
 

 

English IV 
Muskogee High School 

  Course Description 

This basic senior English course will emphasize mastering communication skills to help the student meet 
speaking and writing demands.  Usage, logic, development and organization of ideas, and mechanics will be 
stressed in the structured writing assignments including description, narration, exposition, and persuasion.  
The process of editing and revising will also be stressed. In addition, each student will study one novel per 
semester.  Equal emphasis will be placed on the units of literature, which will include Anglo-Saxon, Medieval, 
Renaissance, Romanticism, and Modern.  Library research techniques will be used and each graduating senior 
will produce a multi-genre project paper. 
 

Course or PASS Objectives 
By the end of this course, the student should be able to:  

A.  Apply a wide range of strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate, appreciate, and respond to a 
wide variety of texts in reading and literature. 

B. Express ideas effectively in written modes for a variety of purposes and audiences.  
C. Demonstrate thinking skills in listening and speaking.  Formulate thoughtful judgments about oral 

communication. 
D. Interpret, evaluate, and compose visual messages. 

 

Assessment - Instructor’s Grading Criteria/Timetable   

 
Students will engage in class work, homework, projects, writings, quizzes (formative tests), and tests (mastery 
tests). 
Class work involves participation in the following:   beginning of the hour activity (writing, discussion and 
sharing), note-taking and completion of daily writer’s notebook entries, daily reading and writing activities, 
and daily communication practice activities. 
Homework includes reading, writing, and skill practice activities totaling approximately two hours per week.  
Homework time is non-negotiable, but it is flexible.  Students are expected to become more responsible for 
their time, working in reading and writing time around their schedules.  Due dates are set with respect to this 
student responsibility for scheduling homework. 
Projects encompass group work, posters, compilations, and the research component. 
Writings are graded during the writing process.  Students earn points for completion of drafts, revisions, and 
published documents. 
Quizzes are my way of checking if the student is learning.  I use these to see what needs to be taught in a 
different way. 
Tests are given once I feel that at least 80% of the students are ready to show that they have mastered the 
material.   
To achieve an equitable balance for the student, grades are weighted based on the following percentages: 
 
Class work – 15%, Homework – 10%, Projects – 20%, Quizzes – 5%, Tests – 10%, Writings – 20%, and the Final 
Exam - 20%. 
 



 

Grades are issued according to the MHS grading scale below.  They may be viewed online in the grade book 
system; however, I will send home a current progress report every three weeks.  I will grade all work in a 
timely manner.  It is important that we stay in touch regarding your child’s education.  You may contact me via 
notes, phone calls to the high school (684-3750), or e-mail.  When my web page is operational I will send a 
note home.  Students will receive a weekly syllabus outlining our activities and assignments for the week.  If 
students miss school they can refer to this handout to help them keep up. 
 

MHS Grading Scale 
Letter Grade Percentage Grade Point 

A 93-100% 4.0 
A- 90-92% 3.7 
B+ 87-89% 3.3 
B 83-86% 3.0 
B- 80-82% 2.7 
C+ 77-79% 2.3 
C 73-76% 2.0 
C- 70-72% 1.7 
D+ 67-69% 1.3 
D 60-66% 1.0 
F 0-59% 0.0 

Reading Material and Supplies 

McDougal Littell- British Literature Textbook 

Required reading - The Alchemist, Lord of the Flies and Macbeth 
Other required reading will be individually chosen by the instructor. 
 
Materials   - required on a daily basis: 
*1 composition book (these are black and white, 100 page bound books)  You will keep this in class. 
*1 2” binder/notebook solely for English (no other subjects).  It would be best if your notebook has pockets for 
handouts.  Many times dividers will have the necessary pockets. 
*1 set of 5 write-on dividers for the notebook. 
Wide-ruled, loose-leaf notebook paper (NO SPIRAL PAPER) 
Black or blue ink pens 
Flash drive – We will be collecting writing throughout the year which will be compiled the last weeks of school 
into a senior memory book.  A flash will be very helpful; you may share with someone if that works for you. 
Other items you will need, but they do not have to be purchased now: 
1 box of tissue (if you can donate one to the classroom) 
1” binder – this binder will be used for your senior memory book which will be due the first week of May. 
Pocket folder with pockets and 3 brads – This will be used for your research project due at the end of October. 
 
Other items that will be provided in the classroom, but students may provide and use their own: colored 
pencils, markers, glue sticks, and art supplies. 
 
