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General Information

• McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act

• Originally passed in 1987.

• Reauthorized in 2015 by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).

• Works hand-in-hand with Title IA and other federal education programs.

• LEA Requirements 

• The McKinney-Vento Act provides a number of LEAs (Local Education Agency) requirements 
for serving homeless youths and children. The tasks required by law are summarized below.

• LEA must continue a homeless child’s or youth’s education in the school of origin for the duration of 
homelessness and for the remainder of the academic year, if the child or youth becomes 
permanently housed during an academic year; or

• Enroll the homeless child or youth in any public schools that nonhomeless students who live in the 
attendance area in which the child or youth is actually living are eligible to attend



Definition of Homeless

• The McKinney-Vento Education for Homeless Children and Youth Act 
provides a definition of homeless children and youths to be used by state 
and local agencies.  It defines homeless children and youth to be those 
who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence.

• A fixed residence is one that is stationary, permanent, and not subject to change.

• A regular residence is one that is used on a regular (nightly) basis.

• An adequate residence is one that is sufficient for meeting both the physical and 
psychological needs typically met in home environments.

• The term “unaccompanied youth” includes a homeless child or youth not is 
the physical custody of a parent or guardian.



It defines homeless children and youth to be 
those who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate 

nighttime residence.

• Examples include, but not limited to:

• Sharing housing due to a loss of housing, economic hardship, or a 
similar reason;

• Living in motels, hotels, trailer parks or camping grounds due to lack of 
alternative adequate housing;

• Emergency or transitional shelters;

• Living in cars, park, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard 
housing, bus or train station, or similar places



Enrollment
• McKinney-Vento students are entitled to immediate enrollment in any public 

school that students living in the same attendance area are eligible to attend; 
even if:

• Students do not have required documents, such as school records, records of 
immunization and other required health records, proof of residency, guardianship, or 
other documents; or

• Students have missed application or enrollment deadlines during any period of 
homelessness.

• “Enrollment” includes attending classes and participating fully in school 
activities. 

• Absences caused by homelessness must not be counted against students, as 
this would create a barrier to enrollment and retention in school.



Identification Strategies
• Informative posters are available to schools and community to build awareness.

• Become aware of “warning signs” that may indicate an enrolled child or youth 
may be homeless.

• Student Residency Questionnaire is available for families to complete to receive 
services.

• Use the social environment in schools to informally identify a student who is 
homeless. (ex. Student asking for money to pay for lunch, students talking on 
recess about moving again)



Transportation

• LEA must enable homeless students to continue in their school or origin or 
to participate fully in school without being hampered by the lack of 
transportation.

• The LEA ultimately determines the mode of transportation; however, it is 
important to ensure that the mode of transportation does not create 
barriers to a homeless student’s education.



Supporting Academic Success
Homeless students and/or unaccompanied youth have access to the 
following services, including, but not limited to:

• Enrichment programs, gifted programs, extended-day programs, and other 
supplemental services;

• Participation in school sports;

• Credit for partial coursework completed at the prior school;

• School supplies and backpacks;

• Hygiene supplies;

• Free school meals; and

• Dental, medical, mental, and other such needs



STRATEGIES FOR SCHOOL PRINCIPALS
• Promote a school climate that welcomes all students and supports students with 

the greatest needs. 

• Ensure that posters and brochures on the educational rights of homeless children 
and youth are displayed in the school, and announce information on the rights of 
homeless children and youth at school assemblies and parent meetings. 

• Ensure that you and all school staff are familiar with the key provisions of the 
McKinney -Vento Act that remove barriers to the school enrollment, attendance, 
and success of homeless students; arrange time for school staff to view the 
training.

• Ensure that all school staff and teachers are familiar with trauma -informed services 
for homeless families, children, and youth. 

• Welcome new students. 

• Invite homeless parents or guardians to be partners in their children’s education, 
volunteer at the school, and share their ideas for improving school services. 



• Ensure that homeless students have every opportunity that nonhomeless students 
have for academic and extracurricular activities. 

• Maintain a school supply and clothing closet on site where students may obtain 
items as needed to be prepared for classes and avoid being stigmatized as 
homeless.

• Ensure that discipline policies take into account situations over which homeless 
students have no control, such as absences and tardies that result from a parent’s 
or youth’s car breaking down. 

• Implement discipline policies that reinforce positive behaviors and personal 
responsibility and that keep children and youth in their classes.  

• If a homeless parent, guardian, or unaccompanied youth disagrees with school or 
district policies, discuss the issue in person to attempt to de -escalate the situation. If 
the individual remains dissatisfied over an issue related to eligibility, school 
enrollment, or school selection, refer him or her to the local liaison to initiate the 
dispute process

STRATEGIES FOR SCHOOL PRINCIPALS Con’t

*This guide was created by Washington state’s Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction 
(OSPI). These checklists can be copied and adapted, with  acknowledgments to OSPI.



