
September 2014

Inside MPS
It’s always a great day to be a Rougher!

2014 Muskogee Athletics 
Hall of Fame inductees, 

Pages 5 & 6

The Great Gatsby, 
Page 4



Bullying between students is recog-
nized as repeated, negative acts com-
mitted by one or more students against 
another. These negative acts may be 
physical, psychological or verbal. Some 
examples are hitting, kicking, teasing, 
taunting, manipulating friendships, 
threats, theft, sexual and racial harass-
ment, public humiliation, using technol-
ogy and the destruction of the victim’s 
property. Research indicates that there 
are short and long term consequences 

for both the perpetrator and victim. Students who are victims of 
bullying experience more physical and psychological problems than 
do students not experiencing the onslaught of negative behavior. The 
victims of bullying also tend not to grow out of the role of victim. 
The victimized student shows a high incidence of depression, poor 
self-esteem and other mental health problems as they move into their 
adult years. The bully is also at risk for short and long term prob-
lems. Negative outcomes seem to follow the bully into adulthood. 
Some of these outcomes may include a higher dropout rate from 
school, antisocial acts of vandalism, fighting, theft, drunkenness and 
arrest records.

There are some thoughts and beliefs about bullying that need to 
change in order to reduce the frequency of it happening. It is not 
uncommon to hear that bullying is just a “normal” part of childhood. 
It is said that students who bully simply suffer from low self-es-
teem and that victims really ought to figure out how to stand up for 
themselves. Comments are also made that victims bring the bullying 
on themselves.  I think that we all would agree none of these beliefs 
would actually make it okay for someone or a group to make another 
human being miserable.

 As a district it is our expectation that our teachers, support person-
nel and principals in our 
school deal with all report-
ed or observed incidences 
of bullying as they come 
up. Staff have been trained 
to watch for and address 
the early phases that take 
place in the bullying of 
students. Some of the 
early signs are put downs, 
insults, trash talk, threats, 
fighting and harassment of 
all kinds.

It is our goal that MPS 
personnel aggressively stop 
the negative behavior of 
bullying in the school set-
ting before it gets to a point 
that may be very difficult 
to handle.

Three thing parents can 
do:

1) Walk the talk.
Children learn many social cues from adults, parents/caregivers, 

and their peers. By modeling empathy, tolerance and respect in your 
actions and communication, you impart these values, and influence 
the attitudes and behaviors of your children.

2) Talk with your children.
Often, if children are involved in bullying as either targets or ag-

gressors, they are reluctant to talk about it. Ask your children about 
their social experience at school, especially if they seem withdrawn 
or are exhibiting unusual changes in their mood or behavior.

3) Monitor your child online.
Cyberbullying is the fastest growing type of peer-on-peer mistreat-

ment today. It is important for parents to be able to monitor their 
children’s use of Facebook, Twitter, and other social media sites, 
both at home and on mobile devices. 

The Muskogee Public School board has also taken a very proactive 
approach in supporting the school personnel to stem the inappropri-
ate behavior of bullying. The Board has an extensive school policy 
in place related to bullying.  The policy addresses the behaviors 
and consequences of bullying among students. The language in the 
policy will not only address the obvious bullying behavior that most 
of us recognize, but also state consequences for cyberbullying. Cy-
berbullying through technology such as emails, chat rooms and text 
messages is becoming a growing problem in our modern society that 
will take us all working together by monitoring student activity on 
the internet as parents and educators.

To allow confidential reporting of bullying or any other safety is-
sue district campus police have set up the Rougher Safe Call hotline.  
This number is designed to give students and parents a confidential 
method to notify Muskogee Campus Police and administration of 
any unsafe areas or situations. The student or parent can call about 
bullying, threats, sexual harassment, fights, vandalism or any other 
unsafe events at any time.  The number is (918) 200-9836.

If you have any comments, questions or concerns about bullying, 
please give us a call at the school and let us know your thoughts on 
the topic. 

By The Numbers - Bullying In America

In a survey of 12- to 18-year-olds:
• 27.8 percent said they had been bullied at school.
• 18.3 percent said they were the subject of rumors.
• 17.6 percent said they were insulted or called names.
• 9 percent of students said they had been cyberbullied.
• 7.9 percent said they had been pushed, shoved, tripped 

or spit on.
• 5.5 percent said they were purposefully excluded from 

activities.
• 5 percent said they were threatened.

