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Forensic Science--Course # 5334 
Muskogee High School  

  Course Description 
Students will learn the methodology needed to evaluate different types of forensic 

situations that include detailed study of different areas of forensic science and lab 

techniques.  Major emphasis on proper lab mechanics needed to evaluate evidence, and 

how to compare between a known and unknown.  

High School CHEMISTRY PASS Objectives 

By the end of this course, you should be able to:  
      Process Standard 1: Observe and Measure - Observing is the first action taken by the learner to 

acquire new information about an object or event. Opportunities for observation are developed 

through the use of a variety of scientific tools. Measurement allows observations to be quantified. The 

student will accomplish these objectives to meet this process standard.  
1. Identify qualitative changes in reactions and quantitative changes in chemical reactions given conditions 

(e.g., temperature, mass, volume, time, position, length) before, during, and after an event.  

2. Use appropriate tools (e.g., metric ruler, graduated cylinder, thermometer, balances, spring scales, 

stopwatches) when measuring objects and/or events.  

3. Use appropriate System International (SI) units (i.e., grams, meters, liters, degrees Celsius, and seconds); 

and SI prefixes (i.e., micro-, milli-, centi-, and kilo-) when measuring mass volume and 

temperature.  

Process Standard 2: Classify - Classifying establishes order. Objects and events are classified based 

on similarities, differences, and interrelationships. The student will accomplish these 

objectives to meet this process standard.  
1. Using observable properties, place an object or event (i.e., chemical versus physical, electrons into 

charge, electron levels, and reaction types) into a classification system.  

2. Identify properties by which a classification system is based.  

Process Standard 3: Experiment - Experimenting is a method of discovering information. It requires 

making observations and measurements to test ideas. The student will accomplish these 

objectives to meet this process standard.  
1. Evaluate the design of a chemistry laboratory investigation.  

2. Identify the independent variables, dependent variables, and controls in an experiment.  

3. Use mathematics to show relationships within a given set of observations (i.e., conservation of mass and 

stoichiometry).  

4. Identify a hypothesis for a given problem in chemistry investigations.  

5. Recognize potential hazards and practice safety procedures in all chemistry laboratory activities.  

Process Standard 4: Interpret and Communicate - Interpreting is the process of recognizing patterns 

in collected data by making inferences, predictions, or conclusions. Communicating is 

the process of describing, recording, and reporting experimental procedures and results 

to others. Communication may be oral, written, or mathematical and includes 

organizing ideas, using appropriate vocabulary, graphs, other visual representations, 

and mathematical equations. The student will accomplish these objectives to meet this 

process standard.  
1. Select appropriate predictions based on previously observed patterns of evidence. 

*2. Report data in an appropriate manner. 

3. Interpret data tables, line, bar, trend, and/or circle graphs. 

4. Accept or reject hypotheses when given results of a chemistry investigation. 

5. Evaluate experimental data to draw the most logical conclusion. 

*6. Prepare a written report describing the sequence, results, and interpretation of a chemistry investigation 

or event. 

*7. Communicate or defend scientific thinking that resulted in conclusions. 
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8. Identify and/or create an appropriate graph or chart from collected data, tables, or written description. 



Process Standard 5: Model - Modeling is the active process of forming a mental or physical 

representation from data, patterns, or relationships to facilitate understanding and 

enhance prediction. The student will accomplish these objectives to meet this process 

standard.  
1. Interpret an atomic model which explains a given set of observations.  

2. Select predictions based on models such as electron configuration, bonding, and compound formation.  

*3. Compare a given model to the physical world.  

Process Standard 6: Inquiry - Inquiry can be defined as the skills necessary to carry out the process 

of scientific or systemic thinking. In order for inquiry to occur, students must have the 

opportunity to ask a question, formulate a procedure, and observe phenomena. The 

student will accomplish these objectives to meet this process standard.  
*1. Formulate a testable hypothesis and design an appropriate experiment to identify an unknown 

substance.  

*2. Design and conduct scientific investigations in which variables are identified and controlled.  

