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COVID Update 11.20.20 “Thanksgiving and Red Phase”

Granger Schools have a lot to be thankful for in the fall of 2020 and how we have navigated the
COVID crisis in our school district. Our school has had minimum disruptions with in-person
school learning and extra-curricular activities since we opened on August 24®. T am extremely
grateful for the students, parents, our faculty, and staff for our efforts to maintain a safe school
operation this year.

As we begin to move into the holiday season with Thanksgiving next week and our Christmas
holidays following a few weeks after that, I want to remind everyone in our school community
the importance of the vigilance of continuing practicing the necessary measures to keep their
family and loved ones safe. Remember to practice the big four: 1) wear your mask, 2) social
distance properly, 3) wash your hands all the time, and 4) clear surfaces you have touched.
These are things that we can do every day, that we can control every day, as we fight the spread
of this disease out our community.

Even as good as we have been the past few months, we have seen a rise in cases and
hospitalization in Williamson County. The spread of COVID in our county has caused the
County Health Department to move their phase alerts from “green” to ” and, as of
yesterday to the “red” stage of community spread. The following is from the WCCHD press
release on WILCO move to the COVID “Red” phase.

Williamson County has moved to the “Red Phase” of its COVID-19 risk chart Thursday,
Judge Bill Gravell announced. “The increasing transmission rate and movement into the
WCCHD red phase is a great opportunity to remind people during this Thanksgiving
season to wear a mask, wash hands frequently, and keep six feet of distance from others
not in your household,” Gravell wrote. The “Red Phase” is considered a period with
“uncontrolled community spread” and indicates that there has been an increase in cases
and hospitalizations over the past seven days while in “Orange Phase.” Williamson
County moved to that previous phase Nov. 11. According to the Williamson County &
Cities Health District, the rate of new reported infections, or incidence rate, increased
from 10.76 to 13.08 per 100,000 residents in the past week.

“It is imperative at this time that we have an all-hands-on-deck approach to strictly
enforce any mitigation measures permitted under Governor Abbott’s Orders, including
capacity limitations, mask and distancing enforcement, and isolation/quarantine
procedures,” said Dr. Lori Palazzo, Williamson County Health Authority and WCCHD
Medical Director. “It will take all of us collectively to slow transmission enough to
prevent our healthcare capacity from being exceeded. The threat has never been greater.
Immediate action has never been more necessary.”
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Daily new confirmed cases are increasing at the state and county level, and many
jurisdictions in Texas and the US (such as El Paso) are seeing a massive surge in cases.
We should expect a continued rise in Central Texas cases over the coming weeks. It is
critical that we all continue to implement the important mitigation measures of mask-
wearing, safe distancing, sanitation, and hand hygiene, in order to prevent further spikes
in community transmission, especially as social contact increases through additional re-
openings and easing of capacity restrictions. Wash your hands often with soap and water
for at least 20 seconds especially after you have been in a public place, or after blowing
your nose, coughing, or sneezing.

Moreover, it is important to stay vigilant as we enter flu season and the holidays
approach. Prompt reporting and adherence to quarantine and isolation guidelines will be

crucial to preventing a return to uncontrolled community spread.

I want to wish each one of you a very blessed Thanksgiving season and please, stay safe and stay
healthy.

With the warmest of wishes this holiday season,
Randy Willis

Superintendent of Schools

PS. Please remember to use our Home Health Screening Check List for Students
before sending your child to school, especially after the Thanksgiving break.
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Actualizacion COVID 11.20.20 "Accion de Gracias y Fase Roja"

Las Escuelas Granger tienen mucho por lo que estar agradecidos en el otofio de 2020 y cdmo hemos navegado la crisis COVID en
nuestro distrito escolar. Nuestra escuela ha tenido interrupciones minimas con el aprendizaje escolar en persona y actividades
extracurriculares desde que abrimos el 24%agosto. Estoy muy agradecido por los estudiantes, los padres, nuestra facultad y el
personal por nuestros esfuerzos para mantener una operacion escolar segura este afio.

A medida que comenzamos a pasar a la temporada de vacaciones con Accion de Gracias la proxima semana y nuestras vacaciones de
Navidad después de unas semanas después de eso, quiero recordar a todos en nuestra comunidad escolar la importancia de la
vigilancia de continuar practicando las medidas necesarias para mantener a salvo a su familia y seres queridos. Recuerda practicar el
cuatro grande: 1) usa tu mascara, 2) distancia social correctamente, 3) lavate las manos todo el tiempo, y 4) superficies claras que
hayas tocado. Estas son cosas que podemos hacer todos los dias, que podemos controlar todos los dias, mientras luchamos contra
la propagacion de esta enfermedad fuera de nuestra comunidad.

