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Unit Goal:   Enable students to better understand and appreciate the art of great storytelling. Students will confirm and hone a shared vocabulary of literary terms through the 
discussion and analysis of a variety of short stories. Poetry and informational texts that connect to the themes and concepts of the unit will be studied to transfer and deepen 
understanding. Students will also examine the purpose and effect of various literary devices and narrative techniques in order to apply them in their own speaking and writing. 

AR STANDARDS / SKILLS  
CONTENT VOCABULARY WITHIN THE STANDARD WILL BE TAUGHT THROUGHOUT DAILY OBJECTIVES / GOALS. 

Overarching: RL.9-10.10  RI.9-10.10  W.9-10.10  SL.9-10.6  L.9-10.6 
Priority Standards: RL.9-10.2, 4-5  L.9-10.1,5  W.9-10.5-6 
Supporting Standards: RL.9-10.1,6  L.9-10.4  W.9-10.3 

The student will…. 
● Consider how a writer can craft a story that engages the reader while revealing a universal truth. 
● Determine the theme and its relationship with the characters, setting, and plot of a text, make universal connections among other texts, and apply those 

connections to real life 
● Figure out the meaning of unknown words from context clues to build vocabulary 
● Understand that words have different connotations in order to broaden ability to use precise language in writing thus impacting audience 
● Analyze how a writer structures text and orders events in order to understand the effects of literary elements and theme 

Knowledge: Students will acquire knowledge of: Literary elements: plot, exposition, rising action/complication, climax, falling action, resolution/denouement, conflict, theme, 
protagonist, antagonist, imagery, symbolism, figurative language, irony (situational and dramatic), ambiguity, style, point of view, characterization (complex characters and 
character motivations), setting, tone, narrator (unreliable), and pacing. 
Skills: Students will be able to: Comprehend, analyze, and critique a variety of increasingly complex texts; Develop appropriate grade level skills in writing; Develop appropriate grade 
level skills in language;  and Develop appropriate grade level skills in speaking and listening based on the standards at or above 9th grade level. 

Activities  Assessments  Resources 

Pre-Assessment 
Close reading of short stories 
Language mini-lessons 
Connecting informational texts 
Connecting poetry 
Collaborative discussions 
Summative assessment; culmination and reflection 

Pre-Assessment: narrative essay 
Objective summaries 
Open response questions 
Structured collaborative discussions 
Summative Assessment: refined narrative essay 

Collection of short stories and poems 
Selection of informational texts 
Graphic organizers (argument, ICE, 
TPCASTT) 
Rubrics 
Videos 

 
 
 

Unit Goal:   Students will apply the knowledge of literary elements to a novel. Using To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee, a classic and iconic piece of American historical fiction, 
and Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury, a futuristic science fiction dystopian classic, students will analyze the novel’s treatment of literary elements, particularly setting, 
characterization, point of view, and theme. A variety of informational texts and artistic mediums will also be examined to illuminate and understand the historical context of the 
novel. Students will conclude the unit by writing a literary analysis essay over the novel. 



AR STANDARDS / SKILLS  
CONTENT VOCABULARY WITHIN THE STANDARD WILL BE TAUGHT THROUGHOUT DAILY OBJECTIVES / GOALS. 

Overarching: RL.9-10.10  RI.9-10.10  W.9-10.10  SL.9-10.6  L.9-10.6 
Priority: RL.9-10.2-4,9 RI.9-10.2,8  W.9-10.4,6,9  SL.9-10.3 
Supporting: RL.9-10.1,7  RI.9-10.3-4,6,9  W.9-10.2   L.9-10.3 

The student will consider…. 
● In what ways has inequality been reflected through literature? 
● How does a person’s upbringing impact his/her opinion and treatment of others? 
● How does a writer use his/her work to enlighten the reader about a time period in history? 
● How does a writer use his/her work to effect social change? 
● What makes writing effective? 

