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NAMING FACILITIES 

PURPOSE:  To establish a process for naming a District facility, or a portion of a facility 

and establish a process for formal recognition for a District facility or a portion of a 

facility. 

Facility – For the purpose of this policy “facility” refers to a District-owned site, school or 

a portion of a school or site.  Examples of a portion of a facility may include, but not 

limited to, auditoriums, theaters, conference areas, cafeterias, media centers/libraries, 

gymnasiums, athletic fields/structures, etc. 

Formal Recognition – For the purpose of this policy will include, but not be limited to, 

plaques, statues, and signs. 

The naming or renaming of a facility must be approved by the Board of Education.  In 

addition, the Board must approve all decisions relative to formal recognition plaques or 

other forms of formal recognition for the donation of real property, equipment, or 

furnishings by private sources, including those items acquired by the District from 

donated funds. 

The Board of Education recognizes that the name selected for a facility is a vital factor 

in the public image of the school systems and the community.  Naming a facility is an 

important matter that deserves thoughtful attention.  The selection of a facility 

namesake is intended to be the highest honor bestowed upon an individual, corporation, 

foundation, organization or entity that has made an everlasting impact on the 

community. 

In cases when facilities are named after individuals, the credentials, character and 

reputation of each individual for whom the facility is to be named shall be carefully 

scrutinized and evaluated.  The Board expects discretion of the highest caliber to be 

exercised in such deliberations.  Personal [prejudice, favoritism, political pressure, or 

temporary popularity should not be an influence in choosing a name.  Highest 

consideration should be given to a name with educational significance or inspiration.  

Recognizing that the ethnic and cultural composition of a local school community will 

change, the name selected should have broad acceptance in a multicultural society. 

Names selected for facilities or for formal recognition should reflect substantial 

achievements of extraordinary and lasting distinction.  Except for compelling reasons, 

names to be considered shall be persons who are deceased.  When unusual 

circumstances or compelling reasons prevail, facilities may be named for a living person 

who had a positive, direct, substantial and active association with the District.  District 



facilities will not be named after a current employee of the District or an elected official 

while serving in office.  A new facility that replaces an existing facility on the same or on 

a different site will be given the name of the school facility it replaces.  To move an 

existing school or program from one site to another, the name of the school or site will 

follow that move unless the Board and Superintendent recommend otherwise. 

The following criteria may be considered in recommending and adopting names for 

facilities or for formal recognition. 

a. To honor a person, foundation, corporation, organization or other entity that has 

      made a significant contribution or given outstanding service to the District, the  

      city, the nation, or society. 

b. To recognize the geographic section of the city in which the facility is located. 

c. To recognize the academic theme of the school, or the function of the facility in 

      the case of non-instructional facilities. 

Nominations must be made in writing.  Any person or group who wishes to recommend 

a name for a facility or for formal recognition must present the request to the 

Superintendent accompanied by supporting documentation.  Once a request has been 

made, the Board President will appoint an ad hoc advisory committee that will be 

chaired by the Board member who represents the district in which the facility is located.  

This committee will be comprised of members representing the diversity of the 

community and will include, but not be limited to, the following: 

 A Board member who represents the district in which the facility is located 

 An administrative employee of the District representing facilities 

 A teacher currently employed by the District 

 A parent with at least one child currently enrolled in the District 

 An alumnus of the affected school/facility 

 A student currently attending the affected school/facility 

The committee will review nomination requests and seek community input prior to a 

recommendation to the Board of Education. 

The Board of Education may, at any time, consider action to rescind an approved name 

of a facility or formal recognition.  Sufficient cause to rescind the name of a facility or 

portion thereof exists when, as determined by the Board, the individual, corporation, 

foundation, or entity for which the facility is named has been convicted of a felony, 

engages in acts involving moral turpitude, has engaged in behavior which has brought 

the name of the individual, corporation, foundation, or entity into ill repute for any 

reason. 

Approved: 


