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Arkansas State University-Newport’s mission is to provide an accessible, affordable, quality education that transforms the 

lives of our students, enriches our communities, and strengthens the regional economy. 

 

ENG 1003: Composition I      
(ACTS Number ENGL 1013: Composition I)  

 

Fall 2018  

 

Catalog Description: Principles and techniques of expository and persuasive composition, analysis of texts with 

introduction to research methods, and critical thinking. 

Course Type: Lecture  

 

Instructor Name:  Lindsay James, MA, MSE   

Office:  Room 6 

Office Phone:  (870) 935-7503 

Email: ljames@westsideschools.org    (This is the best way to contact me)  

 

Office Hours: 

M-F 3rd block: 11:50 p.m.-1:30 p.m. (or by appointment) 

 

Department Information for ASUN 

Course Department: English 

Academic Department: General Education 

Academic Coordinator: Ms. Sarah Carter  Email: sarah_carter@asun.edu 

Dean: Joseph Campbell 

Dean contact number: 870-680-8725   Dean Email:  joe_campbell@asun.edu 

 

Materials:  Required and Optional 

Required Text:  Hacker, Diana, and Nancy Sommers. A Writer’s Reference with Exercises. 7th edition. 

ISBN: 9780312601478 

 

Optional Texts:   Dictionary, Thesaurus (book format, online websites, phone apps) 

Required Materials:  chromebook, binder, college rule looseleaf paper 

 

 

Institutional Learning Outcomes 
Upon graduating from ASU-Newport with any Associate Degree, a student will be proficient in the following: 

 

ILO1: Communication 

Goal: Students will express ideas, knowledge, and concepts in a clear and concise manner. 

a) Written 

b) Verbal  

c) Interpersonal 

 

ILO2: Reasoning 

Goal: Students will apply reasoning skills in a variety of environments, which demonstrate problem-solving and applied knowledge. 

a) Explore 

b) Locate 

c) Interpret 
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d) Evaluate 

e) Apply 

 

ILO3: Responsibility 

Goal: Students will participate in service activities that instill in them a sense of social responsibility. 

a) Civic  

b) Academic 

c) Financial 

 

Institutional Grading Scale 

Grading Scale: 

 A: 90-100 

 B: 80-89 

 C: 70-79 

 D: 60-69 

 F: 0-59 

 

Americans with Disabilities Act Compliance  

In order to obtain appropriate disability related accommodations and services to which they are entitled, students with 

documented disabilities should voluntarily and confidentially provide the Office of Disability Services (870-512-7838 or 

disabilityservices@asun.edu) with appropriate medical documentation regarding the nature and extent of their disability, 

make their needs known to this Office and follow established procedures for acquiring needed services and 

accommodations in the classroom or online.  

 

Information Technology Services 

If you experience any problems or issues with the Portal or other equipment, please contact ITS at 870-512-7783 or 

http://its.asun.edu.  Canvas has a 24/7 live chat as well.  This is a valuable resource for those late night test or assignments 

that just do not seem to work properly. 

 

ASU-Newport provides a number of different services to assist students in areas that directly impact their academic 

success.  The following direct websites will help you get in touch with those services that may be needed during your time 

as an ASUN student: 

 

 

Academic Support Center:  http://academicsupport.asun.edu 

Financial Aid:  http://financialaid.asun.edu 

Career Pathways:  http://pathways.asun.edu  

University Police:  http://cpd.asun.edu  

Information Technology Services: 512-7783 or its@asun.edu 

Disability Services: http://www.asun.edu/disability_services 

Admissions: http://admissions.asun.edu 

 

 

Academic Dishonesty (As found on pages 61 – 63 of the ASUN Student Handbook) 

ASU-Newport enthusiastically promotes academic integrity and professional ethics among all members of the ASU-

Newport academic community. Violations of this policy are considered serious misconduct and may result in disciplinary 

action and severe penalties. Cheating in any form-including plagiarism, turning in assignments prepared by others, 

unauthorized possession of exams - may result in the student being dropped from the class with an “F” and/or being 

suspended from the College. Students who feel they have been unfairly accused of cheating may appeal to the Dean and 

the Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs. 

mailto:disabilityservices@asun.edu
http://its.asun.edu/
http://academicsupport.asun.edu/
http://financialaid.asun.edu/
http://pathways.asun.edu/
http://cpd.asun.edu/
mailto:its@asun.edu
http://www.asun.edu/disability_services
http://admissions.asun.edu/
https://issuu.com/asunewport/docs/student_handbook_2016?e=16827771/33986705
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Course Purpose 
This course is designed to expose students to a variety of expository essays as well as introduce students to research and 

documentation. Students will work on improving their organization of material in their written work and their knowledge of grammar, 

punctuation, spelling, and syntax rules. Work on essays will be modeled on a standard writing process of pre-writing, outline, draft, 

revision, final copy; however, students are encouraged to individualize the writing process to fit their writing needs. This course also 

includes learning how analyze texts and positions. 

