
WESTSIDE MIDDLE SCHOOL 6TH GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES CURRICULUM MAP 
         Teacher: Davidson/Newell    

Quarter 1 - Beginnings & Early Civilizations  
Unit Goal:   Students will explore human beginnings and the ancient civilizations of Southwest Asia, Egypt, India, and China.  Tye will learn how 
geography influences people’s lives, how laws contribute to society, how innovations and ideas of of the past influence the present and the future, 
and how the belief systems of a society shape our culture. Students will continue to be challenged by analyzing documents, think critically, and 
drawing conclusions within a document based performance assessment. 

Essential Questions: 
 
Students will consider…… 
 
How does geography influence our lives? 
 
Why is government necessary for a functioning and orderly society? 
 
How do ancient/classical civilizations influence our world today? 

AR STANDARDS / SKILLS  
CONTENT VOCABULARY WITHIN THE STANDARD WILL BE TAUGHT THROUGHOUT DAILY OBJECTIVES / GOALS. 

The student will…. 
 
Unit 1: Beginnings 

● H.13.6.1 Compare hunter-gatherer and agrarian societies 
● H.13.6.4 Construct arguments about characteristics necessary for a civilization using multiple sources 
● E.4.6.1   Examine ways trade-offs have allowed civilizations to get the most out of scarce resources 
● E.4.6.2   Analyze historical developments in various regions across the world to 1500 C.E. using models of economic decision making 
● E.5.6.1   Analyze ways division of labor and specialization affected the development of civilizations 
● G.10.6.1 Analyze relationships between human settlements and movements and the location and use of natural resources in various regions up to 1500 C.E. 

 
Unit 2: Early Civilizations 

● H.13.6.3  Analyze early river valley civilizations to determine 
● H.13.6.5 Compare characteristics, contributions, and achievements of early river valley civilizations  
● H.13.6.2 Construct arguments about lasting achievements of early civilizations using multiple sources 
● H.13.6.6 Identify social and cultural effects of militarization and the emergence of new kingdoms on early civilizations 
● H.13.6.8 Analyze the significance of contributions made by major empires and civilizations of the world 
● C.1.6.1  Examine origins and purposes of government to 1500 C.E. 
● C.1.6.2  Compare origins, functions, structure, and different forms of executive leadership in systems of government in a variety of civilizations 
● C.3.6.1  Evaluate the function and effects of rules, laws, and treaties on civilizations to 1500 C.E. 
● E.5.6.3  Compare effects of supply and demand on early markets 
● E.6.6.3  Investigate ways that governments in different regions pay for the good and services they provide 
● E.6.6.4  Analyze the economic development of civilizations to 1500 C.E. using economic factors 



● G.9.6.1  Analyze effects of human-generated changes in the physical environment characteristics influenced where groups lived and how they adjusted to the 
environment in various civilizations up to 1500 C.E. 

● G.9.6.3  Analyze ways climate and environmental characteristics influenced where groups lived and how they adjusted to the environment in various civilizations 
up to 1500 C.E. 

● G.10.6.3  Analyze the impact of global population shifts in various eras and regions 
● ARSS.ELA-Literacy. RH.6-8.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct 

from prior knowledge or opinions. 
● ARSS.ELA-Literacy. RH.6-8.3 Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes a law, how interest 

rates are raised and lowered). 
● ARSS ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.5 Describe how a text presents information (e.g.sequentially, comparatively, causally). 
● CCSS ELA-Literacy.WHST.6-8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/experiments, or technical 

processes. 
● ARSS ELA-Literacy.WHST.6-8.2.a Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader categories as 

appropriate to achieving purpose; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 
 

Activities/Skills Assessments  Resources Vocabulary/Terms 

1. Identify the main idea or 
information in a primary or 
secondary source, summarizing 
the text accurately and without 
bias. (RH6-8.2)  

2. Determine which steps matter 
most in a process studies in 
history (e.g., how a bill becomes a 
law, how interest rates are raised 
and lowered. (RH 6-8.3) 

3. Determine what words and 
phrases mean in context, noting 
specific terms used in 
history/social studies. (RH 6-8.4 

4. Discuss the structural approach 
the author uses to present 
information in a text (e.g. 
sequential, comparison/contrast, 
cause-effect). (RH6-8.5 