Please bring each day an Open Mind and an Engaged Brain, as well as your completed assignments and 
necessary supplies. 



 

Course Outline 

Below is an outline of the content and activities in each unit of the course.  
 
1st 9-Weeks 

 Set Class Procedures 

 Poem and essay introductions 
Unit 1 – Multi-Genre Research Project (3 to 4 Weeks, including 2 days of presentations) 

 Abstract 

 Application 

 Brochure 

 Essay – autobiographical, memoir, personal, and or prompt driven as related to field of study  

 Resume  

 Visual and Oral Presentation 
 

Unit 2 – Novel with writing response (2 to 3 Weeks) 

 Tuesdays with Morrie 
 
Unit 3 – ACT Prep (1 Week and throughout the year) 

 Review test taking skills 

 Administer sample test 

 Process results 

 ACT College Readiness Standards 

 Review Score Range 28-32 Skills 

 Introducing Score Range 33-36 Skills 
 
2nd 9-Weeks 

Unit 5 – Middle Ages (1.5 Weeks) 

 Beowulf and The Canterbury Tales (excerpts from “The Prologue,” “The Pardoner’s Tale,” & “The 
Wife of Bath’s Tale”) 
 

Unit 6 – English Renaissance (1.5 Weeks) 

 Comparison-Contrast Essay 
 

Unit 7 – Shakespeare and Sonnets (4 Weeks) 

 Macbeth (3 Weeks) 

 Cause-Effect Assignment (on Macbeth) – p. 530 

 Sonnets (1 Week) 
 
3rd 9-Weeks 

Unit 8 – The Restoration (2 Weeks) 
 
Unit 9 – Required Novel (3 to 4 Weeks) 

 The Lord of the Flies  
 
Unit 10 – Persuasive Essay (1.5 Weeks) 
 
Unit 11 – Neoclassical and Romantic Poets (2 Weeks) 



 

 
4th 9-Weeks 

Unit 12 – Modern World Literature 

 Excerpt from 1984 

 Nadine Gordimer  
 
Unit 13 – Required Novel (3 Weeks) 

 The Alchemist  

 Reflective Essay 
 
Unit 14 – Senior Memory Book (work on throughout the year) 

Muskogee High School Policies 

Extra Credit Policy  

Extra credit is offered at MHS not to exceed 100 points average.  Extra Credit points in excess of 100 may be 
banked for use later in the semester. 

Attendance/Tardiness  

See Student Handbook. 

Late Work Policy  

Assignments are due on the date specified by the teacher at the time they are given.  Only assignments that 
are turned in on time will receive full credit.  Some assignments will not be accepted late and the students will 
be apprised of this.  Late work that will be accepted is accepted under the following conditions: 
 

 Late work will receive a deduction of 20% per day starting on the first day it is late.  Late work that 
is received after five days will be given a grade of 1.  This is better than a zero, and the teacher can 
make a determination at the end of the semester based on student effort. The goal is “No Zeroes.” 

 

 The policy regarding absences and make-up work will be followed, but if a make-up work 
assignment is turned in late, then the above conditions will apply. 

 

Mastery Learning/Tutoring and Classroom Learning Environment 

 
A New Bell Schedule was implemented in 2008-2009 to provide time for mastery learning and for tutoring.   
Refer to the tutoring schedule link on the school website.  Other tutoring times may be assigned at teacher 
discretion. 
 
It is important to me that every student has the opportunity for success.  With that in mind, I do not allow 
anyone to disrespect themselves, other students, or me.  I commit to respect every student, treating them 
with courtesy and fairness.  I daily will practice patience and forgiveness, but not forgetfulness -- your students 
can expect to receive disciplinary action for infractions against the environmental expectations of the 
classroom.  I look forward to working with you and your student this year to achieve success.  I commit to 
come to class each day prepared and enthused with a great attitude. 
 



 

In order for the student to receive 10 points of Daily/Homework credit, this part of this paper 
needs to be completed, signed, and returned to Mrs. Sholes on or before Friday, September 2, 
2011.   

 
 

STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING 
 

We have read the syllabus for this class and the Muskogee Public Schools Student Handbook 
for 2011-2012: 
 
 
 Home 
 Work 
 Cell  
Student Name (Print) Signature e-mail Phone Numbers Date 
 
 
 Home 
 Work 
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Father/Guardian Signature  e-mail  Phone Numbers  Date 
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 Work 
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