*3. Use a variety of technologies, such as hand tools, balances, conductivity apparatus, thermometers, 

graduated cylinders, volumetric flasks, and computers to collect, analyze, and display data.  

*4. Inquiries should lead to the formulation of explanations or models (physical, conceptual, and 

mathematical). In answering questions, students should engage in discussions (based on 

scientific knowledge, the use of logic, and evidence from the investigation) and arguments 

that encourage the revision of their explanations, leading to further inquiry.  

Standard 1: Structure and Properties of Matter - All matter is made up of atoms. Its structure is 

made up of repeating patterns and has characteristic properties. The student will 

engage in investigations that integrate the process and inquiry standards and lead 

to the discovery of the following objectives:  
1. Matter is made of atoms and atoms are composed of even smaller components (i.e., protons, neutrons 

and electrons).  

2. Atoms interact with one another by transferring or sharing outer electrons that are farthest from the 

nucleus. These outer electrons govern the chemical properties of the element.  

3. An element is composed of a single type of atom. When elements are listed in order according to the 

number of protons, repeating patterns of physical and chemical properties identify families of 

elements with similar properties.  

4. A compound is formed when two or more kinds of atoms bind together chemically. Each compound has 

unique chemical and physical properties.  

5. Solids, liquids, and gases differ in the energy that binds them together.  

Standard 2: Chemical Reactions - A chemical reaction is a reaction in which one or more substances 

are converted into different substances. A chemical change cannot be reversed by 

physical means. The student will engage in investigations that integrate the process 

and inquiry standards and lead to the discovery of the following objectives:  
1. A large number of important reactions involve the transfer of either electrons (oxidation/reduction) or 

hydrogen ions (acid/base reactions).  

2. The rate of chemical reactions is affected by the concentration and temperature of the reacting materials. 

Catalysts accelerate chemical reactions.  

3. Chemical substances react in definite molar weight proportions.  

4. Mass is conserved in chemical reactions (balancing of equations). 

OK State HIV/AIDS Standards/Objectives 

By the end of this course, the student should be knowledgeable in:  
1. Investigate and examine current information about HIV/AIDS in order to differentiate related facts,  

    opinions, and myths.  

2. Examine and identify the importance of sexual abstinence in adolescent relationships.  

3. Demonstrate refusal skills (saying "no"), negotiation skills and peer resistance skills related to sexual  

    health.  

4. Analyze the transmission and methods of prevention for sexually transmitted disease (STD) and Human  
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    Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV).  

5. Identify risk behaviors and situations involving possible exposure to HIV.  

6. Examine the relationships between injecting drug use (IDU) and contact with contaminated blood  

     products and the transmission of HIV.  

7. Analyze the efficiency of artificial means of birth control in preventing the spread of HIV and other  

    sexually transmitted diseases. 

 

Grading Scale 
Grades will be configured by the Power School system. 

Semester grades are calculated as: 80% of a student’s grade being tests, quizzes, various 

daily and homework assignments, labs and projects, 20% of a student’s grade is the 

semester exam.  

 

Letter Grade Percentage Grade Point 
A 93-100% 4.0 
A- 90-92% 3.7 
B+ 87-89% 3.3 
B 83-86% 3.0 
B- 80-82% 2.7 
C+ 77-79% 2.3 
C 73-76% 2.0 
C- 70-72% 1.7 
D+ 67-69% 1.3 
D 64-66% 1.0 
D- 60-63% 0.7 
F 0-59% 0.0 

Reading Material and Supplies 
Textbook -  Forensic Science An Introduction, © 2008, Pearson 

 

Supplies: Notebook, Paper, Pencil, Flash Drive and Scientific Calculator 

Course Outline 
 

Chapter, Title, and Notes  

about sections to cover 

Physical 

Science  

PASS  

CONTENT 

OBJ.  

Estimated 

time 

 to cover 

material 

LAB/ACTIVITY/PROJECT 

SEMESTER 1 
 

 Lab Safety and Concepts 
CHAPTER 1 

 Define forensic science or criminalistics. 

