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World Geography 
Muskogee High School  

  Course Description 
Course # 5530 
A survey course designed to expose students to the basic concepts of the five themes of geography.  Attention will be 
given to skills in the reading of maps, charts, & graphs.  Students will learn the physical characteristics of the land, the 
relationship & the responsibility that all human life has to the earth.  This course is required for all sophomores. 
Prerequisite 
None 

Course or PASS Objectives 
WORLD GEOGRAPHY PASS Objectives 

High School 
Geography is the study of spatial patterns of the human and physical dimensions of the world. Students will explore, 
describe, analyze, and seek to understand the spatial arrangement of objects and people on earth's surface. Students 
will use the skills and tools of geography to examine the world and its inhabitants from a spatial perspective, solve 
problems of geographic dimensions and make informed decisions based upon solid research.  
Standard 1: The student will use maps and other geographic representations, tools and technologies to acquire, 
process, and report information from a spatial perspective.  

1. Apply geographic representations and technologies to depict, analyze, explain and solve geographic problems.  
2. Demonstrate the use of mental maps to organize information about people, places, and environments in a 
spatial context.  
3. Analyze the spatial organization of people, places, and environments on earth's surface.  
4. Design appropriate forms of maps incorporating elements of geographic information such as: 
relative/absolute location, direction, size, shape, elevation, and scale.  
5. Recognize the different map projections and explain the concept of distortion.  

Standard 2: The student will use the concepts of places and regions as the basic units of geographic inquiry.  
1. Identify the human and physical characteristics of particular places and regions.  
2. Conduct regional analysis of geographic issues and questions.  
3. Explain how culture and experience influence people's perceptions of places and regions and how these 
perceptions change over time.  

Standard 3: The student will examine earth's physical processes (e.g., climate and landforms) and organize them into 
ecosystems.  

1. Identify and describe the components of the earth's physical system (e.g., atmosphere, lithosphere, 
biosphere, and hydrosphere).  
2. Explain how earth's physical systems and processes shape the patterns found on earth's surface.  
3. Describe the characteristics and spatial distribution of ecosystems on earth's surface.  
NOTE: Asterisks (*) have been used to identify standards and objectives that must be assessed by the local 
school district. All other skills may be assessed by the Oklahoma School Testing Program (OSTP).  
Book icons () identify Information Literacy skills. Students are best served when these are taught in collaboration 
and cooperation between the classroom teacher and the library media specialist.  
4. Analyze patterns of natural phenomena such as earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, tornadoes, and hurricanes.  

Standard 4: The student will examine human cultures, populations and activities such as settlement, migration, 
commerce, conflict, and cooperation.  

1. Identify and describe the characteristics, distribution, and impact of migration of human populations on 
earth's surface and cultures.  
2. Interpret the patterns and networks of economic interdependence on earth's surface.  
3. Explain how the processes, patterns, and functions of human settlement have changed over time.  
4. Explain how the forces of cooperation and conflict among people influence the division and control of earth's 
surface.  
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Standard 5: The student will evaluate the interactions between humans and their environment.  
1. Explain how human actions modify the physical environment.  
2. Describe how physical systems affect human systems such as the impact of major natural hazards/disasters 
on humans.  
3. Explain the changes that occur in the meaning, use, distribution, and importance of resources.  
4. Observe and predict the possible economic effects and environmental changes resulting from natural 
phenomena (e.g., tornadoes, hurricanes, droughts, insect infestations, earthquakes, El Nino, and volcanoes).  

Standard 6: The student will analyze problems and issues from a geographic perspective using the tools and skills of 
geography.  

1. Explain the fundamental role that geographical context has played in affecting events in history.  
2. Apply geography to examine contemporary issues in the context of spatial and environmental perspectives.  
3. Use geographic knowledge, skills, and perspectives to analyze problems and make decisions. 

MHS Grading Scale 
Total Points Letter Grade Percentage Grade Point 

930-1000 A 93-100% 4.0 
900-929 A- 90-92% 3.7 
870-899 B+ 87-89% 3.3 
830-869 B 83-86% 3.0 
800-829 B- 80-82% 2.7 
770-799 C+ 77-79% 2.3 
730-769 C 73-76% 2.0 
700-729 C- 70-72% 1.7 
670-699 D+ 67-69% 1.3 
600-669 D 60-66% 1.0 
000-599 F 0-59% 0.0 

Reading Material and Supplies 
Textbook 
World Geography Today     Author: Prof. Robert J. Stager 

Publisher: Holt, Rinehart, & Winston   Prof. David M. Helgren 
All students will have access to a textbook.  There will be a classroom set that DOES NOT leave the room (as long as 
supplies last).  If a student would like to take a book home it must be checked out through the library. 
Internet     School Supplies 
Web page:     Pencils, Pens, Colored Pencils/Markers 
 www.Go.hrw.com    

http://www.go.hrw.com/
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UNIT I: The Geographer’s World  
Discussion, Notes, Worksheets, Review,  Quizzes, Test 