STRATEGIES FOR SECRETARIES, REGISTRARS, 
CLERKS, AND ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANTS
• Look for indicators that a student may be experiencing homelessness and make a referral to the local homeless 

liaison.
• Learn to identify indicators of possible homelessness during the enrollment process, such as

• a lack of records, such as a birth certificate, immunization records, school and preschool records, address verification;

• parents who do not know the last school their child attended;

• attendance at multiple schools;

• a low-cost motel/hotel address on an enrollment form; 

• statements such as, “it’s a new address; I can’t remember it;” or “we’ve been having a hard time lately;” or “we move a lot and are 
staying with friends until we find a place.” 

• Include a housing intake form with enrollment materials with a check-off for types of living situations that would indicate 
homelessness. 

• Ask the family if there are preschool-aged children and include this information in your referral to the local liaison. 

• Provide a welcoming environment for families, children, and youth experiencing homelessness. 
• Ensure that posters with the educational rights of homeless children and youth are posted visibly in the registration area and 

brochures are readily available. 

• Have sensitive conversations in a private area; allow the family or youth to fill out forms in a private area. 

• Inform homeless families, children, and youth that homeless students have the right to remain in their school of origin, if in their 
best interest, and receive transportation to and from the school of origin; providing this information is required by law; 

• Discuss a child’s or youth’s possible homelessness with him or her and with parents or guardians in a discrete, respectful way, 
avoiding using the word “homeless.” You should use terms like “living in a temporary situation” or “not having a stable place to
live.”

• Discuss with the parent, child, or youth school policies and routines; provide a tour of the school. 



• Enroll the child or unaccompanied youth immediately.  
• Ensure that the child or youth is placed in class on the day of arrival, and follow up with the local 

liaison, child nutrition staff, and pupil transportation department so that services are arranged without 
delay. 

• You don’t have to understand or agree with the reasons why an unaccompanied youth left home; 
youth often will not share the full details of their home situation. Enroll an unaccompanied homeless 
youth, as any other homeless child or youth.

• Provide a backpack with age-appropriate school supplies and clothing, if needed. Contact 
local liaison.

• Contact the parent or guardian when a homeless student is absent (or contact the 
unaccompanied youth) to identify any challenges with attendance. 

• Before a student withdraws, prepare a parent pack with photocopies of the student’s 
records (e.g., academic, health, immunization); samples of the student’s work; and contact 
information for teachers, school counselors, or social workers. 

• Provide records immediately for a homeless student when requested by a new school to 
expedite appropriate placement. 
• Schools must remove barriers to enrollment due to outstanding fees or fines.

STRATEGIES FOR SECRETARIES, REGISTRARS, 
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*This guide was created by Washington state’s Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction 
(OSPI). These checklists can be copied and adapted, with  acknowledgments to OSPI.



STRATEGIES FOR TEACHERS

• Look for indicators that a student may be experiencing homelessness, and make a 
referral to the local homeless liaison. 

• Make the classroom a welcoming place for homeless students. 
• Assure the student that you care. 

• Connect a newly enrolled student with other students, such as a lunch buddy. 

• Inform the student of extracurricular activities that may be of interest, and arrange participation. 

• Do not hold homeless students accountable for situations over which they have no control, such 
as not having a place to do homework or not being able to pay fines. 

• Do not disclose the student’s living situation. 

• Encourage the student, and hold him or her to high expectations. 

• Discuss with the homeless student what his or her school challenges are and connect 
the student with services or make appropriate accommodations. 
• Adjust assignments so students not living in permanent settings can complete them. (A student 

living in a hotel room or who has limited supplies may not be able to carry out science activities 
or bring in newspaper articles or information from the Internet.) 

• Provide a time and place before, during, or after school for a student to complete assignments. 

• Arrange tutoring, supplemental instruction, or counseling expeditiously because many homeless 
students will be in your school for only a short period of time. 



• Assist other students in understanding family homelessness and treating their peers with 
kindness and respect. 

• Look for any signs that other students are teasing or bullying a student who may be 
experiencing homelessness, and intervene or report the students to the principal. 

• Assess students frequently so that you can determine progress even if the student is in 
your class only a short time.

• Communicate with a student’s parents or guardians about their concerns or ways to help 
their child or youth be more successful in school.
• Contact the parent or guardian if the student is absent or exhibits concerning behaviors. Personal 

contact (in person or by phone) is often more effective than sending a letter or email. 

• Do not take away students’ possessions; homeless students may need the security of 
having their belongings nearby. 