 Recall the major contributors to the development of forensic science. 

 Give examples of typical crime laboratories as they exist on the national, 
state, and local levels of government in the United States. 

 Describe the services of a typical comprehensive crime laboratory in the 
criminal justice system. 

 Explain the different approaches espoused by the Frye and Daubert decisions 

All Process 

Skills 

2 -3 weeks 

Aug.- 

Early 

Sept.  

Locard’s Exchange Principle 

in Action Lab 
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to the admissibility of scientific evidence in the courtroom. 

 Explain the role and responsibilities of the expert witness. 

 Introduce the student to other areas of forensic science that require expertise 
in a specialized area. 

 

 CHAPTER 2 

 Define physical evidence. 

 Discuss the responsibilities of the first police officer who arrives at a crime 
scene. 

 Explain the steps to be taken for thoroughly recording the crime scene. 

 Describe proper procedures for conducting a systematic search of crime 
scenes for physical evidence. 

 Describe proper techniques for packaging common types of physical 
evidence.  

 Review the proper collection and packaging of common types of physical 
evidence as described in Appendix I of Forensic Science: An Introduction. 

 Define chain of custody. 

 Discuss the role of forensic pathologists, entmologists, and antropologists at 

homicide crime scenes.. 
  

C. 1.1,1.3, 1.4 

P: 1.2, 2.1, 

2.2,3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 

3.4, 3.5,4.1, 4.2,  

4.3, 4.4, 4.5, 4.6, 

4.7, 4.8, 6.1, 6.2, 

6.3, 6.4 

2-3 weeks 

Early 

Sept. – 

Late Sept.  

Crime Scenen Investigation:  

A Case of Deductive 

Reasoning  

 CHAPTER 3 

 PHYSICAL EVIDENCE 

  List the common types of physical evidence encountered at crime scenes. 

 Explain the difference between the identification and comparison of physical 
evidence. 

 Define individual and class characteristics. Give examples of physical 
evidence possessing these characteristics. 

 Discuss the value of class evidence to a criminal investigation. 

 List the number and types of computerized databases relating to physical 
evidence that are currently in existence. 

 Explain the purpose physical evidence plays in reconstructing the events 
surrounding the commission of a crime. 

  

C. 1.1, 2.2,  

P: 1.2, 3.1, 3.2, 

3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 4.1, 

4.2, 4.4, 4.5, 4.6, 

4.7, 5.1, 5.2, 5.3, 

6.1, 6.2, 6.3, 6.4 

2 weeks 

Late 

Sept.-

Early Oct.  

Forensic Anthropology 

 CHAPTER 4 

 PROPERTIES OF MATTER  
AND THE ANALYSIS OF GLASS 

 Define physical and chemical properties. 

 List and define the metric system’s basic units and prefixes. 

 Compare metric and English units: length, volume, and mass. 

 Convert from one system of measurement to the other. 

 Define elements and compounds and give examples of each. 

 State the differences between a solid, liquid, and gas. 

 Define phase. 

 State the differences between the wave and particle theories of light. 

 Describe the dispersion of light through a prism. 

 Describe the electromagnetic spectrum. 

 Explain the relationship between color and the selective absorption of light by 
molecules. 

 Distinguish between the Celsius and Fahrenheit temperature scales. 

 Distinguish mass from weight. 

 Define density. 

 Determine the density of irregular-shaped objects. 

 Define refractive index. 

 Distinguish crystalline from amorphous solids. 

 Define double refraction and birefringence. 

 Describe the flotation and immersion methods for comparing glass specimens. 

 State how to examine glass fractures to determine the direction of impact for a 
projectile. 

 

C1.1,1.2,1.3, 

P:1.1,1.2,2.1.2.2. 