              Ch. 1 Studying Geography 
Ch .2 Earth in Space 
Ch. 3 Weather & Climate 
Ch. 4 Landforms, Water, & Natural Resources 
Ch. 5 Human Geography 
Ch. 6 Human System 

UNIT II:   The United States &     Canada  
 Discussion, Notes, Worksheets, Maps,    Review, Quizzes, Test 

Ch. 7 Natural Environments of North    America 
Ch. 8 The United States 
Ch. 9 Canada 

UNIT III:   Middle & South America  
Discussion, Notes, Worksheets, Maps,  Review, Quizzes, Test 

              Ch. 10 Mexico 
Ch. 11 Central America & the Caribbean 
Ch. 12 South America 

UNIT IV:   Europe  
 Discussion, Notes, Worksheets, Maps,    Review, Quizzes, Test 

Ch. 13  Natural Environment of Europe 
Ch. 14 Northern & Western Europe 
Ch. 15 Central Europe 
Ch. 16 Southern Europe & the Balkans            

UNIT V:   Russia & Northern Eurasia 
 Discussion, Notes, Worksheets, Maps,    Review, Quizzes, Test 

Ch. 17 Russia, Ukraine, & Belarus 
Ch. 18 Central Asia 
 

Muskogee High School Policies 
The instructor’s grading criteria, the way items are graded, & timetable (This is variable depending on the instructor):   
Student grades will be based on their performance in a variety of assignments: 
 Maps    Vocabulary Puzzles  Desk Atlas Worksheets 
 Chapter/Unit Quizzes  Chapter/Unit Tests  Guided Reading Worksheets  
1) Grades will be based on a point system. 
2) Any assignment turned in late can only receive partial credit. 
3) Quizzes will be given during the week and sometimes they will be unannounced. 
4) Illegible work & work turned in without out a name will not be accepted. 
Course Policies:  
1) Be prepared and on time to class. 
 Come to class with writing apparatus, paper, assignments, & textbook. (Pens- black ink only) 
2) Class conduct 
 a) Act & speak courteously toward others; disruptive behavior will not be tolerated. 
 b) Please take care of the classroom & everything in it; no food or drinks in the classroom. 
 c) Please do not sharpen pencils or throw away paper while the instructor is speaking. 
 d) Do not talk while the instructor Is speaking or if you do not have permission. 
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 e) Do not prepare to leave until the instructor says, “Class dismissed.” 
3) Participate in all class activities 
 a) Do your OWN work. Copied work will result in a zero no questions asked. 
 b) Remain in your seat while I am speaking and during tests. 
 c) Pay attention and take notes during lectures & lessons.  If I write, say, or put something on the   
  dry erase board, projector, or overhead you need to write it down. 
4) NO cell phones, pagers, beepers, I-pods, CD players, or Walkman’s in class.  Refer to school policy. 
5)  If the student has extenuating circumstances that prevent them from completing assignments in class, please 

contact the instructor.  The possibility of an alternative arrangement is at the discretion of the instructor.  
Communication is the key to overcoming hurdles that a person may encounter during the term.  If the student is 
unable to contact their instructor, they must contact their academic advisor. 

Muskogee High School Policies 

Extra Credit Policy  
Extra credit is offered at MHS not to exceed 100 points. 
The student will need to complete regular class assignments before extra credit work will be considered. 
This will be offered at the instructor’s discretion. 

 Attendance/Tardiness  
1) Be prepared and on time to class. 
 a) Be in your seat when the bell rings. 

b) Attend to personal needs and errands before coming to class.  Do not ask for permission to leave or be 
late to class unless you have a REAL emergency. 

 c) 3 Tardies are equal to one absence.  Students are only allowed 9 absences per semester.   
 Refer to tardy policy for more. 
2) For more information on this issue please refer to the school handbook. 

Late Work Policy  
1) Please make every effort to avoid unnecessary absences. 
2) All assignments and tests missed during an absence will be placed in the make-up work folder for each  
 class. 
3) On each assignment/test will be your name and the date it was done or assigned class. 
4) All regular assignments (not tests) should be taken out of the folder, completed, & returned to the  
 instructor within the allotted time. (Refer to attendance policy) 
5) Ask questions about the assignment, only after you have read over it. 
6) If the make-up work is not picked up from the folder or a test is not taken, the student(s) may receive a zero.  No 
 partial credit may be given. 
8) If any notes were missed during an absence, it is the student’s responsibility job to get the notes from  
 someone. 
10) Keep track of all assignments given out;   if the student(s) looses their assignment, it is the student’s 
 responsibility it inform the instructor. 

Mastery Learning/Tutoring 
A New Bell Schedule was implemented in 2008-2009 to provide time for mastery learning and for tutoring. 
The instructor is available any morning by appointment. 
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