5. Write/explain historical events, 
choosing only the details and 
information related to the topic. 
(WHST 6-8.2) 

6. Introduce a topic in a way in which 
it is clear and allows readers to 
anticipate what will come after 

Pretest 
Chapter tests 
Projects 
Exit slips 
Class Presentation 
2-column notes 
Canned Questions 
Foldable 
G.I.S.T. 
Graphic Organizers 

Chromebooks 
Textbook 
Informational text 
Graphic Organizers 
Informational Documents 
 
RH Standard 2 
 
RH Standard 3 
 
RH Standard 4 
 
Writing Standard 2 
 
Writing Standard 2a 
 
Writing Standard 2b 
 
Writing Standard 4 
 
 
 
 

Terms:Historian, archaeologist, 
prehistory vs. history, 
anthropologist, artifact, fossil, 
technology, Paleolithic Age, 
Neolithic Age, Nomads, 
hunter-gatherers, specialization, 
domesticate, civilization 
People: Hammurabi, Hatshepsut, 
Ramses II, Abraham, Jacob, 
Moses, Aryans, Brahmins, Sudras, 
Buddha (Siddhartha Guatama), 
Dalai Lama, Maurya, Asoka, Gupta, 
Confucious, Laozi, Hanfeizi, Qin 
Shihuangdi, Han Wudi 
 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.2
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.3
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.4
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/6-8/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.6-8.2
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/6-8/2/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/6-8/2/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/6-8/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.6-8.4


(WHST 6-8.2a) 
7. Organize Information into general 

categories and elaborate upon 
through the use of graphics and 
document design (WHST 6-8.2a) 

 
 
 

Quarter 2 - Classical Civilizations & World Religions 
Unit Goal:   Students will explore the ancient civilizations of Greece and Rome while analyzing their contributions to today’s world.  They will also 
learn more about the religions of the world throughout a inquiry-based project that will serve as the common performance assessment for the 
quarter.  Students will continue to be challenged by analyzing documents, thinking critically, and drawing conclusions based on evidence in 
document-based question tasks. 

Essential Questions: 
How does geography influence people’s lives? 
How do ancient/classical civilizations influence our world today? 
Who should lead? 
How should decisions be made for a society? 
How does religion influence society? 

AR STANDARDS / SKILLS  
CONTENT VOCABULARY WITHIN THE STANDARD WILL BE TAUGHT THROUGHOUT DAILY OBJECTIVES / GOALS. 

The student will…. 
Unit 3: Classical Civilizations: 
 Era 3 Classical Traditions, major religions, and giant empires 1000 B.C.E.-300 C.E. 

● H.13.6.7 Compare reasons for the rise and decline of major empires and civilizations using a variety of sources 
● H.13.6.8 Analyze the significance of contributions made by major empires  and civilizations  of the world  
● H.13.6.9 Examine causes and effects of conflict within and among the major empires  

Structure and Function: 
● C.1.6.3 Compare structure of government and functions of civilizations in different times and places 
● C.1.6.4 Compare power, rules, and responsibilities of civil societies   in different times and places 

Citizenship: 
● C.2.6.1 Compare ways in which various civilizations  foster social responsibility and civic virtues 
● C.2.6.3 Analyze rights, responsibilities, and privileges of individuals in various societies  to 1500 C.E. 
● C.2.6.4 Examine civic virtues  that guide government, society, and communities over time 

Production and Consumption: 
● E.5.6.2 Analyze ways human , natural , and capital resources  were organized to produce and deliver goods and services in early civilizations  to 1500 C.E. 

Money: 
● E.6.6.1 Analyze the development of currency as a medium of exchange 



Place, Region, and Culture: 
● G.9.6.2 Analyze ways cultural characteristics  influenced population distribution in various civilizations  up to 1500 C.E. 

Resources and Movement: 
● G.10.6.2 Analyze effects of environmental  and cultural characteristics  on the distribution and movement of people, goods, and ideas in various regions of 

the world using multiple sources of information  
 
Unit 4: World Religions Project: 
Era 3:  Classical Traditions, Major Religions, and Giant Empires 1000 B.C.E.-300 C.E. 

● H.13.6.10 
● Examine key concepts and influences of major belief systems on societies:  Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Hinduism,and Judaism 

Era 4: Expanding Zones of Exchange and Encounter: 
● H.13.6.14 
● Examine key concepts and influences of major belief systems on societies: Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Hinduism, Judaism, and Islam 

Structure and Function: 
● C.1.6.4 Compare power, rules, and responsibilities of civil societies  in different times and places 

Citizenship:  
● C.2.6.3 Analyze rights, responsibilities, and privileges of individuals in various societies  to 1500 C.E. 