(Source: National Center for Education Statistics)

Superintendent’s Message

Notice of Non-Discrimination
Muskogee Public Schools provides equal oppor-
tunities without regard to race, color, religion, 
national origin, gender, age, qualified disability 
or veteran status in its educational programs and 
activities, in access to them, in treatment of indi-
viduals with disabilities, or in any aspect of their 
operations. This includes admissions, educational 
services, financial aid, and employment. This 
notice is provided as required under Title II of 
the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 
Questions, complaints, or requests for additional 
information regarding ADA, Section 504, Title 
VII/ADEA and/or Title IX may be forwarded to 
the designated ADA, Section 504, Title VII/ADEA 
and/or Title IX officer, the site principal or other 
district administrator. Students and parents may 
also bring complaints to the assistant principal, 
counselor or teacher. The administrator or staff 
member notified shall immediately report the 
complaint to the site principal. The site principal 
will notify the appropriate compliance officer. The 
following people at MPS will handle inquiries re-
garding non-discrimination policies: Title II/ADA, 
504 compliance and Title VII will be handled by 
the Director of Special Programs; Title IX will be 
handled by the Assistant Supt. of Curriculum and 
Instruction; Title VII/ADEA will be handled by 
the Assistant Supt. of Personnel/Support Services, 
all located at the Muskogee BEST Center, 202 W. 
Broadway, Muskogee, OK 74401.

InsideMPS is published by Muskogee Public Schools. Layout and design is done by Public 
Relations Coordinator Wendy Burton, who may be reached at 918 684-3700, ext. 1613. 

Print services by Hoffman Printing of Muskogee.

(Photo on cover: Sadler Arts Academy students perform a dance promoting unity and strength.)



Above, Debbie Thompson, center, poses for a picture with 
some of her students at Alice Robertson Junior High School 
after receiving the August ARJHS Pioneer Bell Award for 
Excellence in Teaching, Grit, Resilience and Perseverance. 

Right, Ethel Gault, teacher at Alice Robertson Junior 
High School, recently received the September ARJHS 
Pioneer Bell Award for Excellence in Teaching and her 
ever-present and inspiring optimism. 

MPS Character
The Pioneer 

Bell Award 
is given each 
month to hon-
or excellent 
teachers during 
the 75th anni-
versary year of 
Alice Robertson 
Junior High 
School. 

“The Pioneer” 
is the name of 
the original 
newspaper at 
ARJHS. Recipi-
ents receive an 
honorary bell 
and a certificate. 

Security Guards Tim 
Applegate and September 
Employee of the Month 
Jesse Gloria helped a par-
ent with a flat tire recently. 
Thanks to both for going 
above and beyond their 
job descriptions to be good 
community members and 
set good examples for our 
students! Photo submitted 
by Campus Police Chief 
Dan Hall.

Did you catch a student or 
employee in the act of doing 

something which 
exemplifies the Rougher 

R.O.A.D.? Tell us about it so 
we can feature him or her in 
this magazine next month! 

Send information to 
wendy.burton@mpsi20.org.

Show us some 
Character!

Kat Trueblood, teacher and artistic director of 
Muskogee High Repertory Theatre/Drama Club, left, 

and student Timothy Town stop for a quick picture before 
the Saturday night showing of “The Great Gatsby,” after 
the students surprised Trueblood with a special gift.



2014

Induction 
Sept. 26, 2014

at the Muscogee (Creek) 
Nation Field at Indian BowlSheryl Devette Crowder Glenda Marshall-Mayfield 

Bill Huddleston Gary Stevenson

Athletics 
Hall of Fame

Inductees

Bobby Jefferson

The 1998 Class 5A State Championship Boys Golf Team - Jimbo 
Fuller, David Cole, Andy Hayes, Rip Ohley, Josh Raley, Cameron 
Milliken, Brad Huddleston, Tommy Montgomery, Jacob Smith 
and coaches Lucky Tarkington and Paul Bell, Jr.

