
Course Syllabus p. 1 

 

Pottery II 
Muskogee High School  

  Course Description 
In Pottery the student will have written work, as well as make pottery. After that the 
student will be given open-ended assignments in which he will use these techniques to 
complete bigger and better projects than in Pottery I.  There won’t be as many 
assignments but the time spent on each assignment will increase with the increased 
difficulty level.  Each assignment will be turned in for a grade along with a written self-
evaluation. 
 

Course or PASS Objectives 
By the end of this course, you should be able to:  

1. Create a piece of original art. 
2. Be familiar with the terms and definitions of pottery and the clay-making process.   
3. Describe how a piece of pottery is made.   
4. Discuss decisions about choices and how they relate to the form and function of 

the piece. 
5. Describe how pottery plays a part in cultural history.  

Grading 
Grades are divided into two groups:  Daily Work = 80 %   and the semester final exam =   
20% per Board policy.  Daily work is everything that we do in class and is not limited to 
this list:  homework checks, quizzes, tests, projects, dialogues, etc.  Tests, quizzes, and 
finals accompany the text so that they match the vocabulary and format of the textbook 
and the activities that we do in class.  Because we do a lot of class work, a daily 
participation grade of 100 points per school week is awarded by the teacher at the 
teachers’ discretion.  Students who do not participate appropriately can lose these 20 to 
25 points at the sole discretion of the teacher.  
Self-evaluations are written for each project and are handed in, in the folder in sets of two 
evaluations.  The project will be turned in and the projects will be graded and the grade 
will be written by the teacher beside the evaluation.  The writing will be graded according 
to how completely the answer is and the quality of the sentence structure.  
Students still receive their points for school related absences.  Grades are computed on 
total points earned out of total possible points then converted to a percentage.   Letter 
grades are then computed using the following grading scale. 
For every project the student must do a pottery self-evaluation. 
Every two projects will be treated as a set and I will record grades on two evaluations at a 
time.  Each evaluation is worth up to 50 points. 
I will write the grade for the project by the self-evaluation for it.  When you turn it in, I 
will grade the self-evaluation and record it.  If there are not three separate letter grades 
check with me.  Something has not been graded. 
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I grade your writing according to content; the forming of complete ideas; and your 
sentence structure.  Always use complete sentences.  You may do the writing outside of 
class and bring it in to have it graded. 
 
 
Use this format: 
 
Pottery Self-Evaluation: 
 
Project name (underline it) 
 

1. creativity:  (tell me where you got the IDEA from) 
 

2. craftsmanship:  (describe HOW you made it) 
 

3. Do you think you used your time wisely?  Tell me why or why not.      
 

4. appearance:  (describe what it looks like) 
 

5. What do you like about this piece? 
 

6. How could you have improved it? 
 
 

MHS Grading Scale 
Total Points Letter Grade Percentage Grade Point 
930-1000 A 93-100% 4.0 
900-929 A- 90-92% 3.7 
870-899 B+ 87-89% 3.3 
830-869 B 83-86% 3.0 
800-829 B- 80-82% 2.7 
770-799 C+ 77-79% 2.3 
730-769 C 73-76% 2.0 
700-729 C- 70-72% 1.7 
670-699 D+ 67-69% 1.3 
600-669 D 60-66% 1.0 
000-599 F 0-59% 0.0 

Reading Material and Supplies 
POTTERY: A Beginner’s Handbook, by Clifford Hilliard. 
Supplies:  pocket folder with brads. 
                 lined paper 
                 pencil or pen 
                 plastic container of containers for projects that are being worked on 
$15.00 supply fee. 
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Course Outline 
 
Unit 1:  Introduction to Pottery II               
              Discussion    
              Homework    
              Review    
              Seminar    
Unit 2:  Basics of Ceramics                 
              Discussion 
              Review                  
Unit 3: Three Basic Methods 
              Homework:  pinch pot, coil pot, slab pot, name plate, shoe/purse, sculpture, and        
Pop Art.      
              Self-evaluation for every assignment in sets of two.                     
Unit 4: Creative, Open ended Projects              
              Discussion    
              Homework:  name plate, shoe/purse, sculpture, and Pop Art.      
              Self Evaluation                  
Unit 5: Potter’s Wheel 
              Lecture and demonstration 
              Homework 
              Self-evaluation 
Unit 6: Semester Exam                  
              Discussion                  
              Review    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Muskogee High School Policies 
 
Instructor’s Grading Criteria/Timetable:   
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All course projects will be graded within two weeks of their due date.  Late projects will 
be graded no later than two days following the absence. Students submitting late projects 
must let the instructor know the late submission has been completed.    
 
 
 
 
 
Course Policies:  
Each student is expected to be responsible for his/her materials and the proper care and 
cleaning of his/her own tools and work space.  
Throwing clay or making drug paraphernalia is grounds for expulsion from the class or 
ASP. 

 
 
Extenuating Circumstances:  If you have extenuating circumstances that 
prevent you from completing projects, quizzes or participating in the class, please 
contact the instructor to make alternative arrangements.  The possibility of 
alternative arrangements is at the discretion of the instructor.  Active 
communication is the key to overcoming any hurdles you may encounter during 
the term.  If you are unable to contact your instructor, contact your academic 
advisor. 
 

 

Muskogee High School Policies 

Extra Credit Policy  
Extra credit is offered at MHS not to exceed 100 points average, Extra Credit points in 
excess of 100.00 may be banked for use later in the semester. 
 

 Attendance/Tardiness  
District attendance and tardiness policy:  Ten absences equal failing.  Three tardies equal 
an absence.   

Late Work Policy  
Late work will be accepted at the discretion of the instructor.   

Mastery Learning/Tutoring 
A New Bell Schedule was implemented in 2008-2009 to provide time for mastery 
learning and for tutoring.  I offer open studio any morning that I do not have PLC or duty. 
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