Processes, Rules, and Laws: 
● C.3.6.2 Analyze ways rules and laws change society and reasons why people change rules and laws over time 

Spatial Views of the World: 
● G.8.6.1 Analyze locations of various societies  and their cultural and environmental characteristics  to 1500 C.E. using a variety of geographic 

representations 
● G.8.6.3 Synthesize information from a variety of sources to construct maps and other geographic representations to ask and answer compelling 

questions 
 

Activities  Assessments  Resources Vocabulary/Terms 

1. Identify the main idea or information in a primary or 
secondary source, summarizing the text accurately and 
without bias. ( RH 6-8.2) 

2. Determine which steps matter most in a process 
studies in history (e.g., how a bill becomes a law, how 
interest rates are raised and lowered) (RH 6-8.3) 

3. Write/explain historical events, choosing only the 
details and information related to the topic. (WHST 
6-8.2) 

a. Introduce topic in a way in which it is clear and allows 
readers to anticipate what will come after  

b. Organize information into general categories and 
elaborate upon through the use of graphics and 
document design. 

Mini Quizzes: 
● Democracy in Ancient 

Greece 
● The Fall of Rome 
● Christianity and the 

Roman Empire 
● The Byzantines 
● The Spread of Islam 

 
C3 Inquiry Activity: Does 
Religious Freedom Exist? 
 
Rubrics:  
Religious Freedom Argument 
Rubric 

Social Studies Text 
Informational Documents 
Internet 
Informational Text 
Graphic Organizers 
 
Teaching Arkansas Literacy 
Standards:  
Standard 5: 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy RH 6-8.5 
Standard 6: 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy RH. 6-8.6 
Standard 8: 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.8 
Standard 9: 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.9 

Greece, Gupta, China, Rome, 
Olmec, zero, crossbow, 
architecture, government, 
calendar,  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B9w-eK2yRm9MV3F3Z09ORzdhRjQ
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B9w-eK2yRm9MV3F3Z09ORzdhRjQ
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1A_kl_XFEk_3QtyOOlt1rIgm38lYYmqPuTWvUwdBRrCI
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1A_kl_XFEk_3QtyOOlt1rIgm38lYYmqPuTWvUwdBRrCI
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/8/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/9/


c. Further build on ideas by including compelling 
information, insightful facts, examples, concrete details, 
and evidence, usually in the form of quotations. 

d. Use transitions to improve cohesion, precise 
vocabulary, maintain formal style appropriate to 
audience and purpose.  

e. Provide a conclusion that logically connects ideas 
presented. 

4. Use search terms strategically to find and collect valuable 
information from a range of sources, determine the quality of 
these sources, quote or paraphrase other’s ideas taking care 
not to plagiarize and cite each source according to a specific 
format. (WHST 6-8.8) 

Peer Feedback & Self 
Evaluation Rubric 
 
 
 

 
Great Resource for quick 
formative assessments:  
56 Examples of Formative 
Assessments 
 
 Resources will be added 
during the course of the 
2016-2017 School year. 

 

Quarter 3- The Middle Ages 
Unit Goal:   Students will examine the development of civilizations during the Middle Ages while analyzing global patterns that are 
observable from a historical perspective. Often from invasion and conquest, new zones of exchange and encounters were formed that had 
lasting effects on cultures, governments, and economies. Trade played an important role in the spread of new ideas, goods, and technology. 
The performance assessment will change students to synthesize their understanding of the impact of trade and conquest. They will also 
continue to be challenged by analyzing documents, thinking critically, and drawing conclusions based on evidence in document-based 
questions (DBQ) tasks. 

Essential Questions: 
How does trade affect society? 
How do cultures change? 
Why do people invade and conquer? 

AR STANDARDS / SKILLS  
CONTENT VOCABULARY WITHIN THE STANDARD WILL BE TAUGHT THROUGHOUT DAILY OBJECTIVES / GOALS. 

The student will…. 
Unit 5: The Middle Ages: 
Era 4: Expanding Zones of Exchange and Encounter  300 C.E.-1000 C.E. 