Knowledge: Students will acquire knowledge of:  
● Historical Fiction and Futuristic Science Fiction; Historical context of To Kill a Mockingbird (1930s, Great Depression, Depression era segregation (race, gender, and class), 

Scottsboro Trials (Primary source documents, Trial transcripts, Documentary), Civil Rights Movement, Jim Crow Laws);  
● Societal implications of Fahrenheit 451 (Use of Technology, Censorship, Social Equality ,Conformity v. Individuality ) 

Skills: Students will be able to: 
● Comprehend, analyze, and critique a variety of increasingly complex texts at or above 9th grade level. 

○ Focus on theme, complex character development, point of view. 
○ Analyze primary/secondary documents and their use in historical fiction. 

● Develop the appropriate grade level skills in writing, language, speaking and listening based on the standards. 
○ Focus on essential details, facts, examples, and quotations. 
○ Draw on their knowledge of language-how it creates meaning, achieves various effects, shapes a message or convey a style--when reading, writing, speaking, or 

listening. 

Activities  Assessments  Resources 

Explanatory Writing Pre-assessment and Scottsboro Trials Background 
Close reading of texts 
Mini Language Lessons: MLA style  
Literary Analysis and Novel Studies 
Vocabulary 
Collaborative Discussions 
Connect to Poetry 
Post assessment; culmination and reflection 
 
 

Pre-Assessment 
TDQs 
Kahoot 
Explanatory Writing Prompts 
Post-Assessment 

Songs, speech, poems, art 
Videos and films 
Slideshow 
Various informational texts 
Graphic Organizers (explanatory 
template, HIPP, SOAPSTone, SIFT, 
character map) 
Text Dependent Questions 
Handouts  
Rubrics 

 

Unit Goal:   This unit will confirm a shared understanding of the elements of drama, preparing students for the study of other dramatic works throughout high school. Students 
will study William Shakespeare’s sonnets before reading and analyzing The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet, focusing on the use of dramatic elements and literary devices to convey 
theme and the motives, thoughts, and feelings of characters. Students will examine the themes of fate versus free will and the individual versus society, as well as the roles of 
different relationships. The unit will be concluded with an argumentative essay that uses evidence to support who or what is to blame for the tragic fate of Romeo and Juliet. 
Informational texts will be used throughout the unit to enhance understanding of the life and times of Shakespeare. 



AR STANDARDS / SKILLS  
CONTENT VOCABULARY WITHIN THE STANDARD WILL BE TAUGHT THROUGHOUT DAILY OBJECTIVES / GOALS. 

Overarching: RL.9-10.10  RI.9-10.10  W.9-10.10  SL.9-10.6  L.9-10.6 
Priority: RL.9-10.3-5,9   RI.9-10.6,8  W.9-10.4,6  SL.9-10.3  L.9-10.2,5 
Supporting: RL9-10.1,7  RI.9-10.7  W.9-10.1  L.9-10.3,4 

The student will…. 
● Consider who and what influences the events in a person’s life. 
● Determine what universal issues teenagers have faced throughout time. 
● Understand why Shakespeare is still relevant today. 

Knowledge: Students will acquire knowledge of: Elements of Drama (Act, scene, and prologue, Aside, Dialogue, Monologue, Soliloquy, Dramatic Irony, Foil, Stage directions, 
Tragedy); Characteristics of Shakespearean sonnets and dramas (Rhyme scheme, Couplet, Quatrain, Rhythm, Iambic pentameter, Oxymoron, Puns, Themes, Poetry vs. Prose); 
Background information on the Elizabethan period and Globe Theater 
Skills: Students will be able to demonstrate the ability to  

○ Comprehend, analyze, and critique a variety of increasingly complex texts at or above 9th grade level. 
○ Develop the appropriate grade level skills in writing, language, speaking and listening based on the standards. 
○ Examine how characters interact with others and affect the plot or theme, looking, for example, at motivation and how it adds to the complexity of characters 

(RL.3). 
○ Study the same subject (or scene) in two different artistic mediums, analyzing how one medium emphasizes a detail the other may leave out or downplay (RL.7). 
○ Draw a conclusion about the author’s perspective, analyzing the author’s purpose and the rhetorical choices the author uses to achieve that purpose or promote a 

certain perspective (RI.6). 
○ Examine specific claims or arguments of the text, paying special attention to the rationale, credibility, and adequacy of the evidence presented throughout by the 

author. In addition to assessing the integrity and quality of the argument, readers also assess claims and reasoning for their veracity and logic, identifying those 
which are simply not true or are weakened by flaws in their logic (RI.8). 