Michael Harris

Bill Mercer



Recent 
MHS grads 
Haley 
Skaggs, left, 
and Paige 
Logsdon at-
tend North-
eastern 
State A&M 
University 
on soccer 
scholar-

ships. They have played soccer 
together since they were in the third 
grade! Haley is a captain and Paige 
is one of the top freshman in the 
NJCAA.NEO’s women’s soccer team 
is now 5-1, with 3 shut outs and a 
promising season.

Blue Bell recently treated 
MHS students to free ice 
cream in honor of Diane 
Walker, the MPS Teacher of 
the Year who was also one of 
12 finalists for State Teacher 
of the Year.

Five 
Roughers 
medaled 
at the re-
cent Cross 
Country 
meet at 
Booker T. 
Washing-
ton. The 
girls’ team 
won third 
overall 
and the 
boys’ team 

won eighth overall. The medal winners were Will Mathews, Syd-
ney Rosson, Goldie King, Samyra Logan, and Megan Henningsen.

Muskogee Public Schools said 
goodbye to a beloved long-time 
employee during a special recep-
tion Sept. 5 at the Transportation 
Department. Linda Chaffin, de-
partment secretary, retired after 
28 years of service effective Sept. 
5. Friends and coworkers gath-
ered to give her a big send off 
and wished her well, making her 
promise to drop in and visit from 
time to time.

The Muskogee 
High School 
Varsity Dance 
Team, Reyd 
Foster, Co-Cap-
tain; Gabi Chit-
wood, Captain; 
Riley Huston; 
Madeline, NDA 
Instructor; 
Calysta Wilkin-
son; Michelle 
Grooms, Kelsey 
Chapuis, 
attended the 
National Dance 

Team Alliance Dance camp held at the University of Oklahoma over the 
summer.  Chitwood was awarded the All American Award. The Musk-
ogee High School Varsity Dance Team received Bronze for their Team 
Dance performance and received a National bid for their Home Routine.

Alice Robertson Junior High will present 
Aladdin Jr. this fall. Performances for the 
elementary schools will be held Nov. 5, for 
the junior high on Nov. 6 and public perfor-
mances will be 7 p.m. Nov. 7, 7 p.m. Nov. 8 
and 2:30 p.m. Nov. 9. Tickets cost $5. 

Information: (918) 685-3775.

26 MPS Choir students make Honor Choir

Congratulations to the students who recently earned places in 
the Eastern District Honor Choir!  Junior High (seventh- through 
ninth-grade) choir:  Madison Eckerson, Rachel Throgmorton, Brady 
Gallaway, Michael Yadon, and Zackery Bush.

High School choir: Miranda Walters, Hannah Webster, LeRoicia Pen-
ney, Nina King, Hayden Jacobs, Jordan Meggyes, Christopher Gilmar-
tin, Thorin Adams, Chelsey Kimble, Christooher Gutierrez, and Jared 
Grooms. 

Alice Robertson Junior High students who earned places are Mer-
edith Gilmartin, Kayleigh Langley, Gage Clark, Connor Lynch, Aniyah 
Gibbs, Amanda Yarberry, Rachel St. Onge, Curtisianna Brown, Alethea 
Reynolds and Megan Tucker.

 
The Pride of Muskogee High School Band is partnering with the Muskogee Fire Department to provide a little extra warmth for those in 

need this winter. The Pride and the MFD are asking residents to drop off new, unused blankets at any of the Muskogee fire stations. Blankets 
are to be distributed to families that have lost their home in a fire or are just in need of some assistance during the cold winter months. 
Muskogee band students are very grateful for the support they receive from the Muskogee community and want to “pay it forward.” The 
directors and band members feel helping those in need is a great way to do so, and Fire Chief Derek Tatum agreed to do what he could to 
make it happen. Containers will be set up at fire stations beginning Sept. 1 and the collection will continue until Nov. 1, students will help 
sort the blankets and assist in making deliveries to homeless shelters, nursing homes and Women In Safe Homes (WISH). Please help make 
this project a success and donate your new blankets at any Muskogee Fire station.



Meet your sixth- 
through eighth-grade 
Rougher Softball Green 
team!
Front D’Asia Brown, left, 
Mya Gaulden, Jordan 
Simmons, Riley Schuler, 
and Madalyn Milligan. 
Back Kayleigh Phillips, 
left, Isyss Patton, Shania 
Henry, Meadow Million, 
Laynie Gragg, Amber 
Purdin, and Phynix 
Coleman. 
Visit www.mpsi20.org/
sports for upcoming 
games, photos and news 
from the Muskogee Ath-
letic Department.

