Eighth Grade Pre AP Summer Reading Assignment
You will need to get a copy of The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain. Make sure it is the
unabridged version. It will have either 35 or 36 chapters. If there are only 17, you have the wrong
version. You may check this out from the public library or you may purchase your own copy. I also have a few
copies available that you could check out. There is a free ebook version available from the public library and on
Google Play and a free downloadable audiobook from the public library.
You will be doing a reading journal. This is due in the high school office by 3:00 p.m. on August 1. If
your summer reading assignment is not turned in by that date, you will start the school year with a 180-point
zero. It will not be easy to pull yourself up from that.
Please get a three-pronged folder. Write your name and “PreAP 8” on the front of it. Inside this
folder, you should place notebook paper for your reading journal. The journal MUST BE HANDWRITTEN.
You should write at least one paragraph responding to EACH chapter. Please clearly label which
chapter you are writing about. You will have at least 35 paragraphs. You may include questions you have,
ways you relate to what’s going on, predictions about future chapters, insights about literary devices Twain
uses, or simply personal responses. Basically, what I am looking for in the reading journal is to see your
thought process as you read. A sample entry might look like this:
Chapter 1
I wonder how old Tom is. He seems to brag a lot, like a little kid, but he’s pretty clever at getting away with
things. He sort of seems like a troublemaker, but at the same time, he is charismatic, too. I’m not sure if he’s the
type of guy I’d like to be friends with or not; I guess I will just have to wait and see more about what kind of
character he will be. I do think that the way Twain shows us Tom’s personality through Aunt Polly’s eyes is
interesting, but it makes me feel a little sorry for him. I wonder how other characters will see him as we go along.

I know it’s tempting to wait and do the journal after you finish the book, but it will be easier to do as you
go along and it’s fresh on your mind. Remember, I am looking for evidence that you are thinking about the
book as you read it.
DO NOT SUMMARIZE EACH CHAPTER. I’ve read the book. I already know what happens in each chapter.
I’m not just looking to see if you read it. What I need to know is what you’re thinking about while you read each
chapter. If you copy chapter summaries off the internet, I will know it (it’s not that hard to figure out) and you
will get a zero. The reading journal is simple: read a chapter and tell me what you thought about what you
read.
If you or your parents have any questions or concerns about summer reading, or if you run into any
questions as you work through this, you may email me at habbott@westsideschools.org. I may not answer
immediately—I am on summer vacation too!—but I’ll get back to you as soon as possible.
Remember, I will be picking summer reading up from the school to start grading it on August 1 at 3:00.
If you choose to mail it to the school, please mail it several days in advance to make sure it gets here on time.
Please do your best with summer reading. It’s a big grade that lets me see your abilities! Even if you only finish
part of it, please turn it in. A low grade is still better than a zero. I look forward to seeing you in August, and I
hope you enjoy the novel!

