
Emerson Middle School Integrated Lesson Form 
 

Title: Unit 2: Africa 

Lesson Description: My students will study the Geography of Africa. They will make 
connections among the physical geography, politics, economics, and culture of Africa. 
  

Educator Name:  Michelle Schemmer 
A+ School: Emerson Middle School 
Grade level/subject area: 7th Grade eastern geography 

Curriculum 
& Arts 

Overarching Concept: Africa’s different cultures, physical features, 
economics, and political regions. 
` 

Essential Question(s) and/or Focus Question(s): 
What are the political regions of Africa including Egypt, Kenya, South 
Africa, Libya, Sudan ad Nigeria and their capitals? 

What are the physical features of Africa? 

What are the characteristics and location of the Sahel’s and Sahara’s 
nomadic people? 

What are the characteristics and location of the culture of the Nile? 

How does the Sahara Desert physically and culturally divide North 
Africa from Sub-Sahara Africa? 

How are cultural differences resulted in civil war and genocide in Darfur 
and Rwanda? 

How has the struggle for and achievement of civil rights and economic 
opportunities in South Africa’s post-apartheid era effect Africans? 

How has the contribution of valuable minerals to South Africa effected 
its economic growth? 

How has North Africa’s location contribute to trade across multiple 
countries, and how has that trade contributed to cultural diffusion? 

How has the impact of overgrazing and drought in the Sahel led to 
desertification? 

How has the impact of multiple ethnic groups been on Nigerian political 
stability? 
How has the humanitarian relief efforts provided by the United Nations 
addressing hunger in Africa? 
  

Disciplines Addressed:                                           21st Century skills: 
__dance             _x_music             _x_visual arts        _x_creativity 

_x_drama             __reading           _x_writing            __problem solving 

__language arts __science           __other:                _x_technology 

__math              _x_social studies                              _x_collaboration 
 

 



Curricular connections/instructional objectives: (state standards, 
etc.) 
2.1E-Integrate visual information in order to describe specific political 
regions of the Eastern Hemisphere, and identify on a political map the 
major urban areas and countries including Africa-Cairo/Egypt, 
Nairobi/Kenya, South Africa/Libya, Sudan, and Nigeria 

2.2A1-Integrate visual information in order to describe the 
characteristics and relative location of physical and cultural regions of 
the Eastern Hemisphere including the Sub-Saharan savannas and 
rainforests. 
2.2B1,3-Cultural Regions 1)The Sahel’s and Sahara’s nomadic 
peoples 3) The cultural hearths of the Nile, Indus, Ganges, Hwang He 
River Valleys, and Mesopotamia. 
2.3C,E-Explain and summarize how common physical or human 
characteristics can link as well as divide regions including C) Sahara 
Desert that physically and culturally divides North Africa from Sub-
Sahara Africa E) Cultural differences resulting in civil war and genocide 
in Darfur and Rwanda 
2.4C,E,F-Cite specific textual and visual evidence to analyze reasons 
for conflict and cooperation among groups, societies, countries, and 
regions of the Eastern Hemisphere and the involvement of 
multinational organizations of the United Nations and the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization including C) Impact of multiple ethnic groups on 
Nigerian political stability E) Humanitarian relief efforts by the United 
Nations to address hunger in Africa F) The struggle for and 
achievement of civil liberties and economic opportunities in South 
Africa’s post-apartheid era. 
2.5A-B-Explain and summarize how and why regions change over time 
through physical and human processes which operate to modify Earth’s 
surface including the A) Cultural diffusion brought about by North 
Africa’s location central to trade across multiple continents B) Impact of 
overgrazing and drought leading to desertification in the Sahel. 
3.1 Integrate visual information to identify on a physical map and 
describe the major landforms and bodies of water. 
5.1B Cite specific textual and visual evidence to describe the 
relationship between the distribution of major renewable and 
nonrenewable resources and evaluate how the three levels of 
economic activities (Primary, secondary, and tertiary) contribute to the 
development of a country or region including the B) Reserves of 
valuable minerals responsible for South Africa’s economic growth. 
 



Enriched 
Assessment 

Ways to assess/evaluate students’ understanding during and at 
the conclusion of the lesson (formative and summative): 
Pre-Assessment, Post-Assessment, Exit Tickets, Worksheets, Oral 
Review, Quizzes, Thumbs Up/Down, Peer Groups 

Note any unexpected outcomes with students and how they 
affected next steps: 

 

Collaboration How will collaboration be used: (between students, fellow 
teachers, or anyone with potential expertise): Peer Groups, 
Students will be working in small groups discussing ideas and 
concepts in map skills 

Multiple 
Learning 
Pathways 

Multiple Intelligences addressed within lesson: (check all that 
apply) 
 

_x_bodily/kinesthetic                             _x_musical-rhythmic 

__interpersonal                                   __naturalist 
__Intrapersonal                                   _x_verbal-linguistic 

__logical-mathematical                       _x_visual spatial 

Infrastructure Classroom Infrastructure/Setup: 
 

Timeframe: (example: length of unit, number and length of 
lesson(s): 
Lessons:30 days 

Political and Physical Africa 

Population and culture of Africa 

African Economy 

Resources and Trade in Africa 

African Government 
Space: classroom 
 

Material: 
Binder, paper, pencil, map pencils, glue, scissors, 
Resources/books/websites/other information sources: 
Chromebook 
 



Experiential 
Learning & 
Climate 

Steps/Process: (You may share by using this form, video, photo 
story, PowerPoint, etc.) Please attach rubric, checklist or other 
assessment tool, if applicable. 

ISTE standards Check all that apply: 
 

__Empowered learner                               __Digital citizen 

_x_Knowledge constructor                          _x_Innovative designer 
_x_Computational thinker                           _x_Creative 
communicator 
__Global collaborator 

  

  

 