 

Course Learning Outcomes: 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

Course Learning Outcomes  Assessment 

 

 Respond appropriately to various rhetorical situations, 

purposes, and audiences. 

Writing Process 

Essays 

Freewrites/Informal Writing Activity 

Use writing and reading for inquiry, learning, thinking, and 

communicating. 

 

Writing Process 

Essays 

Freewrites/Informal Writing Activity 

Presentation 

Integrate original ideas with those of others. 

 

Essays (Essay 4 and 5) 

Develop flexible strategies for generating, revising, editing, and 

proof-reading 

 

Writing Process (pre-writing, informal outline, draft, revision, 

edit & proof reading) 

Peer Revision 

Freewrites/Informal Writing Activity 

Use collaborative writing processes 

 

Essays  

Writing Process 

Peer Revision 

Demonstrate knowledge of structure, paragraphing, tone, 

mechanics, syntax, grammar, and documentation 

Essays 

*The MSA for this course will specifically measure/assess ILO 1a: Written Communication 

Course Policies and Procedures 

Correspondence 
Please contact me via email at ljames@westsideschools.org or through Google Classroom.   

 

Attendance 
The Westside High School attendance policy will be followed.  Please access the school handbook at 

www.westsideschools.org  

 

Late work 

I will accept work one calendar day late for half credit.  After that, it is no credit. 
 

A Note on Workload 

To be successful in the class, students should expect to spend circa six hours per week outside of class preparing and 

completing work for the class. 

 

 

mailto:ljames@westsideschools.org
http://www.westsideschools.org/
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Classroom Behavior 
Everyone in class – students and instructors – should treat each other respectfully. Disruptive behavior will not be 

tolerated and may result in a student being asked to leave class. 

 

When communicating with the instructor via email, remember to present your message clearly, using standard spelling 

and grammar rules, and appropriate tone. Include the course in which you are enrolled either in the subject or in the email.  

 

Students are responsible for keeping up with assignments, exams, due dates, and information and material provided in 

class. 

 

If you have questions regarding policies, procedures, assignments, grades, etc. the first person you should contact is me, 

the instructor. If you are not satisfied with my answers, I will help you set up an appointment with Mr. Graham.  

 

 

Cell Phone 
Cell phones should remain on silent and put away until break.  If you have a specific emergency that requires you to have 

your phone, please speak to me privately BEFORE class.   

 

Specific Assignment Information 
 

Essays 
Since writing is a process, each essay assignment includes several writing process assignments that must be completed 

before the final copy of the essay can be turned in. Final copies of essays will not be accepted nor graded unless all 

writing process assignments and draft(s) have been turned in. The assignment process: 

1. Submit Writing Process Assignments 1(Pre-Writing) and 2 (Outline). 

2. Submit rough draft (via Classroom)  

3. Peer editing/Conferencing  

4. Submit final copy (via Classroom).  

5. Review feedback on final copy.(opportunity for resubmission) 

 

All typed assignments should: 

- be typed in Times New Roman 12 

- be double spaced 

- have 1 inch margins 

- have the first line of paragraphs indented 

- have proper citations using MLA format 

- have a proper header, which is single spaced, listing class information in the upper left corner: 

o Mrs. James 

o ENG 1003: Name of assignment (e.g. Essay 1) 

o Student’s name 

o Submission date 

Specific requirements, instructions, and a rubric for each essay will be available. 

 

Essay 1: Personal Narrative (College Application Essay) 

Essay 2: Compare and Contrast 

Essay 3: Timed Essay 1 (Response to Reading) 

Essay 4: Analytical Essay (Cause and Effect) 

Essay 5: Persuasive Essay (MSA) 

Essay 6: Timed Essay 2 (Response to Reading) 
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Master Summative Assessment (MSA) 

All Composition courses now require a Master Summative Assessment assignment, which determines whether or not a 

student has achieved all of the learning outcomes of the course. 

For this course, the Master Summative Assessment assignment is the Persuasive/Argumentative Essay (Essay 5). The 

MSA will specifically assess ILO 1a: Written Communication. 

Students who do not earn a grade of 60% or higher on the MSA may not pass the course since the MSA assesses the 

course learning outcomes.  

 
Writer’s Notebook (Informal Writing Activities) 

Throughout the semester you will be assigned journal prompts that require a thorough, thoughtful response.  You will also 

be given a certain time frame in which to write.  These will be graded at the end of each quarter. 

 

Vocabulary 

Part of improving writing skills involves vivid word choice.  Therefore, students will study bi-weekly vocabulary words 

and demonstrate knowledge and correct use of the words via bi-weekly quizzes.   

