
Pre AP English 9 Summer Reading 
 

Welcome to Pre AP English 9!  By choosing the Pre AP and AP English program, you have 
chosen a rigorous academic track.  Please understand that in order to prepare you for the AP 
exams and college credit, these classes are designed to be challenging.  You WILL have to 
work to get the grade, and, even so, your grade may be lower than you are accustomed to 
getting in a regular English class.  Because this is an advanced course, we will have many 
assignments and you will be totally responsible for your work, starting this summer. 
  
The two books selected for summer reading this year are Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird 
and Ray Bradbury’s Fahrenheit 451.  These titles were chosen for a few important reasons. 
First, they are classics rich in literary elements.  Second, both could be used on the AP exams 
you will take later.  Third, they are appropriate and understandable for you as ninth graders. 
Finally, these titles were preferred over some other titles by previous students and parents.  
  
You will need to purchase a copy of these books or check them out from the school.  If you are 
checking them out from me, you will need to do so by May 10. You may find that having your 
own copy is more beneficial to you as it is easier to make annotations in the margins or highlight 
relevant information.  Too, you will still have it for future reference if needed.  However, if you do 
not wish to purchase any books, you may also find them readily available at the public library 
and ASU library.  
 
You should have read and understood these books by the time you return to school in August. I 
strongly suggest taking annotations either in the margins or using sticky notes. This will help 
you remember key scenes/characters or questions you may have as you read since there will 
be a delay between reading and discussion/activities. Although we will not begin the year with 
discussion and activities over these books, expect an AR test over both books sometime that 
first week of school.  I have included some notes over Fahrenheit 451 that will help you before 
beginning the book. Another suggest I would make is to pace your reading throughout the 
summer. Most students who wait until August to begin do not finish.  
 
Some students change their mind about taking Pre AP English before school starts. If this 
should occur, please do not wait until school begins to change your schedule. You and your 
parent should simply let Mrs. Tubbs  know at jtubbs@westsideschools.org. You can then return 
any books you may have checked out when you return. If you have questions or problems, you 
may contact me at mmccloud@westsideschools.org.  
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Fahrenheit 451: Author 
 

Ray Bradbury was born in 1920 in Illinois, and began reading science fiction at the age of 8. He 
was an avid collector of Buck Rogers and Flash Gordon comic strips. His family moved to Los Angeles 
when he was 13, and he fell in love with Hollywood. He haunted the film studios, which he reached by 
walking or roller skating ten miles. 

In high school, he was the founding editor of a mimeographed quarterly, Futuria Fantasia. After 
graduation, he spent a year with a little theater group in Los Angeles, then became a newsboy as a way to 
finance his writing career. Incredibly, in only three years he was a full-time writer, and had sold several 
dozen stories by 1945. 

Since his career began, he has written hundreds of short stories and a number of novels, plays, 
and poems as well as screenplays, musicals, and operas. His novel, Fahrenheit 451, was made into a 
motion picture in 1966 by Francois Truffaut. More recently, his Something Wicked This Way Comes 
became a popular Disney feature film. In addition to writing for The Twilight Zone and Alfred Hitchcock 
Presents, Bradbury hosted his own television show, The Ray Bradbury Theater. 

He helped design a ride for Disney World, has been a consultant to city engineers, and has had a 
moon crater--”Dandelion Crater”--named after his novel, Dandelion Wine, by a team of Apollo 
astronauts. 

Bradbury is often called “the world’s greatest science fiction writer,” but many critics feel this 
description does not do him justice. While his novels and stories bear the trappings of science fiction he is 
much more than a teller of adventure tales set in the future. Critic damon knight called Bradbury “the poet 
of 20th-century neurosis...isolated spark of consciousness, awake and alone at midnight.” Donald A. 
Wollheim points out that Bradbury’s stories are about people, “real and honest and true in their 
understanding of human nature.” 

Instead of emphasizing the wonders of future technology, bradbury seems to warn us against 
becoming so worshipful of scientific development that moral and aesthetic concerns are sacrificed. His 
writing concerns the negative effects technology might have on human beings and on the history of 
mankind. 

In a speech to Science Fiction writer, Bradbury said that the automobile was beginning to destroy 
by devouring cities, poisoning the atmosphere, and killing millions of people. Bradbury himself refused to 
learn to drive a car, and so he usually walked where he wanted to go in Los Angeles--an unusual thing to 
do. He was often stopped and harassed by police who wanted to know what he was up to. These 
experiences prompted Bradbury to write his story, “The Pedestrian,” which can be found in the anthology, 
The Golden Apples of the Sun and is available online both in print and as short plays or skits. 