○ Craft arguments to support claims, analyzing complex texts or topics, and support with sound reasoning and evidence that is appropriate and adequate (W.1). 
○ Examine how the speaker uses rhetoric in the service of any arguments or ideas (SL.3). 

● Monitor progress using 9th-10th grade student-friendly proficiency scales 

Activities  Assessments  Resources 

Introduce unit and build background  
Evaluate claims, arguments, reasoning, and evidence 
Shakespearean sonnets 
Close reading of Shakespearean drama 
Collaborative discussions 
Language mini-lessons 
 

3-2-1 exit slips and Kahoot reviews 
Argument outline 
SOAPSTone 
Sonnet packet 
Conversational Roundtable 
Interview 
Writing Prompts and Essays 

Art, slides, videos, poems 
Variety of informational texts 
Handouts  
Films  
Argument graphic organizer and 
rubric 
 

 
 

Unit Goal:   Students will read from Homer’s the Odyssey, with special attention to the hero’s journey and the characteristics of an epic hero. They will become familiar with 
classic Greek mythology and consider the role of the gods and fate in Odysseus’s adventures. Studying various adaptations of and allusions to the epic and myths will also enrich 
students’ interpretation and appreciation of the work. Students will research a topic related to ancient Greece to gain a deeper understanding of the historical and cultural context of 



the Odyssey, they will strategically use digital media to give an informative and engaging presentation of their research to the class. At the end of the unit, students will explore texts 
and media that portray the experience of soldiers going to or returning from war in contemporary times and will compare and contrast these accounts with the experiences of 
Odysseus. 

AR STANDARDS / SKILLS  
CONTENT VOCABULARY WITHIN THE STANDARD WILL BE TAUGHT THROUGHOUT DAILY OBJECTIVES / GOALS. 

Overarching: RL.9-10.10  RI.9-10.10  W.9-10.10  SL.9-10.6  L.9-10.6 
Priority: RL.9-10.2-3,5  W.9-10.4-6,9  L.9-10.1-2,5  SL.9-10.4 
Supporting: RL.9-10.6   RI.9-10.1,4  W.9-10.7-8   L.9-10.4  SL.9-10.2,5 

The student will consider…. 
● How it feels to be kept away from “home”. 
● What stories and characters’ actions reveal about a culture’s values and norms. 
● How heroes are defined. 
● How we can use research to inform ourselves and our audience. 

Knowledge: Students will acquire knowledge of: Background for The Odyssey (Homer, Ancient Greece, Trojan War/Troy (The Illiad), Myth and Mythology, Names and roles of gods 
and goddesses); Epic of Journey (Epic poetry, Homeric simile, Epithet, Epic hero, Hero’s journey); Research (Authoritative source, Advanced searches); and Digital Media 
Presentation 
Skills: Students will be able demonstrate the ability to comprehend, analyze, and critique a variety of increasingly complex texts at or above 9th grade level; Develop the 
appropriate grade level skills in writing, language, speaking and listening based on the standards; and Self-evaluate using student-friendly proficiency scales. 

Activities  Assessments  Resources 

Ancient Greece Research Project and Presentation 
Close reading of text 
Collaborative discussions 
Connect informational texts-modern heroism 
Writing prompts 
Monomyth comparison 
Language mini lessons 
 

Presentation evaluation 
Research skills self-assessment 
Coordinating notes 
Invocation analysis 
Homeric similes 
Writing prompts 
Six-word memoir 
 

Prezi presentation 
Art, song, poems, film clip 
Handouts 
Graphic organizer 
Rubric 
Literary text and various informational 
texts 
Internet: Mythweb 
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