• Before you receive a new student: 
• Prepare a list of your class rules and routines, and post the class schedule.

• Prepare a new student folder with information for parents and guardians. 

• Maintain a supply of materials for students. 

• Prepare a “get-to-know-you” activity when a new student arrives.

STRATEGIES FOR TEACHERS Con’t

*This guide was created by Washington state’s Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction 
(OSPI). These checklists can be copied and adapted, with  acknowledgments to OSPI.



STRATEGIES FOR SCHOOL COUNSELORS

• Look for indicators that a student may be experiencing homelessness, and make a referral to the local homeless liaison. 

• Build trust with students as a caring adult; listen carefully to their wishes and concerns. 

• Contact the local liaison to make referrals for the student or family for needed services within the LEA and in the community. 

• Examine a student’s school record for missing credits, and arrange for the student to recover credit for work partially 
completed. 

• Ask the student what his or her interests are, in what extracurricular activities he or she participated in his or her former school, 
and then connect the student to appropriate activities. 

• Work with the student from a trauma -informed perspective, and link the student to counseling and other supports, as 
necessary. 

• Be aware of risky and unsafe situations in which a youth might be involved; look especially for signs that an unaccompanied 
homeless youth is being trafficked or is in a dangerous relationship. 

• Offer support for a student’s physiological needs (food, clothing), as well as his or her social/emotional needs (safety, security, 
and belonging). 

• Help older students with life skills, such as financial literacy and healthy choices. 

• Encourage the student and build hope for the future. 

• Encourage students to plan to attend college. 

• Make sure they enroll in college preparatory classes. 

• Arrange for them to visit a college campus. 

• Help older youth with the college search, application, and financial aid process, including completing the Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA), which allows unaccompanied homeless youth to apply for aid as independent students. 

*This guide was created by Washington state’s Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction 
(OSPI). These checklists can be copied and adapted, with  acknowledgments to OSPI.



STRATEGIES FOR SCHOOL NURSES

• Look for indicators that a student may be experiencing homelessness, and make a referral to the local homeless liaison. 

• Assist parents, guardians, and unaccompanied youth with obtaining required health and medical records and completing 
health forms. 

• Assist them with obtaining medical information from clinics or the state Department of Health.

• Contact the previous school to obtain immunization and health records. 

• Assist the family with arranging any needed immunizations for their child. 

• Remind registrars that homeless children and youth must be enrolled in school immediately even if immunization or health records are not 
available at the time of enrollment. 

• Notify the principal, school counselor, school social worker, and teachers of any serious medical condition of the child or 
youth. 

• Request information from the local liaison regarding a referral to a physician or medical clinic for a child or youth who needs 
medical care. 

• If a homeless student is experiencing stress, fatigue, or minor illness, allow the student to rest in the nurse’s office.

• Talk to a parent or guardian about where the child or youth should go if he or she becomes ill and needs to leave school. 
Homeless shelters often require that families leave during the day, and homeless parents may be difficult to contact. 
Remember that when a homeless student is ill and must be sent home, the place he or she is going may not be stable or 
quiet. 

• Provide hygiene items for homeless children and youth, contact local liaison; 

• Provide a list of health care resources to homeless parents, guardians, and unaccompanied youth. 

*This guide was created by Washington state’s Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction 
(OSPI). These checklists can be copied and adapted, with  acknowledgments to OSPI.



STRATEGIES FOR FOOD SERVICES STAFF

• Look for indicators that a child or youth may be experiencing homelessness, such 
as someone who does not have lunch or money to purchase a meal, seems 
extraordinarily hungry and wants more food than is provided in the regular meal, 
or begs food from his or her peers, and refer this student to the local homeless 
liaison. 

• Build positive relationships with students, and listen for indicators that a student 
may be experiencing homelessness; make referrals to the local liaison. 

• Ensure that homeless students are able to receive free meals immediately upon 
identification, without the need for paperwork beyond a referral from the local 
liaison or shelter director, as required by law. 

• Maintain students’ confidentiality regarding their living situation. 

• Do not implement practices that stigmatize homeless students or others receiving 
free meals, such as a creating a special line or a different colored ticket.

*This guide was created by Washington state’s Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction 
(OSPI). These checklists can be copied and adapted, with  acknowledgments to OSPI.



STRATEGIES FOR SCHOOL SUPPORT PERSONNEL, 
LIBRARIANS, SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICERS, 

PARAPROFESSIONALS, AND CUSTODIAL STAFF

• Look for indicators that a student may be experiencing homelessness, and 
make a referral to the local homeless liaison. 

• Look for any signs that other students are teasing or bullying a student who 
may be experiencing homelessness and intervene or report the students to 
teacher or principal. 

• Build positive relationships with students. 