Bradbury told Future magazine that his goal is “To entertain myself and others. Hopefully, that 
will prevent me from taking myself too seriously.” He considers himself to be an “idea writer,” and has 
fun playing with ideas. His advice to aspiring young writers is to write at least 1,000 words every day, a 
story a week. He believes in relying on intuition and letting the character write the story. 
 

Fahrenheit 451: Background 
 

Essential to an understanding of Fahrenheit 451 is an understanding of America in 1953, the year 
the novel was published. First, imagine a world without television. In 1953, TV was just beginning to 



appear in average American homes. The screens were small, the black-and-white pictures often distorted, 
and the choice of programs limited to those broadcast by CBS, NBC, and ABC. Still, Americans of every 
socioeconomic level fell in love with TV and managed to purchase their own sets at an astounding rate. 
The television quickly became the focal point of millions of living rooms, while the popularity of radio 
and movie theaters plummeted. Ray Bradbury witnessed this phenomenon, and his vision of how TV 
could eventually affect American life became a fundamental theme of Fahrenheit 451. 

The ‘50s were also a time of conformity. The suburbs of the big cities began to develop, and with 
them subdivisions filled with little look-alike houses. Folksinger Pete Seeger immortalized this move to 
the suburbs in his song, Little Boxes. In the song, the people who live in the little-box houses are as 
similar as the houses themselves. Hairstyles, clothing, thinking, and behavior were all standardized. 
Individuality was frowned upon or laughed at. It was considered best to maintain the status quo and enjoy 
the prosperity of post-war America. The power wielded by Senator Joe McCarthy and the House 
Un-American Activities Committee was intimidating to leaders who might have otherwise been tempted 
to step out of the political mainstream, and many writers were called before the HUAC for supposedly 
promoting Communist ideals in their writing. 

Women in the 1950s were, for the most part, mothers and homemakers, and they seemed to be 
happy about it. “A woman’s place is in the home” was an adage with which few would have disagreed. 
When television came to their homes, many housewives became loyal followers of the daytime dramas or 
“soaps”--so named because the manufacturers of household products sponsored the shows with the hope 
that their products would become as addictive as the stories. 

 
Fahrenheit 451: Analysis 

 
The world of Fahrenheit 451 is dominated by television and other electronic devices. Americans 

have lost interest in books and therefore in any kind of independent thinking. They are like zombies, 
controlled by a repressive government that keeps them ignorant of what is really happening in the world 
by placating them with inane and supposedly “happy” things to do.  Montag, the protagonist, awakes to 
another self hidden within him and brought to life by Clarisse. It is this other self that compels Montag to 
steal books intended for burning and hide them at home. He is finally able to escape the bonds of his 
Montag-the-fireman personality, and he learns how to think.  As he is fighting his own battle, the threat of 
war looms nearer and finally breaks out. Symbolically, the city is destroyed just hours after Montag 
leaves it. Like Montag’s life, the city must be rebuilt in a new way. 

The symbolism in Fahrenheit 451 is easy to understand. Montag’s problem and resulting growth 
is a classic example of inner conflict and resolution.  Bradbury’s “poetic prose” is a fine example of 
quality writing. 

Perhaps the most amazing thing about Fahrenheit 451 is that is was written in 1953, and  many of 
the future developments Bradbury envisioned now exist. Divorce and abortion are commonplace, and 
many infants are sent off to daycare when they are only a few months old. One of our most popular 
presidents was a movie star. The suicide rate, especially among teenagers, is growing, and more and more 
children are dying because of car wrecks, gang wars, and drugs. Except among those considered 
intellectual (and therefore somewhat “weird”), there is a growing addiction to TV, videos, electronic 
games, and other types of mindless and violent “fun.” Gossip-mongering tabloids and sex magazines that 



bare all are enjoyed by millions. An image of an apathetic citizenry lulled to indifference  by incessant 
electronic noise is no longer just a vision of the future. 

Fahrenheit 451 can be enjoyed  on the adventure-story level, appreciated for its author’s style and 
technique, and saved as a reference to the world’s greatest books. However, Fahrenheit 451 is primarily a 
novel of ideas--important ideas that are in dire need of discussion by people who value individual 
thinking. Through this novel, Bradbury was trying to tell us that with information and the leisure to think 
about it, anything is possible. 