 

 

Grammar and Mechanics  

We will learn (and practice/improve) grammar, mechanics, essay format (thesis statement, topic sentences, etc.) and 

organization introduction, body, conclusion, etc.) by working on essays.  In conjunction with each essay, we will review some 

grammatical aspects and from then on, students are responsible for and will be graded on these grammatical and mechanical  

concepts. Grammar, mechanics, and essay format will be taught using lectures. Grammar lessons will be accessed via 

noredink.com. 

 

 

Presentations:  

Students will prepare a comprehensive presentation (using Google Slides) of their persuasive/argumentative essay.  Other 

presentations include, but are not limited to, author research and etymology. 

 

Participation Assignments:  

Students will complete several assignments to help them prepare and write their papers as well as develop their critical 

analytical thinking skills. The majority of these will be in the form of a discussions and in-class group work. 

 

Gradebook: Grades are updated weekly in eschool.  

 

Disclaimer 

This syllabus and all documents associated with the syllabus are considered a contract between the student and the 

instructor. Students are expected to carefully read and review the syllabus and all associated documents in order to be 

familiar with course expectations and policies. This syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor, who 

will inform students of any changes. Students are responsible for keeping up with any changes. 

 

Inclement Weather 

The Westside High School Inclement Weather policy will be followed.   

 

The academic calendar can be found online at westsideschools.org. 
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Tentative Course Outline 

 

WEEK CLASS OBJECTIVES / ACTIVITIES ACTIVITIES DUE (by 11:59 p.m.) 

1 1) Introduction to Class & Syllabus 

2) Lecture: Writing Process Overview 

 

1) journaling 

2) “Good” writing 

3) Creative writing activity 

4) Grammar pre-test 
 

 

2 

 

1) Essay 1 

2) Writing Process: Pre-Writing  

3) Lecture: Academic Dishonesty  

4) Grammar skills review 

 

1) Journaling 

2) Noredink.com 

3) Pre-writing for Essay 1 

4) vocabulary 
 

 

3 

 

 

1) Writing Process - Informal Outline  

2) Review of Essay Component 

3) Lecture: Informal and Formal Writing 

 

1) Journaling 

2) Essay 1: Pre-Writing 

3) Essay 1: Informal Outline 

4) Noredink.com 

5) vocabulary 

6) Mugged in Jonesboro 

4 

 

 

1) Writing Process: Writing the Draft  

2) Lecture: Basic Format Guidelines  

3) Lecture: Turn It In 

4) Essay 1 

 

1) Essay 1: Rough Draft 

2) Journaling 

3) Noredink.com 

4) Vocabulary 

5) Peer editing 

 
5 

 

1) Grammar 1: Fragments  

2) Grammar 2: Run-Ons  

3) Writing Process: Revising 

1) journaling 

2) Essay 1: Final Copy 

3) noredink.com 

4) vocabulary 

6 

 

1) Essay 2 

  

1) Essay 2: Pre-Writing 

2) journaling 

3) noredink.com 

4) vocabulary 

7 

 

*Midterm 

1) Essay 2 

 

1) Essay 2: Informal Outline 

2) Essay 2: Draft 

3) journaling 

4)noredink.com 

5) vocabulary 

6) peer editing 

 

8 

 

 

1) Grammar 3: Punctuation  

2) Lecture: Writing Under Time Pressure 

*Essay 3: Timed Essay 1  

1) journaling 

2) Essay 2: Final Copy 

3) Essay 3: Timed Essay 1  
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 4) noredink.com 

5) vocabulary 

9 

 

1) Essay 4 

2) Lecture: Logical Fallacies  

3) Lecture: Basic Research 

1) journaling 

2) Essay 4: Pre-Writing 

3) Discussion  

4) noredink.com 

5) vocabulary 

10 

 

1) Essay 4 1) Journaling 

2) Vocabulary 

3) Noredink.com 
11 

 

1) Essay 4 

2) Grammar 4: Pronoun Agreement and Reference  

1) Essay 4: Informal Outline 

2) Essay 4: Draft 

3) vocabulary 

4) noredink.com 

5) peer editing 

 

12 

 

1) Grammar 5: Possessives  

2) Essay 5 

 

1) journaling 

2) Essay 4: Final Copy 

3) Discussion 

4) vocabulary 

5) noredink.com 

13 

 

1) Essay 5 1) Essay 5: Pre-Writing 

2) journaling 

3) Essay 5: Informal Outline 

4) noredink.com 

5) vocabulary 

 

14 

 

1) Essay 5 

2) Presentation Information 

1) Essay 5: Rough Draft 

2) Essay 5 Peer editing 

3) journaling 

4) noredink.com 

5) vocabulary 

 

15 

 

1) Essay 5 

 

1) journaling 

2) Essay 5: Final Copy 

3) Essay 5: Presentation 

TBA Final Exam: Essay 6 – Timed Essay 2 Essay 6: Timed Essay 2 

 

The purpose of this tentative course outline is for students to get an overview of assignments due so that they can better 

plan their semester. 

 


