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Pre-AP English I 
Muskogee High School 

Freshman Academy  
     

   Course Description  

Prerequisites: “B” or better in previous English class and teacher 

recommendation. 

Advanced Placement English I engages students in becoming skilled readers based on 

an assortment of genres reflecting a variety of periods, disciplines, and rhetorical 

contexts.  The purpose of this course is to enable students to write effectively and 

confidently in their courses across the curriculum and in their personal lives. This 

class is a steady, flexible pace that reveals a demanding curriculum. As a result, 

material will be presented that students many not fully understand; therefore, they 

must be self-motivated to seek comprehension. This course will prepare students to 

proceed to the next level of knowledge that engulfs a challenging direction.  

Periodically, grammatical lessons will be reviewed.  Writing assignments will 

encompass the structure of the writing process that reflects a variety of forms – 

narrative, exploratory, descriptive, analytical, and persuasive. In addition, students 

will produce a documented, literary research paper formatted with Modern Language 

Association style. 

Students must retrieve summer assignments before the dismissal of the school year; 

the assignments must be completed before mid July or students will not be allowed to 

enroll in Advanced Placement English I. 

Course or PASS Objectives 

By the end of this course, students should be able to: For a complete list of Oklahoma Priority 

Academic Student Skills, please visit: http://sde.state.ok.us/Curriculum/PASS/default.html  

Reading/Literature: The student will apply a wide range of strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate, 

appreciate, and respond to a variety of texts.  

Standard 1: Vocabulary - The student will expand vocabulary through word study, literature, and class 

discussion.  

Standard 2: Comprehension: The student will interact with the words to construct an appropriate 

meaning.  

Standard 3: Literature - The student will read, construct meaning, and respond to a wide variety of 

literary forms.  

Standard 4: Research and Information: The student will conduct research and organize information.  

Writing/Grammar/Usage and Mechanics: The student will express ideas effectively in written modes for a 

variety of purposes and audiences.  

Standard 1: Writing Process - The student will use the writing process to write coherently.  

Standard 2: Modes and Forms of Writing - The student will write for a variety of purposes and 

audiences using narrative, descriptive, expository, persuasive, and reflective modes.  

Standard 3: Grammar/Usage and Mechanics - The student will demonstrate appropriate practices in 

writing by applying grammatical knowledge to the revising and editing stages of writing. Participate 

independently and in groups to create oral presentations.  

http://sde.state.ok.us/Curriculum/PASS/default.html
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Oral Language/Listening and Speaking - The student will demonstrate thinking skills in listening and 

speaking.  

Standard 1: Listening - The student will listen for information and for pleasure.  

Standard 2: Speaking - The student will express ideas and opinions in group or individual situations.  

Visual Literacy: The student will interpret, evaluate, and compose visual messages.  

Standard 1: Interpret Meaning - The student will interpret and evaluate the various ways visual image-

makers including graphic artists, illustrators, and news photographers represent meaning.  

Standard 2: Evaluate Media - The student will evaluate visual and electronic media, such as film, as 

compared with print messages.  

Standard 3: Compose Visual Messages - The student will create a visual message that effectively 

communicates an idea.  

 

MHS Grading Scale 

Total Points Letter Grade Percentage Grade Point 
930-1000 A 93-100% 4.0 
900-929 A- 90-92% 3.7 
870-899 B+ 87-89% 3.3 
830-869 B 83-86% 3.0 
800-829 B- 80-82% 2.7 
770-799 C+ 77-79% 2.3 
730-769 C 73-76% 2.0 
700-729 C- 70-72% 1.7 
670-699 D+ 67-69% 1.3 
600-669 D 60-66% 1.0 
000-599 F 0-59% 0.0 

Reading Material and Supplies 

Text books (including, but not limited to):  

 
Allen, Janet, Applebee, Arthur, Burke, Jim, et al. (Eds.). (2008). McDougall Littell: Literature for  

Oklahoma. Evanston: McDougal Littell. 