3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 

3.5, 4.1, 4.2, 

4.3,4.4, 4.5, 4.6, 

4.7, 5.1, 5.2, 5.3, 

6.1, 6.2, 6.3, 6.4 

2 weeks 

Mid Oct.- 

Late Oct 

Forensic Glass Analysis 

 CHAPTER 5 

 DRUGS 

 Define psychological and physical dependence. 

 Name and classify the commonly abused drugs. 

 Describe the tendency to develop psychological and physical 
dependency for the more commonly abused drugs. 

C. 1.1,1.2,1.3 

P:1.1, 1.2, 2.1, 

2.2, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 

3.4, 3.5, 4.2, 4.4, 

4.5, 4.6, 4.7, 5.1, 

2 weeks  

Late Oct.- 

Early 

Nov. 

Paper Chromatography of Ink 

Thin-Layer Chromatography 

of Ink Thin-Layer 

Chromatography of Liquid 

Lip Color 
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 Describe the schedules of the Controlled Substances Act. 

 Describe the laboratory tests that forensic chemists normally rely upon to 
comprise a routine drug identification scheme. 

 Explain how a liquid reaches equilibrium with its gaseous phase as defined by 

Henry’s Law. 

 Describe the process of chromatography. 

 Describe the parts of a gas chromatograph. 

 Define retention time. 

 Explain the difference between thin-layer and gas chromatography. 

 Define Rf value. 

 Define Beer’s Law. 

 Name the parts of a simple absorption spectrophotometer. 

 Describe the utility of an ultraviolet and infrared absorption spectrum for the 
identification of organic compounds. 

 Describe the concept of mass spectrometry. 

 Describe the significance of a mass spectrum. 

 Discuss the proper collection and preservation of drug evidence. 

 

5.2, 5.3, 6.1, 6.2, 

6.3, 6.4 

 Chapter 6 

 Forensic Toxicology 

 Explain how alcohol is absorbed into the bloodstream, transported 
throughout the body, and finally eliminated by oxidation and excretion. 

 Name the important parts of the human circulatory system. 

 Describe the process by which alcohol is excreted in the breath via the 
alveoli. 

 Describe the design of the Breathalyzer. 

 Explain the significance of a chemical equation. 

 Explain the concept of infrared and fuel-cell breath-testing devices. 

 Demonstrate some common field sobriety tests. 

 List common laboratory procedures for measuring alcohol’s 
concentration in the blood. 

 Describe the precautions to be taken to properly preserve blood for 
analysis for its alcohol content. 

 What is the presumptive impairment level for blood alcohol in your state? 

 Explain the significance of the implied consent law and the Schmerber v. 
California case to traffic enforcement. 

 Define acid and base. 

 Develop an appreciation for the role of the toxicologist in the criminal 
justice system. 

 Describe some of the techniques that forensic toxicologists use for 
isolating and identifying drugs and poisons. 

 Discuss the significance of finding a drug in human tissues and organs. 

  

C. 1.3, 3.2 

P: 1.1, 1.2, 3.1, 

3.2, 3.4, 3.5, 4.2, 

4.4, 4.5, 4.6, 4.7, 

5.1, 5.2, 5.3, 6.1, 

6.2, 6.3, 6.4 

2 weeks  

Early 

Nov.- Late 

Nov. 

Research Project: 

Oklahoma’s impairment 

levels 

  CHAPTER 7  THE MICROSCOPE 

 List the parts of the compound microscope. 

 Define magnification, field of view, working distance, and depth of focus. 

 Describe the comparison microscope. 

 List the advantages of the stereoscopic microscope. 

 Define plane-polarized light. 

 Describe how a polarizing microscope is designed to detect polarized light. 

 Explain the advantages of linking a microscope to a spectrophotometer from 
the forensic scientist’s point of view. 

 Give examples of how a microspectrophotometer can be utilized to examine 
trace physical evidence. 

 Compare the mechanism for image formation of a light microscope to that of 
the scanning electron microscope. 

 List the advantages and some forensic applications of the scanning electron 
microscope. 