• Listen for indicators that a student is experiencing hunger, neglect, stress; make 
appropriate referrals to school counselors or social workers. 

• Encourage the student to succeed and stay in school and build hope for the future.

*This guide was created by Washington state’s Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction 
(OSPI). These checklists can be copied and adapted, with  acknowledgments to OSPI.



STRATEGIES FOR SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS
• Look for indicators on the bus route that a student may be experiencing homelessness, and make a referral to the local 

homeless liaison. Note students who 

• appear at a new bus stop; 

• no longer appear at a bus stop without having withdrawn from school;

• are now being dropped off/picked up by someone at a bus stop when they used to walk; 

• are requesting pick up or drop off at the address of a hotel, motel, or shelter; 

• are showing up at the bus stop inappropriately dressed for the weather; or 

• are showing uncharacteristic behavior problems. 

• Build positive relationships with students. 

• Listen for indicators that a student is experiencing hunger, neglect, stress; make a referral to the local liaison and to school counselors or 
social workers. 

• Encourage the student to succeed and stay in school and build hope for the future. 

• Listen for instances of teasing and bullying of a homeless student; intervene and report this to the student’s school. 

• Maintain a lost and found box and help return lost items to students; possessions are very important to homeless students. 

• Inform your transportation director if the bus route includes a pick up or drop off that would enable other students to identify a 
student as homeless, and request to adjust the route, for example, making a pick up at a shelter or hotel the first stop and drop 
off the last stop so that other students do not see where a homeless student is staying. 

• Assist the transportation director with creative routes that provide expeditious and economical transportation for homeless 
students to and from the school of origin. 

• Inform the transportation director of instances where a homeless student has not been at the bus stop arranged for him or her
to be transported to and from the school of origin so that the director and local liaison can follow up with the family or youth. 

*This guide was created by Washington state’s Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction 
(OSPI). These checklists can be copied and adapted, with  acknowledgments to OSPI.



GENERAL STRATEGIES FOR SCHOOL PERSONNEL
• Have contact information for the local homeless liaison on hand and contact her to learn about LEA procedures and 

policies regarding homeless students. 

• When you identify a student who is or may possibly be experiencing homelessness, contact the local liaison right away 
to ensure that the student is linked to all needed services. 

• Participate in trainings to increase your awareness of the needs of homeless students and provisions of the McKinney -
Vento Act to address their needs. 

• Become familiar with trauma -informed services, understanding that many homeless children and youth have 
experienced tremendous loss, stress, and in many cases, domestic violence. 

• Be on the lookout for indicators that a child or youth may be experiencing homelessness, such as 

• chronic hunger or fatigue; 

• stress and concern about family or where they will go after school;

• erratic attendance at school; 

• changes in behavior;

• poor grooming or clothing that draws attention or is worn for several days in a row; or 

• reluctance to part with belongings while at school. 

• Encourage the student and build hope for the future. 

• Discuss a child’s or youth’s possible homelessness with him or her or with parents or guardians in a discrete, respectful 
way, avoiding using the word “homeless.” You should use terms like “living in a temporary situation” or “not having a 
stable place to live.”

• Do not disclose information about a student’s living situation to anyone other than the local liaison and to other school 
administrators and school staff only as needed. 

• Ensure that the child or youth feels welcome in the school and classroom and has genuine connections to caring adults

*This guide was created by Washington state’s Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction 
(OSPI). These checklists can be copied and adapted, with  acknowledgments to OSPI.



Organizations and Links

• National Center for Homeless Education, www.serve.org/nche
• The National Center for Homeless Education (NCHE) at The SERVE Center at the University of North 

Carolina at Greensboro operates the U.S. Department of Education’s technical assistance center for 
the federal Education for Homeless Children and Youth program. NCHE offers webinars and training 
materials, publications and briefs, and customized phone and email technical assistance through its 
homeless education helpline.

• National Association for the Education of Homeless Children and Youth, www.naehcy.org
• The National Association for the Education of Homeless Children and Youth (NAEHCY) is a national 

membership association dedicated to educational excellence for children and youth experiencing 
homelessness. NAEHCY advocates for change through state and federal policy; provides publications 
and resources; and sponsors an annual conference specifically for educators, service providers, policy 
makers, and researchers who work in the field of educating homeless children and youth.

• Oklahoma State Department McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance, 
https://sde.ok.gov/title-x-part-c



State and Local Contact Information

Every LEA must designate a liaison for students experiencing homelessness.

Enid Public Schools Local Liaison-

Leslie Wichert

EPS Homeless Liaison

lpwichert@enidk12.org

580-366-7038

Oklahoma State Liaison

Tammy Smith

Program Specialist, Oklahoma State Department of Education

Tammy.Smith@sde.ok.gov

580-522-3260