● H.13.6.11 Analyze the rise and contributions of major empires and civilizations of the world using variety of sources 
● H.13.6.12 Examine causes and effects of conflict within and among the major empires and civilizations 
● H.13.6.13 Evaluate how the fall of the Roman Empire affected Europe 

Era 5: Global Interactions 1000 C.E.-1500 C.E. 
● H.13.6.15 Analyze the global influence and impact of the achievements and perspectives of various individuals 
● H.13.6.16 Examine effects of invaders from various regions on societies 
● H.13.6.17 Analyze long-term effects of technological innovations on civilizations 
● H.13.6.18 Analyze ways new ideas contributed to the development of the modern world using multiple sources and perspectives 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1YrW1h6UkutNBkLw9yiW7Rlg534VBegz5Fn9bHcyQrgM
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1YrW1h6UkutNBkLw9yiW7Rlg534VBegz5Fn9bHcyQrgM
http://www.commoncorehistorysocialstudies6to8.com/uploads/1/3/5/2/13524571/56_examples_of_formative_assessment.pdf
http://www.commoncorehistorysocialstudies6to8.com/uploads/1/3/5/2/13524571/56_examples_of_formative_assessment.pdf


● H.13.6.19 Analyze effects of cultural interactions and connections among societies 
● H.13.6.20 Examine advantages and disadvantages of a growing interdependent world 

Structure and Function 
● C.1.62 Compare origins, functions, structures, and different forms of executive leadership in systems of government in variety of civilizations 

Citizenship 
● C.2.6.3 Analyze rights, responsibilities, and privileges of individuals in various societies to 1500 C.E. 

Process, Rules, and Laws 
● C.3.6.1 Evaluate the function and effects of rules, laws and treaties on civilizations to 1500 C.E. 
● C.3.6.3 Explain the development of policies to address public problems in various civilizations over time 

Cost and Benefits 
● E.4.6.2 Analyze historical developments in various regions across the world to 1500 C.E. using models of economic decision making 

Public goods and Services 
● E.6.6.3 Investigate ways that governments in different regions pay for the goods and services they provide 

Economic Factors 
● E.6.6.4 Analyze the economic development of civilizations to 1500 C.E. using data 
● E.6.6.5 Evaluate effects of war and conflict on societies and civilizations to 1500 C.E. using economic factors 

Place, Region, and Culture 
● G.9.6.1 Analyze effects of human-generated changes in the physical environment in various places and regions over time up to 1500 C.E. 
● G.9.6.2 Analyze ways cultural characteristics influenced population distribution in various civilizations up to 1500 C.E.  

Resources and Movement 
● G.10.6.2 Analyze effects of environmental and cultural characteristics of the distribution and movement of people, goods, and ideas in various regions 

of the world using multiple sources of information 
● G.10.6.3 Analyze the impact of global population shifts in various eras and regions 

 

Activities  Assessments  Resources Vocabulary/Term 

1. Identify the main idea or 
information in a primary or 
secondary source, summarizing 
the text accurately and without 
bias. (RH 6-8.2) 

2. Determine which steps matter most 
in a process studied in history (e.g., 
how a bill becomes a law, how 
interest rates are raised and 
lowered) (RH 6-8.3) 

3. Write/explain historical events, 
choosing only the details and 
information related to the topic. 
(WHST 6-8.2) 

a. Introduce topic in a way in 
which it is clear and allows 

Mini Quizzes: 
● Why did Islam Spread 

So Quickly? 
● Mansa Musa’s Hajj: A 

Personal Journal 
● Should We Celebrate 

the Voyages of Zheng 
He? 

● Samurai and Knights: 
Were the Similarities 
Greater Than the 
Differences? 

 
C3 Inquiry Activity:Can 
Disease Change the World? 
 