Kyle Edwards, left, owner of Miller-Edwards Buick GMC, 
presented a check for $2,500 to Muskogee football’s Quar-
terback Club. Accepting the check on the booster club’s 
behalf are Muskogee Public Schools Head Football Coach 
Rafe Watkins and Athletic Director Garrett Davis.

Students in Curt Denton’s Project Lead the Way Biomed-
ical Science Program at Muskogee High School began a 
new course this year - Human Body Systems. The course 
is the second of four the students in the program will take 
before graduation in which students explore a range of 
careers in biomedical sciences as they learn content in the 
context of real-world, hands-on activities, projects, and 
problems. 

Biomedical Science Program Advances

From left, Muskogee girls’ Head Coach 
Doyle Rowland, player Danazia Brown, 
Oklahoma City Thunder’s Russell Westbrook, 
player Tyreece Berry and Muskogee boys’ 
Head Coach Josh Berry pose for a photo after 
visiting with Westbrook during a special trip 
sponsored by BancFirst. 

Watch us on Suddenlink 
Channel 15!

WHEN YOU DON’T GET ANYWHERE 
WHEN YOU TRY TO TALK TO YOUR 

KIDS ABOUT SCHOOL, 
TRY THIS 
INSTEAD:

There isn’t one right way, one perfect question, or one right time to have these conversations. 
Here are some suggestions to try:

Allow your teen to not talk right after school. Many kids don’t want to talk the minute they 
walk in the door. They want to have a snack, call a friend, or just chill out. (Think about how 
you feel when you walk in after a long day at work. Wouldn’t you rather put your feet up and 
talk later?)

Say what’s on your mind. If what you really need to know is “How did you do on the math test?” just ask. If you fish around, 
your teen will resent it more. “But keep in mind that if you frequently ask questions about tests, that’s all kids will think you care 
about,” notes Lawrence Cohen, Ph.D.

Let the talk emerge naturally. Discuss the day while you cook dinner, read together, or check homework. But try not to use 
dinner as a time to talk about problems like homework or tests. Everybody needs a break!

Don’t jump in to fix your teens’s problem immediately. If your teen brings up a problem like “I hate my teacher!” take it in 
stride. First, find out what else he has to say and what he wants to do about it. You might encourage him to figure out solutions 
by asking, “What do you think you want to do about this?” and “Is there something you’d like me to do?” Follow up later with 
“How did your new strategies work?” or “You haven’t mentioned math class lately, does that mean it’s going better?” 

If the problem is serious, discuss it with the teacher in private, either via email or phone call, never in the classroom in front of 
other students. 

(Source: pbs.org/parents/education)

How was 
school 
today? ....grunt...snarfle...

where’s the 
milk?

When parents are involved, children do better 
in school and the schools are better for their 
involvement. Getting involved at your children’s 
schools is one of the best ways you can help 
your children stay in school and get better 
grades as they grow. We believe that parents, 
guardians, grandparents and other caring adults 
are the most vital partners in the success of ev-
ery student. Our schools, teachers and students 
depend on volunteers to help with a variety of 
projects, events and other student needs. Vol-
unteering any amout of time to the schools will 
demonstrate to your children, their teachers, 
and this community that you value education.

PARENT 
INVOLVEMENT

Is it really important?
YES!

Show your children their school lives are important 
to you by making sure school is part of your life too -

Become a Volunteer Today!

Follow these easy steps to become a Muskogee Public 
School volunteer:

1. Fill out a volunteer application and survey, available 
at your child’s school office or online at www.mpsi20.org.

2. Return the completed form to any school office or the 
BEST Center located at 202 W. Broadway, (918) 684-3700.

You can watch home and away 
Rougher 

football games live at Rougher.
TV each Friday night! 

Or visit the archives to see 
videos from across the district!



www.mpsi20.org

Join us for the MHS Student Council 

HOMECOMING FESTIVAL!
Between Second and Third streets on Broadway in Downtown Muskogee

6-8 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 9

Spirit Wagon Parade begins @ 6:30 p.m. 
Free admission 
(games, food, activity prices vary)


