3  
● I can outline how the federal 

government is organized. 
● I can determine the origins of 

the branches of the  federal 
government. 

● I can explain the functions the 
federal government branches. 

● I can outline how the state 
government is organized. 

● I can determine the origins of 
the branches of the state 
government. 

● I can explain the functions the 
state government branches 

C.2.4.1  
● I can define citizenship. 
● I can analyze the role of state 

symbols, patriotic songs, and 
mottos play in fostering 
citizenship.  

● I can analyze the role of 
national symbols, patriotic 
songs, and mottos play in 
fostering citizenship.  

 
C.2.4.2  

● I can demonstrate the 
procedures for reciting the 
Pledge of Allegiance.  

that problem, then explain 
the process your bill would 
have to go through in 
order to become a law. 
 
 
Use a given tool to critique 
a state symbol, patriotic 
song, or motto in order to 
draw conclusions about 
how each encourages 
citizenship. (SWOT 
strategy or Modified Artist 
Statement Flow Chart) 
 
 

Social Studies Book :  
Pages AR2 to AR 7 
Government 
 
Social Studies Homework and 
practice workbook page 13 to17 
 
Arkansas Studies Weekly 
 Weeks 2 and 3 
Week 2: The Constitution ; 
Mightier than the Sword 
 
Week 3: Our Government 
 
Schoolhouse Rock “I’m just a 
Bill” video 
https://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=FFroMQlKiag 
 
Schoolhouse Rock Branches of 
Government 
https://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=-EISWIY9bG8 
 
Documents purchased from 
Teachers pay Teachers 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Government, 
Constitution, 
Democracy, Republic, 
Legislative Executive 
Judicial Branch, 
Checks and Balances, 
Majority Rule 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-EISWIY9bG8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-EISWIY9bG8


● I can demonstrate proper 
etiquette for the Arkansas flags. 

● I can demonstrate proper 
etiquette for the American Flag.  

C.3.4.1  
● I can examine the creation of 

rules and laws at the state 
level.  

● I can examine the enforcement 
of rules and laws at the state 
level.  

 
Reading:  
RI.4.2  

● I can do a close read of a 
text. 

● I can provide a summary of 
the text. 

● I can cite evidence  from the 
text to support the key 
details.  

 
RI.4.3  

● I can explain events, 
procedures, ideas or 
concepts in an informational 
text including what 
happened and why based on 
specific information from the 
text.  

RI.4.5  
● I can describe the overall 

structure of events, ideas, 
concepts, or information 
from a text or part of a text. 
(CAUSE AND EFFECT) 

 
Writing:  
W.4.2.A  



● I can introduce a topic 
clearly.  

● I can group related 
information into paragraphs 
and sections. 

● I can include formatting 
(e,g,m headings), 
illustrations, and multimedia 
when useful to aiding 
comprehension.  

W.4.2.B  
● I can develop the topic with 

facts, definitions, concrete 
details related to the topic. 

● I can develop topics with 
quotations or other 
information and examples 
related to the topic.  

 
 
W.4.2.D  

● I can use domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform or 
explain the topic. 

W.4.2.F  
● I can provide a concluding 

statement or section related 
to the information or 
explanation presented.  

     

 

Quarter 2 : Big Ideas 
 

Unit 4 



Essential Questions: 
 
Students will consider…… 
 
 

AR STANDARDS / SKILLS   
CONTENT VOCABULARY WITHIN THE STANDARD WILL BE TAUGHT THROUGHOUT DAILY OBJECTIVES / GOALS. 

The student will….              Standard Coding:  World in Spatial Terms, Human Systems, Environment & Society 
Unit 4:  
 
***All Ongoing Geography & Disciplinary Literacy Standards will continue throughout the year. 
 

Student “I Can” Statements 
Pacing Guide 

Common Assessments  Journey Resources 
Other Resources 

Writing Focus 

  Social Studies Books  

    

 
 
 

Quarter 3: Big Ideas 
 

Unit 7 

Essential Questions: 
 
Students will consider...  
 

AR STANDARDS / SKILLS  
CONTENT VOCABULARY WITHIN THE STANDARD WILL BE TAUGHT THROUGHOUT DAILY OBJECTIVES / GOALS. 

The student will….              Standard Coding:  World in Spatial Terms, Human Systems, Environment & Society 
Unit 7:  
 
 
 

http://www.arkansased.gov/public/userfiles/Learning_Services/Curriculum%20and%20Instruction/Frameworks/Social%20Studies/Grades_K_4_Social_Studies_030216.pdf
http://www.arkansased.gov/public/userfiles/Learning_Services/Curriculum%20and%20Instruction/Frameworks/Social%20Studies/Grades_K_4_Social_Studies_030216.pdf
https://docs.google.com/a/westsideschools.org/document/d/1NS7m4JXHD5GWu0Nls5uaWDAvNjd0v1qxNmUcpP6gu0A/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.arkansased.gov/public/userfiles/Learning_Services/Curriculum%20and%20Instruction/Frameworks/Social%20Studies/Grades_K_4_Social_Studies_030216.pdf


 
 
 
 
Arkansas Disciplinary Literacy Focus Standards (Included in Units 7-12) 
Reading 
RH.6-8.9 Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic. 
Writing 
WHST.6-8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical processes. 
WHST.6-8.2.A Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader categories as appropriate to achieving 
purpose; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 
WHST.6-8.2.C Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 
WHST.6-8.2.D Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
WHST.6-8.2.E Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone. 
WHST.6-8.2.F Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented. 
 
***All Ongoing Geography & Disciplinary Literacy Standards will continue throughout the year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Student “I Can” Statements 
Pacing Guide 

Common Assessments  Journey Resources 
Other Resources 

Writing Focus 

   
 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/a/westsideschools.org/document/d/1NS7m4JXHD5GWu0Nls5uaWDAvNjd0v1qxNmUcpP6gu0A/edit?usp=sharing


 

    

 
 
 
 
 

Quarter 4: Big Ideas 
Unit 

Essential Questions: 
 
Students will consider…… 
 

AR STANDARDS / SKILLS  
CONTENT VOCABULARY WITHIN THE STANDARD WILL BE TAUGHT THROUGHOUT DAILY OBJECTIVES / GOALS. 

The student will….              Standard Coding:  World in Spatial Terms, Human Systems, Environment & Society 
Unit 10:  
 
 
 
***All Ongoing Geography & Disciplinary Literacy Standards will continue throughout the year. 

Student “I Can” Statements 
Pacing Guide 

Common Assessments  Journey Resources 
Other Resources 

Writing Focus 

    

    

 

http://www.arkansased.gov/public/userfiles/Learning_Services/Curriculum%20and%20Instruction/Frameworks/Social%20Studies/Grades_K_4_Social_Studies_030216.pdf
https://docs.google.com/a/westsideschools.org/document/d/1NS7m4JXHD5GWu0Nls5uaWDAvNjd0v1qxNmUcpP6gu0A/edit?usp=sharing

