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Unit Goal:  The Human Condition and Spirit In this unit, students will examine the development of themes in literary works from around the world. Using textual 
evidence, they will analyze both explicit and inferred ideas about the human condition and spirit, particularly how tragedies and difficult circumstances shape individuals and 
communities. Reflective narratives, collaborative discussions, and nonfiction texts will be used to make meaningful connections to past and current events and gain a deeper 
understanding of others’ perspectives and cultural experiences. 

AR STANDARDS / SKILLS  
CONTENT VOCABULARY WITHIN THE STANDARD WILL BE TAUGHT THROUGHOUT DAILY OBJECTIVES / GOALS. 

Overarching: RL.9-10.10  RI.9-10.10  W.9-10.10  SL.9-10.6   L.9-10.6 
Priority: RL.9-10.2,4,6  RI.9-10.6  W.9-10.5  L.9-10.1  SL.9-10.1 
Supporting: RL.9-10.1   RI.9-10.1,5,7  W.9-10.3,6  L.9-10.5 

The student will consider…. 
● How reading literature from around the world gives us new perspectives. 
● How and why authors develop themes about the human condition. 
● How tragedies and difficult circumstances shape who we are. 
● How to determine theme and determine which analyzed details are significant. 
● How to determine meaning of words and uses of figurative language in literature and how authors use specific words and language to create meaning 

and tone. 
● What point of view is and how it affects our understanding of the story and the world. 

Knowledge: Students will acquire knowledge of Literary elements: plot, exposition, rising action/complication, climax, falling action, resolution/denouement, conflict, theme, 
protagonist, antagonist, imagery, symbolism, figurative language, irony (situational and dramatic), ambiguity, style, point of view, characterization (complex characters and 
character motivations), setting, tone, narrator (unreliable), and pacing. 
Skills: Students will be able to Comprehend, analyze, and critique a variety of increasingly complex texts; Develop appropriate grade level skills in writing; Develop appropriate 
grade level skills in language; and Develop appropriate grade level skills in speaking and listening based on the standards at or above 9th grade level. 

Activities  Assessments  Resources 

Getting to know you activities, introductory narrative, 
pre-assessment 
Introduction to the unit and close reading of poetry 
Collaborative discussions 
Close reading of literary texts 
Close reading of informational texts 
Post assessment; culmination and reflection 
Language and vocabulary mini lessons 

Pre-assessment  
Objective and thematic summaries 
Writing prompts 
Graphic organizers 
Post assessment 

Variety of poems, art, short stories, and 
informational texts 
Google slides and videos 
Graphic organizers (TPCASTT, SIFT, HIPP, 
SOAPSTone) 

 
 
 



Unit Goal: Civil Disobedience Students will broaden their perspective by exploring literature from around the world, connecting how literary and informational texts from 
various countries treat themes and ideas related to civil disobedience. They will study characteristics of ancient Greek tragedies by reading Sophocles’ Antigone and consider the 
role of morality in obeying or disobeying laws. Students will build on their knowledge of the topic by reading informational text concerning current acts of civil disobedience. The 
post assessment project will consist of research on a current or historical example of civil disobedience of the student’s choice. Students will present their findings to the class in a 
digital media presentation that meets specific criteria.  

AR STANDARDS / SKILLS  
CONTENT VOCABULARY WITHIN THE STANDARD WILL BE TAUGHT THROUGHOUT DAILY OBJECTIVES / GOALS. 

Overarching: RL.9-10.10  RI.9-10.10  W.9-10.10  SL.9-10.6   L.9-10.6 
Priority: RI.9-10.1,3  W.9-10.2  L.9-10.4 
Supporting: RL.9-10.2-3,7  RI.9-10.2,4-5,7,9  W.9-10.6,9   SL.9-10.1-2,4-5  L.9-10.3 

The student will consider…. 
● When, if ever, it is okay to break the law and if personal ethics or religious traditions should ever trump the laws of the land. 
● What reading skills are needed to analyze a text and what those skills allow you to do. 
● How the way an author structures a text impacts meaning. 
● What writing skills are needed to examine and convey complex ideas. 
● How to determine the meaning of unknown and multiple meaning words and phrases. 

Skills: Students will be able to: 
● Cite textual evidence 
● Analyze structure of text 
● Clearly convey complex ideas through writing 
● Determine multiple meanings of words 
● Determine meaning of words in context 

Activities  Assessments  Resources 

Close reading of informational texts 
Hero T-chart or foldable 
Collaborative discussions 
Civil disobedience project 
Language and vocabulary mini lessons 
 

Pre-assessment 
Body Biographies 
Graphic organizer  
Exit slips 
Presentation evaluation 
Student self-assessment 
Post assessment 

Fill-in-the-blank handouts 
Video, art,  and slideshow 
Variety of informational texts and Antigone 
Graphic organizers (argument, research) 
Rubric  

 

Unit Goal:  My Brother’s Keeper  Students will read a range of texts and write with great detail, using precise vocabulary, as they explore the concepts of friendship, 
obligation, and duty to others. They will engage in meaningful conversations and extended inquiry, supporting their ideas with textual citations. Reading guides will be used for John 
Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men to help students with note taking. Each guide will also embed test preparation by asking students to develop both literal and inferential questions 
based on the unit’s big ideas. 

AR STANDARDS / SKILLS  
CONTENT VOCABULARY WITHIN THE STANDARD WILL BE TAUGHT THROUGHOUT DAILY OBJECTIVES / GOALS. 