 

Carroll, Joyce Armstrong, Wilson, Edward E., & Forlini, Gary (Eds.). (2004). Prentice Hall: Writing  

and Grammar, Communication in Action; Gold Level. Upper Saddle River: Pearson: Prentice  

Hall. 
 

Novels will vary.  

Course Outline 

(Course work is subject to change with prior notice) 
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1st Quarter Unit 1 : Study of Treasure Island 

Unit 2 :  Sections One, Two, and Three of “ Style 

Analysis” – Tone, Commentary, and Diction 

               

2nd Quarter Unit 3:  Section Four – “Style Analysis”-  Detail 

Unit 4:  Section Five – “Style Analysis” – Point of  

                                                                         View 
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3rd Quarter Unit 5: Section Six – “Style Analysis” – Syntax /  

                                       Phrases / Clauses 

Unit 6: Research  

 

4th Quarter Unit 7: To Kill A Mockingbird 

Unit 8: Romeo and Juliet 

 

 

 

 

The Reading Zone: Early in the first quarter students will take a computer 

generated STAR Reading test to establish a baseline for each student’s reading level. 

Each student is responsible for the reading of and the passing of an AR (Accelerated 

Reader) test for one book per quarter.  The book must be approved by the teacher as 

being acceptable for each student’s Zone of Proximal Development.  Each Friday 

students read independently during class.  Each student is responsible for having 

his/her selection in class. 

Muskogee High School Policies 

 

Instructor’s Grading Criteria/Timetable:   

 

This varies according to assignment.  

 

Course Policies:  

 

Plagiarism: According to The American Heritage Dictionary of English Language 

the definition of plagiarism is: 

1. To steal and use (the ideas or writings of another) as one's own. 

2. To appropriate passages or ideas from [another] and use them as one's own. 

3. To take and use as one's own the writings or ideas of another. 
 

Plagiarism is a serious offense and that the penalty for plagiarism-- in any part or 

section of any paper -- may result in a failing grade for that assignment. 

 

Assignment Completion: 

Students are expected to complete all assignments. If a student chooses not to 

comply, he/she will be asked to sign documentation showing he/her refusal to 

participate in the day’s activities.  These will then be forwarded to the appropriate 

administrator for punishment and could result failure of the class.  

 

Extenuating Circumstances:  If you have extenuating circumstances that prevent 

you from completing projects, quizzes or participating in the class, please contact the 

instructor to make alternative arrangements.  The possibility of alternative 

arrangements is at the discretion of the instructor.  Active communication is the key 

to overcoming any hurdles you may encounter during the term.  If you are unable to 

contact your instructor, contact your academic advisor. 
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Muskogee High School Policies 

 
Extra Credit Policy 

 

Extra credit is offered at various times during the semester.  Extra credit may not 

exceed 100%.  If a student gains in excess, the credit may be banked for later use.  

 

 

Attendance / Tardiness: According to district policy. 

 

Late Work Policy of the Muskogee Public Schools: Secondary Students 

Expectations 2010 -2011. 

 

1. Students may request, complete, and receive credit for make-up work 

for any absence during the school day or partial day, with the exception 

of absence due to truancy. 

2. Make-up work will be granted for absences upon the student’s / 

parent’s request [note: it is not the teacher’s responsibility to give the 

student his/her  make-up work].  Requests for make-up work MUST be 

made within two (2) consecutive school days after the absence.  

However, since make-up work shall be completed and returned to the 

respective teacher (s) one-day per day absence basis, it is in the 

student’s best interest to request make-up work immediately upon 

returning to school so that the student may begin working on the 

missed assignments.  Any tests and / or assignments which were 

assigned prior to the absence (not as make-up work for the absence) are 

due on the day the student returns to class unless additional time is 

granted y the teacher or by the administrator. 

 

 

 

 Mastery Learning / Tutoring 

 

 Students who are failing or who need make-up work may request assistance during 

Mastery Learning time which is available on Monday and Wednesday mornings from 

7:50 – 8:10.  Students who are failing are required to attend these sessions twice a 

week until the grade is raised to passing.   