Incluso por muy buenos que hemos sido los Ultimos meses, hemos visto un aumento en los casos y la hospitalizacidon en el condado
de Williamson. La propagaciéon de COVID en nuestro condado ha hecho que el Departamento de Salud del Condado mueva sus
alertas de fase de'"verde'a y, a partir de ayer, a laetapa” to “"roja"de la propagacién de lacomunidad. Lo siguiente es del
comunicado de prensa de WCCHD en el paso de WILCO a la fase "Roja" COVID.

El condado de Williamson ha pasado a la "Fase Roja" de su grafico de riesgos COVID-19 el jueves, anuncio el juez Bill Gravell. "El
aumento de la velocidad de transmision y el movimiento en la fase roja del WCCHD es una gran oportunidad para recordar a las
personas durante esta temporada de Accidn de Gracias que usen una mascara, se laven las manos con frecuencia y mantengan
seis pies de distancia de otros que no estan en su hogar", escribié Gravell. La "Fase Roja" se considera un periodo con "difusion
comunitaria incontrolada" e indica que ha habido un aumento en los casos y hospitalizaciones en los ultimos siete dias mientras
estd en "Fase Naranja". El condado de Williamson se trasladé a esa fase anterior del 11 de noviembre. Segun el Distrito de Salud
del Condado de Williamson y Ciudades, la tasa de nuevas infecciones reportadas, o tasa de incidencia, aumentd de 10.76 a
13.08 por cada 100,000 residentes en la semana pasada.

"Es imperativo en este momento que tengamos un enfoque de todo lo que se aconteza para hacer cumplir estrictamente
cualquier medida de mitigacién permitida bajo las drdenes del gobernador Abbott, incluidas las limitaciones de capacidad, la
enmascaramiento y la aplicacién de distanciamientos, y los procedimientos de aislamiento/cuarentena", dijo el Dr. Lori Palazzo,
Autoridad de Salud del Condado de Williamson y Director Médico de WCCHD. "Nos llevard a todos en conjunto ralentizar la
transmision lo suficiente como para evitar que se supere nuestra capacidad de atencién médica. La amenaza nunca ha sido
mayor. La accidon inmediata nunca ha sido tan necesaria".

Los nuevos casos confirmados diarios estdn aumentando a nivel estatal y del condado, y muchas jurisdicciones en Texas y
estados Unidos (como El Paso) estan viendo un aumento masivo en los casos. Debemos esperar un aumento continuo de los
casos del centro de Texas en las préximas semanas. Es fundamental que todos sigamos aplicando las importantes medidas de
mitigacion del uso de mascaras, el distanciamiento seguro, el saneamiento y la higiene de las manos, a fin de evitar nuevos picos
en la transmisién comunitaria, especialmente a medida que aumenta el contacto social mediante reabriciones adicionales y la
flexibilizacién de las restricciones de capacidad. Lavese las manos a menudo con agua y jabdn durante al menos 20 segundos,
especialmente después de haber estado en un lugar publico, o después de sonarse la nariz, toser o estornudar.

Ademas, es importante mantenerse atentos a medida que entramos en la temporada de gripe y se acercan las vacaciones. Los
informes rapidos y el cumplimiento de las directrices de cuarentena y aislamiento serdn cruciales para evitar el regreso a la
propagacién de la comunidad descontrolada.

Quiero desearles a cada uno una de las dos una muy bendita temporada de Accién de Gracias y por favor, manténgase a salvoy
manténgase saludable.
Con el mas calido de los deseos de esta temporada navidefia,

Randy Willis, Superintendent

PS. Por favor, recuerde usar nuestra Lista de Verificacion de Salud en el Hogar para Estudiantes antes de enviar a su hijo a la
escuela, especialmente después del descanso de Accion de Gracias.
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Daily Home Health Screening Checklist for Students

Parents: Please complete this short Health check on your child each morning.

By sending your child to school, you are attesting that you confidently answered “NO” to ALL
the questions on this document and have a very low risk of carrying or spreading an infectious
disease.

If you answer “YES” to ANY of the questions on the document, you are asked to keep your
child home and contact the school regarding the absence.

Section 1: Symptoms

Please check your child for any of the following symptoms that indicate a possible illness and
may put them at risk for spreading an infectious disease to others.

Temperature 100 degrees Fahrenheit or higher when taken by a thermometer

Sore throat

New uncontrolled cough that causes difficulty breathing (for students with chronic allergic/
asthmatic cough, a change in their cough from baseline)

Diarrhea, vomiting, or abdominal pain, loss of smell or taste

New onset of severe headache, especially with a fever

Section 2: Close Contact / Potential Exposure

Has the student hadclosecontact(within6feetofaninfected personforatleast15minutes)
withapersonwith confirmed COVID-19

Has anyone in the household tested positive, been exposed to COVID-19 or having
symptoms consistent with COVID-19 (as listed above)

Been told by the health department that you should remain home and isolate/quarantine due to
possible exposure.
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