 

C. 1.1, 

1.2,1.3,2.1,2.2, 

 

P: 1.1, 1.2, 3.1, 

3.2, 3.4, 3.5, 4.2, 

4.4, 4.5, 4.6, 4.7, 

5.1, 5.2, 5.3, 6.1, 

6.2, 6.3, 6.4 

2 weeks 

Early 

Dec.- Mid 

Dec. 

The Microscoope Lab 

SEMESTER 2 
 

 CHAPTER 8 

 FORENSIC SEROLOGY 

 List the A-B-O antigens and antibodies found in the blood for each of the four 

C: 1.1, 1.3  

P: 1.2, 2.1, 

3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 

3 weeks  

Early 

Jan.- 

Blood Spatter Evidence Lab  

Bloodstain Analysis Lab 
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blood types: A, B, AB, and O. 

 Explain why agglutination occurs. 

 Explain how whole blood is typed. 

 Describe tests used to characterize a stain as blood. 

 Explain the significance of the precipitin test to forensic serology. 

 Explain the differences between monoclonal and polyclonal antibodies. 

 Define chromosome and gene. 

 How is the Punnet square used to determine the genotypes and phenotypes of 
offspring? 

 List the laboratory tests necessary to characterize seminal stains. 

 Explain how suspect stains are to be properly preserved for laboratory 
examination. 

 

3.4, 3.5, 4.2, 

4.4, 4.5, 4.6, 

4.7, 5.1, 5.2, 

5.3, 6.1, 6.2, 

6.3, 6.4 

Late 

Jan. 

 CHAPTER 9 

 DNA: THE INDISPENSABLE FORENSIC SCIENCE TOOL 

 Learn the parts of a nucleotide and know how they are linked together to make 
DNA. 

 Understand how DNA strands coil into a double helix. 

 Describe the concept of base pairing as it relates to the double helix structure 
of DNA. 

 Explain how the sequence of bases along a DNA strand ultimately determines 
the structure of proteins that are synthesized within the body. 

 Describe how a double-strand DNA replicates itself. What are the implications 
of this process for forensic science? 

 Understand how DNA can be cut and spliced into a foreign DNA strand. 

 Describe some commercial applications of this recombinant DNA technology. 

 Explain the difference between DNA strands which code for the production of 
proteins and those strands which contain repeating sequences of bases. 

 Explain what is meant by a restriction fragment length polymorphism (RFLP). 

 Describe the process of typing DNA by the RFLP technique and explain how 
DNA band patterns are interpreted. 

 Explain the technology of polymerase chain reaction (PCR) and how it is 
applied to forensic science. 

 Explain the latest DNA typing technique, Short Tandem Repeat (STR) analysis. 

 Explain the difference between a traditional STR analysis and a Y-chromosome 
STR determination. 

 Explain the difference between nuclear DNA and mitochondrial DNA. 

 Discuss the application of a DNA computerized database to criminal 
investigation. 

 List the necessary procedures to be taken for the proper preservation of 
bloodstained evidence for laboratory DNA analysis. 

 

C. 1.2, 

1.3,1.4  

P.1.1, 1.2, 

2.1,2.2, 3.1, 

3.2, 3.3, 3.4,  

3.5, 4.2, 4.4, 

4.5, 4.6, 4.7, 

5.1, 5.2, 5.3, 

6.1, 6.2, 6.3, 

6.4  

3 weeks  

Late 

Jan.- 

Early 

Feb. 

Building a DNA model Lab 

 

Chapter 10TRACE EVIDENCE I: HAIRS AND FIBERS 

 Describe the cuticle, cortex, and medulla of hair. 

 Describe the three phases of hair growth. 

 Explain the distinction between animal and human hairs. 

 List hair features that are useful for the microscopic comparison of human hairs. 

 Explain the proper collection of hair evidence. 

 Describe the role of DNA typing in hair comparisons. 

 Classify fibers. 

 Describe the structure of a polymer. 

 List the properties of fibers that are most useful for forensic comparisons. 

 Describe the proper collection of fiber evidence. 