 

Teaching Arkansas Literacy Standards: 
Standard 5: 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.5 
Standard 6 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.6 
Standard 8 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.8 
Standard 9 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.9 
 
Rubrics: 
Rubric for Written Responses 
 
Great Resource for quick formative 
assessments:  
56 Examples of Formative 
Assessments 

Monotheism, oasis, sheikh, 
caravan, Quran, Five Pillars, 
Sunnis, Shiites (or Shia), caliph, 
sultan, mosque, bazaar, House of 
Wisdom, minaret, plateau, griot, 
dhow, clan, Swahili, extended 
families, matrilineal, oral history, 
warlord, economy, reform, 
monastery, civil service exams, 
Neo-Confucianism, porcelain, 
calligraphy, Silk Road, tribe, 
steppe, terror, treason, census, 
novel, barbarian, fjord, missionary, 
excommunicate, feudalism, manor, 
vassal fief, knight, serf, guild, 
chivalry, Magna Carta, habeas 
corpus, Parliament, grand jury, trial 

http://www.c3teachers.org/inquiries/black-death/
http://www.c3teachers.org/inquiries/black-death/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/8/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/9/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15OHg2BNmd2yAPdXUDzB5VRyH4c7jFxAyKmX6naSM_tE/edit
http://www.commoncorehistorysocialstudies6to8.com/uploads/1/3/5/2/13524571/56_examples_of_formative_assessment.pdf
http://www.commoncorehistorysocialstudies6to8.com/uploads/1/3/5/2/13524571/56_examples_of_formative_assessment.pdf


readers to anticipate what 
will come after 

b. Organize information into 
general categories and 
elaborate upon through the 
use of graphics and 
document design 

c. Further build on ideas by 
including compelling 
information, insightful 
facts, examples, concrete 
details, and evidence, 
usually in the form of 
quotations 

d. Use transitions to improve 
cohesion, precise 
vocabulary, maintain 
formal style appropriate to 
audience and purpose 

e. Provide a conclusion that 
logically connects ideas 
presented 

4. Use search terms strategically to 
find and collect valuable 
information from a range of 
sources, determine the quality of 
these sources, quote or 
paraphrase others’ ideas taking 
care to not plagiarize and cite each 
source according to a specific 
format. (WHST 6-8.8) 

 
Social Studies Text 
Internet Sources 
Graphic Organizers 
Informational Texts/Documents 
 
**Resources will be added during the 
course of the 2016-2017 School year. 
 

jury, clergy, monk, friar, mass, relic, 
pilgrim, heresy, anti-Semitism, 
theology, scholasticism, 
vernacular, constitution, Shinto, 
animism, shrines, samurai, 
Bushido, shogun, daimyo, Shinto, 
Zen Buddhism, sect, martial arts, 
meditation, tanka, The Tale of 
Genji 

 
 
 

Quarter 4-The Global Age Emerging 
Unit Goal:   Students will learn how trade and conquest play an important role in the formation of new zones of exchange during Era 5 (1000-1500 
C.E.). They will see how the zones expanded to an even larger scale as European exploration led to the first truly global encounters.  The World was 
transitioning and they will learn about a new age of global exchange was emerging while empires created new patterns of interactions.  Old ideas 
and values were shifting as well with the onset of new technologies, discoveries, and achievements.  They will explore ways in which the world was 
transforming into an early modern era.  Students will examine and evaluate these changes from a global perspective as they analyze primary and 



secondary source documents.  They will complete a performance assessment evaluating the effects of trade during the era and draw conclusions 
from multiple sources when answering a document-based question (DBQ). 

Essential Questions: 
● How does trade affect society? 
● How do cultures change? 
● Why do people invade and conquer? 

AR STANDARDS / SKILLS  
CONTENT VOCABULARY WITHIN THE STANDARD WILL BE TAUGHT THROUGHOUT DAILY OBJECTIVES / GOALS. 

The student will….  (Global Interactions 1000 C.E. -1500 C.E.) 
 

● H.13.6.11 Analyze the rise and contributions of major empires and civilizations of the world using a variety of sources (Era 4) 
● H.13.6.15 Analyze the global influence and impact of the achievements and perspectives of various individuals 
● H.13.6.16 Examine effects of invaders from various regions on societies 
● H.13.6.17 Analyze long-term effects of technological innovations on civilizations 
● H.13.6.18 Analyze ways new ideas contributed to the development of the modern world using multiple sources and perspectives 
● H.13.6.19 Analyze effects of cultural interactions and connections among societies over time 
● H.13.6.20 Examine advantages and disadvantages of a growing interdependent world 
● C.1.6.2 Compare origins, functions, structures, and different forms of executive leadership in systems of government in a variety of civilizations 
● E.5.6.4 Evaluate the emergence of new economic systems and their impact on civilizations 
● E.6.6.2 Examine the roles of early financial institutions on economies in various regions worldwide 
● E.7.6.2 Identify benefits and costs of trade policies/guidelines/strategies to various places using a variety of geographic representations 
● G.8.6.1 Analyze locations of various societies and their cultural and environmental characteristics in various places using a variety of geographic 