Overarching: RL.9-10.10  RI.9-10.10  W.9-10.10  SL.9-10.6   L.9-10.6 



Priority: RL.9-10.2-5   W.9-10.3 
Supporting: RL.9-10.7,9   RI.9-10.8   SL.9-10.1,3-4  L.9-10.5   W.9-10.4,9 

The student will consider…. 
● What it means to be “my brother’s keeper”  
● What responsibility we have toward others and when/where that responsibility ends 
● What qualities are important in a friendship 
● How an author develops style 

Skills: Students will be able to  
● Draw inferences and cite textual evidence 
● Analyze author’s style and purpose of text 
● Clearly convey complex ideas through writing 
● Analyze how character and theme are developed 

Activities  Assessments  Resources 

Anticipation guide and journaling 
Build background: allusion and setting 
Collaborative discussions: predicting, analyzing, connecting, drawing 
inferences 
Close reading of text and Text dependent questions 
Style writing prompts and analysis 
Language and vocabulary mini-lessons 
Peer evaluations and Reflection 

Reading Guides 
Text dependent questions 
Writing Prompts 
Graphic organizers 
Comparison of textual mediums 

Photographs, poem, and Google 
slides, collection of personal essays 
Graphic organizers (descriptive 
writing, character and plot 
development, theme) 
Rubric 
Film 

 
 

Unit Goal:   Differentiated Literature Circles Students will be grouped into literature circles and will have several novel options from which to choose to read with their 
group. Students will conduct research to gain knowledge of the novel before reading, will collaborate to create a reading schedule, and will participate in weekly discussions. For the 
culminating project-based assessment, students will collaborate to create a book trailer, highlighting the tone and themes from the novel. 

AR STANDARDS / SKILLS  
CONTENT VOCABULARY WITHIN THE STANDARD WILL BE TAUGHT THROUGHOUT DAILY OBJECTIVES / GOALS. 

Overarching: RL.9-10.10  RI.9-10.10  W.9-10.10  SL.9-10.6   L.9-10.6 
Priority: RL.9-10.1,6   W.9-10.7   L.9-10.4 
Supporting: RL.9-10.3,5   W.9-10.4,6,8-9  L.9-10.1-3  SL.9-10.1-2,4-5 

The student will consider…. 
● When and how individuals make pivotal choices despite adversity 
● How our reactions to conflict reflect our character 
● Why supporting analysis with strong textual evidence is important 
● What point of view is and how it affects our understanding of the story and the world 
● How research can be used to gain more knowledge about a subject 
● How to determine the meaning of unknown and multiple meaning words and phrases. 



Knowledge: Students will acquire knowledge of Citing evidence, Point of view, Perspective, Research, Context clues 
Skills: Students will be able to demonstrate the ability to Comprehend, analyze, and critique a variety of increasingly complex texts at or above 10th grade level; and Develop the 
appropriate grade level skills in writing, language, speaking and listening based on the standards. 

Activities  Assessments  Resources 

Research literature circles 
Close reading of texts 
Collaborative discussions 
Blogging questions and responses 
Language and vocabulary mini-lessons 
 
 

Pre-Assessment 
Text dependent questions 
Reading notes 
AR test for reading comprehension 
Book Trailer 
Post assessment 

Google Classroom 
Internet 
Research templates 
Literary texts 
Accelerated Reader program 

 
 
 

Unit Goal:  

AR STANDARDS / SKILLS  
CONTENT VOCABULARY WITHIN THE STANDARD WILL BE TAUGHT THROUGHOUT DAILY OBJECTIVES / GOALS. 

 

The student will…. 
 
 
 
 
 

Activities  Assessments  Resources 

 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 

Unit Goal:  



AR STANDARDS / SKILLS  
CONTENT VOCABULARY WITHIN THE STANDARD WILL BE TAUGHT THROUGHOUT DAILY OBJECTIVES / GOALS. 

The student will…. 
 
 
 
 
 

Activities  Assessments  Resources 

 
 
 
 

  

 
 

Unit Goal:  

AR STANDARDS / SKILLS  
CONTENT VOCABULARY WITHIN THE STANDARD WILL BE TAUGHT THROUGHOUT DAILY OBJECTIVES / GOALS. 

The student will…. 
 
 
 
 
 

Activities  Assessments  Resources 

 
 
 
 

  

 
 

Unit Goal:  



AR STANDARDS / SKILLS  
CONTENT VOCABULARY WITHIN THE STANDARD WILL BE TAUGHT THROUGHOUT DAILY OBJECTIVES / GOALS. 

The student will…. 
 
 
 
 
 

Activities  Assessments  Resources 

 
 
 
 

  

 
 

Unit Goal:  

AR STANDARDS / SKILLS  
CONTENT VOCABULARY WITHIN THE STANDARD WILL BE TAUGHT THROUGHOUT DAILY OBJECTIVES / GOALS. 

The student will…. 
 
 
 
 
 

Activities  Assessments  Resources 

 
 
 
 

  

 
 

Unit Goal:  



AR STANDARDS / SKILLS  
CONTENT VOCABULARY WITHIN THE STANDARD WILL BE TAUGHT THROUGHOUT DAILY OBJECTIVES / GOALS. 

The student will…. 
 
 
 
 
 

Activities  Assessments  Resources 

 
 
 
 

  

 