 

C. 1.1,2.1 

P. 1.1, 1.2 

2.1, 2.2, 3.1, 

3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 

3.5, 4.2, 4.4, 

4.5, 4.6, 4.7, 

5.1, 5.3, 6.1, 

6.2, 6.3, 6.4 

2 weeks 

Early 

Feb.- 

Late 

Feb. 

Forensic hair Analysis 

Chapter 11 TRACE EVIDENCE II: METALS, PAINT, AND SOIL 

 Describe the usefulness of trace elements for the forensic comparison of various 
types of physical evidence. 

 Distinguish between a continuous and line emission spectrum. 

 Describe the parts of a simple emission spectrograph.  

 Define protons, neutrons, and electrons, including their mass and charge 
relationships. 

 Define atomic number and atomic mass number. 

 Describe the orbital energy levels that are occupied by electrons. 

 State what happens when an atom absorbs a definite amount of energy. 

 Explain the phenomenon of an atom releasing energy in the form of light. 

 Define an isotope. 

C.1.2, 2.1, 

2.3,2.4 

P. 1.1, 1.2, 

2.1, 2.2, 3.1, 

3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 

3.5, 4.1, 4.2, 

4.4, 4.5, 4.6, 

4.7, 6.1, 6.2, 

6.3, 6.4 

2 weeks 

Early 

March – 

Mid 

March 

Paint Sample Lab 
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 Define radioactivity. 

 Explain how elements can be made radioactive. 

 Describe the components of paint. 

 Classify automobile paints. 

 List those examinations most useful for performing a forensic comparison of paint. 

 Describe the proper collection and preservation of paint evidence. 

 List the important forensic properties of soil. 

 Describe the density-gradient tube technique. 

 Describe the proper collection of soil evidence. 

 

CHAPTER 12 
FORENSIC ASPECTS OF FIRE INVESTIGATION 

 Define oxidation. 

 Define energy and give examples of its different forms. 

 Describe the role of heat energy in chemical reactions. 

 Define heat of combustion and ignition temperature. 

 Describe the difference between an exothermic and endothermic chemical 
reaction. 

 Explain why the oxidation of iron to rust is not accompanied by a flaming fire. 

 List the requirements necessary to initiate and sustain combustion. 

 Understand the three mechanisms of heat transfer  

 Describe how physical evidence must be collected at the scene of a 
suspected arson. 

 Describe laboratory procedures used for the detection and identification of 
hydrocarbon residues. 

 

C. 1.1, 2.1 

2.2 2.3 2.4 

P. 1.1, 1.2, 

2.1, 2.2, 3.1, 

3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 

3.5, 4.2, 4.4, 

4.5, 4.6, 4.7, 

6.1, 6.2, 6.3 

2 week 

Late 

March- 

Early 

April 

Arson Investigation and 

physical evidence activity 

CHAPTER 13 
FORENSIC INVESTIGATION OF EXPLOSIONS 

 Explain how explosives are classified. 

 Explain the differences between an initiating and non-
initiating explosive. 

 List some common commercial, homemade, and military 
explosives. 

 Describe how physical evidence must be collected at the 
scene of a suspected arson or explosion. 

 List some common laboratory tests employed for the 
detection of explosives. 

 

C 1.5, 

2.1,2.2, 2.3, 

2.4, P. 1.1, 

1.2, 2.1, 2.2, 

3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 

3.4, 3.5, 4.2, 

4.4, 4.5, 4.6, 

4.7, 6.1, 6.2, 

6.3, 6.4 

1 week 

Mid 

April- 

Early 

May 

Crime Scene Investigation:  A 

Case of Deductive Reasoning 

 CHAPTER 14 

 FINGERPRINTS 
 

 Name those individuals who have made significant contributions to the acceptance and 
development of fingerprint technology. 

 Define ridge characteristics. 

 Explain why a fingerprint is a permanent feature of the human anatomy. 

 List the three major fingerprint patterns and their respective subclasses. 

 Classify a set of fingerprints by the primary classification of the Henry system. 

 Describe the concept of an automated fingerprint identification system. 