representations to ask and answering compelling questions 
● G.8.6.2 Explain relationships between physical and human characteristics in various places using a variety of geographic representations 
● G.8.6.3 Synthesize information from a variety of sources to construct maps and other geographic representations to ask and answer compelling questions 
● G.9.6.3 Analyze ways climate and environmental characteristics influenced where groups lived and how they adjusted to the environment in various 

civilizations up to 1500 C.E. 
● G.10.6.1 Analyze relationships between human settlements and movements and the location and use of natural resources in various regions up to 1500 

C.E. 
● G.11.6.1 Compare ways spatial patterns of economic activities in a place change over time because of interactions with nearby and distant places 

 
 

Activities  Assessments  Resources Vocabulary 

1. Identify the main idea or information in a 
primary or secondary source, 
summarizing the text accurately and 
without bias. (RH 6-8.2) 

Document Based Questions 
:Directions and Rubric for DBQ's in 
the classroom 
 
Mini quizzes: 

Social Studies Text 
Informational Text 
Internet 
Graphic Organizers 
Informational Documents  

Renaissance 
Secular 
Diplomacy 
Humanism 
Vernacular 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1q_TnVhCtWyifx_F3dFwA2TrK8gEBJ8vUSdqF6q_Zv2Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1q_TnVhCtWyifx_F3dFwA2TrK8gEBJ8vUSdqF6q_Zv2Y/edit?usp=sharing


2. Determine which steps matter most in a 
process studies in history (e.g., how a bill 
becomes a law, how interest rates are 
raised and lowered) (RH 6-8.3) 

3. Write/explain historical events, choosing 
only the details and information related to 
the topic (WHST 6-8.2) 

a. Introduce a topic in a way in which it is 
clear and allows readers to anticipate 
what will come after 

b. Organize information into general 
categories and elaborate upon through 
the use of graphics and document design 

c. Further build on ideas by including 
compelling information, insightful facts, 
examples, concrete details, and 
evidence, usually in the form of 
quotations 

d. Use transitions to improve cohesion, 
precise vocabulary, maintain formal style 
appropriate to audience and purpose 

e. Provide a conclusion that logically 
connects ideas presented 

4.   Use search terms strategically to find and  
      collect valuable information from a range of  
      sources, quote or paraphrase other’s ideas 
      taking care to not plagiarize and cite each 
      source according to a specific format. 
 
 
 
 

The Renaissance 
The Maya 
 
Performance Assessments: 
 
Explanatory/Argument Writing 
Rubrics 6-12 
 
Argument: Evaluating the impact of 
the Columbian Exchange : Students 
will create a product (essay, 
presentation, Website, documentary, 
poster, etc.) explaining the 
advantages and disadvantages of 
the Columbian Exchange.  Then, 
students argue whether the 
Columbian Exchange was good or 
bad overall for the world using 
specific examples to support 
reasoning. 

 
Graphic Organizers 
 
Social Studies Websites and 
Resources: 
Best History Sites 
 
IDM Quick Guide to Sources 
 
Edsitement 
 
Eyewitness to History 
 
Gilder Lehrman 
 
Digital History 
 
UShistory.org 
 
C3 Teachers 
 
Teaching History 
 
World History For Us All 
 
ICivics 
 
Mr. Donn 
 
ADE Recommended Sources 
 
WebQuest Database 
 
Standard 7 
 
Standard 8 
 
Standard 9 

 Ice Age 
Monopoly 
Quipu 
Igloo 
Adobe 
Confederation 
Conquistador 
Treason 
Mercantilism 
Export 
Import 
Colony 
Commerce 
Invest 
Joint-Stock 
Columbian 
Exchange 
 
 
 

 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yyk1cslldT78KRJpwCH-P8JL8TtoLFxgZEpTtndrzYg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yyk1cslldT78KRJpwCH-P8JL8TtoLFxgZEpTtndrzYg/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/folderview?id=0B9w-eK2yRm9MfkNuNkpqWEpOeW1jVU1TSDlDajF6aGhpVl9IMTREa3RCdzZQVTB3WWxPaDQ&usp=sharing
http://besthistorysites.net/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B9w-eK2yRm9MOS0yaVdfNzExeDQ/view?usp=sharing
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