 Explain what is meant by visible, plastic, and latent fingerprints. 

 List the techniques for developing latent fingerprints on nonporous objects. 

 Describe chemical techniques for developing prints on porous objects. 

 Describe the proper procedures for preserving a developed latent fingerprint. 

 Explain how a latent fingerprint image can be enhanced by digital imaging. 

 

C. 1.2, 1.3, 

2.1, 2.2,  

P: 1.1, 1.2, 

2.1, 2.2, 3.1, 

3.2, 3.4, 3.5, 

4.2, 4.4, 4.5, 

4.6, 4.7, 5.1, 

5.2, 5.3, 6.1, 

6.2, 6.3, 6.4 

1 week 

Mid 

May 

Fingerprinting Lab 

 

 CHAPTER 15 

 FIREARMS, TOOL MARKS, AND OTHER IMPRESSIONS 

 Describe techniques for rifling a barrel. 

 List the class and individual characteristics of bullets and cartridge cases. 

 Explain the utilization of the comparison microscope for the comparison of 
bullets and cartridge cases. 

 Distinguish caliber from gauge. 

 Explain the NIBIN data test system. 

  Tool Mark Analysis Lab  

 



Updated -/2011   p. 8 

 Explain the procedure for determining at what distance from a target a weapon 
was fired. 

 Describe the laboratory tests utilized for determining whether an individual has 
fired a weapon. Emphasize the limitations of the present techniques. 

 Explain why it may be possible to restore an obliterated serial number. 

 List procedures for the proper collection and preservation of firearm evidence. 

 Explain how a suspect tool is compared to a tool mark. 

 Explain the forensic significance of class and individual characteristics to the 
comparison of impressions. 

 List some common field reagents used to enhance bloody footprints. 

 

District/State Mandated AIDS EDUCATION  2-3 days 

Mid 

May  

 

 

Grading Criteria  
 

Instructor’s Grading Criteria/Timetable:   

 

 Students are expected to turn work in on time.  All course work will be graded within 

a reasonable time-frame.   

 Each student will receive at least 2 grades per week.   

 Student grades will be determined by a variety of teaching/learning methods: daily 

assignments, homework, quizzes, activities, labs, projects, and tests.  

o Assignments are assigned different point values as determined by the teacher. 

 A test will be given at the completion of each chapter and/or unit.  Tests will be 

assigned different values and can range anywhere between 100-300 points, depending 

on the depth and length of the material covered, and teacher expectations.  

 Labs and Activities will have various conclusion methods: formal lab papers and 

reports, construction-paper reports and/or flip-chart reports (adapted from the 

Oklahoma Writing Project). Hands on activities. Reports/Projects will be either 

individual or group assignments.  The teacher will determine when final lab 

reports/projects are due: adequate completion time will be given. 

 Make-up Labs will need to be completed during Mastery Learning Time within 2 

weeks of the missed lab, before or after school, as designated by the teacher. 

 A Science Fair project is not required in this class, but will be encouraged. 

Semester grades are calculated as: 80% of a student’s grade being tests, quizzes, various 

daily and homework assignments, labs and projects, 20% of a student’s grade is the 

semester exam.  

 Semester test exemption(s) will be determined by MHS School Policy  

Muskogee High School Policies 

Extra Credit Policy -- 

Extra credit will be offered at the teacher discretion. 

Attendance/Tardiness  

The school’s attendance and tardy policy will be followed: 
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 10 absences = course failure  (unless extreme circumstances occur and 

attendance is corrected through an attendance contract) 

Late Work Policy    

Late or makeup work is not to be completed during class time. Please pick up and 

complete any assignments during Mastery-Learning time. All work must be completed 

within 2 weeks of the absence.  

 

Mastery Learning/Tutoring 
A New Bell Schedule was implemented in 2008-2009 to provide time for mastery 

learning and for tutoring.   

 

MHS Science Tutoring Schedule: First and Third Friday of each month (7:50-

8:10am) 

 

 


